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 # 3 Death, Decay and Life Renewing

April 2nd, 5th Sunday of Lent, John 11:3-45
Reflection:  “Whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”

The song, “Ancient Words ever new, changing me, changing you”, reminds us that the Gospel speaks to us in 
the context of our own times. In the ancient words of John’s Gospel about Lazarus, Jesus said to Martha, “I am 
the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” Martha, his friend, came to recognise Jesus as the Christ. 

Today, with scientific eyes of evolution, we see that Jesus Christ who entered human history at a particular 
time and place, was made from the very same physical elements as us. Physically, we know that death and 
decay as part of nature are not the end but the process of change and growth into something new. This 
enables us to ponder the meaning of the Incarnation differently from the past. Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ 
teaches us that today, “In the Christian understanding of the world, the destiny of all creation is bound up with 
the mystery of Christ, present from the beginning…. From the beginning of the world, but particularly through 
the incarnation, the mystery of Christ is at work in a hidden manner in the natural world as a whole, without 
thereby impinging on its autonomy.” #99. 

Pope Francis teaches us that for Christians “their responsibility within creation and towards nature and the 
Creator” are an essential part of their faith. #64 Today the natural cycles of death, decay and new life are 
threatened by human behaviour. Pope Francis says, “Many things have to change, but it is we human beings 
above all who need to change.”#202.

Fact File: We can see that with the rapid pace of resource extraction, development, and population pressure, 
there are multiple environmental crises. The dying of many parts of the Great Barrier Reef, one of Earth’s 
natural wonders, is just one.

Learn More: Scientists say stopping global warming is the only way to save the Great Barrier Reef. https://
www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/15/stopping-global-warming-is-only-way-to-save-great-
barrier-reef-scientists-warn

Take Action: Join the #Mercy2Earth Campaign, run by the Global Catholic Climate Movement to encourage 
Catholics to reflect on Pope Francis’ important “Show Mercy to our Common Home” message and put it into 
action. The #Mercy2Earth Weekend is April 22-23. For detail see https://www.marchforscience.com/

For further information contact: 

Anne Lanyon

Coordinator Centre of Peace, Ecology and Justice

Level 8, 23 Berry Street, North Sydney NSW 2060

Postal Address: P O Box 968, North Sydney NSW 2059

P: 02 9352 8021 F: 02 8920 1526 E-Mail: pej.cmi@columban.org.au

For the most frequent update and Centre related news and links, please “like” us on
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