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24 July 2012   
 
 
Bishop xxxxxxxx 
Archdiocese of 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Suburb State Postcode      
 
Dear Bishops xxxxxxxxx 
 
Columbans invite World Youth Day Pilgrims to a four day parish-based mission experience in Chile  
 
In July 2013, the World Youth Day will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  As many of the youth pilgrims attending 
WYD Rio from Australia will be passing through Santiago, Chile on route to Rio de Janeiro, the Society of St 
Columban is inviting these pilgrims to experience first hand parish life and mission in some of the poorest parts in 
Chile.  
 
The pilgrims will experience first hand the mission of the church Ad gentes. We expect to create awareness of the 
importance of the New Evangelization, of overseas and cross cultural mission and to promote vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. 
 
There will be many young people in Chile who will not be able to attend WYD Rio. We see this experience as a 
mini World Youth Day for all participants. Chilean youth from our parishes in poor areas will have an encounter in 
faith with the young Australian pilgrims. 
 
The Columban Fathers have worked in Chile since 1952 in over 30 parishes in poor areas. We have a very good 
name within the local church and society. At the moment, we have several Columban parishes as well as 
neighbouring diocesan parishes who would like to host pilgrims from Australia. A timetable of activities will be 
developed by the teams in the Chilean parishes organizing the visit of the WYD pilgrims and coordinated with the 
Australian Diocesan WYD organizing committee.  
 
Columban Father Dan Harding with twenty one years of mission experience in Chile and Mrs. Janette Mentha, 
Director of Mission Programmes at Columban Mission Centre in Melbourne will help coordinate this part. They will  
make several trips to Chile beforehand as a part of the coordination between Australia and the parishes in Chile.  
 
This has already happened in the case of the WYD pilgrims from the diocese of Christchurch, New Zealand. In 
July, the Director of Youth & Young Adults Ministry, Christchurch, Mr Chris Lysaght accepted an invitation for a 
Columban parish- based mission experience in the parish of Lo Espejo, Chile (Fr Dan's previous parish).  Chris 
travelled to Chile and met with Fr Dan, Janette, the Parish Priest, Parish Council and Parish Youth of Lo Espejo. 
There was a lot of enthusiasm from the Chilean adults and youth who are looking forwarding to getting to know the 
Christchurch pilgrims through a WYD Facebook site. Plans are now underway for the mission experience. 
 
If your diocese is interested in this parish based experience, we invite members of the Diocesan Organizing 
Committee to meet with Fr. Dan and Janette and discuss the details of the visit to Chile. 
 

PO Box 752 
Niddrie VIC                 3042 
  
Telephone:    03 9375 9475  
Facsimile:    03 9379 6040 
Email:    info@columban.org.au 
Website:   www.columban.org.au 
 
ABN: 17 686 524 625



4 
 

As a part of the coordination between Australia and the parishes in Chile, we invite some  members of the 
Diocesan WYD Organizing Committee to travel to Chile to meet either Fr Dan Harding and Janette. It will be an 
opportunity to visit the parish where their pilgrims would be assigned as the Christchurch diocesan WYD 
committee did. The Columbans in Santiago would provide accommodation during these visits. As Fr Dan is 
returning to Chile in late September, it may be an opportunity for members of your Organising Committee to travel 
with him.  
 
We recognize that there will be some difficulties of communication due to language differences, (English and 
Spanish). Nevertheless, we will provide opportunities for translations when necessary and other forms of 
communication. We do not see this as a serious problem. 
 
The Parish-based Mission Experience programme that we propose would involve the following: 
 
 Accommodation with local families from the parish. Lunch can be served for all in the parish centre. 
 Opportunities for faith sharing through the daily Eucharist, liturgies, bible studies involving the Australian 
 pilgrims and the Chilean parish youth and families. 
 Catechetical  Workshops on the New Evangelization, including the “Continental Mission” which the Latin 
 American Church is actioning as a result of the 2007 CELAM Conference in Aparecida, Brazil.  
 Pilgrims will be able to witness and participate with the  Parish Mission Teams in the task of evangelization. 
 Opportunities to partake in pastoral action through visits to the sick and elderly, shanty towns, rehabilitation 
 centres for substance abuse, homework centres for children and youth, ecology programmes. 
 Pilgrimages to the Shrines of local Chilean saints such as St Albert Hurtado SJ and Carmelite St Teresa of the 
 Andes. 
 Involvement in a particular project with the local parish youth group such as painting a mural, painting run down 
 parish youth centres, planting gardens, clearing up areas.  
 
The  details will be worked out and coordinated into a timetable programme well before the pilgrims leave 
Australia. Cost will be kept to a minimum and will include a Visa into Chile, bus travel to parish and some living 
costs. 
 
Father Dan Harding and Janette Mentha will be in Santiago in July 2013 prior to WYD to facilitate the arrival of the 
pilgrims, money exchange and basic information. They will also prepare workshop material for the pilgrims to use 
before leaving Australia and for use whilst they are in Chile.  
 
We hope you will consider this opportunity and look forward to hearing from you by the 31st August. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Gary Walker, 
Regional Director, 
Australia and New Zealand 
 
 
For further information contact: 
Fr Dan Harding  dharding@columban.org.au  (03) 9375 9422 
Janette Mentha  jmentha@columban.org.au  (03) 9375 9411  
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Power point presentation for pilgrims 
 
This video gives a brief glimpse of the Columban Mission Programmes that will be held in various parishes in 
Chile en route to World Youth Day Rio 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click the link below to view presentation: 
 
http://www.columban.org.au/Archives/features/2013/columban-mission-experience-in-chile-en-route-to-wyd-rio-
2013/ 
 
 
Pilgrim form - Join us on our social media networks 
 
Join us on: 
 

 Facebook 
 Twitter 
 YouTube 

If you could please click here and distribute or print out the form for pilgrims. 
 
 
  

 
  

http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/features/Pilgrim%20form.pdf
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Special Letter to Diocesan Coordinators 
 
1. How to prepare Australian and New Zealand youth pilgrims in their home dioceses for the 
 mission experience in Columban Parishes which are all situated in low socio-economic, 
 deprived and marginalized areas of Santiago and Valparaiso, Chile? 
2. How will the mission experience be organized each day once they have arrived in Chile?    
 What will happen? 
3. How can each pilgrim get the most out their Chilean mission experience? 

Part 1: Preparation in home Dioceses 
 
A.) Physical, geographical and environmental reality. 
 Locate Chile on the map and its relationship to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  
 Locate the Andes mountain range which forms the Eastern border of Chile and the Pacific Ocean along the 
 western coast of Chile.  
 Locate Santiago (up against the Andes) and Valparaiso on the Pacific coast.  
 Locate the Atacama desert in the north. ( the driest desert in the world) and the Chilean Patagonia in the 
 south ( one of the wettest parts of the world). 
 Research Chilean flora and fauna. 
 Once you know which parish you will be assigned to, look for a map of Santiago or Valparaiso on the web, 
 and locate the Municipal area where your parish is located. How far is it from the CBD, the airport, the 
 Pacific Ocean, the Andes Mountain Range? 

B.) History - Research the following ( Web, Wikipedia, Lonely Planet etc) 
 Who were the indigenous peoples of Chile? 
 When did the Spanish arrive and begin 300 years of colonization? 
 When did Chile become an independent republic? (Independent from Spain) 
 Read about the Chile's history of major volcanic eruptions, tsunamis and earthquakes. 

C.) Social, economic and cultural and political reality. ( Research as above) 
 What industries are the basis of the Chilean economy? 
 Describe the social divisions in Chile between rich and poor? 
 Describe the Chilean flag? What do the colours represent? 
  From 1973 until 1990, Chile suffered the effects of a harsh authoritarian military dictatorship under General 
 Pinochet? Today however Chile is a vibrant democracy. Who is the president of Chile? Do some research 
 on this period! 
 What is the Chilean currency called and what is the conversion rate with Australian dollars? 

D.) Religious History. ( Research as above) 
Preamble and important information to be able to understand better and situate oneself better in the parish 
where the pilgrims will be situated.  
 
Since the second half of the twentieth century, the Catholic Church in Latin American countries such as Chile, 
has led the Catholic Church in the rest of the world in terms of the renewal and prophetic witness. From being a 
church that unfortunately reflected the social divisions between rich and poor, with an antiquated parish 
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structure that never managed to reach many people, starting from the 1950's onwards, the Latin American 
church developed an whole new way of being church. This was a result of the CELAM Conferences (Latin 
American Bishops Conference) and the Second Vatican Council. 
  
The old parish structure was not able to cope with the massive urbanization taking place in Latin America from 
the 1950's onwards. The Latin American Church made a deliberate "Option for the Poor"  which meant that the 
poor areas of the cities and countryside became just as important for the church as the wealthy and middle 
class areas.  

 
The new way of being church meant that the old parishes now were divided into a number of ecclesial 
communities, called Basic Ecclesial Communities (BEC) and together they formed the parish. Basic Christian 
Communities (BCC) were also organized in each parish. Many priests, religious and members of the laity also 
became involved in the social and political struggles of the poor for their human rights and equal rights. This 
struggle has produced many Latin American prophets and martyrs.  
 
Other features of Latin American Catholicism that you will see in your parish in Santiago or Valparaiso or at a 
religious shrine are:  

 
1. Popular Religiosity 

This is the strong traditional religious expression of the people which made include processions, costumes, 
dancing, special devotions, pilgrimages, candles, blessings and statues. Latin American spirituality is 
Marian, with a special devotion to Our Lady and the Saints as intercessors for one's needs.   

 
2. The Word of God 

The bible has a special place in Latin American Catholicism. Many practicing lay Catholics are familiar with 
the bible, read the bible, carry it around and can share their reflections on scriptural texts.  

 
3. Lay Participation in the Parish and BEC 

The laity play an important role in Latin American Catholicism, as members of Parish and BEC Pastoral 
Councils, as catechists, extraordinary ministers of communion etc.  

 
4. Social development programmes 

Each parish will have several programmes operating for the poor and needy in their area. This may include 
special help such as a daily meal for the poor including children and the elderly, help with homework for 
children from poor families, single parent groups etc. 

 
5. A vibrant Liturgy 

Latin American parishes in general strive to have a vibrant liturgy which may include the use of guitars, 
hand clapping, powerful singing and preaching etc.  

 
6. Mission 

As a result of the last CELAM Conference in Aparecida, Brazil 2007, each Latin American parish is called to 
become a missionary parish. This means the parish is invited to get up out of the pews and to go out into 
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the streets and plazas. Parishes are expected to form mission groups who door knock houses, visit 
hospitals and prisons and retirement homes and other missionary activities. 

 
7. Christian Community 

Latin American parishes see themselves as the Christian community in that area. Belonging to a parish 
means belonging to the local Christian community. The parish is a community of communities including 
BECs, BCCs and other groups, which are all represented in the Parish Pastoral Councils.  

 
8. Another important feature in Latin America in recent years has been the massive growth of Protestant 

Pentecostal Churches in mainly poor areas. You will see many such churches and chapels in your parish 
areas. With the major Pentecostal Churches, it is possible to form some form of ecumenical relationship. 
Many Pentecostal Churches  however on the other hand are opposed to any kind of ecumenical contact 
with the Catholic Church.  

 
In Summary 
 
 Look out  for all the above features in the Columban parishes in Santiago  or Valparaiso where you  
 will be assigned.  
 Be aware of differences and similarities in the way the Catholic faith is lived out in Australia or New  Zealand 
 and Chile.  
 What can you learn from the Catholic expression of faith in Chile and what do you feel you can  teach 
 them? 
 Depending on the parish, you may find yourself assigned to the main parish church or to one of its  BECs. 
 Try to understand the parish structure! Ask about CCBs etc.   

 
Part 2: How will the Mission Experience be organized each day 
 
Attached is a sample Mission Experience programme for a New Zealand or Australian Diocesan Pilgrim group 
in one of the Santiago or Valparaiso parishes. These sample programmes were presented to each Chilean 
parish. At the moment, a special committee has been formed in each parish to work on the sample 
programme given to them. They will decide what is feasible and what is not feasible, what is left out etc. 
 
By being aware of the parish structure outlined above and the 7 special features of Latin American 
Catholicism, you will have a much better understanding of what is going on. These features are woven 
through the sample programme.  
The Australian pilgrims will be lodging in Retreat Houses  whilst the New Zealand pilgrims will be billeted with 
families. The Australian pilgrims will travel by bus to and from the Retreat House each day to their designated 
parish.  
 
The following are some important features of the Sample programme to take into account.  
 
Good Manners and everyday behaviour 
 Always greet when meeting and say good bye when leaving the Chilean youth and parishioners each day in 
a friendly manner. Greet all those in the area with a hand shake or hug for men, a kiss on the cheek for 
women.  
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 Try not to appear "stand offish" even if you feel nervous. The Chilean youth and parishioners will  also be 
 feeling nervous and frightened that you may be looking down on them because they live in a poor 
 marginalized area. Try to avoid this impression.  
 Remember to say "Thank You"-GRACIAS. Be friendly. Acknowledge the Chilean people's presence near 
 you, if you make eye contact even if it is only a nod and a smile.  
 Always greet the local parish priest, other clergy, religious and lay leaders in a respectful and friendly 
 manner. Do not walk past them without greeting them and saying hello.  
 Dress code is also important. Remember you will be in a poorer area. Do not wear expensive clothing or 
 jewellery. Be sensitive to the situation of our Chilean hosts. 
 While by all means use cameras and take photos during the visit, do not flash cameras around especially in 
 public places for all to see. In public places, try "to blend in" rather than "stand out" particularly as tourists 
 with expensive cameras, lots of money, I phones, i-pads and other electronic goods.  
 If asked for money, say "no, I do not have any money to spare." Do not flash large sums of money around. 
 Be discrete ! If someone asks to borrow any of your personal items such as camera, phone, i-pad etc, say 
 "no", they are not to be lent. You do not have to give an explanations. Just say "no".  
 Keep an eye on all your personal items of value at all times. Do not leave personal valuables lying around. 
 Remember to the people of parish will tend to see you a being extremely rich with a lot of money due to the 
 fact that you were able to pay for the airfare to come to Latin America and come from developed countries 
 like Australia and New Zealand where they imagine everyone is rich. Most of the people in the parish would  
 have only travelled very limited distances. If the chance arises, you may be able to explain that money does 
 not grow on trees in Australia and New Zealand, and that your pilgrimage to World Youth Day comes at 
 great personal and family sacrifice.  
 
Prepare a Power Point presentation with plenty of photos of your Diocesan reality, with a special emphasis on 
the reality of youth in your dioceses and how the Diocesan Youth Ministry tries to respond to that reality. 
 
Prepare an Australian or New Zealand song and dance to present to the Chilean parishioners.  
 
Try to understand the young reality of your assigned Chilean parish when they present their power point 
presentation. 
 
Projects 
The sample programme offers several possible projects which the pilgrims will be involved in. Not all of these 
will be available in each parish . At the moment, the Chilean parish committees are working out which of them 
will be the most feasible to offer.  
 
Churches and Shrines 
When visiting Churches and Shrines, always be respectful, remember where you are and that the Lord is 
present there. Try to understand something of the important, the emotion, the feeling and the strong faith 
behind the Shrines.  Look for signs of  popular religiosity. 
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Pastoral Visitation Selection 
The sample programme offers several possibilities for pastoral visits. It will depend on the reality of each parish 
which the local parish committees are working on the moment. Be friendly and courteous at all times. Try to 
understand the reality of human suffering and pain behind the pastoral situation. 
  
Liturgies 
 Be prepared to participate well with the Chilean Youth and Parishioners in all liturgies in a friendly, open, warm 
manner. Even though you will not be able to follow the Mass in Spanish, you will be easily able to work out the 
parts of the Mass and follow it in that way.   

N.B. Once the parish committee have worked on the final programmes, they will email them to us at the 
Columban Mission Centre for approval. Once approved, we will sent them out to the Diocesan groups to begin 
to prepare well for them. 

 
Part 3: How can each pilgrim get the most out of the Chilean Mission Experience 

 
 Keep a Prayer Journal of the Mission Experience. 
 Pray each day and try to discern what the Lord is trying to communicate with you, show you and teach you 
 each day during the experience. Make time for the Lord each day!!! 
 Be careful not have the mission experience in Chile but miss the meaning." 
 Try  always to understand the other culture and people and not to be on the defensive. Try to stand in their 
 shoes. 
 Go to Chile with an attitude that you are going there to receive something, to learn something, to come 
 away changed, with new ideas and a new perspective on faith and life and new friend. 
  Be prepared to go out of yourself. Reach out to others. Be prepared to make the first move. Don't stand 
 back waiting for things to happen. Get involved even though you may feel nervous. Be prepared to be 
 stretched and to leave your comfort zone.  
 Do your best to communicate, cross barriers, cross frontiers.  
 Always at all times have faith and trust in God that it will all work out. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Diocesan Youth Coordinators, this programme should give you a good introduction to the Mission Experience 
in Chile. We will be happy to help you with any questions you may have. We will be able to go into greater 
depth at the training and information workshop  which are being organized toward the end of February here at 
the Columban Mission Centre in Melbourne. You should already have been advised of this meeting. 
  
Best Wishes and God Bless, 
 
Staff members:    Padre Daniel Harding                             Janette Mentha 
 
Columban Mission Centre 
Melbourne,  31/01/13 
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2013 WYD Mission Experience in Chile 
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ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY 
 

Diocese name

Diocese: Diocese name 
Date:  
Parish:  
Co - ordinator:  
Contact details:  
E:  
P:  
Estimated pilgrims attending:  
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Sample Program for a Diocese arriving on Sunday 14th - Saturday 20th July 2013 
Parish: Santo Tomas 
 
Day: Sunday 14th July 2013 

Time Task 
12.00pm  Arrive Santiago airport.  

 Buses meet pilgrims at airport and take them to the Retreat House 
where they will be lodging.  (Travel time approx 40mins) 

3.00pm  Lunch is served at retreat House. Pilgrims freshen up and settle-in. 
5.00pm  Board buses for 30 minute trip to the Parish of  Santo Tomas (ST). 
7.00pm  A welcome to the Diocesan pilgrims. This will begin with a short 

Liturgy of Thanksgiving for the safe arrival of the pilgrims and to ask 
for God’s blessing for the Dioceson/ ST  Mission Encounter. 
Columban Mission in Chile presented/ Pamphlet.  (Spanish and 
English).   

 Welcome to pilgrims from parishioners-welcome songs from both 
groups. Pilgrims meet the Youth Hosts, Parish Priest, Parish Council 
Coordinator and parishioners. 

7.00pm  Sunday Eucharist. 
8.00pm  Return home to Retreat Centre for supper and early night. 

 
 
Day: Monday 15th July 2013 

Time Task 
8.00am  Breakfast served at Retreat House. 
8.30am  Morning Prayer. 
9.00am  Bus from Retreat House to ST. 
10.00am  Morning Tea for all participants with Informal conversation.  (Té y 

café con azúcar, sin leche. Con galletas). 
10.30-1.00pm  Meeting 1: Youth Hosts, Parish Priest, Parish Council, Parishioners 

and Pilgrims in the Parish Church. 
 Power Point in English and Spanish of the Timetable of Activities for 

the next few days. 
10.30-1.00pm Workshop 1: 

a.) Getting to know each other. Participants are the Youth Hosts and 
Youth Pilgrims. Who am I? What do I do? What are my expectations 
of this Mission Encounter? What am I afraid of? What am I looking 
forward to?  

b.) The Dioceson Reality. What is the youth reality of Diocese Diocese? 
How is the Diocesan Youth Ministry responding to this? What is 
lacking? Where is it heading? 

c.) The ST Reality: The Social, Political, Economic, Environmental, 
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Educational, Health, Youth and Religious Reality. How is the parish 
as a Christian Community responding to this as a part of the 
Continental Mission? What are the needs? What is lacking? What 
can be achieved during these few days. Select one area of pastoral 
and mission responsibility? 

1.00-2.00pm  Lunch served at the Parish Centre. 
2.00-5.00pm Activity 1: Projects ST 

 Different Options available (decided beforehand), such as: 
a.)  Plan and begin painting a mural on one of the parish walls in the 

parish grounds with the social, political, economic, justice, 
peace, creation aspirations combined with a scriptural and 
religious theme.  

b.) Plan and begin developing a garden of flowers and vegetables 
(possibly raised, sustainable, with very low water usage, well 
mulched). 

c.) Cooking workshop of Australian and Chilean specialties to be 
eaten at afternoon tea. 

d.) Chilean Women’s Craft-Sewing Arpilleras with Social, Political, 
Economic, Environmental aspirations from a religious point of 
view.  

e.) Music Workshop-Learn Chilean Hymns and popular songs. 
f.) Prepare with the local youth and parishioners an ecologically 

friendly mud oven. (Items: bricks, 44 gallon drum, chimney pipe, 
wire, mud, iron rods, covering) 
N.B. Each Pilgrim is expected to participate in two of the above 
Project during their time in the parish. 

6.00pm  Eucharist. 
7.00pm  Return to Retreat House, Supper. 

 
Day: Tuesday 16th July 2013 
Important note: Today is a public holiday in Chile due to the Feast of the Patron of Chile,  
“Our Lady of Mt Carmel”. 

Time Task 
8.00am  Breakfast  at Retreat House. 
8.30am  Morning Prayer. 
9.00am  Bus to ST. 
10.00am  Morning Tea with parishioners. 
10.30-1.30pm Activity 2:  

 Visit to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, at Maipu, to 
see Religious Dancing. 

1.30-2.30pm  Lunch served in Parish Centre. 
2.30-4.30pm Activity 3: Projects ST 

 Pilgrims continue their Project Work 
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4.30pm  Afternoon Tea. 
5.00-7.00pm Activity 3: Continued 

 Pilgrims continue their Project Work. 
7.00pm  Eucharist. 
8.00pm  Return to Retreat House for supper. 

 
Day: Wednesday 17th July 2013 

Time Task 
8.00am  Breakfast served at Retreat House. 
8.30am  Morning Prayer. 
9.00am  Bus from Retreat House to ST. 
10.00am  Morning Tea at Parish Centre. 
10.30am Activity 4: Pastoral Visitation Selection 

a.) Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre. 
b.) Aged persons home. ( Meal served in ST parish for the aged) 
c.) Schools, Medical Centres, Police Station. 
d.) Community Centres for Women. 

1.00-2.00pm  Lunch served in Parish Centre. Recreation. 
2.00-5.00pm Activity 5: Sports Afternoon 

 Soccer Game, Table Tennis, Tug of War, Darts, One Legged Races, 
Sack Races etc. 

5.00-5.30pm  Afternoon Tea. 
6.00pm  Eucharist. 
7.00pm Activity 6: Social Evening and BBQ  

 Australians and Chileans present national dances and songs. 
Dance. 

9.30pm  Return to Retreat House for a good rest for tomorrow’s events. 
 

Day: Thursday 18th July 2013 

Time Task 
7.30am  Breakfast served at Retreat House. 
8.00am  Morning Prayer. 
8.30am  Buses to ST. 
9.00am Activity 7: Visit to Santiago accompanied by Hosts to different Shrines 

and important places such as: 
a.) The Cathedral and Plaza de Armas, The Moneda Presidential 

Palace. 
b.) San Cristobel and the Statue of the Immaculate Conception of 

Mary. 
c.) The Shrine of St Alberto Hurtado SJ, the social apostle of Chile. 
d.) The presbytery where Fr. Andres Jarlan received a bullet 

through the wall. 
e.) The General Cemetery.  
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f.) Valparaiso y the Ecological Centre. 
N.B Lunch to be served during the excursion. 

7.00pm  Eucharist back in the parish. 
8.00pm  Dinner served in Parish Centre. 
8.30pm Activity 8:  Indoor Games Night 
9.30pm  Return to Retreat House. 

 
Day: Friday 19th July 2013 

Time Task 
8.00am  Breakfast served at Retreat House. 
8.30am  Morning Prayer. 
9.00am  Buses to ST.  
10.00-10.30am Workshop 2: The Continental Mission and the Parish Mission Group 
10.30-1.00pm Activity 8: Mission Experience  with the Parish Mission Group as a part 

of the Continental Mission. 
 Door-knocking and missioning one section of the parish. A specially 

prepared pamphlet about the parish and its activities can be given to 
each house (or a Parish Calendar with a photo of the parish church 
and parish activities). 

1.00-2.00pm  Lunch served at Parish Centre. 
2.00-6.00pm Activity 9: Visit to Shrine of St Teresa of the Andes. 
7.00pm  Eucharist. 
8.30-10.00pm Activity 10:  

 Friday Night Social Evening, Dance and farewell from  the whole 
Parish to the Pilgrims. 

 
 

Day: Saturday 20th July 2013 - Day of retreat  

Time Task 
8.00am  Breakfast at Retreat House. 
8.30am  Morning Prayer. 
9.00am  Retreat begins. 
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Recommended viewing and reading before leaving 
 
 
Movies  
 
“ Missing”   
This movie is about the disappearance in Chile during the Military Coup of an American citizen. True Story. 
Sissy Spacek, Jack Lemmon. 
 
“The House of the Spirits 
”This movie is based on the novel by Chilean author Isabel Allende. Set in the time of the Military Coup. The 
novel is recommended reading. Starring Meryl Streep, Glenn Close and Jeremy Irons. 
 
“Machuca” 
Chilean award winning  movie (English version) about the Salvador Allende socialist experiment years 1970-
73, leading up to the military coup in 1973. Show the social contrasts between the rich and the poor living in 
shanty towns. 
 
“Motor Cycle Diaries” 
This movie is based on the diaries of Ernesto Guevara, (Che Guevara) as he and a friend travel by 
motorcycle through Argentina, Chile and Peru. This movie shows Che’s conversion from being a middle class 
Argentinean medical student to become a communist guerrilla fighter through his encounter with the poor of 
Latin America. 
 
Murals 
 
People’s  Street Art  (In Chile)  
Highly colourful street art using social justice and ecology themes around the aspirations of the poor classes 
of people. We will see them in the La Victoria barrio. 
 
Arpilleras - Women’s Art  (In Chile)  
Colourful stitching on hessian cloth to express the JPIC concerns of women, especially during the years of the 
Military Dictatorship.  
 
Music (Before and in Chile). 
The music of social justice for the poor by Violetta Parra and also by Victor Jara.  
 
Book 
 
"My Invented Country” by Chilean Isabel Allende.  
In this story, Allende reflects on the country (Chile) from which she was forced to leave and live in exile. Offers 
a good understanding of Chilean culture and people. 
 
 Poetry 
Pablo Neruda,Gabriella Mistral (Chilean Nobel Prize Winners) 
 
Dance (Before and in Chile) 
The "Cueca" is the traditional chilean dance. It is performed by many all over Chile. 
Click here to view the people from Chile dancing the "Cueca" 
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Columban stories from Chile  

 

A missionary’s role 

Fr Harding discusses the role of social division and social class in our lives. 

 

Living and working in another country, particularly as a missionary can change a person in many ways.  It has 
altered my perception about life and the way our societies are organized. It has challenged and deepened my 
Christian faith.  

On returning to Australia for a visit, I saw my country through different eyes and with a new perspective. As an 
Australian missionary living in Chile, I see Chile differently from the Chileans; in many ways I see it from an 
Australian perspective.   

Since coming to Chile, my awareness of the role of social class and social division has greatly developed. This 
is one area where I have changed and have a different perspective from when I arrived.  One becomes acutely 
aware of the different social classes.  The 20% of Chileans who live below the poverty line and the 10% of 
Chileans who live in hard-core dire poverty are in squatter settlements.   

In fact, the top 10% of Chileans earn a monthly salary around AUD$4500 that is 11 times greater than the 
bottom 10% of the population who earn around AUD$400 or less per month.  Yet the cost of living is the same 
for everyone. 

Chile as well as Australia, New Zealand and other Western nations, is undergoing a process of growing 
secularisation, increasing materialism, consumerism and individualism. The dominant neo-liberal economic 
model in Chile promotes winners who are successful and have made it and losers who have not.   

The winners are those who can acquire wealth, success, profit, houses, cars, well paid jobs and health services 
while the losers are those who struggle with poverty, poor and bad working conditions, unemployment, 
inadequate housing, sickness and poor educational opportunities. 
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Chile has tremendous wealth with modern buildings and transport systems, excellent universities, colleges, 
luxurious beach resorts, mansions, large modern shopping malls and the latest cars.  There is also the 
tremendous poverty in shantytowns and squatter settlements with malnourishment and poor access to 
education. 

While I think it’s important to say that the Chilean Government has made some serious efforts to bridge the gap 
between rich and poor, by trying to improve public spending on housing, education and health, there is a long 
way to go.   

For the poor what makes the wound of poverty even more painful is the tremendous contrast between them 
and the great wealth of other Chileans.  The poor urban slum dwellers, the rural campesinos and the 
indigenous peoples, live in a parallel world to the wealthy.  TV shows and commercials reveal to the poor a 
world to which they can never in their wildest dreams aspire. 

Recently I was at home in Australia for holidays during the summer months. While the social differences may 
not be as pronounced as in Chile, they are there.  We also have our winners and our losers.  Visiting the beach 
areas of the Sunshine and Gold Coasts, Bribie Island and Sanctuary Cove and Brisbane, I saw a lot of 
luxurious developments for the wealthy.   

The property market is booming.  Canal estates with private jetties seem to be multiplying. At the same time, 
poorer social groups congregate in suburbs dominated by an increase in crime, unemployment and a welfare 
lifestyle.  How much of our television is dominated by materialistic values, by reality shows, by values that 
promote the success and wealth of the individual self over the common good?   

In Chile as well as in Australia and New Zealand, there are many good and generous people amongst the 
wealthy who help the poor.  However, as members of the Church, we need to be concerned about growing 
social divisions between rich and poor and the consequent need to promote social equality, opportunities and 
economic justice for all. 

By working in poor areas of Chile, I 
became aware of the grave sin of 
“classism,” of how it overvalues 
some people, making them feel more 
important if they are at the top end of 
the scale, or if they are at the bottom 
end of the scale, making them feel 
worthless.   

There is a social stigma attached to 
being poor.  It is something to be 
ashamed of and hide.  Every day in 
Chile, Columbans see the negative 
effects of the sin of classism on 
people and hundreds of lives 
destroyed by poverty, the lack of 
opportunities for dignified work, good 
housing, health care and the chance 
to study.  The poor lie broken and destroyed, strewn across the years of our missionary careers.  

I believe that Columbans, by working with the poor are affected in many ways that perhaps we don’t realise: 
emotionally, spiritually, psychologically and physically. 

Upon meeting someone for the first time I instantly recognise their place on the social class ladder.  This occurs 
by observing a person’s physical appearance, their pronunciation and diction, their clothes, interests and of 
course their homes.  If one comes from the wrong side of the tracks, these social class indicators can lead to 
rejection, prejudice and discrimination in seeking work. 
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When I go home on holidays, my experience from Chile instinctively makes me look at Australian society 
through the prism of social class.  My eyes and ears are open for evidence of social class divisions, 
discrimination and social stigmas.   

 

Fr Dan Harding has been a missionary in Chile since 1991. 
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Go fly a kite 

Many people remember the recent novel and motion picture,  
"The Kite Runner." 
 
If someone told me to "go fly a kite" in New York where I grew up, they 
were telling me to get lost. Maybe that is why I never learned how to 
fly a kite properly when I was a kid!  
 
Here in Chile, being told to fly a kite is an invitation to engage in a 
long-standing tradition and a favourite pastime of Chileans. When the 
winter rains of July and August begin to subside, the first kites can be 
seen streaming high above the houses and apartment buildings of the 
city of Santiago. 
 
It is a sure sign that good weather and spring are on their way. 
Chileans celebrate their national independence on the 18th and 19th 
of September. Part of the traditional celebrations include encumbrando 
volantines (flying kites) The Spanish verb encumbrar  means to "place 
on the heights." 

 It is a marvelous sight to see the sky full of brightly colored kites against the background of the Andes 
mountains.  

Kites are believed to have been brought from China to Europe in the 13th century. It's not easy to calculate 
when or how they arrived in Chile. However, Oreste Plath, the renowned expert on Chilean folklore and 
customs, claims that kites were first brought to Chile by missionary priests in the 17th Century. Religious orders 
like the Benedictines are said to have organised kite flying competitions among themselves and with other 
religious orders. The huge kites which they elevated into the sky were called jotes (vultures) and measured four 
or five metres in length.  
 
It took a team of several men to lift them into the sky and hold them there. 
 
Right now I am working on the southern outskirts of the city of Santiago in the municipality of Puente Alto. 
Puente Alto is the most populated municipality of Chile with over 500,000 inhabitants. Like other poor areas 
where Columban priests, Sisters and lay missionaries work in the Archdiocese of Santiago, this municipality is 
filled with newly constructed housing complexes called poblaciones. One of the major problems of life here is 
overcrowding. The poblaciones lack sufficient space for recreational activities. In fairness, it must be said that 
more parks and playing fields are being built but they are not enough.  
 
Flying kites is affordable recreation for the poor. As spring approaches, here in Puente Alto we are blessed with 
a strong wind called el Raco which comes down through the mountain pass of Cajon de Maipo. This is probably 
the best place in Santiago to fly your kite. During the month of September, streets, vacant lots and fields are 
filled with children, youths and adults flying their kites in the wind.  
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On the weekends, it is a common sight to see a father with his young children teaching them how to raise their 
kites into the sky. For the national holidays, many families will head for the campo (countryside) or for one of 
the bigger parks in Santiago. 
 
Kite making is also a home industry for many of the poor. The materials are cheap: tissue paper, bamboo sticks 
and glue. The cheapest kite is called a pavo and can be sold for as little as 100 pesos (15 cents). The price 
increases as the quality of the product improves. The spools for the string are called carretes and vary in size 
and quality. The ordinary carrete costs only a couple of dollars while the more artistic ones can fetch a price of 
up to $30 dollars. Globalisation also has its effect on this popular pastime. Younger children prefer the plastic 
cometas imported from China because they are more colourful and easier to fly.  
Unfortunately, kite flying can be dangerous. Every year, dozens of children are injured and a few are killed by 
what should be a harmless sport. The government and electric companies organise a campaign against the 
use of hilo curado. Hilo curado is string which has been coated with a paste made of crushed glass powder and 
glue. This makes the string stronger and razor sharp. Competitions are organized among the children and 
youths to see whose kite can cut loose his opponent's string and send the kite off into open space.  
 
The loose kite falls through the sky and the children chase it, racing with abandon to become the new owner of 
the fallen kite. Inevitably, some child will be hit by a passing car as he races recklessly in pursuit of the prize. 
Sometimes the kite lands on a roof or a tree and a child who has climbed up to retrieve it will fall and break an 
arm or a leg. Hilo curado as well as nylon and metal string are conductors of electricity. Children can be burnt 
or electrocuted if the string of their kites touches high tension wires. 
 
The kite flying season is short lasting only about two months. For some strange reason, they practically 
disappear after the national holidays. Then the serious devotees of this sport begin their competitions. I am told 
that there are at least 12 different kite clubs in our parish. 
 
When I think about it, I realise that for many of the poor, kite flying is about more than recreation. It lifts their 
tired spirits and expresses a deep desire not to be limited by the harshness of life.  

 

Fr Michael Hoban went to Chile in 1972 as a Columban missionary priest. 
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Ordinary people doing extraordinary things 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the great rewards of being a missionary priest is the opportunity to meet and work with extraordinary 
people. Since I was appointed the Episcopal Vicar of the Southern Zone of the Archdiocese of Santiago, Chile, 
I have been privileged to meet dozens of extraordinary people: laymen and lay women, deacons, sisters and 
priests.  

 
They are ordinary people who are inspired by their faith to do extraordinary things in some of the most 
dangerous neighbourhoods of the city. Over the past several decades, there has been an explosion of violence 
in the poorer “poblaciones” (housing complexes) fuelled by drug trafficking.  

 
Twenty years ago, José Agustin was returning to his home on a Sunday morning when he was attacked and 
murdered. He was killed right in front of his home in Lo Espejo, one of the poorest municipalities of the city of 
Santiago.  

 
For Señora Nancy Orellana and her husband the loss of their son murdered so tragically brought them to the 
brink of despair. She decided that her faith in the Risen Christ could not allow her to be submerged in her own 
loss nor live the rest of her life condemning the people who commit such horrible crimes.   

 
For many years she had worked as a volunteer with Sr Roset Garriga, a missionary Sister trying to rehabilitate 
men and women who suffer from the disease of alcoholism.  She knew that a high percentage of crimes are 
committed by people who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. She knew that the only way forward was 
to do whatever she could to help them recover sobriety.  So in the year 2000 she founded the Casa de 
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Rehabilitación (House of Rehabilitation) "Jesús de Nazaret" which is located in Las Turbinas, one of the biggest 
shantytowns in the city of Santiago. Columban missionaries have pastoral responsibility for this area. 

 
The facilities of the Casa de Rehabilitación are very basic: a couple of dormitories with bunk beds, several 
individual bedrooms, showers and bathrooms, kitchen and dining room, laundry, a living/recreation room, a 
meeting room, office, storeroom and patio. The entire structure is built with wood and in constant need of 
repair.  
Recently the kitchen nearly burnt down. There was no gas to cook with, so a wooden stove was being used to 
cook dinner. Too much fuel ignited the back wall, but fortunately the fire was quickly extinguished. 

 
Men of all ages live at the Casa de Rehabilitación but their therapy is conducted outside the home at the 
Rehabilitation Clinic Monseñor Enrique Alvear. Nancy works closely with Fr Sergio Naser, the Director of the 
Clinic. He is the founder of the Clinic and has worked for more than 40 years rescuing several thousand men 
and women from the diseases of alcoholism and drug addiction.  

 
The men go each day to the Clinic where they take part in individual and group therapy. They are supervised 
by a professional staff of doctors, psychologists and social workers.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
When they return from the Clinic, their time is spent in doing the various domestic chores in the Casa.  

 
For many of the men, assuming responsibility for these domestic chores is an important part of their recovery. 
Many of them have lived on the streets and lost the basic habits of personal hygiene and care. Any repairs to 
the buildings are also done by the men. The men are encouraged to look after one another. If one of them is 
sick, another member of the “family” will look after him; take him to the doctor and ensure that his “brother” gets 
proper care. On the weekends, family members are encouraged to visit the men.  
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There are not many rules in the Casa de Rehabilitación. No alcohol or drugs are permitted on the grounds and 
the men are not allowed in the home if they have consumed alcohol or drugs. They can return when they are 
sober. The normal period of residence at the Casa is nine months. Nancy says, “if it takes nine months to be 
born, it also takes nine months to be born again”.  

A deeply religious woman who has read the entire Bible several times, she believes that restoring faith in God 
is an essential ingredient in therapy. All the men are required to attend Mass each Sunday and they must do a 
three-day retreat known as the Conversion Retreat. I have been privileged to hear the confessions of many of 
the men in rehabilitation during this retreat. I am always struck by the desire of the men to be reconciled with 
their families and with God.     

 
When a man has been sober for several months, he is allowed to visit his home if he has one.  After six or 
seven months, he is encouraged to look for work. For the last few months, he will go off to work during the day 
and return to the home in the evenings. Nancy knows that not all the men are capable of rehabilitation.    
 
For that reason, she has never put a limit on the number of times a man can return to the Casa de 
Rehabilitación. When I visited her she brought me to the room where one member of the family is suffering 
from chronic cirrhosis. “He will die here”, Nancy said and then added, “he will die sober here”.   
 
I asked her if she was discouraged because some of the men would not achieve sobriety. Her answer was a 
definite “no”.  She pointed out with pride that most of her “sons” have returned to their homes and are working 
and taking care of their families. A few even have returned to school and among her “graduates” are teachers, 
lab technicians and other professionals.  

 
Nancy may have lost her son but she continues to be a real mother for many men who are lost. Even though 
she herself has been close to death on numerous occasions due to her own advanced cancer, she says that 
she will continue to work for the rehabilitation of these men for as long as the Lord grants her life. 
 
 

Fr Michael Hoban first went to Chile in 1973. 
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