
In “Evangelii Gaudium”, Pope Francis writes about the 
economic system as one of the major problems facing 
the world. He says, “No to an economy of exclusion 
and inequality”, criticising the trickle-down theory 
which leaves the excluded still waiting. #53-55. He says, 
“No to the idolatry of money and the dictatorship 
of an impersonal economy lacking a truly human 
purpose.”#55-56. He says, “No to a financial system 
which rules rather than serves”, reminding financial 
experts, “Not to share one’s wealth with the poor is to 
steal from them and to take away their livelihood. It is 
not our own goods which we hold, but theirs.” #57. 

The Beatitudes are a call, not to help the poor catch the 
scraps tossed from the table of the rich, but to move the 
table so that the poor can sit around it and share in the 
gifts of the Earth. Let’s get involved in bringing about a 
fairer economic system. www.oxfam.org , Thomas Piketty, 
Capital in the Twenty First Century.
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“God created the universe in such a manner 
that all in common might derive their food from 
it, and that the earth should also be a property 
in common to all. Why do you reject one who 
has the same rights over nature as you? It is 

not from your own goods that you give to the 
beggar; it is a portion of his own that you are 

restoring to him. The earth belongs to all.’” 
St Ambrose (340-397CE)

#5 The Violence of Poverty

“Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity; 
it is an act of justice. Like Slavery and 
Apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is  
man-made and it can be overcome and 

eradicated by the actions of human beings. 
Sometimes it falls on a generation to be great. 

YOU can be that great generation. Let your 
greatness blossom.” Nelson Mandela

Poverty is a form of violence against the dignity of the 
human person. It restricts the possibilities for total human 
development.  The growth of prosperity in Australia and 
globally has not resulted in a fairer society. It has only 
served to increase the divide between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-
nots. The Oxfam report, “Working for the Few” highlights 
the extremes to which this has led: 85 individuals have the 
same amount of the wealth of 50% of the world’s people. 
Thomas Piketty, French Professor of Economics has written 
about the emergence of a new patrimonial capitalism which 
governments are enabling by privatising national wealth. 

The competitive free market economic system pits the 
strong against the weak, demeaning, and even blaming the 
most vulnerable for their plight. The faces of this system are 
of those who die from preventable diseases simply because 
they don’t have access to basic health care, or those who 
sniff glue to keep the hunger pangs at bay, or those who 
sleep rough because of no shelter. 

“We must make connections between 
unjust loans that hurt our local and global 

communities.” Jubilee for students

http://www.oxfam.org/


Growing up in Blacktown, on the  
outer-western fringe of Sydney, John 
Falzon was schooled in the realities of 
class. He set off early in search of a way 
to live out a commitment to building 
a new society, working at different 
times as a youth worker, a community 
development worker on large public 
housing estates, an academic, a 
researcher, and now the CEO of the 
St Vincent de Paul Society National 
Council. 

He cherishes the privilege of being able 
to listen to and learn from the people in 
society who are excluded and unheard. 
He uses whatever opportunities he 
can take, as a member of the massive 
movement for social justice and social 
change, to speak and write about the 
violence of poverty and inequality in 
people’s lives. “Our social and economic 
structures are based on widening 
inequality. These structures humiliate 
and disempower people. The dominant 
discourse criticises people for their own 
marginalisation. Our twin enemies are 
surfeit and despair. Our twin objectives 
are a redistribution of wealth and a 
redistribution of hope,” he says.

For further information: E: pej.cmi@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8001 www.columban.org.au

Even as the Philippines struggles to 
rebuild after Typhoon Haiyan, the 
government has to repay loans of 
US$6.7bn per year. 
http://columban.org

Jubilee USA has been praised by 
the Vatican for bringing together 
Muslims, Jews and Christians to 
work on debt, taxes and financial 
reform in order to end poverty.  
www.jubileeusa.org

Jubilee Australia as part of the 
global Jubilee movement promotes 
accountability for the causes of 
poverty and injustice in the Asia 
Pacific and elevates the voices of 
affected communities. 
www.jubileeaustralia.org

For every $1 in aid to developing 
countries, several dollars, which 
should be spent building hospitals 
and schools, slip out through tax 
dodging. Up to US$255 billion is lost 
every year to governments around 
the world because of the no or low 
taxation of funds in offshore centres. 
The Tax Justice Network Australia 
is a growing network of individuals 
and organisations calling for fairer 
tax systems.

Many countries rich in finite 
natural resources such as oil, gas 
and minerals are burdened by 
their bounty instead of blessed by 
it. In fact two thirds of the world’s 
poorest people live in resource-
rich countries. The Publish What 
You Pay campaign works towards 
transparency and accountability 
in the mining and oil and gas. 

Fact File

Discuss:
What does Pope Francis mean by 

“an economy of exclusion”. How can 
you say no to it?

Profile of a Peacemaker

Useful Links

The Story of Stuff :
www.storyofstuff.org

An Action Agenda for Sustainable 
Development:
www.unsdsn.org 

Steady State Economy:
www.steadystate.org 

St Vincent de Paul Society:
www.vinnies.org.au

Tax Justice Network Australia:
 www.taxjusticenetwork.org.au 
 
Publish What You Pay:
www.pwypaustralia.org 

To get to the shacks and 
shanties where Miguel’s 
mother lived, we crossed 
a river black as tar with 

pollution. Plastic bags and 
human waste floated as 

the slums have no sewers 
or toilets. The footbridge 
was rickety, dangerous, 
and made by the people 

themselves with scraps, just 
like their shacks and hovels.  

Fr Shay Cullen, Columban 
Missionary priest.

“You will never understand violence or 
nonviolence until you understand the violence 
to the spirit that happens when you watch your 

children die of malnutrition.”
Institute for Food & Development Policy
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