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Iquique harbour in northern Chile.  
Columban Sr Elizabeth Doyle worked in 
this area. (see pages 4-5)

hen Padraig Doyle, an Irish 
layman, accompanied his 

older sister Elizabeth, a Columban 
Sister, on a trip to visit the areas in 
Chile where she had formerly worked 
as a missionary, he later wrote that it 
takes special people to do missionary 
work. "Creature comforts are few, 
expectations are huge, and the level of 
dedication and service leaves little time 
for recreation.  But they enjoy what they 
do..... ...But it takes special people to do 
this work and they are special."

In this edition of The Far East, we 
read  several stories of special people 
such as these. There are six special 
Australians and a New Zealander. Two 
celebrated 40 years of priesthood  
and five are celebrating 50 years of 
priesthood - their Golden Jubilee. As 
Padraig Doyle writes, witnessing the 
missionary life is thrilling, fascinating, 
inspiring and comforting, all with such 
little publicity. 

Columban Fr Sean Conneely visits 
Chuncheon City, South Korea, one of 
several former Columban hotspots. 
He reflects on the Columban legacy 
in this city and surrounding district 
of decades of missionary work and TFE@columban.org.au

Fr Dan Harding

W sacrifice. There are eight Columban 
graves in the cemetery behind the 
Cathedral - who as well as those still 
living are special people who gave 
their lives to the missionary service of 
Christ and His Church.

From the Editor
It takes special people to do missionary work

and Chilean lay parishioners 
the witness of young Catholics, 
committed to their faith, with open 
hearts and open minds to experience 
life in  Chilean parishes in socio-
economically deprived areas. And 
the Columbans and Chilean laity 
will discover many special people 
amongst these World Youth Day 
pilgrims. 

Columban Fr Barry Cairns from 
Japan in his article tells us about the 
special people who co-operate with 
missionaries so as to make their work 
possible. 

Let us remember all the special 
people in our lives, people who offer 
us a witness of love and selflessness, 
of sacrifice and dedication. Special 
people offer us examples of how to 
live life lovingly and witness to the 
reality of God and the spiritual realm, 
which is much bigger and grander 
than our individual ambitions and 
egoism. 

Special people offer us examples 
of how to live life lovingly and 
witness to the reality of God and 
the spiritual realm, which is much 
bigger and grander than our 
individual ambitions and egoism. 

The 150 young Australian and 
New Zealand pilgrims who will 
be journeying during July to four 
separate Chilean parishes for a 
Mission Experience in the week 
before World Youth Day in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, will meet many 
special people. They will witness the 
missionary work of Columban Priests, 
Lay Missionaries and Sisters as well as 
the members of Parish Councils and 
other parishioners. They will meet 
many special people and be touched 
by them.

Likewise, the young Aussie and Kiwi 
pilgrims will also offer the Columbans 

Photo: Padraig Doyle
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My sister's life
PADRAIG DOYLE

Photo top: Columban Sr Elizabeth Doyle (blue cardigan), Padraig Doyle the author and Fr Pablo (third from right) surrounded by parish workers 
outside the nearly completed church in Camiña. Landscape around Camiña (bottom left).  A local adobe house in Camiña (bottom right).
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ast September I accompanied my sister, Columban 
Sr Elizabeth Doyle, on a return trip to the mission 

land of Chile where she had spent 16 years of her Columban 
missionary life. After she returned to Ireland, an earthquake 
destroyed many of the buildings where she had worked. As 
the rebuilding programme came close to completion, her 
Chilean friends insisted she come back and see what they 
had achieved. I offered to carry her bags.

Santiago
We first went to the Columban Fathers' house in Santiago. 
I knew it wasn't a hotel, because I was straight into Mass 
at 12:30p.m. After Mass, a superb lunch of soup, omelettes 
and beef. After lunch, a siesta maybe, or a bit of a lie-down? 
No way! Columban Sr Angela McKeever had other ideas. 
We strolled over to the Immigrants' Cultural Centre in the 
basement of the local church. It was to be the first of 36 
churches I visited in two weeks. I'm delighted I didn't miss it.

The following day we visited Columban Sr Kathleen Mary 
Riordan. Her ministry is in a tough area, but the locals adore 
her. We noticed the huge presence of churches, schools 
and parish halls. Three bells were stolen from one church in 
one night and when they erected iron fencing around the 
community centre, it also disappeared overnight.

Valparaiso
Those of us of a certain age remember a poem at school in 
Ireland which began "Tháinig long o Valparaiso". I had to visit 
this, the biggest port in Chile. On the way we passed the 
Concha y Toro and Santa Rita vineyards. A lunch of Reineta 
- a delicious fish - followed. Then we went by funicular 
railway to get a better view of the two war ships and the 
huge container ships in the harbour. Then to Bernardo 
O'Higgins Memorial Park, with its huge statue to the great 
man. Kite-flying is very popular in this park, but the fliers 
may not be very good, judging by the number of derelict 
kites abandoned in the trees.

Iquique
Iquique lies 1800kms north of Santiago so we went by air. 
We were met by Fr Pablo, a Belgian Franciscan and the 
quintessential missionary. He and Sr Elizabeth had laboured 
together for many years and it was great to see old 
friendships renewed. On our arrival at the friary, I noticed 
a large crowd gathered outside on the steps and the 
pathway. It was the welcoming party for the lost missionary, 
my sister Elizabeth. I never saw so many hugs, kisses and 
handshakes all at the one time. Some had driven four and a 
half hours to be there. 

Sr Elizabeth was now back where she belonged. It was 

L

CHILE

Padraig Doyle, a layman, is a younger brother of Columban  
Sr Elizabeth Doyle.

closer to a royal visit than a return to the missions. The 
following day we visited Alto Hospicio, a city built on top 
of the mountains above Iquique. Here we visited the new 
centre for the handicapped, a work very close to her heart. 
The team there was agog with excitement and pride.

Dedication 24/7
It was so refreshing to visit the Columban Fathers house 
in Alto Hospicio and witness the simple, unquestioning 
ministry of those wonderful men. No wonder they're so 
highly thought of by the locals. I couldn't do it. I don't think 
I'd have that level of dedication, the simple lifestyle or 
their sense of Christ-filled focus. It's awesome, as they say 
nowadays. You'd have to be proud of them.

Up to Camiña
I finally got my chance to drive on the Pan Americana 
highway that goes all the way from southern Chile up to 
near Alaska. Not many people get the chance to drive a 
tabernacle up into the Andes Mountains, but that is what 
I was at. We'd loaded it onto the truck back in Iquique 
and it was destined for the new church in Camiña, where 
Sr Elizabeth spent most of her Chilean missionary life. 
Once we turned off the Pan Americana and faced into 
the treacherous mountain climb, Fr Pablo took over. We 
eventually arrived in Camiña, 2,300 metres above sea level. 
Ten minutes later, I had my first nosebleed – ever.

The next day, once word got out that Sr Elizabeth was back 
in town, that was that. Mass at 12:00pm seemed to have 
taken three hours, there were so many speeches from the 
locals and then Sr Elizabeth replied to it all. The length 
of the speeches was testimony to the love, respect and 
admiration they showed to this woman who worked so 
tirelessly and unselfishly to keep their spiritual lives alive 
and thriving for so many years. I felt rather proud. After a 
wonderful communal feast and a good nights sleep we 
headed back down the mountain.
Overall
When those early Irish missionaries rowed out across the 
Atlantic, it was a tough life. I found the life of the 21st 
century missionary in Chile a tough one too. Creature 
comforts are few, expectations are huge and the level of 
dedication and service leaves little time for recreation. 
But they enjoy what they do. It was thrilling, fascinating, 
inspiring and comforting to witness first-hand what's going-
on out there and it gets very little publicity. But it takes 
special people to do this work and they are special. 
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Padraig Doyle tells us about a recent visit with his sister, Columban Sr Elizabeth Doyle, to Chile where she 
had worked for 16 years.
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Columban legacy revisited

t was a cold and snowy night in Chuncheon City 
on December 13, 2012, when I got off the train 

from Seoul. The journey only took an hour and 10 minutes.  
I soon took a taxi to the Columban Sisters Convent, needing 
a quiet place to do a retreat before Christmas.

The next day wasn't as quiet as I had planned because the 
Cathedral parish next door had a Mass and celebration to 
commemorate the 80th birthday of the former Bishop of 
the diocese, Bishop John Chang. I was glad I was able to 
attend being the only Columban priest in town. Bishop 
Chang was the first Korean bishop of Chuncheon after Irish 
Columban, Bishop Thomas Stewart, retired in 1994.

During the Mass and ceremony my mind was far from being 
at rest. It kept going back to my first visit to Chuncheon 
in 1969 with classmate, Fr Jack Houlahan. We were new in 
the country, innocent and inquisitive. Bishop Stewart was 
bishop at the time and nearly all the priests working in the 
diocesan parishes were Columbans. All the churches in the 
diocese were built by donations from benefactors from 
their home countries. The trip to Seoul at the time took 
nearly four hours by jeep.  

At the time the Columban Sisters ran one of the finest 
Clinics in the whole of the province. It was staffed by well-
trained and educated Columban Sisters, doctors and nurses 
from Ireland and the U.S. The morning that we new arrivals 
visited the clinic, every corner of the building was packed 
with patients. 

Many were mothers with babies on their back, some with 
children by the hand, grandfathers and mothers who had 
travelled many hours by bus and on foot to get the "holy 
medicine" as some called it, from the "foreign holy women." 
I have met people over the years who told me they owed 
their lives or the life of one of their family to the care and 
treatment from the Sisters. 

All that is history now. The clinic was knocked down a few 
years ago. It wasn’t needed any more. Only the statue of 
Our Lady stands in the centre of the new parking lot as 
the place is much needed by the people who drive to the 
many Masses in the nearby Cathedral. The parish has built a 
youth Centre and a kindergarten on another part of the old 
Clinic Compound. The Sisters nowadays run a much needed 

I

Chuncheon City is located in the north east of South Korea near the border with North Korea. Columban 
missionaries worked for many years in this area, leaving behind a great legacy in the form of the present day 
Diocese of Chuncheon.  Recently Irish Columban Fr Sean Conneely visited Chuncheon  where he had previously 
worked and reflects on this legacy.

FR SEAN CONNEELY

Columban Bishop Thomas Quinlan and seven other Columban 
priests along with Korean priests are buried in Chuncheon Cathedral 
grounds.

Columban Sr Cecily works with the sick and elderly.
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Columban Fr Sean Conneely works in Korea in a variety of ministries.

about the Columbans? Were they aware the Columbans 
built this beautiful church? Did they know about Fr Collier's 
brave deed? Did they ever hear of Fr Frank Canavan just 
over a year in the country before being captured and forced 
to march into North Korea and die on the side of the road 
there; his body never recovered from North Korea. And 
Frs Reilly and McGinn shot in cold blood by the retreating 
North Korean soldiers on the East Coast?

There was sadness in my heart to see the ever diminishing 
presence of Columbans in Chuncheon. But gladness, pride 
and gratitude abounded in my heart too. Columbans did 
what they came to do in Chuncheon. As missionaries we 
have to let go of holding on to churches, hospitals and seats 
of power and trust God and the local people to lead the 
future church.

Life moves on. Today young Korean priests, sisters and 
bishops and lay people run the church. Chuncheon City has 
fine hospitals staffed by excellent Korean doctors, nurses 
and technicians. Now there are young Korean Columban 
priests, sisters and lay missionaries working as missionaries 
across the world. Our calling today is to guide and support 
the young emerging Korean missionary church as they take 
on new challenges in their missionary endeavors.

Fr Tony Collier's blood has long been washed away from the 
streets of Chuncheon but his brave and missionary spirit 
lives on in the hearts and lives of the people in this great 
diocese. I feel blessed, grateful and humbled to have lived 
long enough to have seen both sides of the coin.

St Patrick's Memorial Church where Fr Tony Collier (inset) is remembered.

Fr Tony Collier's blood has long been washed away 
from the streets of Chuncheon but his brave and 
missionary spirit lives on in the hearts and lives of the 
people of this great diocese. I feel blessed, grateful 
and humbled to have lived long enough to have seen 
both sides of the coin.

Centre on the outskirts of the city for hospice patients and 
the elderly and the dying. There are no more Columban 
priests needed in the Diocese of Chuncheon.

As I walked around the town in the afternoon I couldn't 
recognize any part of the city anymore, new high rise 
buildings, new highways, wide roads and construction 
going on everywhere. Behind the Cathedral are the graves 
of the Diocesan Bishops and priests. Among them are eight 
Columbans, four of them were killed by the North Korean 
soldiers in the beginning of the Korean War in 1950.

Of those Fr Tony Collier was shot dead in a back street in the 
city on his way to Bishop Quinlan's house on June 27, 1950, 
two days after the war started, probably the first foreigner 
killed in the war. As I walked around the frozen and 
slippery streets I could not help but wonder what were the 
thoughts and feelings of Fr Collier as he was shot. Did he die 
immediately? We know he threw his falling body on top of 
his catechist and saved his life. At least the ground wasn’t 
frozen as on December 14. It was probably steamy hot and 
humid that fateful June day.

I went into the Cathedral to pray. The children's Saturday 
Mass was on. After Mass some of the children greeted me in 
Korean and in English. I wondered did they know anything 
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Questioning ourselves about Mission

C elebrating the feast of Joseph 
the Worker on May 1 evoked 

a memory and raised a few questions 
for me. 

The memory was of 1989 when I lived 
in the parish of St Joseph the Worker 
in Berkeley, California. It was a time of 

FR PATRICK O'SHEA

conflict in Central America and one of 
the major events that happened that 
year was the killing of six Jesuits and 
two women in El Salvador. 

It led to various protests against 
American policy in Central America 
and during one such protest Fr Bill, 

who was the parish priest at St Joseph 
the Worker parish, was arrested for 
what I believe was the 100th time. 

It might be hard for some to imagine 
that a priest could be arrested so 
many times but in my lifetime (I was 
born in 1950) there have been a 
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Questioning ourselves about Mission REFLECTION

Columban Fr Patrick O'Shea lives at  
St Columbans, Lower Hutt, New Zealand.

great many social issues, local and 
international, that evoked protest 
and called for change especially from 
someone with a deep passion for 
justice, as Fr Bill obviously had. Here is 
a brief reminder of a few of the major 
ones. 

The Civil Rights movement in the USA 
in the 60s generated protest marches, 
individual acts of resistance like that 
of Rosa Parks and a general struggle 
for racial equality. As the Vietnam War 
and the Cold War intensified in the 60s 
and 70s there were rallies for peace 
and against nuclear weapons. 

In Latin America the struggle against 
oppression, injustice and poverty 
was to give rise to new ways of 
being church and a new way to do 
theology. This found echoes in the 
Philippines, Korea and other parts 
of the Columban world where social 
issues called forth a response from 
the churches that often resulted in 
protests, arrests and a number of 
deaths. 

In the mid 80s the miners’ strike in 
England marked a turning point in the 
struggle of workers with Government 
and big business in the west. Here in 
New Zealand the Springboks’ tour in 
1981 and the protests it generated 
are still alive in the memory of those 
who lived through those difficult 
times. It was one echo overseas of 
the struggles of the people of South 
Africa against Apartheid. 

In the 90s when I arrived in Australia 
we were still trying to deal with 
inclusive language and other issues 
around gender equality. In more 
recent times it is environmental 
concerns that have drawn attention 
and energised people to protest 

against destructive practices as well as 
seek ways to better care for the earth. 

While a primary response to these 
social issues was made by people on 
the ground working for change, the 
church also responded to these issues 
in its social teaching. 

The ground breaking work was 
Rerum Novarum by Pope Leo XIII in 
1891 which focused attention on the 
condition of the working class. Pope 
John XXIII wrote Pacem in Terris in 
1963 as a response the Cold War. Pope 
Paul VI’s Populorum Progressio in 1967 
addressed issues around inequality 
and integral human development. In 
1981 Pope John Paul II wrote about 
the dignity of work and the rights 
of workers in his encyclical Laborem 
Exercens. There have also been a 
number of documents published 
by various Bishop's Conferences 
addressing social and international 
issues. 

In 1971 the Synod of Bishops issued 
a statement entitled “Justice in the 
World” and the opening lines provide 
a good summary of the Church as it 
relates to social concerns. "Gathered 
from the whole world, in communion 
with all who believe in Christ and with 
the entire human family, and opening 
our hearts to the Spirit who is making 
the whole of creation new, we have 
questioned ourselves about the mission 
of the people of God to further justice in 
the world. 

Scrutinizing the “signs of the times” 
and seeking to detect the meaning of 
emerging history… we have listened 
to the Word of God that we might be 
converted to the fulfilling of the divine 
plan for the salvation of the world… We 
have… been able to perceive the serious 

injustices which are building around the 
world of men and women a network 
of domination, oppression and abuses 
which stifle freedom and which keep the 
greater part of humanity from sharing 
in the building up and enjoyment of 
a more just and more fraternal world.  
At the same time we have noted the 
inmost stirring moving the world in its 
depths." 

Like the bishops I find I am 
questioning myself yet again about 
the mission of the people of God. 
The social teaching of the church is 
sometimes talked about as “a well-
kept secret”. I wonder why this is so. 
It's clear that we have come a long 
way in the last 60 years and much has 
changed for the better due in some 
measure to people, like Fr Bill, who 
risked arrest, opposition and at times 
hatred so that this kind of change 
might happen. 

Do we now believe that the major 
battles have been won and the time 
for protest is over or have we, as 
church, largely surrendered our role as 
advocates for social change to others, 
many of whom have no connection 
to church but a have strong sense of 
justice?  

Where does that leave us as Church 
with our rich tradition of concern for 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation, a tradition that is found in 
the Scriptures, in the documents of 
the church and in the witness of the 
people who put themselves on the 
line for the sake of “a more just and 
fraternal world." 

Where does that leave us as Church with our rich tradition of concern for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation, a tradition that is found in the Scriptures, in the documents of the church and in the witness of the 
people who put themselves on the line for the sake of “a more just and fraternal world." 

JRussell
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Co-operators in Mission
Columban Fr Barry Cairns shares with us the importance of working in cooperation with the local parishioners.

S

FR BARRY CAIRNS

just received notice from 
the Immigration office in 

Yokohama that the Minister for Justice 
has granted me a permanent visa 
which I applied for six months ago. 

In my two lengthy interviews with 
immigration officials I would estimate 
that I understood about one third of 
what was said concerning the legal 
intricacies and the myriad documents 
required. Language-wise, I can get 
along reasonably well in ordinary 
speech. However, when it comes 
to seldom used Japanese technical 
words like these immigration officials 
were pouring out, I get lost. 

Not being able to understand or 
communicate in a country whose 
language is not your own makes one 
feel shackled. I had the President of 

the parish council standing by me as 
the designated guarantor for my visa.

His name is Yoshikazu Hirashima, he 
is my co-operator, my right hand. 
Yoshikazu is a man of deep faith. He 
tells me that he came alive as a young 
man when he joined the Church 
youth group run by a young priest in 
Kyoto. 

Now living in Yokohama, he retired at 
60, deciding not to take, as is usual, 
a casual job, but rather he opted to 
work for the Church which had given 
his family life such meaning.

To prepare himself for Church work 
he took a course in counselling and 
another in catechetics. Yoshikazu and 
I became team teachers. We meshed.

Yoshikazu reminds me of St Francis 
Xavier's great friend and helper, 
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Ryosai. Francis Xavier came to Japan 
in 1549. Skilled in many languages 
Francis found Japanese extremely 
difficult - "an invention of the devil."

His first Japanese convert was Yajiro 
who lived in Malacca (Malaysia). Yajiro 
enthused Francis for Japan, promising 
country-wide conversions. They sailed 
together to Japan. Yajiro was full of 
grace but had little knowledge of 
Japan beyond Kagoshima in the far 
south, with its very distinctive dialect. 

He told Francis that the most 
important God in Buddhism was 
Dai-nichi (The Great Sun) and was 
the same one God that Christians 
believed in. This is just not so! 

In the beginning Francis stumbled 
along proclaiming Dai-nichi. One time 
Francis was preaching at the cross-

St Francis Xavier. Columban Fr Barry Cairns and parishioners.
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JAPAN

Columban Fr Barry Cairns first went to Japan 
in 1956 where today he still continues his 
parish ministry.

Yoshikazu Hirashima was a man of deep faith.

What a co-operator in mission. 
His spirit lives on in Japan. There 
are so many Laurences who stand 
side by side with the overseas 
missionary. They are indeed co-
operators in mission.

road in Yamaguchi when a passerby 
stopped to listen. His name was 
Ryosai. He was impressed by Francis' 
presence rather that his words. 

Ryosai was an interant lute player. He 
was totally blind in one eye and had 
limited vision in the other. He used a 
stick to walk. He had a phenomenal 
memory and acute intelligence. As 
such, poor and bedraggled, though 
he was, Ryosai had an entrée even 
into the castles of the Daimyo Lords.

Through Francis, Ryosai received the 
gift of faith. At 25 he was baptised 
receiving the name Laurence. From 
that time he stood beside Francis 
as his co-operator. He instinctively 
understood what Francis was trying to 
say and expressed it in Japanese that 
everyone understood. Laurence is 
credited with getting Francis to cease 
using 'Dai-nichi' for God, replacing 
it with 'Deusu' which is the Japanese 
pronunciation of the Latin 'Deus' God. 

Laurence knew all the terminology 
of Buddhism and the bureaucracy. I 
know exactly how Francis would feel 
towards Laurence. There would be 
deep gratitude to God and Laurence 
himself. The 16th century Francis 
Xavier's helper Laurence and my 
helper Yoshikazu of today are brothers 
in faith.

Francis Xavier left Japan in 1551 
hoping to enter China. Laurence 
continued helping the Jesuit 
missionaries. Later he became the first 
Japanese to enter the Jesuits, being 
called Brother Laurence. 

Documents from the Jesuit 
missionaries of the period heap 
praise on Brother Laurence. He 
was the interpreter when needed 
especially with officials of that era. 
He translated books on religion to be 
used on the imported printing press. 
He had diplomatic skills, important 
for negotiations with the lords of the 
land. Despite powerful opposition, 
Laurence persuaded the Lord Shogun 
to permit public preaching and the 
building of a church in Kyoto.

The Jesuit Missionaries wrote of the 
eloquence of Brother Laurence and 
his ability to dialogue and debate 
with the scholars and monks of 
the day. The most famous debate 
was held on May 6, 1569, between 
Brother Laurence and a Buddhist 
scholar-monk, Nichijo Shonin who has 
powerful political influence in that 
Imperial Court. 

This debate was well advertised and 
was lively with 300 lords and courtiers 
gathered including Nobunaga, the 
ruling Daimyo. The spirited debate 
went on until midnight. Nichijo 
Shonin was confident of victory over 
this mere lute player! He lost his cool 
when out done, snatched a sword and 
would have killed Brother Laurence if 
he had not been restrained.

Just imaging the appearance of 
Brother Laurence. People used to scoff 
when the first saw this man with blind 
eyes, a distorted face and a stick to 
search the way before him. But when 
he started speaking they became 
silent and really listened. Jesuit 
documents report: "Brother Laurence 
was so rich in thought, so elegant, so 
clear and magnificent in expression." 
Also "his preaching was marked with 
deep humility and confidence in God."

In 1587 the Daimyo Hideyoshi issued 
an interdict against Christians. 

Churches in Kyoto and Osaka were 
destroyed. Brother Laurence was 
forced to flee to Shodo island from 
where he continued to support the 
fear-filled persecuted Christians of 
Nagasaki. It was there that he died on 
March 3, 1592 aged 66.

What a co-operator in mission! His 
spirit lives on in Japan. There are so 
many Laurences who stand side by 
side with the overseas missionary. 
They are indeed co-operators in 
mission.

Since writing this article Yoshikazu 
died of cancer that quickly invaded 
his whole system.  He died as I was 
anointing him, exhaling a loud breath 
of peace.  Like Brother Laurence he 
was 66.  His was a large funeral with 
among those attending were so many 
he had guided in the catechumenate 
and in crises of the heart.  I miss him. 

POSTSCRIPT



God of life

You continue to call your pilgrim people
to share more deeply in your intimate love.

As we prepare for World Youth Day in Rio pour out your Spirit 
upon young Australians that we may be the very sign and 
promise of your presence in the world.

Enflame us to know you more deeply and serve you more truly
as we respond to your call to be your disciples and share that  
call to make disciples of all nations.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer for World Youth Day Rio 2013
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Pilgrims are ready
World Youth Day Rio 2013
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Victorian pilgrims from Melbourne prepare for their World Youth Day   
mission experience in Chile.

From July 23-28, World Youth Day (WYD) will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Pilgrims 
attending WYD Rio from Australia and New Zealand will be passing through Santiago, 
Chile en-route to Rio de Janeiro. St Columbans Mission Society invites these pilgrims to 

encounter parish life and mission in some of the poorest parts in Chile.

The pilgrims will experience first-hand the mission of the church Ad Gentes. We expect 
to create awareness of the importance of the New Evangelization, of overseas and cross 

cultural mission and to promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

We introduce you to some of the pilgrims from around Australia that will be attending the 
Columban Mission Experience in Chile on their way to Rio.

For more information:  www.columban.org.au

From Australia

 Townsville

Rockhampton

Toowoomba

Brisbane

Bathurst

Canberra/
Goulburn
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God of life

You continue to call your pilgrim people
to share more deeply in your intimate love.

As we prepare for World Youth Day in Rio pour out your Spirit 
upon young Australians that we may be the very sign and 
promise of your presence in the world.

Enflame us to know you more deeply and serve you more truly
as we respond to your call to be your disciples and share that  
call to make disciples of all nations.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer for World Youth Day Rio 2013

 

Brisbane Pilgrims with Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Columban Fr Dan Harding (right) and parish 
priest, Fr Morgan Batt.

Pilgrims are ready
Columban Mission Experience Chile 2013
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Bathurst Pilgrims with their chaplain Fr Reynold Jaboneta (left) with Columban Fr Chris Saenz (back, 
right), parish priest of one of the parishes in Chile which the pilgrims will visit.
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From July 23-28, World Youth Day (WYD) will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Pilgrims 
attending WYD Rio from Australia and New Zealand will be passing through Santiago, 
Chile en-route to Rio de Janeiro. St Columbans Mission Society invites these pilgrims to 

encounter parish life and mission in some of the poorest parts in Chile.

The pilgrims will experience first-hand the mission of the church Ad Gentes. We expect 
to create awareness of the importance of the New Evangelization, of overseas and cross 

cultural mission and to promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

We introduce you to some of the pilgrims from around Australia that will be attending the 
Columban Mission Experience in Chile on their way to Rio.

For more information:  www.columban.org.au
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The 'Reincarnation' of my mother
FR FRANCIS HOARE

y mother, Eileen Hoare, nee Mahon, died in 
Ireland as a result of a stroke in June 1999. I 

was finishing a sabbatical course in Chicago when my 
sister phoned with news of the stroke. It came as a great 
shock because just 10 minutes before my mother had the 
stroke, she and I had been speaking by telephone. She 
had reported feeling great, had been out swinging a golf 
club earlier that day and was actually playing cards with 
my younger brother and his son when I called. Then all 
changed instantly. I rushed back to Ireland and after a 10-
day vigil we buried my mother.

On returning to mission in Fiji, a few weeks later, I was 
approached by Mosese, a Catholic parishioner in Natanuku 
village, for permission to name his recently born daughter 
after my mother. I readily agreed and baptized the child 
Eileen. At the end of the following year I returned to Ireland 
while a member of the Columban General Council.

Natanuku village belongs to the parish of Ba and is run by 
the Columbans. It has about 12 Catholic families. While 
I was in Ba the people had begun to collect money for 
a new church to replace a small and cramped church. A 
donation of $5,000 from abroad in the mid-1990s motivated 
the villagers to begin fundraising. They then organized 
twice yearly fundraising gatherings which were enlivened 
by competition among the four sub-groups within the 
community. However a military coup and two severe 
currency devaluations with a resultant large increase in the 
cost of building materials prolonged the fundraising.

M

Columban Fr Francis Hoare first went to Fiji in 1973.  

let me know. Naturally, a summons like that has to be 
responded to. I quickly arranged to send a contribution.

I returned to missionary work in Fiji a few years ago. When 
I occasionally visit Natanuku I try to remember to bring a 
present for Eileen. Now 14-years-old, she is a bright girl and 
was Head Prefect in her last year in primary school. This year 
she has begun attending secondary school and is happy 
there. She is a keen member of the Columban Companions 
in Mission group in the village and says that she hopes to 
be a primary teacher when she is older. But Eileen has no 
memory of referring to me as her son.

Many Africans have a traditional belief that the spirit of a 
dead person enters the body of a baby who is born at the 
time of their death and who is named after them. Fijians, 
whom I have asked, say that they don’t have this traditional 
belief. This incident however gives an unexpected twist to 
Jesus’ saying, “Anyone who has left houses, brother, sisters, 
father mother, children or land for the sake of my name will 
be repaid a hundred times over, and also inherit eternal life” 
(Matt. 19:29).

The new church in Natanuku is now half-built but has 
stalled at present because the builder died a few months 
ago. I still feel a call, however, to see that it is completed.

Many Africans have a traditional belief that the spirit 
of a dead person enters the body of a baby who is 
born at the time of their death and who is named 
after them. Fijians, whom I have asked, say that they 
don’t have this traditional belief. 

Columban Fr Francis Hoare with Eileen.

Back in Dublin in 2004 I was surprised to receive a letter 
from Mosese. He reported that, at a meeting of his sub-
group, the members were disheartened to find that 
they were lagging well behind other sub-groups in their 
fundraising. They felt they would be shamed on the day of 
the gathering which was fast approaching. 

Then five-year-old Eileen stood up and said to them, “Tell 
my son in Ireland that we need his help. He will assist.” Mosese 
reported that all present were amazed at this. He didn’t 
want to put me under any pressure but felt that he should 

Photo: Fr Frank Hoare

FIJI
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Fr Paul Carey is from Palmyra, Western Australia.  Before joining St Columban's Mission 
Society he worked as a warehouse salesman. Paul was ordained on July 29, 1963 and 
was appointed to South Korea where he served in many parishes. Since returning to 
Australia he has engaged in Columban Promotion and Vocation work in several states 
and has been very active in the Charismatic movement.  

Fr Peter Julian Kelly comes from Deepdene in Melbourne.  He was ordained on July 27, 1963 at St Patrick's 
Cathedral, Melbourne by Bishop Justin Simonds. Appointed to Korea he served in the diocese of Wanju as 
Parish Priest, Bishop's Secretary, High School Chaplain and English teacher. After some time in Australia as 
Chaplain to the Korean Community in Sydney, Fr Peter went to China and taught English in the diocesan 
seminary in Shanghai, developing textbooks for English for theology students. Fr Peter is presently on the 
staff of the Columban Mission Institute in Sydney, NSW.

Fr John O'Hara is from Port Lincoln, South Australia. On completion of his secondary education in 1945 he 
began work with the South Australia Harbour Board and eventually became Harbour Master at Edithburgh.  
But other paths were calling and after some Latin language studies he entered St Columban's Seminary 
in 1957. He was ordained by Bishop Bryan Gallagher at Port Lincoln on July 13, 1963. The following year he 
was appointed to Korea where he worked in parishes in the dioceses of Chuncheon, Incheon and Seoul.  
Fr John returned to Australia in 1996 and since then has served in many parishes around Melbourne.

Fr Paul Prendergast hails from Akaroa of the diocese of Christchurch, New Zealand. Before entering  
the seminary he worked in the Bank of New Zealand. After ordination in 1963 he did some further studies 
in Dogmatic Theology and was then appointed to Peru. Fr Paul worked in poor areas of Lima and then 
moved to the Quechua-speaking communities in the Andes Mountains. There he prepared catechetical and 
liturgical texts in the Quechua language. Fr Paul is semi-retired in Yanaoca in the Andes Mountains, Peru.

Fr Peter Toohey is from Concord, New South Wales.  He entered St Columban's Seminary in 1957 and was 
ordained by Cardinal Gilroy in St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney in 1963 and began mission work in Korea the 
following year.  In 1971 Fr Peter returned to Australia where he was involved in ministry to intellectually 
disabled people and set up a L’arche community in Burwood, NSW.  Fr Peter worked in Santiago, Chile 
from 1986-89 and since then has ministered to Aboriginal communities in W.A. and is currently a prison 
chaplain in Perth.

We congratulate five Columbans who are celebrating 50 years of priesthood this July.  

Columban Jubilee Anniversaries

Photo: Fr Frank Hoare

Fr Bernard (Bernie) Dagge and Fr John (Jack) Evans celebrated 
their 40th anniversary of ordination with family and friends in 
June.  Fr Bernie hails from Newport, Victoria and Fr Jack from 
Caringbah, New South Wales. After their ordination in 1973 
they were both appointed to South Korea where Fr Bernie 
worked in the northern diocese of Chuncheon and Jack mostly 
in the southern diocese of Kwangju. Fr Bernie is still stationed 
in Pusan, Korea, where he is engaged in Columban formation.  
Jack is now stationed in Sydney where he has engaged in 
school and university chaplaincy and various roles at the 
Columban Mission Institute.

We congratulate two Columbans who recently celebrated 40 years of priesthood.  

Fr Bernie Dagge. Fr Jack Evans.



Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the repose of 
the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society of St Columban who 
died recently: also for the spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our readers, their 
families and friends.

That World Youth Day in Brazil may encourage all young Christians to become disciples and missionaries 
of the Gospel.
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After the Mass for the Gospel of Life, Pope Francis greets the Harley-Davidson crowd

arley-Davidson owners flocked to St Peter’s Square 
on June 16 for a chance to greet Pope Francis and 

they came away struck by his friendliness and closeness to 
the people. “To be here and see the Pope is absolutely amazing, 
he’s just so friendly,” said Bob from the Lakeside, England 
chapter. 

For his part, Pope Francis offered a short greeting to the 
motorcyclists after celebrating a Mass for the Gospel of Life 
weekend that was organized by the Vatican as part of the 
ongoing Year of Faith.

Before praying the Angelus, the Pope noted that Edward 
Focherini, a journalist and father of seven, killed by the Nazis 
because of his faith, was beatified on June 15 in Carpi, Italy. 
“He saved many Jews from Nazi persecution. Together with the 
Church in Carpi, we give thanks to God for this witness of the 
Gospel of Life!” he declared.

Pope Francis offered his sincere thanks to everyone who 
came “from Rome and from many parts of Italy and the 
world, especially families and those who work more directly 
for the promotion and protection of life.” 

In his homily for the Gospel of Life Mass, the Pope 
underscored the importance of following God’s call for living 
a fruitful life, contrasting it with self-centred lifestyles that 
lead to slavery and death.

The crowd of Pro-Life pilgrims and the Harley aficionados 
certainly brought a different feel to the atmosphere in  
St Peter's Square, but regardless of their reasons for being 
there, they all heard what the Pope had to say. 

The motorcyclists drove to Rome from all over Europe 
and even overseas to take part in the 110th anniversary 
celebrations for the Harley-Davidson brand. They began 
invading the city on Thursday, and the low rumble of their 
engines has been present around the Vatican since then.

Mission Intention for July

Via della Conciliazione, the street that leads to St Peter’s 
Square, was packed with rows of Harleys parked along both 
sides of the road, about four or five bikes deep (below). Many 
of the motorcyclists decked out their rides with flags, stickers 
with the Vatican keys or pictures of Pope Francis.

Besides seeing the Pope, the “Harleyste” – as they are known 
in Italian – enjoyed the world famous architecture, such as 
the Colosseum and St Peter's. 

H

- Source: Vatican City, (CNA/EWTN news) 
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From the Director
Santiago, here we come!

Fr Gary Walker
director@columban.org.au

M illions of young people will be streaming to Rio 
de Janeiro to gather for the 14th World Youth Day 

event between July 23-28 2013. We remember World Youth 
Day in Sydney only five years and how captivating it was. 

Australian and New Zealand World Youth Day participants 
are heading for Rio but for some, a Columban experience 
awaits them in Santiago on the way over. Columban Fr Dan 
Harding the present editor of The Far East magazine who 
worked in parishes in Santiago, Chile for 20 years realised 
that World Youth Day pilgrims were going through Santiago 
- why couldn't they visit Columban parishes there, meet the 
people, have a brief experience of 'mission' and engage with 
Chilean people? 

After a lot of hard work on both sides of the Pacific, it is 
arranged. Four parishes in Santiago and Valparaiso a city 
port, 120kms from Santiago, will receive pilgrims who 
comprise youth, adults, priests and bishops. They will come 
from dioceses in Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland 
and Tasmania with a Kiwi contingent from Christchurch 
included. Santiago in winter is somewhat colder than winter 
in Melbourne according to Fr Dan.  

This is an exciting venture because it has given 
Columbans in Australia and New Zealand the 
opportunity to make contact with a new generation 
of youth. It allows the pilgrims to see first-hand, 
Columbans at work in a missionary situation.

On a recent visit to Chile they had an earth tremor of five 
on the Richter scale; something quite common there.  
Unfortunately earth tremors are well-known in Christchurch, 
I don't know how Australians would react to one?

World Youth Day is a faith gathering in Rio and it will be 
exciting. But, the faith gathering in Santiago and Valparaiso 

will also be a faith gathering of generous Chilean Catholic 
people. Fr Dan believes the experience will be challenging 
and moving for pilgrims because they will come face to face 
with families living in different degrees of poverty coping 
with winter in Santiago and Valparaiso. They will encounter 
poor people probably unlike any experience of poverty, 
most pilgrims will have encountered in their lives. But at the 
same time they will encounter great nobility of spirit and 
generosity.

Fr Dan says there is great excitement in the parishes and 
a palpable sense of anticipation to welcome the visitors; it 
enables them to participate in World Youth Day. 

One of the insights of Latin American theology is the use 
of a social model of 'centre/periphery'. The centre has the 
power and influence and wealth, the periphery has no 
power, no influence in comparison and is materially poor. 

Pope Francis who is from Argentina has called on the 
Church to be a Church of 'the periphery' and at the Chrism 
Mass in Rome last Easter he called for priests 'to go to the 
periphery'. Columban priests, sisters and lay missionaries 
have chosen consciously to work on the periphery in Chile 
for the last 60 years.

This is an exciting venture because it has given Columbans 
in Australia and New Zealand the opportunity to make 
contact with a new generation of youth. It allows the 
pilgrims to see first-hand, Columbans at work in a 
missionary situation.

JRussell
Typewritten Text
Listen to: From the Director

JRussell
Typewritten Text

http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/tfe/Audio/Jul%20TFE%202013/09_columbans-far-east-july-2013-From-The-Director.mp3
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I n our HIV self-management 
and prevention project here 

in Lima, Peru, we spend a lot of time in 
promoting “Conduct Change” with the 
participants in our programs. Firstly 
we help people understand their own 
dignity as persons, unique, children 
of God and from there, to progress 
through human development and 
growth in self-esteem to Human 
Rights and care of self and others. It is 
a process and brings many joys, lapses 
and renewals.

Recently, one of the participants 
came to say that he had been offered 
money to take part in a clinical trial 
directed to people living with HIV. He 
had thought about it and “felt” that 

there was something wrong in the 
way he was recruited and brought to 
this private clinic. He also said that 
he noticed that those recruiting were 
looking for people who were very ill, 
people who were poor and people 
without hope. 

With his permission we contacted a 
journalist from a television station 
who carried out an investigation and 
indeed uncovered an unauthorized 
clinical trial taking place. 

But the point I wish to emphasize is 
that this young man, who for so long 
had seen himself as the victim, who 
was easily led by others, who rarely 
thought of himself as important, 
arrived at a decision that something 

was wrong and that those being 
recruited were in fact being used. 

He had learned something of his own 
dignity and had progressed to seeing 
that when one is being used, others 
are also being abused. He had learned 
about solidarity, social vigilance and 
respect for human rights, a long way 
from seeing himself as the victim. He 
had learned to become proactive in 
the care of himself and others.

What does it mean to be proactive? 
We teach our participants to set goals 
for themselves and then each week 
to use an action plan in order to take 
a little step towards that goal. Of 
course the goal has to be something 
that they really want to achieve, not 

Columban Fr Cathal Gallagher helps people set goals for themselves which enables them to leap forward in their self-esteem.
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Perhaps real change in conduct 
can only come when we unite the 
heart and mind to seek what we 
really want. Then we may learn 
many new tricks.

something that someone else wants 
them to achieve and this very process 
or coming to realize that their own 
wishes and desires are important and 
can be the guiding star for their lives 
is a great leap forward in self-esteem.

This experience made me reflect on 
the work that we do and to relate it to 
the initial training that we received as 
young people. 

Exams and success were the goals but 
the big difference was that we were 
rarely taught to trust our wishes and 
desires, the heart. 

There existed a certain mistrust that 
desire could lead us by the easy path; 
reason was more important than 
feeling and our teachers knew better 
what we needed than we did. 

Perhaps real change in conduct can 
only come when we unite the heart 
and mind to seek what we really want. 
Then we may learn many new tricks.

FR CATHAL GALLAGHER

PERU

Columban Fr Cathal Gallagher lives and 
works in some of the poorest areas of Lima, 
Peru where he works with people living with 
HIV and AIDS.

Columban Fr Cathal Gallagher helps people set goals for themselves which enables them to leap forward in their self-esteem.

We then teach people to review 
the results that they achieve, make 
corrections where necessary and to 
celebrate any advance towards the 
goal.

“Educating the mind without educating 
the heart is no education at all." - 
Aristotle
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A

Connections between climate change and hunger

two-day conference took 
place in Dublin Castle on 

April 16 and 17 on the relationship 
between climate change, hunger and 
poor nutrition. It was sponsored by 
the Irish government and the Mary 
Robinson Foundation Climate Justice. 
It was organised in conjunction with 
the World Food Programme as part 
of Ireland’s term as president of the 
European Union. More than 350 
delegates from 60 countries attended 
the conference.

It brought together an interesting and 
unusual group of people. Some were 
policy-makers with governments, 
others working with United 
Nations agencies and Civil Society 
Organisations. 

More than 100 came from 
communities where climate change is 
already having a devastating impact 
on the ability of their communities to 
produce food in sufficient quantities 
and in a sustainable way. In her 
address to the conference, the former 
president of Ireland, Mary Robinson, 
was critical of governments and other 
global agencies for their slow pace in 
responding to hunger and starvation. 

In the year 2000, world leaders 
agreed to promote eight Millennium 
Development Goals. The first goal was 
to reduce the number of people living in 
poverty by one half by 2015.

In the intervening 12 years, over 
600 million people have been lifted 
out of extreme poverty. Despite the 

progress, Robinson argued that much 
more needs to be done. She also 
emphasised the need to consult and 
work with the most vulnerable and 
to make sure that their knowledge 
and experience is factored into any 
scheme designed to alleviate poverty.

Otherwise poor people will feel 
powerless, discriminated against and 
marginalised. I saw the importance 
of this myself during my years as a 
missionary on the island of Mindanao 
in the Philippines. 

The Irish foreign minister, Eamon 
Gilmore, told the gathering that 
Ireland will continue to highlight the 
close connection between hunger 
and climate change in every possible 
forum, from the United Nations 

Columban Fr Sean McDonagh writes about a recent conference in Ireland on climate change, hunger and poor nutrition.
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Connections between climate change and hunger

Columban Fr Sean McDonagh has written 
many books on ecological issues and 
climate change.   

Columban Fr Sean McDonagh writes about a recent conference in Ireland on climate change, hunger and poor nutrition.

General Assembly to the forthcoming 
G8 Summit, which will take place in 
Fermanagh in June 2013.

The former vice-president of the 
United States of America, Al Gore, 
also spoke at the conference. He 
told the participants that the world 
was spewing out 90 million tonnes 
of greenhouse gasses into the 
atmosphere each day.

Gore added, “The accumulation of this 
man-made global warming pollution 
now traps as much extra energy in 
the atmosphere each day as would be 
released by 400,000 Hiroshima atomic 
bombs.” Gore went on to illustrate 
how this affects climate conditions in 
many parts of the world.

Snow used to map and put dots 
where every case of cholera had 
occurred and overlaid this data on the 
sewerage system plans. This enabled 
him to connect the dots and trace the 
cholera outbreak to a single pump in 
Broad Street. 

Gore continued, “Well now we have 
to connect the dots. Carbon dioxide 
is invisible, tasteless and odourless, as 
are the other greenhouse gasses, but 
we know where greenhouse gasses 
are coming from and we know the 
consequences if we continue to keep 
pumping them into the atmosphere.”

Connecting the dots in relation to 
climate change means acknowledging 
that the extreme weather, which has 
occurred in many parts of the world 
in recent years, is directly related 
to greenhouse gasses and climate 
change.

Gore told the audience that we have 
to win the argument about climate 
change. Everyone has a role to play.

“When you hear people denying climate 
change, speak up. We cannot continue 
to sleep walk towards the edge of 
history’s cliff,” he added. Gore paid 
tribute to the policy of successive 
Irish governments in tackling global 
hunger and malnutrition.

During the conference, the Irish 
government signed a three-year 
partnership with the World Food 
Programme to contribute €7 million 
($67.76 million) for three years to the 
World Food Programme.

Otherwise poor people will feel 
powerless, discriminated against 
and marginalised. I saw the 
importance of this myself during 
my years as a missionary on 
the island of Mindanao in the 
Philippines. 

Man-made global warming pollution 
continues to accumulate.

Al Gore and Mary Robinson at the Climate 
Conference.

PHILIPPINES

FR SEAN McDONAGH

“Last year, Ireland along with your 
neighbours, the United Kingdom, had 
historic flooding - massive downpours. 
The rain patterns have changed,” Gore 
continued. "In so many places, people 
are no longer able to predict weather 
patterns and this has a huge impact on 
subsistence."

Gore went on to say that we do not 
have to continue doing what we have 
done in the recent past. We can draw 
inspiration from the way our ancestors 
faced up to important challenges in 
the past.

He recalled the meticulous research 
of John Snow in London in the 1850s, 
when he discovered that cholera was 
spread by contaminated water and 
not by foul air.
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O n Easter Sunday last year, a 
young woman completed a 

journey lasting almost three decades, 
as she lowered her head over the 
baptismal font to receive the waters of 
eternal life a world away from the holy 
of holies of godlessness into which 
she was born.

Simply known as Chitty among the 
people of her parish, as well as to her 
patients at the dental clinic where 
she practices in Albury, Australia, she 
has been reborn in the faith of her 
childhood memories.

Born in Shanghai to a former political 
journalist, Chitty and her mother 
waved goodbye to her father in 1989, 
when he left home to find a new 
life for his family at the antipodes of 
the globe. She was not to see him 
again until 1995, when she and her 
mother joined him in Sydney. She 
was 10-years-old at the time and 
discovered life was about to change 
radically. Her first upset was the birth 
of her younger brother.

Writing in Heartbeat, the newsletter of 
Sacred Heart parish in North Albury, 
Chitty’s sponsor, Nicola Hanzic, says 
she found the presence of a little 
brother challenging, as she had to 
learn to share - a new experience for a 
spoiled only-child and youngest girl in 
her generation.

But Nicola relates that was not the 
first life-changing lesson for the bright 
young girl from Shanghai.

Chitty describes her grandmother as 
a deeply religious person, but as a 
product of the Cultural Revolution she 
lived a hidden faith, a member of the 
Communist Party on the outside, but 
always thanking God on the inside.

Faith from childhood 
memories

She had hidden her bible together 
with her religious beliefs, but never 
destroyed them. She would tell her 
friends that as Communism was a 
political force, not a religious belief, it 
could not touch what she held dear in 
her heart.

However, the curiosity of a 
granddaughter surfaced much of the 
older woman’s Baptist faith, which bit 
by bit the constant questioning of a 
little girl squeezed out of its hiding 
place and, as it came out in the wash, 
was never to be forgotten.

But university life goes quickly and a 
deep desire to use her hands in her 
work saw her make a mid-course 
move from medicine to dentistry.

During her final year, she found 
herself in the country town of Albury 
as an intern, loving both the work 
and the place. An introduction to 
the parish from her supervisor at the 
dental clinic began her final journey 
to the faith.

Like many a young person who 
ventures to the country, plans to 
return to the big smoke can disperse, 
but for the time being Chitty still 
intends a home coming to be with her 
family in Australia's biggest city.

But dentistry in the countryside offers 
a much broader experience and life 
with her new friends and her new-
found faith is still attractive. Like many 
a professional person, she harbours 
other dreams. Her ultimate utopia 
would be a café where people can 
enjoy good coffee, good company 
and warm friendship.

But Chitty still wonders what will 
come into her life next. Nicola reflects 
that she believes that people come 
into our lives for a season - sometimes 
a lifetime. 

But for her part, travelling at least 
some of the way with Chitty, 
and watching as her childhood 
memories matured into a lifelong 
faith commitment, has been a highly 
rewarding experience, never to be 
regretted.

CHINA

... people come into our lives for a 
season - sometimes a lifetime. 

Being bright, Chitty gained 
admittance to an academically 
selective government high school, 
St George Girls’ High in Kogarah, an 
inner suburb of Sydney. From there, it 
was to Sydney University and medical 
studies. 

Nicola relates that she made friends 
with a Baptist student and began 
doing bible study and even going to 
church with her. However, she found 
this was not for her. Another chance 
meeting changed her mind. This time 
it was a young Catholic man. She saw 
how his faith was a pivotal influence 
in his life, as well as his family, and she 
wanted to find out why.

The forgotten memories of her 
grandmother’s religious chatter 
surfaced in her consciousness and 
Chitty told Hanzic that she later 
discovered herself talking to God. She 
found that she was also getting to 
know a God who would always listen 
and be there in both good times and 
in bad. Source: Sunday Examiner, Hong Kong



World Youth Day Experience in Chile

• Parishioners have taken days off work to prepare
• Parishioners have gone to markets for food  
  contributions
• Parishioners have organised fundraising activities

Your kindness and support make it possible for Columbans to meet and minister to many 
people. Your "stringless" gift helps us to respond with flexibility to the most urgent needs of 
people.
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Send to: Fr Gary Walker   St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 752, Niddrie Vic. 3042
Fr Michael Gormly   St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040, New Zealand
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Chilean parishes are ready to welcome 150 WYD pilgrims

We invite you to support the Columban parishes 
in Chile to assist with the costs of organising this 
Mission Experience

The parishes are poor but they are rich in 
generosity and hospitality
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Mid-Year Appeal 2013

“Serve the poorest, the 
weakest, the least important”

Pope Francis

For those donors who do not operate 
a cheque account or possess a credit 
card. You will be able to make across 

the counter payments at Australia Post 
outlets anywhere in Australia at no cost. 

You will see the Postbillpay symbol on future 
payment vouchers.
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