
Christianity is about hope. In 1990, Pope John Paul 
11 called for an ecological conversion for all people.  
Through repenting from our harmful ways, we can 
grow into new attitudes, healing and creating better 
relationships not only with humans but with all of 
creation.

Scientists and indigenous peoples teach us that all 
creatures are parts of the one web of life. From our 
ecological vocation, we are called to make decisions that 
locate us within these natural cycles, not outside them. 
In growing a culture of peace, people need to recognise 
their intimate relationship with the natural world. We 
depend on it as God upholds every moment of our 
existence. An attitude of respect for creation is grounded 
in a deep sense of the sacred. 

ONLINE RESOURCE

Anzac Centenary Edition 1915-2015
The Way of Peace

Anzac Centenary  
1915-2015

#6 Violence Towards the Natural World

Destroying Earth destroys the bedrock of Peace. Violence 
done to the earth itself is a part of war. It tears down 
what God has created through eons of evolution on this 
wondrous blue planet. 

Historically warfare has used the natural world as a weapon. 
Wars cause habitat destruction, pressure on natural systems. 

Large scale mining, over-fishing, logging of native forests, 
pollution are also forms of violence, contributing to loss of 
species. 

Today, because of the negative effects of human 
anthropocentric arrogance on the natural world, scientists 
have named this era the Anthropocene. An attitude of 
domination and disrespect for the integrity of creation has 
led humanity to become a threat, not only to the survival 
of other species, but to the survival of the human species 
itself. The values and ideas that contribute to environmental 
destruction are the same as those that contribute to 
injustice and the oppression of people. 

“When you besiege a city a long 
time, to make war against it in 

order to capture it, you shall not 
destroy its trees by swinging an 
axe against them; for you may 

eat from them, and you shall not 
cut them down. For is the tree of 
the field a man, that it should be 

besieged by you?” Deuteronomy 20:19

“We must join together to bring forth a 
sustainable global society founded on respect 
for nature, universal human rights, economic 

justice, and a culture of peace”.  
EarthCharter www.earthcare.org.au 

A German officer in 1918 painted a WWI death scene: 
‘dumb, black stumps of shattered trees which still stick up 

where there used to be villages. Flayed by splinters of bursting 
shells, they stand like corpses’. 

http://www.earthcare.org.au/


Miriam Pepper tries to live out the 
implications of her belief in God at the 
centre of the interconnectedness of all 
life. She believes in the proper place of 
humans in that web of life. As well as 
committing herself to reducing her own 
ecological footprint, she works part-time 
in the Uniting Earth Ministry of the 
Uniting Church NSW/ACT Synod where 
among other things she has contributed 
to the development of the policy of 
divestment from fossil fuel investments 
by the Uniting Church. 

She also contributes to the Faith Ecology 
Network (FEN)  faithecology.net.au and 
the Australian Religious Response to 
Climate Change (ARRCC) 
www.arrcc.org.au/

She regularly speaks to a variety of 
audiences on matters of religion 
and ecology. She has participated 
in nonviolent actions opposing coal 
mining.

For further information: E: pej.cmi@columban.org.au or Ph: 02 9352 8001 www.columban.org.au

•	 “The Devil’s Garden”, is the name 
of where18 million landmines 
were buried in 1921 in the sands 
of El Alamein, mostly by the 
British.  

•	 The testing and manufacture 
of the nuclear bomb has left 
persistent environmental damage 
around the world, including 
Maralinga, SA.  

•	 Kuwait’s burnt-out oilfields in 
the First Gulf War made healthy 
grazing land useless. Greenery 
and wildlife is now coated in oil 
residues that affects water flow, 
seed germination and microbial 
life.  

•	 The US military defoliated 
Vietnam’s forests 1962-71 using 
72 million litres of chemical 
spray. It killed coconut trees, left 
animal offspring deformed and 
seeds that would not germinate.  

•	 The Mesopotamian marshes 
once stretched over 20,000 
square km and gave images 
for the Bibles Garden of Eden 
story. They have been largely 
drained for military operations. 
The interconnected lakes, 
mudflats and reed marshes were 
once a crucial stop millions of 
migratory birds and the nursery 
for the Persian Gulf ’s fish and 
shrimp industry.  
www.ppu.org.uk 

•	 The Earth’s Nine Life Support 
Systems are being stretched to 
breaking point. 
www.newscientist.com

Fact File

Profile of a Peacemaker Discuss:
The survival of the human is 

dependent on the life-giving ability 
of the planet.

Useful Links
Does Climate Change Mean More 
Conflict? 
www.columbans.co.uk

Bombed: The Effects of War on the 
Environment.
www.greenliving.about.com

Catholic Earthcare Australia:
www.catholicearthcare.org.au

Linking Ecology and Religion:
www.columban.org.au 

Stations of the Forests:
www.columban.org.au 

Make Tomorrow Better:
www.maketomorrowbetter.com.au

Cartoon source: Michael Leunig; www.leunig.com.au

“Each species is a 
unique real-isation of 
living possibility, an 

aspect of the  
real-isation of God.”  

Dr John Feehan

“No peaceful society can 
afford to neglect either 

respect for life or the fact 
that there is an integrity to 

creation.” Pope John Paul II, 
World Day of Peace Message, 1990
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