
The Far East
COLUMBAN MISSION MAGAZINE

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2011        PRICE $1

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY

Far East Nov/Dec 2011  9/11/11  11:20 AM  Page 1



          

3 From the Director
A new Director for Christmas.

4-5 The Christmas revolution
The Communist revolution is over.

6-7 Silver for marathon man
25 years ordained. Well done!

8 What is Advent all about?
An explanation of Advent.

9 The Magi
We worship Jesus in our hearts.

10-11 Let’s get going
A customised bus is on order.

12-13 Christmas with Jesús
Jesús is a Franciscan doctor/priest.

14-15 No guards and gates.
New hopes and beginnings.

16-17 Mission World & Editorial

18-19 I feel at home
Fr Colin McLean has two homes.

20-21 Better than The Da Vinci Code.
The Columban calendar ranks best.  

21 A special surprise
Blessings flow from paintings.

22 New leadership team / Awards for The Far East
New leadership team at Columban Mission Centre and
Columban Mission Institure.

The Far East wins awards at the Australasian Catholic Press
Association (ACPA).

IBC Support Columban Mission 

ContentsThe Far East
NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2011
Vol 93, No. 10

THE FAR EAST is devoted to furthering the missionary
apostolate of the church and is published by 
St Columbans Mission Society.

THE SOCIETY was founded in 1918 as a society of secular
priests dedicated to the evangelisation of the Chinese 
and other overseas people. It is an exclusively 
missionary society. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: $10 per year (AUSTRALIA)

AUSTRALIA
St Columban’s Mission Society 
69 Woodland Street 
Essendon Vic 3040
Postal address:
PO Box 752, Niddrie Vic 3042
Tel: (03) 9375 9475
TFE@columban.org.au
www.columban.org.au

NEW ZEALAND
St Columban’s Mission Society
P.O. Box 30-017
Lower Hutt 5040
Tel: (04) 567 7216
columban@iconz.co.nz
www.columban.org.au

Publisher: 
Fr Noel Connolly
director@columban.org.au

Editor: 
Fr Gary Walker
TFE@columban.org.au

Editorial Assistant: 
Jacqueline Russell
TFE@columban.org.au

Designer: 
Paragon Art
paragon@paragonart.com.au

Programs Director: 
Mrs Janette Mentha
jmentha@columban.org.au

Cover:
Face of a tribal man in the
Golden Triangle, Thailand.

Photo:
Fr Patrick A. Connaughton

Saint Columbans Mission Property Association    
A.B.N. 17 686 524 625

Printed by Complete Colour Printing Melbourne

1412

Far East Nov/Dec 2011  9/11/11  11:20 AM  Page 2



A new Director for Christmas

From the Director

his is my first Director’s Column in The Far East
magazine. I became the Regional Director on November

23rd, the feast of St Columban, for a period of three years. 
I am in the unique position of writing both the Director’s
Column and the Editorial for the next two issues of the
magazine. We will have a new editor for the March 2012
edition of The Far East. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Fr Noel
Connolly, the outgoing Director for his leadership of the
Australia/New Zealand Region over the last six years. 
(A Regional Director may be appointed to two terms of three
years). In the context of the magazine, The Director’s Column
has become increasingly popular with readers who obviously
liked what Fr Noel wrote. They have appreciated his
missionary perspectives and challenging insights written in
accessible language. What is more, we have received
comments from readers that he has given them hope for 
the future.

I hope that Fr Noel continues to write for The Far East when
he has time. Our readers, including myself, will look forward
to what he has to write about our contemporary world,
observing it through ‘the lens’ of mission.

By the time you receive The Far East, the season of Advent
will be well under way and the wonderful feast of Christmas
just over the horizon, ready to emerge into our lives with 
its mystery and magic (magic in the sense of attraction 
or captivation). 

Advent is a season when we wait for someone we love, look
forward to their appearance with anticipation and longing.
How exciting it will be to see them again and be together!

We wait for people to come home or we may be the person
coming home. This is our experience and it applies to our
homely God as well. Some people are just waiting to go
home to God. But others are praying that God will come to
them and fill them with God’s presence. It happens to people
often but they don’t talk about it in case others think they are
odd or too religious.

When I worked in Jamaica I asked a Rastafarian man to carve
me a set of Christmas figures for a crib that we intended to
set up outside a small Church in the parish. (Rastafarians
believe that Haile Selassie, the former Emperor of Ethiopia is
God incarnate, the reincarnation of Jesus Christ). This young
sculptor agreed to do the work but told me that I had to
describe the figures in the Christmas story to him and what
they meant to me. I found it a challenging experience. 

How would you describe the Christmas scene to someone
who has no knowledge of Christmas? I challenge you; what
would you tell them?

Christmas is not a ‘baby’ feast in which increasingly secular
images can only be described as ‘twee’. Christmas is the
unfolding story of the life of Jesus of Nazareth, born in
Bethlehem, a complete human being who confronted evil and
defeated it. He is God, let us celebrate!

director@columban.org.au
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The Director’s Column has become increasingly
popular with readers who obviously liked what
Fr Noel wrote. They have appreciated his
missionary perspectives and challenging insights
written in accessible language.

T
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he “Great Cultural Revolution,” to
use the Chinese expression, swept

like a tsunami over China in the
decade between 1968 and 1978. It
was, apparently, a ploy by the Chinese
leader, Mao Zedong, to reassert his
control over the country. It led to
crowds of students marching and
shouting slogans as they waved the
Little Red Book of Mao’s thoughts. 

Under Mao’s direction the students
condemned the “four olds,” that is,
everything connected with traditional
Chinese life and culture. As a result,
many traditional Chinese works of art
were lost.

Christmas becomes Chinese

By contrast, a different kind of cultural
change is now taking place quietly,
and is linked to a festival of peace-
namely, the celebration of Christmas.
The Chinese call Christmas Eve
“Peaceful Night,” a name which
probably derives from the Chinese title
of the Christmas carol, “Silent Night.”
Christmas is gradually being
incorporated into the Chinese calendar
of festivals. In the past, when I used to
ask students how Christmas is
celebrated, they often prefaced their
answer with the comment, “Christmas
is a Western festival.” 

Now, many students begin their
answer with: “In China this is the way
we celebrate Christmas.” And, indeed,
they have developed new and
interesting ways of celebrating the
feast. In China, many foods have a
symbolic meaning and are eaten
during certain celebrations of which
they express the significance. For
example, noodles, which are long, are
eaten on birthdays to express the wish
for a long life. 

In Chinese, the expressions for peace
and for apple are quite similar, and,
because of the association of
Christmas with peace, students give an

apple or apples as Christmas gifts. It
may for instance be an unadorned
apple handed to a teacher at the end
of an exam though frequently, the
apple is wrapped in glossy coloured
paper, with a ribbon attached. This
year I received an artificial apple which
a student had laboriously assembled
with red beads, topped with green
beads to represent leaves.

At one time students in universities
were warned not to hold Christmas
parties, but those days seem to have
passed. Large numbers of students go
to midnight Mass, or midnight service
in Protestant churches, though many
of them have little understanding of
the real meaning of Christmas. 

Christmas and Chinese New Year

Chinese regularly compare Christmas
and the Chinese New Year celebration,
which comes about a month later and
remains the most important holiday in
the Chinese calendar. The alternative
name of the holiday, namely, Spring 

Festival, seems to express its basic
meaning, that is, the renewal of life in
nature after winter. However, it has a
very profound social significance and
often seems to involve a deep sense of
communion between family members
who come together for the
celebration. 

The importance of this aspect can be
gauged by the hundreds of millions of

people who return home by train,
plane, and bus, often travelling very
long distances, to be reunited with
their families at this time. On New
Year’s Eve the family has a meal
together and younger members of the
family make a symbolic sign of respect
to parents and grandparents by
bowing before them. 

During the festival, which lasts for
several days, some families may visit
the Family Hall in their native village,
where a book containing a genealogy
of the family is kept. Older students
remember with nostalgia what the
Spring Festival meant for them as
children as they reminisce about the
gifts of new clothes from their parents,
and the red envelopes with money
inside which they received from
grandparents, aunts, and uncles. Now,
however, some students say they
prefer Christmas because it is more
interesting and lively. 

Shoring up traditional festivals

However, in spite of the more ready
acceptance of Christmas in recent
years, there have also been some
complaints that Western festivals are
taking over from traditional Chinese
festivals. It seems that the government
shares these fears, and, as a result, has
taken measures to correct the trend. 

Some festivals, such as Tomb
Sweeping Day in April or May, or 
Mid-Autumn Festival, which previously
were normal working days, have now
been made state holidays.
Nevertheless, in spite of these
measures, it looks as if Christmas, at
least, is set to find a place among
China’s traditional festivals.

Joe Houston is a Columban priest
teaching in China.

Christmas is becoming a popular festival in China.

The Christmas Revolution
JOSEPH HOUSTON  

The Chinese call Christmas Eve
“Peaceful Night,” a name
which probably derives from
the Chinese title of the
Christmas carol, “Silent
Night.” Christmas is gradually
being incorporated into the
Chinese calendar of festivals.

T

CHINA
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r Dan O'Connor won a couple 
of marathons on the West 

Coast, South Island of New Zealand
not long before he was ordained. 
(His sister Mary O'Connor was a
member of the New Zealand Olympic,
Commonwealth Games and Cross
Country teams). 

In Pakistan he became the centre of
attention when he stripped down to
running gear to run a marathon in
Lahore. In the Gospel phrase "the
people were amazed at this man” who
was no Pakistani; even more so when
he showed them he was no slouch at
running.

In the Pakistan 'Olympic Games'
marathon of 1984 after gaining
second position behind the winner

from Nepal, he was disqualified from
obtaining points for the Punjab team
whose singlet he wore as he was
declared to be not a true Punjabi.  

However the years catch up with all
marathon men and Fr Dan recalls a
man in the crowd shouting out
encouragement to him in words that
meant, ''Well done old man, keep
going.”

Dan O'Connor was born in Hokitika on
the West Coast of the South Island of
New Zealand on February 17, 1951.
His parents Timothy and Tarcille had
seven children, four boys and three
girls, Dan being the fifth in the family.

He attended the local State school
from 1956 to 1963 and completed his
secondary schooling at St Mary's High
School run by the Sisters of Mercy in
Hokitika in 1967.

He comes from a dairy farm
background. At his ordination in
Hokitika at St Mary's parish church he
presented a pair of gumboots as an
integral offering of his life to God. 

After he left school Dan worked for
four years at the Seaview Psychiatric

Silver for marathon man
DANIEL O’CONNOR   

Photos: Fr Dan O’Connor

Fr Dan recalls a man in the
crowd shouting out
encouragement to him in
words that meant, ''Well done
old man, keep going.”

Marathon running is in the family.

Fr Dan with teachers at Catholic school in Badin Sindh.

F
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Hospital, followed by five years as a
dairy farmer in Kokatahi on the family
farm. However he decided to follow
the missionary call and in 1978
travelled to St Columban's seminary in
Sydney to begin studies for the
missionary priesthood.

After completing nearly six years of
study he was sent to Pakistan as part
of the overseas training program in
which students had the chance to
experience real missionary life. He
studied the Urdu language and gained
valuable pastoral experience in both
the Punjab and Sindh provinces. 

Dan was ordained in Hokitika by
Bishop Denis Hanrahan on 13th
December 1986 and appointed to
Pakistan. He renewed his study of
Urdu and lived with a family in the 
old city of Lahore who spoke Urdu.

For three years he worked in the parish
of Sheikhupura about 50kms from
Lahore and with homeless people in
Kut Lutti where he and other
Columbans were successful in having
people who had been evicted from
their lands being reinstated by the
Supreme Court.  

However Dan became ill with hepatitis
A and spent 18 months recovering in
New Zealand. He had been Co-
coordinator of the Lay Missionary
Program in Pakistan and on his return
was involved in parish work once
again in Sheikhupura. 

Fr Dan spent seven years in New
Zealand on mission appeals and supply
work in various parishes in the South
Island thus allowing diocesan priests
to have a break and himself to be near
his ailing parents. He returned to
Pakistan in 2006 and was appointed
to Badin Parish in Hyderabad diocese
in the southern province of Sindh.  

The Parkari Kholi people there have
their own language so Mass is
celebrated in this language. Many
Hindu people as well as Christians and

Muslims live within the bounds of
Badin. The farthest village takes two
hours travel by jeep, much over bumpy
roads and dusty tracks in the semi-
desert area. The Parkari Kholi people
work the lands of wealthy landlords;
they are a poor and oppressed people
who suffer the consequences of
injustice.

Fr Dan is presently on sabbatical leave
at St Columban’s, Dalgan Park, the
headquarters of the Columban Fathers
in Ireland and will celebrate his

25 years of missionary priestly service
with other members of the Columban
Society there. He plans to run the
Dublin Marathon in late October to
raise funds for the mission in Badin.

"‘A'salaam va laikum’ Fr Dan, God's
peace be unto you and for many years
to come."

Fr Daniel O’Connor first went to
Pakistan in 1983.
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or the Church, New Year’s Day 
is not January 1st but the first

Sunday of Advent. For 2012, our
liturgical New Year fell on November
27, 2011. We spend the first several
weeks of each liturgical year waiting
or expecting and this is why it is called
the season of ‘Advent' - from the Latin
word ‘adventus’, meaning ‘arrival’ or
‘coming.’ 

The first readings of the Mass during
these weeks, taken mostly from the
prophet Isaiah, make it clear that we
are waiting for the coming of the
Messiah. (‘Messiah’ is the Hebrew
word for ‘The Anointed One.’)

Week One identifies this awaited one
as a Teacher who will teach the way in
which we should walk (Is. 30:20-21).

Week Two further identifies him as a
descendant of David who will establish
justice on earth (Is. 11:1-10). 

Week Three speaks of this Davidic king
as a star coming out of Jacob (Num.
24:17). 

Week Four speaks of a sign given by
God, namely that a virgin will bear a
son, and will name him Emmanuel 
(Is. 7:14). These are just a sampling of
the liturgical themes that draw our
attention to the 'Coming One.'

Two thousand years ago the Jewish
people, taking their cue from the

prophets, waited for the Messiah’s
arrival. Eventually he did arrive, at least
according to a minority of Jews then
living. This Jewish minority later
distinguished themselves from the
Jewish majority by calling themselves
‘Christians’ - a name that proclaimed
their belief that the Anointed One had
already come. (‘Christos’ is the Greek
word for ‘The Anointed One.’)

Why then, we may ask, do we keep
on reading biblical texts about his
arrival today, since we believe that the
Messiah already arrived 2000 years
ago? And why do we get so excited as
Christmas approaches? Here is a hint:
after reciting the Our Father in the
Mass, the celebrant prays: “Deliver us,
Lord, we pray, from every evil …that
…we may be safe from all distress…
as we await …the coming of our
Saviour Jesus Christ.” So Christians are
still waiting for Jesus Christ - for His
second coming.

For that second coming the early
Christians fervently prayed ‘Marana
tha,’ that is, ‘Come Lord.’ You will find
this prayer in the original Aramaic
language that Jesus spoke, at the end
of St. Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians (cf. 1 Cor. 16:22). You can
find it again at the very end of the
New Testament, but this time the
name ‘Jesus’ is added: ‘Come Lord
Jesus’ (cf. Rev. 22:20). And after the
consecration of the Mass we too
proclaim our belief in the second
coming: ‘We proclaim your Death O
Lord and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.’

But He has not returned so far. Hence,
today we are still awaiting that second
coming, that new ‘adventus’, which is
why we say that prayer after the Our
Father. So, you see, at the beginning
of every Church year we get excited.
By reading the prophets of the Old
Testament each Advent we put
ourselves in a state of hopeful
expectation, like the state of hopeful
expectation the Jews had in the
centuries before Jesus was born.

Fr T P Reynolds was a missionary in Peru
and has lectured in theology for many
years in the USA.

What is Advent all about?      
T P REYNOLDS        

F
Photo: iStockphoto.com

Why, then, we may ask, do
we keep on reading biblical
texts about his arrival today,
since we believe that the
Messiah already arrived 2000
years ago?
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t Matthew reminds us at the end of the Magi story
that they “returned to their own country by another

route...” (Matt 2:12). 

It was a journey of transformation for the three stargazers.
Having drawn near to the sacred, they were awakened to
the mystery of their lives. They are now transformed by the
experience of the Christ Child in the manger and ready to
live in a new and reflective way. 

Just as the Easter liturgy invites us to ask Mary Magdalene,
“Tell us Mary, what have you seen along the way?” so the
Christmas and Epiphany liturgies invite us to grasp the
significance of the transcendental experience of our
travellers from the East. Like Mary they could each reply, “I
have seen the Lord!” 

Having been awakened to the mystery of their lives, touched
and nourished by the energy of the divine, the Magi return
home ready to face the routine of life with new hope and
purpose.

Like the Magi, we, too, are led to Jesus. We are invited to
come close to the borders of mystery, to search for God in
the stable of our hearts. 

In Fr Karl Rahner’s words, ‘we are encompassed absolutely
by God at the moment of our search as we journey through
life by the light of the star.’ Insights from occasional
moments of deep prayer, from reading the scriptures, our
sensitivity to listening to the pain of a friend, may be for us

the star or the brilliant flash of light that leads us to the
Child and his mother.  

We discover that the real journey isn’t to Bethlehem or to
the stable but into our hearts - a journey which is largely
shaped by our own experiences. Prayer and meditation
enable us to integrate all our experiences into our inner
centre, or to partially or completely revise them. 

As Meister Eckhart reminds us, we may on occasion
experience the brightness of the star as much ‘by the fireside
or in the stable’ as we do by devotions, ecstasies and
contemplation. 

Matthew’s reflection on the visit of the Magi invites us to
travel “by another route” (2:12). It also invites us to support
those who are searching for God in the humility of a fragile
baby and who wish to travel home, transformed. This
reflection takes us to a new place. Where that new place is
and how God is leading us there, can emerge in our prayer,
in our commitment and in our sharing of insights to enrich
the community. 

The star that shines over our personal mangers prepares us
to welcome the Light of the World and to deepen our
commitment to mission and mystery. The mystical
experience of finding Jesus and of being completely
encompassed by God must flow into our personal prayer,
liturgies, homes and ministry, so that the mystery of God will
spill over into our lives, our world and into history.

Sr Kathleen Coyle, a Columban Sister, has taught theology in
the East Asian Pastoral Institute in the Philippines. She now
resides in Ireland.

The Magi
SR KATHLEEN COYLE  

The Magi came from the East bringing gifts 
and worshipped the Child.

Photo: iStockphoto.com
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We discover that the real journey isn’t to
Bethlehem or to the stable but into our hearts -
which is largely shaped by our own
experiences.
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he Columbans are working with
two groups of people with

disabilities who now have over 30
people in wheelchairs. According to
the Director of the Centre of Special
Education, Manuel Duato, there are
some 27 students with wheelchairs
among its 200 students. Also, the
Association for People with Special
Abilities (ASPHAD), of which I am
currently president, has seven people

with wheelchairs among its 40 special
people. 

For the last three years we had been
looking for some kind of a bus
adapted to lift up wheelchairs, and set
them down again on arrival at their
school or home. This kind of special
bus is necessary in Lima because public
transport does not cater for people in
wheelchairs.  

Parents struggle each day to get them
to classes or workshops. Drivers are
reluctant to have the extra work of
lifting a disabled person and the
wheelchair into and out of a taxi, let
alone a crowded bus.

As Manuel Duato finishes its daily
classes by 1:00p.m, one special bus
would be able to cater for wheelchair
students, then have time to attend to

Let’s get going CHRIS BAKER        

Fr Baker is
campaigning for
a custom-built
bus for people
with special
needs.

          

Fr Baker (left) and Fr O'Connell with staff and children staff at Manuel Duato School.
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the more adult people going to the
ASPHAD Centre which functions from
3:00 to 6:00pm. 

Students have to conclude their
enrolment at Manuel Duato on
reaching 18 years of age, whereas
ASPHAD, not being a recognised
school but a homely centre, invites its
people to continue coming for the rest
of their lives.     

English Columban, Fr Ed O’Connell is
president of the Civic Association Fe y
Esperanza which oversees the
management of Manuel Duato. He
agreed that we should try to procure
the right kind of bus for so many of
our special people, who come mostly
from quite poor families.  

Being involved with both centres, I
was deputed to look around for a bus
properly adapted for our wheelchair
people. Our local bishop, Monsignor
Lino Panizza, kindly offered to help us

bring in duty free a bus from overseas. 

That turned out to be much easier said
than done. For a couple of years
enquiries to Japan and then the United
States revealed that their factories
were not willing to adapt their
standard buses to suit our particular
needs. Let local engineers do the
adapting! So the next searcheventually
took us to a Lima agency for
International buses.  

They had one 12 metre bus already
fitted with a hydraulic lift and reserved
space for a wheelchair passenger, but
it was much too big to get in and out
of the areas where we needed it. More
promising was a nine metre chassis
(including engine) they had left from
last year’s stock, which we could buy
and then take to a coach builder for 
a customer-designed bus coachwork.  

We have bought that chassis for
$43,000 and had it delivered to a

coach builder only a kilometre away
from Manuel Duato. The engineer is
drawing up details of how to provide
the best seating for wheelchair people
and storage of wheelchairs as
required. A lift for wheelchair and
occupant is definitely part of the
design.

Thanks to the long delay in finding
such a bus plus the generosity of
various countries, we had been able to
put aside enough to buy the chassis.
Now the remaining problem is how to
pay for this new contract, for which
we need another $46,000. Once again
we appeal to you on behalf of these
people with dependence on
wheelchairs, so that they may be able
to travel with ease and safety to both
our centres. 

Fr Chris Baker first went to Peru in
1977.

          

We have bought that chassis for $43,000 and had it delivered to a coach builder only a
kilometre away from Manuel Duato. The engineer is drawing up details of how to provide
the best seating for wheelchair people and storage of wheelchairs as required. 
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Having a great time at the pool. The broken ground is hard on wheelchairs.
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he first thing I need to clarify is that the Jesús I’m
talking about is from Madrid and his family names are

Galeote Tormo; and of course his name is pronounced ‘Hay-
Zeus’. He is a doctor who got his degrees in medicine from
the University of Salamanca; and he is a Franciscan priest. He
has 17 years of medical practice in rural Bolivia behind him;
seven of those years as a hospital director. 

Were they difficult years? He remembers especially the
tension involved in carrying out late-night emergency
caesarean sections with the help of two local assistants he
had trained and using power from a petrol generator. In all
these cases, day or night, he had to do everything himself,
including anaesthetics. 

In the remote area where he worked these were matters of
life or death; no other help was available. When help did
become available and Bolivia began to supply its own
doctors and medical staff to rural areas Jesús decided to
respond to a request by the Franciscan superiors for
volunteers for Thailand.

I had the pleasure of spending last Christmas with him in the
far north of Thailand, in Chiang Saen in the ‘Golden
Triangle.’ This is the area along the banks of the Mekong
River where Thailand, Burma and Laos meet. I had a special
interest in accepting his invitation. Many of the students I
teach in Bangkok come from the north of the country and I
like to take any opportunity I can to get to know
theirbackground - even if it involves an almost 1,000km bus
journey.

The previous year I was in the western part of the diocese,
also along the Burmese border, in the province of Mae Hong
Son. Some people in one village were mildly complaining
that the parish priest rarely showed up; he usually sent the
assistant. 

When I made further enquiries I’ll admit I had some
sympathy for the pastor. He is advanced in years and not so
good on his feet. It had taken me three hours to walk up the
mountains to get to the village. The real knockout came
when I asked how far away the parish house was - about
200kms!

The parish had 40 chapels. On that visit last year I could see
no evidence that the limited pastoral attention to the area
was leading to indifference. About 2,000 villagers from the
hills sat under the moonlight to celebrate that Christmas
Night Mass on December 24. Some of them had walked for
the whole day to get there.

But let us go back to Chiang Saen. Here the Christian
communities are smaller but growing. It's known as ‘hill tribe
area.’ Jesús, on his motorbike, visited villages which have
been there for many generations. The people are from
different ethnic groups and there are seven different
languages in common use in the parish - Thai, Burmese,
Karen, Akha, Lahu, Lisu 
and Yao. 

Many of these groups trace their roots back to China or
Tibet. Fortunately most of the middle aged and all of the
young understand Thai. Jesús still gives some medical
attention but services are available in Thailand and he refers
all cases of a more serious nature to a Thai doctor or to the
hospital. 
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The people of these villages don’t have  much
in material terms but what  they do have in
abundance is   an extraordinary attention and
reverence when they come together to
celebrate the Eucharist.

Christmas with Jesús    PATRICK A. CONNAUGHTON      
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In this part of Thailand, where Christmas is not a big
national event, the celebration takes place for these isolated
communities whenever a priest is available to celebrate the
Christmas Mass. It can happen any time between 23
December and New Year’s Day. The four ‘Christmases’ I
attended during the six days I was there were all happy
events and celebrated with the same enthusiasm as if it was
‘the real’ Christmas Day. 

It occurred to me that maybe in fact they were more aware
of what was real and important about Christmas, even if
they were celebrating it on 29 December. The celebration
wasn’t just limited to Mass. There were games before and
after, food eaten around bonfires, and gifts for everyone.
Most of these were provided by pooling the simple gift that
each person brought and then having a redistribution by
means of a free raffle.

The people of these villages don’t have much in material
terms but what they do have in abundance is an
extraordinary attention and reverence when they come
together to celebrate the Eucharist. And there are other
things like a real sense of excitement at the prospect of a
small gift, and the ability to join with hilarity in the simplest
of games. These are things that many of their more
sophisticated brethren in other parts of the world lost a long
time ago. 

These last two Christmases were simple, but on both
occasions as I made my way back to Bangkok I felt that I
had seen with my own eyes the ways in which what is
celebrated at Christmas can really be experienced as ‘good
news for the poor.’

Fr P Connaughton was the previous Editor of the Far East
magazine in Ireland.  
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Jesús visited villages which have been there for many generations.
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he New Dawn Home for Children
In Conflict With the Law is set in

the Philippine countryside in a
beautiful building surrounded by an
organic farm and rice fields. It's a
therapeutic community and helps the
victims of jail abuse and torture to
recover from the effects of their
incarceration. It gives them a new start
in life. 

The transformation in their lives is
remarkable; the affirmation, respect
and inspiration they get changes them
dramatically. Hundreds of children
have been rescued from the dire and
dangerous circumstances of prisons in

the past six years since the project
started. There are 54 youth at the
centre today.

"In the jails they are treated worse
than slum dogs, they are imprisoned
in subhuman conditions, they go

hungry, sleep on concrete floor, the jail
floods and there are diseases, rats and
abusive guards and inmates to endure,
we have to get them out and help
them recover", said Columban Fr Shay
Cullen, 67, from Ireland. He has
worked in the Philippines for 40 years
and set up the PREDA* Foundation in
1974 to help street children
dependent on drugs.  

More protective shelters and PREDA
healing centres to help abused
children from all circumstances have
opened in recent years and depend on
charity and donor agencies. Fr Shay
has been nominated three times for

Children have no place in a jail with adults.

Youth at the New Dawn Centre plant papaya with staff.
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No guards and gates EMMANUEL DREWERY      

Hundreds of children and
youth have been released
from similar detention centres
and jails and brought to the
New Dawn Home where they
recover and start a new life.
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the Nobel Peace Prize and the PREDA
project with 86 employees has
received many human rights awards
for standing up for children's rights.

John Karl, 16, was incarcerated in the
Taguig jail in Metro Manila, Philippines
where he was beaten and tortured.
The guards hit his toes with a hammer
repeatedly until they broke his toenails
to force him to confess to a crime he
did not commit. He cried in agony and
was left without medical help in an
overcrowded cell with 31 other
inmates of whom some were
hardened criminals. He was frightened
and could not sleep as he was afraid
he would be sexually assaulted.

He was found during jail visits by Joan
and Sheila, the dedicated social
workers of the PREDA Foundation.
They immediately began legal
proceeding with the court to have him
released into the custody of PREDA
and were successful. He staggered out
weak, malnourished and sickly into the
direct tropical light that blinded him. It
was the first time in six months he
was allowed out of his cell. Hundreds
of children and youth have been
released from similar detention centres
and jails and brought to the New
Dawn Home where they recover and
start a new life.

"I was beaten until I cried and
confessed to the crime, I said anything
they wanted only to stop the pain.
They stubbed out a cigarette on my
neck," he told Fr Shay when he arrived
in PREDA and recovered from his
traumatic experience. Today he is
making a new life and going to school
and learning auto-mechanics.

The youth, 15 to 17 year olds recover,
some more quickly than others,
through the supportive and
inspirational therapeutic community at
the New Dawn Centre in Castillejos,
Zambales.

They participate in discussions about
their life together in the community;
they share opinions and suggestions
that shape the rules of community life;
their hopes, desires and needs are

listened to. A decision is reached with
their full participation in regard to
their training, education, legal case
and future reintegration.

The protection, security and
confidence-building that they receive
in the community build their self-
esteem and appreciation of their
human, civil and legal rights. It gives
them the courage to speak openly
about their experiences of prison life. 

The Centre is an open environment in
an organic farm and 93% stay
voluntarily and complete the training
course until the court cases are
decided. A new outreach, a ‘livelihood
creation project’ is separately funded
and is now underway to assist their
reintegration into society.

"I have never been in such a wonderful
place like this,” marvelled Edena, a
new arrival.

Some become advocates for children's
rights and volunteer to speak openly
to the media: this has resulted in
documentaries for radio and television
and magazine reports which in turn
educate enlighten and challenge civil
society and the public to question the
system that punishes them as
criminals. 

The media exposure has a strong
influence on restraining and
preventing further abuse and torture
of prisoners. Prison wardens have
protested over showing images of bad
conditions in their prisons and one
warden, sued PREDA through a proxy.
Other police and jail guards tell PREDA
social workers that they do not accept
minors in the police station but refer
them now directly to the local
government municipal social worker.

The testimony of former inmates to
the media influences government
agencies such as social workers and
prosecutors and the courts. They refer
minors to PREDA rather than hold
them for long periods in detention
centre. The residential program saves
children from sub-human conditions
and torture and is a successful
program that can be replicated
elsewhere. 

Emmanuel Drewery is a social worker
educated by PREDA who currently
works with youth rescued from prison.

* PREDA - People’s Recovery,
Empowerment and Development
Assistance Foundation. To see more
about the work of PREDA go to:
www.preda.org

PHIL IPP INES

Fr Shay with Johm Karl (not his real name) at the New Dawn Home, Philippines.
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Mission World

Sparks fly in run-up to
Assisi event
(UCAN): The ultra-traditionalist Catholic
group, The Society of Saint Pius X
(SSPX) distributed a statement attacking
the inter-religious “pilgrimage for
peace” that Pope Benedict XVI led on
October 27 in the Italian town of Assisi.

The group’s remarks were condemned
by Archbishop Fernando Capalla of
Davao, head of inter-religious dialogue
for the Philippine bishops.

The first World Day of Prayer for Peace
was convened in Assisi by Blessed John
Paul II, exactly 25 years ago. Pope
Benedict had planned the anniversary
event for about a year, inviting leading
representatives of all world faiths as
well as a number of professed atheists.

In the Philippines, where SSPX has
ministries in various cities, an eight-
page pamphlet entitled “Renewing the
Assisi Scandal” was circulated. An
English translation of a commentary
written by French SSPX Fr Regis de

Cacqueray, called the original Assisi
meeting a “dreadful blasphemy” toward
God, perpetrated by John Paul II. “How
is it conceivable that a pope should call
upon the representatives of false
religions in their official capacity, to
participate in a day of personal prayer?”
it asked.

“How can anyone entertain the thought
that God will be pleased with the Jews
who are faithful to their fathers, who
crucified the Son of God and deny the
Triune God?”

The statement also questioned how
God could be honored by “worship
offered to idols by all the animists,
pantheists and other idolaters,” when
Jesus has said “No man comes to the
Father but by me.”

“While the Pope prepared for one of
the most serious acts of his pontificate,
we vigorously and publicly proclaim our
indignation,” it concluded.

Mission Intention for November
That the African continent may find in Christ the strength to fulfil the path of reconciliation and
justice, indicated in the second Synod of Bishops for Africa.

Mission Intention for December
That children and young people may be messengers of the Gospel and that their dignity may always
be respected and preserved from all violence and exploitation.

We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for
the repose of the souls of friends and benefactors of St Columbans who
died recently: also for the spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our
readers, their families and friends.
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“How can anyone entertain
the thought that God will be
pleased with the Jews who
are faithful to their fathers,
who crucified the Son of God
and deny the Triune God?”
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SSPX broke away from the Church in 1970,
as a reaction to the modernizing influences
ushered in by the Second Vatican Council. Its
relationship with the Vatican reached a nadir
in 1988 when Pope John Paul
excommunicated four SSPX bishops who
were ordained without his approval.

However, Archbishop Capalla advised Church
members not to join SSPX activities because
its priests, though validly ordained, have no
legal status in the local Church.

Responding directly to the SSPX pamphlet,
he refuted Fr de Cacqueray’s reference to
“false religions,” declaring that “the term is
not in the vocabulary of the Church.”

The Archbishop explained that the Vatican
would use the term “fundamental religions”
when referring to non-Christian religions
such as the traditional belief systems held by
indigenous peoples.

“They are a religion, but they are not
organized,” he said. “They have no moral
system and no written scripture. But from
Vatican II, we know there is such a thing as
extra-Biblical revelation, that God in many
mysterious ways reveals himself to these
people, and that’s why they are also
believers, not atheists,” Archbishop Capalla
explained.

he sun shines and casts a shadow, this is a metaphor  for
our lives.

Christmas is a case in point. For many people it is a happy
time, a special occasion for family and friends to come
together and exchange gifts that are a sign of their love and
affection for each other. 

On the other hand the shadow of Christmas is a sense of loss
and alienation especially at this happy time because people are
alone or have to endure unhappy family gatherings because it
‘has to be’. 

The biblical readings surround the Christmas story with
promise, praise, amazement and a sense of history being
fulfilled. But shadow is present too, in the command from
Herod to kill the children in the neighbourhood and the
prohecy of sorrow for Mary because she was the mother of
this child Jesus.

The late Cardinal Suenens said that Jesus did not come to
explain suffering but to fill it with his presence. Because of
Christmas He fills our lives with His presence.

TFE@columban.org.au

Editorial

Christmas is light and shade
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came here with the first group of
Columbans sent to establish a

mission in Brazil in 1985 and have put
a lot of emotional effort into staying
here, especially during the first three
years. 

Prior to coming to Brazil I had been in
the Philippines where I had felt
welcomed and affirmed. Here, on the
other hand, especially among the

Afro-Brazilians, with whom I live and
work, the onus was on me as an
outsider to demonstrate who I was
and whether they are friendly and
approachable. 

An outsider will not be accepted
simply because of their position
(especially as priest or nun), as was the
case in the Philippines. No doubt in
Brazil this is part of the heritage of

hundreds of years of slavery when
bishops, priests and religious
congregations owned slaves. 

Also, I had been reasonably proficient
in the Tagalog language in the
Philippines but, aged 40 years on
arrival in Brazil, I struggled to learn
Portuguese. Brazilians tend to switch
off if the foreigner does not speak
reasonable Portuguese.

In 1988, the centenary of the official
abolition of slavery in Brazil, the
Catholic Bishops’ Lenten Action
Program, titled “I have heard the cry
my people”, focused on the situation
of the descendants of African slaves. It
invited the Catholics of Brazil to look
at the history, culture, social situation
and racial discrimination of black
Brazilians, who constitute about 45%
of Brazil’s population and 85% of the
city of Salvador. 

It was a powerful moment for many
Brazilians and especially for me, as we
felt urged and challenged to enter into
solidarity with black Brazilians in their
struggle for social equality and justice.

In 1990, a Brazilian priest invited me
to live in a poor community within his
parish. There people got to know me
as a neighbour and a friend. They
would drop in constantly for a chat.
Meeting others as a resident who
shared their neighbourhood and not
as a priest with a formal role in the
parish church was similar to an
experience I had lived in the
Philippines.

In 1993, I was invited to attend the
National Conference of Black Priests,

I feel at home               COLIN McLEAN  
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At Christmas people go home to be with family, I feel at home and with family 
in Salvador, Brazil, where I have lived for the past 26 years.

For me, this is missionary
outreach as I move out of the
church to where these young
people feel at home; I join
them in their space 

Fr Colin McLean and parish footballer Andre Lima Rocha.
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BRAZIL

Bishops and Deacons. The community
where I was living and working was
99% black so I was known to be in
solidarity with the black apostolate. 

At the close of the conference a bishop
was ordaining a black deacon and he
called on the black priests present to
join him in the final blessing. I hesitated
because he had said “black priests.”
The priest beside me pointed to the
black skin on his arm and said, “It is not
about this; it’s about the way your
heart is. You share our cause, so come
on, join us.” I have not looked back
since.

I do not restrict myself to serving the
pastoral needs of our church-going
parishioners. I feel very much alive
when I am with young people who, for
the most part, have little or no contact
with the Church. This happens with my
friends in theatre, afro-dance, circus
arts and the newly formed parish soccer
team. For me, this is missionary
outreach as I move out of the church to
where these young people feel at
home; I join them in their space. Last
year our soccer team won the inaugural
championship in the deanery league
and this year we expect to have ten
teams competing. Six of the parishes
are run by Brazilian priests and some
young priests want to play in their
parish teams. For the young players it is
not just another morning of sport, but
rather it seems to me to be part of the
Brazilian passion. In Brazil, soccer
competes with soap operas for the
attention of millions of TV viewers.

Candomblé is a religion that has its
roots primarily in the beliefs of the
Yoruba tribe, who have lived for
centuries in what today is Nigeria and
Benin. This tribe has traditionally
recognised a supreme deity who has
created mediating spirits (Orixás), who
influence forces of nature and human
life. 

By appropriating the Catholic devotion
to the saints and angels, brought to

Brazil by the Portuguese colonists,
Candomblé devotees have maintained
their faith in the Orixás. After getting to
know something of the religion and
befriending Candomblé devotees, I now
feel accepted by them and welcome to
attend their religious ceremonies. This is
a major acceptance on their part,
considering that many in the Catholic
Church consider Candomblé to be, at
best, superstition and, at worst, devil
worship.

Over the years, such a variety of friends
from various walks of life and diverse
perspectives have welcomed me, have
shared with me, have let me be part of
their lives and struggles. I really have no
excuse for not feeling at home.

Fr Colin McLean has been a missionary
in Brazil since 1985.

The Good News proclaimed through dance.

I do not restrict myself to serving the pastoral needs of our church-going parishioners. I feel
very much alive when I am with young people who, for the most part, have little or no
contact with the Church.
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ichelangelo Merisi was a
quarrelsome young man

renowned for his hot-headedness and
talent for insults. In Rome in the 1600s
he lived a licentious life, frequenting
taverns and brothels and was known
to parade around public squares with
a sword on his belt, looking for fights. 

It was no surprise then at 33 years of
age that he should get into a drunken
argument that would end with him
stabbing a man to death. Rather than
face justice Merisi took the coward’s
way out and fled Rome with a bounty
on his head. He found work in Naples
and Malta, although the latter ejected
him later for yet more of  his brawling
ways. 

In any age Merisi could be accurately
described as an ardent sinner on the
road to perdition. But the duality of a
saint and sinner in this man was
immediately apparent to anyone
seeing the paintings he produced as
his alter ego, "Caravaggio". 

This Caravaggio meditated greatly on
God’s redemptive power. His
aspiration was to show the
transcendent in a world debased by
human failings. His oeuvre was mostly
religious paintings depicting scenes
from the scriptures fed by
commissions from the Church at a
time of new building in Italy. 

Although he had studied painting
under a master who himself had

learned from the great Titian,
Caravaggio’s daring was to break with
the stolid forms of classicism and
introduce a new realism that shocked
the sensibilities of his day. Like no
other paintings before, the moments
captured in his canvases appear as
alive as news photography. 

His mastery was painting the effect of
light penetrating darkness and how
this was reflected by human flesh or as
a gleam in the eye. His models were all
street people dressed up and posed
and his saints look like real people too.
The candid emotions in their faces
startle us, as if the video freeze frame
rather than the brush had caught an
unguarded moment. 

Nowhere is Caravaggio’s talent better
displayed than in the cycle of paintings

he did on the life of St Matthew
between 1600 and 1602 for the
Contarelli Chapel in the Church of San
Luigi de Francisco, Rome. 

The Calling of Saint Matthew illustrates
a single line of scripture: "As He went
from there Jesus saw a man named
Matthew at his seat in the custom-
house and said to him, 'Follow me' and
Matthew rose and followed him."
(Matt 9:9)

Caravaggio places this scene in a
darkened tavern with Christ standing
in the doorway pointing with
outstretched arm. Across the room
Matthew is a red-bearded man in
contemporary garb sitting in the
middle of five men at table. It is the
millisecond before Christ’s
transforming grace pulls Matthew to
his feet that Caravaggio has caught.

Matthew’s long face is bathed fully in
white light, his expression is disbelief
involuntarily pushing his index finger
into his chest as if to say, "You, mean
ME?" Caravaggio however leaves us in
no doubt that this is Matthew’s
redemptive moment alone. The two
men sitting next to him do not even
lift their calculating gazes from the
coins stacked on the table!

It is another major Caravaggio, St
Matthew and the Angel, that appears
in the month of September in the
2012 Columban Calendar. Why the
angel poised above Matthew looks so

Art lecturer Claire Renkin helps us to appreciate
the art in the Columban Calendar.

Better than 
The Da Vinci Code

DAN McALOON   
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Matthew’s long face is
bathed fully in white light, his
expression is disbelief
involuntarily pushing his
index finger into his chest as
if to say, "You, mean ME?"
Caravaggio however leaves us
in no doubt that this is
Matthew’s redemptive
moment alone.
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insistent and why the Saint’s fingers
should be stained in black ink are
elements explained in a commentary
provided on the Columban website.

Art lecturer Claire Renkin of
Melbourne provides the illuminating
script that explains the symbolism
and allegorical allusions in all of the
religious art featuring in the 2012
Columban Calendar. Besides
Caravaggio, Claire gives insight into
major works on religious themes by
Filippino Lippi, Giotto, Duccio,
Gozzoli and others. 

A special art guide CD is available
when you purchase your 2012
Columban Calendar. It is a talking
version of the 2012 Columban
Calendar that heralds the 90th
anniversary of the arrival of
Australia’s favourite liturgical
timepiece. 

It's well worth having as a "code-
breaker" to beautiful paintings offered
up to the Glory of God.

Dan McAloon works in Catholic
Media as a freelance journalist.

A benefactor writes how the
Columban Calendar has inspired 
her life.

A special surprise
ERNA MEZNAR 

Read her letter below:

To the Columban Mission Society: 2012 Calendar

Into our family of six, a daughter, three sons, and their fathers, the Columban
Calendar with The Far East magazine, were welcomed regularly for many years.

Then in 1979, when even Peter, our youngest, was leaving home for his first four
year study, and with my husband at work, I, with my crippling arthritis, at our
country home near Mt Gambier, alone, could have had a rather lonely time.

Yet even before Peter left, the 1979 
Columban Calendar arrived. And -
from its entire front cover, the
beautiful painting of Jesus, by J.
Jambor seemed to be "looking at me
- invitingly." I hang this painting onto
our living room wall, and never felt
lonely - alone.

This painting slowly became a living
presence for me. And in the next
five years, all kinds of miracles
started happening. First little ones,
then bigger ones - "leading,
preparing me mysteriously" for the
great miracle in 1984, which ended
my crippling rheumatoid arthritis -
there and then!

Now, in 2011, at my age of 89, a
widow for 23 years; and free of the
crippling arthritis, I live in our little
old cottage and garden alone, very
near our Peter and his dear family
here in Gawler, for the last 20 years.
While the rest of our dear family, visit as often as they can.

And this painting of Jesus, beautifully framed, is now Blessing everybody from
the living room wall, of this little old cottage.

And I still never feel lonely - alone. Only this beautiful, grateful, 
prayerful, peace.

Yet another special surprise, for me: - 2012 Columban Calendar turns 
90 - and so may I.

- E M, Gawler, SA

To order your 2012 Columban Calendar visit our website: www.columban.org.au
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n November 23, the Feast of St Columban, Fr Gary Walker will take up the role as Regional Director for Australia/New
Zealand. Fr Gary was ordained in 1972 and worked in Fiji and Jamaica, followed by a six year appointment to Ireland as

a member of the Columban General Council. He has been Editor of The Far East magazine for the last nine years and will be
missed for his commitment and expertise in the role. We wish him well in his new role. 

Fr Ray Scanlon has been appointed as Vice Director. Mr Michael Mooney is the Regional Bursar for the Australia/New Zealand
region as well as the new CEO at the Columban Mission Centre in Essendon. Fr Patrick McInerney is the new Director and
Mrs Anne Lanyon is the Vice Director of Columban Mission Institute, Sydney.

New leadership team

O

At the Australasian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) annual conference in September, The Far East received two Highly
Commended in the following categories:

Best Column: Fr Noel Connolly's From the Director: A God who allow Earthquakes that was published in the
January/February 2011 issue.

Comments on the piece from ACPA judges was: From a person with a full life-time of experience and a good
memory, detailed analysis of some challenging questions, including natural disasters and God’s relationship to
them. Frank and plain language about moral failings and what might be necessary to address them.

Best Ecumenical / Interfaith Story: 

Columban Fr Paul Glynn's article: “Overcoming Fear and Bigotry” that was published in the June 2010 issue.

Comments on the piece from ACPA judges was: Paul Glynn’s “Overcoming Fear and Bigotry” requires little
comment before being designated “Highly Commended” for it is a standout, simple, insightful view into
Christian/Muslim relations. 

With the increasing interest in Christian/Muslim relations this is a valuable article and underlines the
experience of the author who ahs pioneered the way for many in a practical hands-on manner. 

His approach to Christian/Muslim relations is no intellectual confrontational exercise but a deep sharing of
Christ’s love with others. 

The writing is attractive for its simplicity and would appeal equally to Muslims as well as Christians. One
would hope that Paul’s writings reach a wider audience to achieve the purpose for which they are written.

Awards for The Far East 

Regional Director
Fr Gary Walker

Vice Director
Fr Ray Scanlon

CEO - Regional Bursar
Michael Mooney

Columban Mission
Institute

Fr Patrick McInerney
(Director)

Columban Mission
Institute

Anne Lanyon
(Vice Director)
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$

SUPPORT COLUMBAN
MISSION

Gift to Columban Mission

I wish to help on a regular basis  

Quarterly         Monthly 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

Please accept my: CREDIT CARD (Fill in details below) MONEY ORDER            CHEQUE

Please accept my VISA         MASTERCARD  

NAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT) EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE

$

/

Please detach and send with donation �

Dear Father, Please accept this as a donation.NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

EMAIL

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY

St Columbans Mission Society   A.B.N. 17 686 524 625

Send to:  Fr Noel Connolly •  St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 752, Niddrie Vic. 3042
or  Fr Michael Gormly •  St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040, New Zealand

N
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r 
20

11

Your kindness and support make it possible for Columbans to meet and 
minister to many people. Your "stringless" gift helps us to respond with 
flexibility to the most urgent needs of people.

Fr Shay Cullen has rescued these young
men from atrocious prison conditions
and given them hope of a new life
through the PREDA Foundation. 
Fr Cullen has spent his life helping
victims, especially among the young
poor in the Philippines. We thank
Columban benefactors for supporting
us with their prayers and financial
assistance.

Online Donations: www.columban.org.au

I was in prison...(Mt25:36)

          

$
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$

THE FAR EAST SUBSCRIPTION

”The Far East” Subscription ($10 per year)

Donation to Columban Mission

I wish to help on a regular basis  
Quarterly         Monthly 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

Please accept my: VISA         MASTERCARD  

NAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT) EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE

$

/

Please detach and send with payment. �

St Columbans Mission Society   A.B.N. 17 686 524 625
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Ph: (03) 9375 9475     TFE@columban.org.au  

Australia   Britain   Chile   China   Fiji   Ireland   
Japan   Korea   Myanmar   New Zealand   Pakistan   Peru  

The Philippines   Taiwan   United States

www.columban.org.au
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ADDRESS
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EMAIL

PO Box 752 Niddrie Victoria Australia 3042
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Online Subscriptions: www.columban.org.au

If  you would like to donate to
our Christmas Appeal please

visit our website:
www.columban.org.au

2011
Christmas
Appeal

Please accept my 

CREDIT CARD (Fill in details below)

MONEY ORDER            

CHEQUE
$
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