
For registrations please phone (02) 9649 9040 or email info@isra.org.au

Organised By

Catholic Diocese of Broken Bay

Date: Wednesday 2 December 2015 

Time: 7:30pm – 9:00pm (followed by light refreshments)

Cost: $20 per person

Venue: Gleeson Auditorium 
 Australian Catholic University (ACU) 
           25A Barker Road Strathfield

Keynote Speaker
Prof John Esposito
Director, Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations,  
Georgetown University

Respondent
Assoc Prof Mehmet Ozalp
Executive Director, ISRA Australia
Head of School, Centre for Islamic Studies and Civilisation, 
Charles Sturt University

Q-and-A Session will follow the keynote address  
and response.

Muslims and Christians make up 
more than 50% of the world’s 
population. How they relate 
to one another is pivotal in 
establishing and maintaining 
world peace. Are Muslims and 
Christians working towards uniting 
humanity or are they directly or 
indirectly causing more division? 
Can they work together to address 
contemporary issues of global 
magnitude?  How can the ideals of 
interfaith dialogue transform the 
on-the-ground reality of relations 
between Christians and Muslims 
around the globe and particularly 
here in multi-faith Australia?  

Christians and Muslims 
in our Globalised World



Professor John L. Esposito
Profile from Georgetown University

Professor John L. Esposito is Founding Director of the  
Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for  
Muslim-Christian Understanding in the School of Foreign Service.

He is also the Project Director of The Bridge Initiative, housed at Georgetown University.

Biography

University Professor, Professor of Religion and International Affairs and of Islamic Studies at Georgetown University, 
John L. Esposito is Founding Director of the Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding in the Walsh 
School of Foreign Service. Previously, he was Loyola Professor of Middle East Studies, College of the Holy Cross. 

Past President of the American Academy of Religion and Middle East Studies Association of North America, Esposito 
has served as consultant to the U.S. Department of State and other agencies, European and Asian governments, 
corporations, universities, and media worldwide and ambassador for the UN Alliance of Civilizations and was a 
member of the World Economic Forum’s Council of 100 Leaders and E. C. European Network of Experts on 
De-Radicalisation. He has received honorary doctorates from St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto, the 
University of Sarajevo, University of Florida and Immaculata University as well as the American Academy of Religion’s 
Martin E. Marty Award for the Public Understanding of Religion, Pakistan’s Quaid-i-Azzam Award for Outstanding 
Contributions in Islamic Studies, Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service Outstanding Teacher Award and 
Georgetown’s Career Research Achievement Award. 

Esposito’s more than 45 books include: The Future of Islam, Islamophobia and the Challenge of Pluralism in the 21st 
Century, Who Speaks for Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really Think (with Dalia Mogahed), Unholy War: Terror in 
the Name of Islam, The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality?, Islam and Politics; Makers of Contemporary Islam and Islam 
and Democracy (with John O. Voll), What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam, Asian Islam in the 21st Century 
(John Voll & Osman Bakar), World Religions Today and Religion and Globalization (with D. Fasching & T. Lewis), 
Geography of Religion: Where God Lives, Where Pilgrims Walk (with S. Hitchcock), Islam: The Straight Path; Islam 
and Democracy and Makers of Contemporary Islam (with J. Voll); Modernizing Islam (with F. Burgat) Political Islam: 
Revolution, Radicalism or Reform?, Religion and Global Order (with M. Watson), Islam and Secularism in the Middle 
East (with A. Tamimi), Iran at the Crossroads (with R.K. Ramazani), Islam, Gender, and Social Change and Muslims 
on the Americanization Path and Daughters of Abraham (with Y. Haddad), and Women in Muslim Family Law. 
Esposito’s books and articles have been translated into more than 35 languages. 

Editor-in-Chief of Oxford Islamic Studies Online and Series Editor of The Oxford Library of Islamic Studies, he 
served as Editor-in-Chief of The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World (6 vols.); The Oxford Encyclopedia of 
the Modern Islamic World (4 vols.), The Oxford History of Islam, The Oxford Dictionary of Islam, and The Islamic 
World: Past and Present (3 vols.). 

Esposito’s interviews and articles with newspapers, magazines, and the media in the U.S., Europe, Asia, and the 
Middle East: The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Economist, The Guardian, 
The Times of London, CNN, ABC Nightline, CBS, NBC, and the BBC. A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., he currently 
resides in Washington, D.C. with his wife, Dr. Jeanette P. Esposito. 

http://explore.georgetown.edu/people/jle2/#_ga=1.72683024.240898397.1437697603 


