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# 9 “Our Obligation to the Poor” 

October 6th, 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time.  Luke 17: 5-10

Reflection: “We have done what we were obliged to do.” Luke 17: 5-10

One of the concepts understood and honoured by the early Christians was that it was God’s plan that 
the things of the earth were to be shared by all.  St Ambrose, a famous Doctor of the Church taught in 
the 4th Century, “It is not from your own goods that you give to the beggar; it is a portion of your own 
that you are restoring to him. What was given for all in common, you usurp for your own benefit.” In our 
globalised, industrial technological world, many of us benefit: mobile phones, food transported from 
other countries. The list goes on. Do we still honour God’s plan that the things of the earth are to be 
shared by all? How can we grow in our sense of the common good? Our obligation to the poor? How 
can we pass this on to our children? 

Fact File: 
Almost one billion people chronically suffer from starvation and another billion are malnourished. Some 
70% of these people are themselves small farmers or agricultural labourers. Therefore, hunger and 
malnutrition are caused by poverty, and above all by problems with access to food. (From a new United 
Nations Report:  “Wake up before it is too late.”) http://bit.ly/188TGup

Learn More: Australian Columban priest in the Philippines, Fr Brian Gore and the Demonstration Organic 
Farm run by the Negros Nine Foundation which trains local small farmers in sustainable agriculture. 
www.negrosnine.com 

Take Action: World Food Day is on October 17th. Support the Negros Nine Foundation. Contact Fr 
Brian Gore at Info@negrosnine.com 
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