
The Columban Mission Institute’s Centre for Peace, 
Ecology and Justice presents this resource to enable 

Christian reflection and response 
during Advent - Year C. 

This Advent Resource, like the Catholic Season of 
Creation Resource, is a free download from 

the website of St Columban’s Missionary Society,  
see: www.columban.org.au

We offer this Advent Resource Year C,  as an aid to 
your teaching and preaching. 

Called  Pathways : Hope for the Journey 
it helps us search for God’s presence, revealed 

over millennia in nature, cultures and 
people seeking wisdom.

www.columban.org.au

Growing a Cul-

Forgiveness and  
Reconciliation

The Power of Active 
Non-Violence

An online resource suitable for  parishes, youth groups, religious congregations,  
peace, social justice and community groups. 

Advent Resource 2015 - Year C

ONLINE RESOURCE

DOWNLOAD NOW! 

1st Sunday 
of Advent

2nd Sunday 
of Advent

3rd Sunday 
of Advent

4th Sunday 
of Advent

Ffurther information: E: charlesrue@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8000

Why Donate? 

Preparing Mission Resources is part of our 

ongoing work of mission awareness raising. 

We see this work as an important part of the 

Columban Society’s service to the Mission 

of the Church here in Australia. We would 

be grateful for your donation to help towards 

continuing this service. 
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ADVENT ONLINE RESOURCE

Pathways: Hope for the Journey  
1st Sunday Advent C  -  29 November 2015

Liberation
Your way is true Ps 24 

Prayer Points 
Searching for the light of the Word 
Honesty and integrity in the land 
The Human race to love each other
Progress in the kind of life we’re meant to lead
Stand erect as liberation is at hand 
Stay awake, pray at all times.
 
Dialogue 
Advent is a time to search and appreciate other 
ways. Fifty years ago the Vatican II document on 
interfaith dialogue taught that the whole human 
family carries a spiritual impulse. All that is true and 
holy in religions and philosophies carries images 
of God. Mutual learning creates a common vision 
for the future. Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ named 
dialogue with ecological scientists and campaigners 
as integral to God’s mission and Catholic living.  

Confident not bewildered
Ecology puts humanity within a comfortable earthly 
home. Locating ourselves within earth’s systems 
of nature puts us in a secure place. In that place 
we learn from its systems to grow new livelihoods. 
Humanity can progress without apocalyptic calamity.

A donation for the use of this resource is appreciated

For further information: E: charlesrue@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8000 www.columban.org.au

 

Prayers of Faithful 
• Lord, you have graced our hearts with a desire 

for freedom. May we search for signs of your 
saving presence in all that surrounds us.

• Lord, you have graced our lives with diverse 
teachers and leaders. We pray for the 
negotiators on Climate Change in Paris.

• Lord you have been generous to us through 
the gifts of earth. May we respect them and use 
them responsibly as Pope Francis asks.

• Lord, you have set us in an evolving world. May 
we look for messages of hope so that we do not 
live in fear but can stand erect.

• Lord, you have graced us with the power to 
change for the good. May we not be lured into a 
self-centred lifestyle but choose to grow. 

Profile 
Thomas Merton was a seeker. He began his search 
for meaning in his life as a lover of literature. 
Converted to God, he searched the Scriptures and 
became a Cistercian monk. A prolific writer about 
the mystical journey he sought out the wisdom of 
other faiths through dialogue with prominent Asian 
spiritual figures. He enhanced his appreciation of 
Christ by relishing the practices of Zen Buddhism 
and communion with nature through Taoism. 

Action
•     Join an inter-faith group such as the Faith  
      Ecology Network.  www.faithecology.net.au

•     Read Pope Francis Laudato Si’ - On Care for   
      Our Common Home.
      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-4Jz6hImz0

•     Visit the Columban Inter-religious Dialogue         
      Website. http://columbanird.org/

We ourselves are dust of the earth 
(Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made 
up of her elements, we breathe her 

air and we receive life and 
refreshment from her waters. 

Laudato Si’ , #2

mailto:CharlesRue%40columban.org.au?subject=
http://www.columban.org.au
http://www.columban.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/columban.mission.institute
http://www.faithecology.net.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-4Jz6hImz0
http://columbanird.org/


ADVENT ONLINE RESOURCE

Pathways: Hope for the Journey 
2nd  Sunday Advent C  -  6 December 2015

REJOICE  
Delivered from Chains, Ps 125 

Prayer Points 
The Son makes the night radiant 
Judge wisely the things of earth
Put on the beauty of God 
The name of God gives life 
Walk in safety, in the forest shade  
Finish the good work begun in you 
Love as Christ Jesus  

United Nations
Pope Francis addressed the UN: I pay homage to 
all those men and women whose loyalty and self-
sacrifice have benefitted humanity as a whole in 
these past seventy years. He went on to say, we 
human beings are part of the environment … (but) a 
selfish and boundless thirst for power and material 
prosperity leads both to the misuse of available 
natural resources and to the exclusion of the weak 
and disadvantaged. ZENIT.org  25.09.2015

 
The ultimate purpose of other creatures is not to 
be found in us. Rather, all creatures are moving 

forward, with us and through us, towards a 
common point of arrival, which is God 

Laudato Si’ ,  #83

A donation for the use of this resource is appreciated

For further information: E: charlesrue@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8000 www.columban.org.au

Prayers of the Faithful
•	 Ever active God who does great things, may 

our greed not impede your ways. Deliver us 
from the chains of self-centred thinking.

•	 Lord,	you	want	to	finish	the	work	you	have	
begun in us. Guide each of us to repent of 
our harmful choices.

•	 Lord, in both ancient and modern times you 
have sent prophets to prepare the way. May 
we be open to look for them.

•	 Lord, you wish that all life be saved. Help 
us to recognise the works for good you are 
doing in our day.  

Profile
Julian Tenison Woods, prominent in Australian 
Church history for helping Mother Mary McKillop 
found the Josephite Sisters, was a writer on 
natural history. Born in London, walking in the 
Jersey forests, and working on a newspaper, he 
learnt many sides of life. A migrant to Australia 
he	was	ordained	in	1857	then	appointed	the	first	
parish priest at Penola. Travelling on horseback 
between churches, in the contemplative silence 
of	the	bush	he	wrote	scientific	articles	on	local	
geology. He combined pastoral care for people 
with knowledge of the social and ecological 
issues of his time. 

Action
•					Read	“Symphony	of	Life,	Julian	Tenison			
      Woods,” published by Sisters of St Joseph,  
      North Sydney. https://goo.gl/kMkXdL

•					Read	“Jesus	and	the	Natural	World,”	Denis	 
      Edwards. www.garrattpublishing.com.au/

Laudato Si’ - Themes
• The poor and the planet are fragile
•	 All	in	the	world	is	connected
•	 Beware	of	the	power	of	Technology
•	 Seek	other	ways	to	understand	the	economy
•	 Each	creature	has	its	own	value
•	 The	human	meaning	of	ecology
•	 The	need	for	forthright	and	honest	debate
•	 The	need	for	International	and	local	policies
•	 The	throw-away	culture	and	lifestyle.
      #16

http://www.zenit.org/en
mailto:CharlesRue%40columban.org.au?subject=
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http://www.facebook.com/columban.mission.institute
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ADVENT ONLINE RESOURCE

Pathways: Hope for the Journey  
3rd  Sunday Advent C  -  13 December 2015

DRAW FROM GOD
Water from the Well, Is 12:2-6

Prayers Points
Look forward to Christ’s birth 
The father is faithful to promises
The earth rejoices, prepare our hearts
Have no fear, dance 
God wants you to be happy, 
When you have a need, pray for it 
The peace of God guards your thoughts 

Year of Mercy 2016
Two Scriptural words for mercy are hesed and 
rahamim – the loving kindness of God and the love 
welling up from the gut. “Can a mother forget her 
infant, be without tenderness for the child of her 
womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget 
you” (Is 49:15). Luke chapter 15 has three parables 
about mercy. In this spirit Pope Francis invites us to 
extend mercy to all in the Year of Mercy 2016. 

Scriptural Reflection  
The Weekday Scripture Readings 17-24 December 
are taken mainly from the Prophets and the 
Gospel of Luke. Judah will be blessed with peace 
culminating with the birth of Jesus who is called the 
Christ, son of Mary and Joseph. He will be a sign 
rising from the House of David, born of God and 
announced by the John the Baptist. Sing praise, for 
God has visited his People. What does it mean for 
the world that God came among us? 

A donation for the use of this resource is appreciated

For further information: E: charlesrue@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8000 www.columban.org.au

Saint Francis shows us just how 
inseparable is the bond 

between concern for nature, 
justice for 

the poor, commitment to society 
and interior peace. 

Laudato Si’ ,  #10

Prayers of Faithful 
• You have blessed us Lord with a desire for 

you. May we be restless and unwavering in our 
search, expectant that we will find.

• Great Holy One, We are blessed by your 
presence among us. May we be happy to 
recognise you wherever you reveal yourself. 

• Like your disciples Lord, you have raised up 
leaders in our parish. May we be one in serving 
your call to mission in word and deed.  

• Lord you gave your People Israel the promise 
of a peaceful land to dwell in. May we welcome 
those who have no country of their own. 

Profile
Sr Mary Tinney is a Sister of Mercy who leads 
Earth Link in Brisbane. It is a community which 
envisions a world where there is respect, reverence 
and care for the whole Earth community. Showing 
Mercy reveals the ‘kindness of God’ in schools and 
hospitals, outreach to the marginalised and those 
suffering, or love for the natural world – an integral 
package which embraces care for all that exists in 
God’s creation. http://www.earth-link.org.au/

Action
•    Give Christmas cards made by the indigenous        
      Subanen people of the Philippines.
      http://goo.gl/B4hXW3

•    Take contemplative time out to recognise God             
      revealed in your special place.

mailto:CharlesRue%40columban.org.au?subject=
http://www.columban.org.au
http://www.columban.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/columban.mission.institute
http://www.earth-link.org.au/
http://www.columban.org.au/publications/the-far-east/2015/the-far-east-october/the-subanens-live-the-christmas-story


ADVENT ONLINE RESOURCE

Pathways: Hope for the Journey 
4th  Sunday Advent C  -  20 December 2015

THE FACE OF GOD  
Be Saved, Ps  79 

Prayers Points 
Fill our hearts with love, 
The power of the Spirit sanctifies Mary, 
Celebrate Christ coming as Saviour
The exiled remnant come 
Live secure: he will be our peace 
The shepherd, the vine carer 
Neither offer sacrifice or holocaust to God
May God’s will be done to me
Blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

Chinese Philosophy
Habitat is a key word in the science of ecology. 
Plants and animals are ‘happy’ if their habitat is 
right, secure and helping each other to grow. For the 
human habitat, Chinese philosophy has contributed:  
the Confucian idea of humanity and nature as one; 
the Daoist view of reflecting nature’s lessons; the 
Buddhist belief that all living things are equally 
important. The phrase of Pope Francis ‘integral 
ecology’ has a similar message.

 

A donation for the use of this resource is appreciated

For further information: E: charlesrue@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8000 www.columban.org.au

Prayers of the Faithful
• Lord, you bless us in the story of the earth’s  

cycles of dying and transformation. Help us 
to view our trials as stepping stones.  

• Lord, you never abandoned your exiled 
remnant Israel. Help us create the Church 
anew in every age.

• Lord you taught that you do not want 
sacrifice but for us to do your will. Help us to 
accept Jesus as the light of our lives.  

• Holy Trinity, you come to us as Jesus, Son 
of the Father, born of Mary and the Holy 
Spirit. May we experience you in the face of 
the Christ present today. 

• Lord you do greater works than we can  
imagine. Expand our hearts and minds.  
Give us courage to find you in this world.  

Profile
Dame Marie Bashir, past Governor of NSW, 
is known as a person of compassion and joy.  
Born in Narrandera, she held various medical 
positions. She says she was inspired by the 
stories of others - from the Wiradjuri people 
to the works of great composers and school 
friends.  

Contradictions
Ecology teaches about the cycles of dying and 
rising in the natural world, mysterious evolution 
and transitions to new things. Likewise, Scripture 
presents us with contradictions in stories of an 
exiled remnant people (Israel) that flourished in a 
barren land. The message for us in these stories 
is one of hope as we find God present with us 
(Emmanuel), in the often messy contradictions of 
modern life.

Action  
•    Give a copy of Laudato Si’ as a Christmas    
      present. www.paulinebooks.com.au 

•    Help grow habitat in your own place. Gain    
      inspiration from Community Gardens. 
      http://communitygarden.org.au 

All is not lost. Human beings, 
while capable of the worst, are also 
capable of rising above themselves, 
choosing again what is good, and 

making a new start. 
Laudato Si’ ,  #205
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