
Greeting 

Today the Readings invite us to celebrate the Grace 
of being drawn into the circle of God given Life. We 
remember that the natural world begins that cycle. 
We are gifted to be members of the earth community 
and today let us give thanks particularly for trees, our 
brothers and sisters in creation, giving the oxygen we 
breathe. They provide wood for our houses and are 
home for wildlife. But let us also remember the times 
we have misused the forests in their diversity, a sign of 
how we have wronged other people in the cycle of life, 
and ask forgiveness.

Prayers of the Faithful
 
• That we will care for the diversity of forests as 

habitat for a diversity of plants and animals.
• That we will work to stop international debt forcing 

counties into unsustainable development and their 
citizens becoming environmental refugees.

• That we will not take the gift of clean air and clean 
water for granted but work to help the forests 
perform their natural services of cleansing.

Hymns
 
In 2004 Norman Habel published Songs to celebrate 
with Creation. www.willowconnection.com.au He has 
put ecologically aware words to familiar hymns and 
challenges us to try our creative hand.
• Be still and know that I am God
• Cedars of Lebanon
• Oh Jesus crucified On the Cross

Dismissal
Remembering that God has drawn us into diverse 
cycles of life, and having celebrated with thanks that 
we are part of the earth community, let us go forth to 
find God given life in all creation, in the forests, striving 
to care and speak for them as brother and sister. 

Lectionary and Worship Phrases
(Ezekiel; Ps 94; Romans; Matthew)
Appointed you as sentry
Warn them in my name
Listen to his voice
Harden not your hearts
Kneel before the God who 
made us
They tried me even though 
they saw my work
Love your neighbour as 
yourself
The Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us
Go and have it out with him
The evidence of two or three witnesses
Like the deer that longs for running streams
Your word and your sacrament give us food and life
Where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there.

Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers 
Wind and Air, and clouds and storms, 

and 
all the weather, through which

 you give your creatures sustenance. 
St Francis of Assisi

Season of Creation
 

Rev Dr Norman Habel inspired an 
ecumenical group in Adelaide to initiate 
the Earth Bible Project and develop a 
Season of Creation for worship. It runs 
during the month of September leading 
up to celebration of the Feast of St 
Francis of Assisi October 4. Each of the 
four Sundays focuses on a particular gift. 
http://seasonofcreation.com

1. Forest
2. Land
3. Wilderness
4. Water 

The group married Scripture with 
scientific insights about the natural 
world to rediscover the hidden voice of 
the Earth in the Bible. They developed 
a three year cycle of Scriptural Readings 
as a Creation Season Lectionary to help 
communal prayer. Catholic liturgists have 
yet to do this. 

This resource explores the existing 
Catholic Lectionary to help us remember 
the seamless gift of God-given Life 
in all Creation – people within the 
natural world. We confess our arrogant 
abuses and make the search for God 
present. There needs to be an ecological 
conversion. 

The Columban Centre for Peace Ecology 
and Justice previously created the 
‘Stations of the Forest’ and ‘Grace of 
Earth’ linking Catholic faith and ecology.

NO. 1 

Forest 
Sunday 

A Catholic Season of Creation – Sundays of September   
23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time - September 7th 2014

The virtuous 
flourish like  
palm trees, 
they grow 

tall like  
cedars of 
Lebanon

Ps 92:12

We believe 
in God, 

Creator of 
Heaven and 

Earth
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Connecting Justice, Peace and Care for 
Earth (JPIC)

Jesus taught freedom from oppression and to love 
the search for the presence of God’s reign in our lives 
and the universe. Since Pope Leo XIII’s 1891 letter on 
the Condition of Workers, church teaching has faced 
many social issues so that individual compassion 
flows through to both growing just structures and 
dismantling the structure of sin. Treating the earth with 
respect is within this continuum. (Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 2004).

The connection between actions on social justice, 
growing peace and care for earth means that we 
cannot properly work for one without caring for all 
three. Read more on www.columban.org.au Countries 
often decimate local forest to pay debt.
www.jubileeaustralia.org Cutting old growth forests in 
Australia threatens species biodiversity. 

ABC Clips: A Tree Falls 8/06/2014 www.abc.net.au

Breath is not only the 
life that fills the body 
… [it is] breath of the 

universe, a cosmic 
force … it symbolises 
the Holy Spirit who 
fills all things with 

love, giving wisdom 
and joy.

Fr William Johnston

 [Humanity] has the 
right to a safe and 

healthy environment 
Compendium of the Social 

Doctrine of the Church #468

Whatever is fragile, like 
the environment, is 

defenceless before the
interests of a 

deified market.
 Pope Francis, 

Joy of the Gospel #56

Lectionary’s Hidden Voices

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy mandated 
that the treasures of the Bible are to be opened up 
more lavishly (#51). In 1969 a new order of Readings 
(Lectionary) was published with a three year cycle of 
Sunday Readings.

Scripture scholars from around the world aimed to 
retrieve the hidden voice of the Earth in the Bible. 
www.flinders.edu.au

The voice of earth, like that of women, has often been 
ignored and even supressed. The Magnificat is not 
proclaimed on a Sunday (Luke 1:46 – 56). 

Church Teachings 

Catholic Earthcare Australia was 
set up by the Catholic Bishops in 
2003. It has initiated many projects 
– eg. the Garden Planet; A Climate 
Change Conference; Regional Bishops 
statements; energy efficiency. 
www.catholicearthcare.org.au 

It built on the history of the Bishops’ 
official Social Justice and Charitable 
agencies www.socialjustice.catholic.
org.au/ www.caritas.org.au/ 
Environmental teaching is often applied 
through the on-the-ground work of Religious Orders. 
www.rahamim.org  www.edmundrice.org 
www.earthsong.org International aspects have been 
promoted by missionary groups www.columban.org.au     
www.catholicmission.org.au 

Ecological Insight 

The diversity of Australian forests prompts us to pray. 
www.columban.org.au Silviculture is the art and 
science of meeting the diverse needs and values of 
forest owners and society on a sustainable basis. 
www.forestry.org.au Sustainability includes issues of 
clearing rates, forest fragmentation of old growth, 
biodiversity, habitat for wildlife and regeneration.
www.jpe.oxfordjournals.org

Liturgy and natural symbols
The Introduction to the Missal is a rich source of 
theology. The entire celebration is planned in such 
a way that it leads to a conscious, active, and full 
participation of the faithful both in body and in mind, 
a participation burning with faith, hope, and charity 
#18. We use material things in our prayer actions to 
convey sacred mysteries - signs and symbols. The holy 
oils of anointing; the basic elements of bread and wine 
bringing spiritual nourishment: these are all gifts of the 
earth and work of human hands.   

Forests – 1st Sunday of the Catholic Season of Creation

 [Humanity] has the right to a safe and 
healthy environment. 

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church #468

 

Contact Rev. Dr. Charles Rue 
Locked Bag 2002 STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 
Ph:  02 9352 8000  
E:  charlesrue@columban.org.au 

What can I do?

Get involved. Join a local group:  
Bushcare, community garden, 

school greening project. 
Pray the Stations of the Forest

http://www.columban.org.au/our-works/peace-ecology-and-justice/peace-ecology-and-justice
http://www.jubileeaustralia.org
http://www.abc.net.au/environment/?topic=forests&type=video/clips 
http://www.flinders.edu.au/ehl/theology/ctsc/projects/earthbible/
www.catholicearthcare.org.au/
www.rahamim.org.au
www.edmundrice.org.au/glenburn 
www.earthsong.org.au/
www.earthsong.org.au/
http:// www.columban.org.au
www.catholicmission.org.au/
http://www.columban.org.au/resources/the-grace-of-forests
http://www.forestry.org.au/ 
http://jpe.oxfordjournals.org/content/5/1/109.full 
https://www.facebook.com/StColumbansMission?ref=ts
https://twitter.com/ColumbanMission
http://www.youtube.com/user/ColumbanMissionAust
http://www.columban.org.au/donations
http://www.columban.org.au/resources/the-grace-of-forests
www.columban.org.au
http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/resources/2014/donation-form-jpic.pdf



