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Growing a Culture of Peace Monthly Bulletin

# 7  “An Ethic of Enough” 

  August 4th, 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time.  Luke 12: 13-31

Reflection: “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.”

We can all easily be sucked in to greed and spend too much time guarding our possessions. The marginalization 
and deprivation of many peoples worldwide as well as the global destruction of the environment brought 
about by unlimited economic growth, teaches us the folly of consumption that is excessive and wasteful.  We 
can see this in the greed of those who have made fortunes out of the “Global Financial Crisis” while ordinary 
people have lost their homes and their livelihoods. It is the responsibility of the comfortable and the rich to 
assist the poor and to lighten our demand upon the resources of the Earth.

Fact File: During World Youth Day 2013, Pope Francis visited a poor favelo in Rio de Janeiro where he made 
this appeal: “No amount of pacification will be able to last, nor will harmony and happiness be attained in a society 
that ignores, pushes to the margins or excludes a part of itself.  A society of that kind simply impoverishes itself. It 
loses something essential. Let us always remember this: only when we are able to share do we become truly rich. I 
would like to make an appeal to those in possession of greater resources, to public authorities and to all people of good 
will who are working for social justice: never tire of working for a more just world, marked by greater solidarity.”  
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-in-rio-slum-solidarity-with-the-poor-is-not-optional/ 

Learn More: Learn about the Stop Debt Vultures campaign www.jubileeaustralia.org 
Take Action: Start practising an Ethic of Enough and get others to join you:

•	 Take from nature only what is enough. 
•	 Eat only what is enough and buy only what is enough.
•	 Reach out in whatever way you can to those who do not have enough to live in dignity.
•	 Learn from those who live lives of simplicity.  
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