
 
 
 
 
 

24 July 2012   
 
 
Bishops of Australia 
Address 
Suburb State Postcode      
 
Dear Bishops of Australia 
 
Columbans invite World Youth Day Pilgrims to a four day parish-based mission experience in Chile  
 
In July 2013, the World Youth Day will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  As many of the youth pilgrims attending 
WYD Rio from Australia will be passing through Santiago, Chile on route to Rio de Janeiro, the Society of St 
Columban is inviting these pilgrims to experience first hand parish life and mission in some of the poorest parts in 
Chile.  
 
The pilgrims will experience first hand the mission of the church Ad gentes. We expect to create awareness of the 
importance of the New Evangelization, of overseas and cross cultural mission and to promote vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. 
 
There will be many young people in Chile who will not be able to attend WYD Rio. We see this experience as a 
mini World Youth Day for all participants. Chilean youth from our parishes in poor areas will have an encounter in 
faith with the young Australian pilgrims. 
 
The Columban Fathers have worked in Chile since 1952 in over 30 parishes in poor areas. We have a very good 
name within the local church and society. At the moment, we have several Columban parishes as well as 
neighbouring diocesan parishes who would like to host pilgrims from Australia. A timetable of activities will be 
developed by the teams in the Chilean parishes organizing the visit of the WYD pilgrims and coordinated with the 
Australian Diocesan WYD organizing committee.  
 
Columban Father Dan Harding with twenty one years of mission experience in Chile and Mrs. Janette Mentha, 
Director of Mission Programmes at Columban Mission Centre in Melbourne will help coordinate this part. They will  
make several trips to Chile beforehand as a part of the coordination between Australia and the parishes in Chile.  
 
This has already happened in the case of the WYD pilgrims from the diocese of Christchurch, New Zealand. In 
July, the Director of Youth & Young Adults Ministry, Christchurch, Mr Chris Lysaght accepted an invitation for a 
Columban parish- based mission experience in the parish of Lo Espejo, Chile (Fr Dan's previous parish).  Chris 
travelled to Chile and met with Fr Dan, Janette, the Parish Priest, Parish Council and Parish Youth of Lo Espejo. 
There was a lot of enthusiasm from the Chilean adults and youth who are looking forwarding to getting to know the 
Christchurch pilgrims through a WYD Facebook site. Plans are now underway for the mission experience. 
 
If your diocese is interested in this parish based experience, we invite members of the Diocesan Organizing 
Committee to meet with Fr. Dan and Janette and discuss the details of the visit to Chile. 
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As a part of the coordination between Australia and the parishes in Chile, we invite some  members of the 
Diocesan WYD Organizing Committee to travel to Chile to meet either Fr Dan Harding and Janette. It will be an 
opportunity to visit the parish where their pilgrims would be assigned as the Christchurch diocesan WYD 
committee did. The Columbans in Santiago would provide accommodation during these visits. As Fr Dan is 
returning to Chile in late September, it may be an opportunity for members of your Organising Committee to travel 
with him.  
 
We recognize that there will be some difficulties of communication due to language differences, (English and 
Spanish). Nevertheless, we will provide opportunities for translations when necessary and other forms of 
communication. We do not see this as a serious problem. 
 
The Parish-based Mission Experience programme that we propose would involve the following: 
 
 Accommodation with local families from the parish. Lunch can be served for all in the parish centre. 
 Opportunities for faith sharing through the daily Eucharist, liturgies, bible studies involving the Australian 
 pilgrims and the Chilean parish youth and families. 
 Catechetical  Workshops on the New Evangelization, including the “Continental Mission” which the Latin 
 American Church is actioning as a result of the 2007 CELAM Conference in Aparecida, Brazil.  
 Pilgrims will be able to witness and participate with the  Parish Mission Teams in the task of evangelization. 
 Opportunities to partake in pastoral action through visits to the sick and elderly, shanty towns, rehabilitation 
 centres for substance abuse, homework centres for children and youth, ecology programmes. 
 Pilgrimages to the Shrines of local Chilean saints such as St Albert Hurtado SJ and Carmelite St Teresa of the 
 Andes. 
 Involvement in a particular project with the local parish youth group such as painting a mural, painting run down 
 parish youth centres, planting gardens, clearing up areas.  
 
The  details will be worked out and coordinated into a timetable programme well before the pilgrims leave 
Australia. Cost will be kept to a minimum and will include a Visa into Chile, bus travel to parish and some living 
costs. 
 
Father Dan Harding and Janette Mentha will be in Santiago in July 2013 prior to WYD to facilitate the arrival of the 
pilgrims, money exchange and basic information. They will also prepare workshop material for the pilgrims to use 
before leaving Australia and for use whilst they are in Chile.  
 
We hope you will consider this opportunity and look forward to hearing from you by the 31st August. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Gary Walker, 
Regional Director, 
Australia and New Zealand 
 
 
For further information contact: 
Fr Dan Harding  dharding@columban.org.au  (03) 9375 9422 
Janette Mentha  jmentha@columban.org.au  (03) 9375 9411  


