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Columban searching for ways to be 
missionary around the world.

alk the streets of the world 
with our brothers and 

sisters, proclaim and witness to the 
our faith in Christ and make ourselves 
heralds of the Gospel." This invitation 
comes from Pope Francis in his 
Message for World Mission Day, which 
falls on Sunday, October 20th this 
year. October is World Mission Month.

Mission is an essential aspect of the 
Christian faith. Pope Francis invites 
us to get involved in mission, to take 
responsibility for mission, to support 
mission and to be missionary. Being 
missionary means getting involved 
in life and in the world and building 
relationships with people who are 
beyond the normal boundaries that 
shape our lives. 

The theme for the October issue of 
The Far East is "Searching for ways to 
be missionary." 

Columban Fr Tom Glennon shares 
with us his search to find ways to be 
missionary in Taiwan and then back 
home in the United States. Columban 
Fr Noel Kerins in Peru searches 
for ways to be missionary in the 
overcrowded prisons of the nation's 
capital, Lima. 

TFE@columban.org.au
Fr Dan Harding

"W There is the story of Columban Fr 
Michael Riordan in Korea and his 
search to be a missionary as a vet. The 
way to be a missionary for Ashleigh 
Green from Sydney has been to build 
relationships of friendship with a 
Muslim family. 

Fatima de Castro from the Philippines 
along with her friend Mike, have 
established a personal mission of 
outreach to an elderly lady in need. 
St Elizabeth's Hospital in Pakistan 
reaches out to the poor of whatever 
creed or racial background. 

From the Editor
Walking the streets of the world

missionaries such as the Columbans 
responded to their pastoral 
challenges. 

World Mission Sunday reminds us 
that to be a follower of Christ and His 
Gospel means searching for ways to 
be missionary.

World Mission Sunday reminds us 
that to be a follower of Christ and 
His Gospel means searching for 
ways to be missionary.

Two young men, Tim and Matthew, 
share with us their missionary 
experiences in Chile as World Youth 
Day Pilgrims in July this year. Likewise, 
we have the story of Columban 
Missionaries in Chile as they look 
back on the Military Coup 40 years 
ago on September 11th, 1973. This 
never-to-be-forgotten day changed 
a nation and its history and the way 

Photos: Columban sources

We congratulate Bishop 
Christopher Prowse on his 

recent appointment as the new 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese 

of Canberra/Goulburn.

We wish him all the best in his 
new role and will keep him in 

our prayers.

As the Bishop of Sale Diocese he 
accompanied the WYD pilgrims 
to Columban parishes in Chile.

CONGRATULATIONS
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http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/tfe/Audio/Oct%20TFE%202013/01-columbans-the-far-east-oct-2013-From-The-Editor-walking-the-streets-of-the-world.mp3
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Beginning anew
 was 16 when my family moved from Queens, New 
York, to Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 2,300 mile 

change of location expanded my outlook, introduced me 
to a Hispanic and Native American world and allowed me 
to experience lots of space.  Albuquerque was for me such 
a contrast with the relatively cramped urban development 
that I had known in New York. It was spread out, and one 
could see long distances; there were just a few multi-storey 
buildings in the downtown area. The change gave me a 
feeling of beginning anew.

After one year at university, at age 19, I joined the 
Columbans. On completing the seminary course I was 
ordained deacon and worked pastorally in a housing 
project for the poor in New England. 

In 1979, I was sent to join the Columban mission in Taiwan. 
Even though I struggled with the Mandarin language 
I found it fascinating, particularly the evolution of the 
Chinese characters from pictograph to modern.

The Taiwanese were friendly, encouraging and down to 
earth. However, my limited Chinese seemed to prevent 

I
FR TOM GLENNON

Fr Tom Glennon shares with us ways he sought to be a missionary in Taiwan and the United States.

me from developing deep friendships. I felt a little on the 
outside but maybe I should have expected the locals to 
relate in this way to a foreigner who was to be with them 
temporarily. I worked in a country parish where we had just 
10 Catholics. Other members of the rural community were 
friendly but uninterested in Catholicism. 

Later I worked with another Columban in a city parish 
where we had three churches and about 50 Catholics. As 
you might imagine, I never suffered from a feeling of being 
overworked.

Conscious that I was not in Taiwan simply to maintain 
what had already been established, I searched for ways 
of announcing the Good News beyond the boundaries of 
traditional parish life.

In the city I successfully promoted a Bible study group, an 
initiative that I repeated later with Chinese Catholics in 
Chicago. I also initiated a parish prison ministry, a venture 
that seriously challenged my persuasive and pedagogical 
skills. At first, the parishioners could not see the value of 
going to visit criminals who were locked up for crimes they 
had committed.
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To this day that parish prison ministry continues under 
the guidance of an ex-parish catechist who has facilitated 
it from the beginning. She lost her job as parish catechist 
once the Columbans left the parish but was subsequently 
employed by the Columbans as prison chaplain and has 
trained as a probation and parole officer.

I was also supportively in touch with an ecology group 
in the city. When they lost their offices, I offered them an 
office in our parish house as we had lots of unused space. 
The parish community was not pleased with my unilateral 
initiative and resisted all attempts on my part to persuade 
them to accept my guests. As soon as I left the parish the 
ecology group also moved out of the parish house. 

On reflection, I realize that I would do things differently 
now. I did not consult; I informed and reaped what I had 
sown. Even though I suffered from constant gastroenteritis 
the first year I did learn to like the local food, mainly stir 
fried vegetables, rice and chicken or fish. I went six times 
to a class on Chinese cooking and was fascinated by the 
phenomenal variety and detail. Also, friendly and gracious 
Taiwanese did their best to help me make a home away 
from home.

In 1991 I returned to the U.S. Difficulties with language, 
culture, loneliness, and other things were weighing heavily 
on me. I had had enough. Trying to connect to Taiwanese 
society in some way was always a huge challenge for me. 
Ninety-eight percent of the population was non-Catholic; 
very few that I met had ever spoken to a Catholic priest, 
let alone know what a priest was. The vast majority had no 
interest whatsoever in Catholicism and were quite happy 
with their own approach to life.

The pervasive National Security State draped a blanket of 
fear and mistrust on the nation. Military and police were 
looking everywhere for potential threats to the established 
social order. Ordinary people would be afraid to discuss 
certain topics. It was difficult, knowing that information 
was filtered or censored, to find out what was  going on. At 
times, it was like living in the dark.

Since returning to the U.S., I have searched for ways of 
being missionary in this context. On arrival in Chicago I was 
challenged to put into practice something I had learned 
in Taiwan - remain involved in people's lives between 
Sundays. In Chicago I soon became involved with the 
homeless and have remained in this work for 17 years. I had 
benefitted personally from being in counselling and was 

able to use some of the skills of that trade in my work with 
others. I was also pleased to accept an invitation to join a 
Chinese Bible study group.

I am a member of the China Formation Committee, 
a Columban international initiative, which assists the 
development of the Chinese Church by providing an 
opportunity for study and workshops inside and outside 
China. We have helped students train to be spiritual 
directors, do a variety of updating courses and retreats; we 
facilitate ongoing networking with an alumni association 
for those who have studied under our auspices.

Despite the language and other difficulties that I 
encountered during my time in Taiwan, I do feel a great 
satisfaction in having achieved a reasonable level of fluency 
in Chinese, which I kept up in Chicago and maybe I will 
find a way of doing something similar in Omaha. I feel that 
throughout my life as a Columban priest I have constantly 
sought and found ways of being missionary overseas and at 
home. 

TAIWAN/USA

Columban Fr Tom Glennon is on the China Ministry Team at St 
Columbans, Omaha, Nebraska, USA. 

On reflection, I realize that I would do things differently now. I did not consult; I informed and reaped what I had 
sown.
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In prison in Peru

t was a hot and humid 
day. The jail is isolated and 

surrounded by sand. The prisoner's 
name was Peter; he was 22-years-old. 
I asked him his name, he looked at the 
ground. His face was sad. He had just 
been baptised; his mother and sister 
had arrived for the ceremony. I had 
embarrassed him by asking for his 
father's name. 

In Peru, I would be called Noel Kerins 
Fitzgerald: both my father's and my 
mother's surnames are included. 
When Peter responded “My father 
never recognised me” he suffered 
a double loss of face. He had only 
one surname, and now he had lost 
his honour, admitting that he was 
illegitimate, and that in front of a 
foreign priest.

I

FR NOEL KERINS

Columban Fr Noel Kerins and his prison team at a Mass for prisoners.

Perhaps to some this episode might 
appear trivial. Eight years as a prison 
chaplain in Lima has taught me 
otherwise. The vast majority of those 
in that prison - in all 3,600 - are victims 
before they victimise others. 

In Peter's case, his single mother was 
the bread-earner of his home. She 
worked a 12-hour day for 10 dollars 
a day. His sisters, one five years older 
than he, the other three, looked after 
and nourished him from the outset. 

Need I say more? Attempt to walk in 
those shoes for 22 years: I honestly 
believe I would have fared much 
worse than Peter. There are 57,529 
prisoners in Peru's 66 jails. Two-thirds 
of them have not received a sentence. 

On being accused they are jailed “as 
a precautionary measure”. In practice 

this means that a prisoner can be 
four, five or six years in jail, while 
being innocent. One of the tasks that 
we do is to try and locate a piece 
of paper (called expediente) so that 
legal proceedings may begin. This is 
a tedious and painstaking task that 
requires time, dedication and endless 
patience. 
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We offer a human face within an 
inhuman system.

If the prisoner is not from Lima it also 
requires travel. Even having found it, 
legal proceedings are painfully slow. 
At each step payment is required. The 
partner is generally poor and trying to 
look after two or three children. 

JRussell
Typewritten Text
Listen to: In prison in Peru

http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/tfe/Audio/Oct%20TFE%202013/03-columbans-the-far-east-oct-2013-In_prison_in_Peru.mp3
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Columban Fr Noel Kerins has spent most 
of his priestly life in Peru. 

Over half the total prison population is 
imprisoned in Lima and overcrowding 
is the norm. Prison capacity is 28,689: 
total prison population, as we stated 
above, is more than twice that figure. 
Corruption is endemic in the system. 

From the smallest detail e.g. where 
a bed is placed, to the severity and 
extent of the sentence, everything is 
influenced by who I know and how 
much I am prepared to pay. One 
prisoner put it very succinctly to me 
one day as we spoke, “with $10,000 
I could be out of here within two 
weeks.”

A prison ombudsman (fiscal) certified 
after due process that the food served 
in the jail we visit is not fit for human 
consumption. To move on that fact 

- verified by the competent authority - 
would require, perhaps, three years. It 
would certainly require more political 
will than exists at present.

In fact family members nourish the 
prisoners. Hundreds of kilos of food 
are brought to the prison on each 
visiting day. In the two jails that we 
visit there are, in total 3,600 prisoners. 
Of that total 500 are women.

In both jails, there is technically, a 
small office for health care. It exists 
but, in practice, it is purely nominal. 
By way of illustration, I had two 
operations for a particular health 
problem during the last four years. 

I received the best of care. With all 
that I was still recuperating with 
medication for the best part of six 
weeks. In the prison I came across one 
prisoner who suffers from the same 
condition. He receives not an aspirin! 

happenings, a birthday, a visit from a 
friend, a death in the family. 

We share a reflection on the words 
and the actions of Jesus for those 
who wish it. We assist the poorest 
prisoners to locate the above-
mentioned expediente, so important 
since two-thirds are jailed without a 
sentence.

We celebrate the Eucharist on 
important occasions, Holy Week, 
Christmas, on significant feasts, or on 
the death of a relative. We facilitate 
education programmes, recognised 
by the Government, so that some may 
be motivated to continue their basic 
primary and secondary education. 
With the help of a professional 
medical team, we do a screening for 
tuberculosis and AIDS once every 
year. 

In the Gospels, we don't read that 
Jesus visited a jail in his homeland, but 
he did remind us that one of the tests 
we will face before the final curtain 
falls will be, “I was sick and imprisoned 
and did you visit me?” 

PERU

In the Gospels, we don't read that Jesus visited a jail in his homeland, but 
he did remind us that one of the tests we will face before the final curtain 
falls will be, “I was sick and imprisoned and did you visit me?” 

We share a reflection on the 
words and the actions of Jesus for 
those who wish it. 

The paper work (tramites) to actually 
get the medical team to the jail would 
take at least a year and a day. The 
same goes for tuberculosis, AIDS, or 
any other condition. So, the picture is 
indeed bleak.

What then can we do? Well we are a 
group of 33 members who pledge to 
visit the jail, in pairs, on one morning 
or afternoon each week. We offer 
a human face within an inhuman 
system. We chat about normal life 



Message of Pope Francis

issionary spirit is not 
only about geographical 

territories, but about peoples, 
cultures and individuals, because the 
"boundaries" of faith do not only cross 
places and human traditions, but the 
heart of each man and each woman.

WORLD MISSION DAY 2013

Let us bring to the world, 
through our witness, with 

love, the hope given by faith! The 
Church's missionary spirit is not about 
proselytizing, but the testimony of a 
life that illuminates the path, which 
brings hope and love. 
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M

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

This year, as we celebrate World Mission Day, the Year of Faith, which is an important opportunity to strengthen 
our friendship with the Lord and our journey as a Church that preaches the Gospel with courage, comes to an 
end. Here are some reflections taken from Pope Francis' message. 

We are all invited to walk the 
streets of the world with our 

brothers and sisters, proclaiming 
and witnessing to our faith in Christ 
and making ourselves heralds of his 
Gospel.

We must always have the 
courage and the joy of 

proposing, with respect, an encounter 
with Christ, and being heralds of 
his Gospel. Jesus came among us to 
show us the way of salvation and he 
entrusted to us the mission to make it 
known to all to the ends of the earth.

It is important never to forget 
a fundamental principle for 

every evangelizer: one cannot 
announce Christ without the Church. 
Evangelization is not an isolated 
individual or private act; it is always 
ecclesial.

The Church – I  repeat 
once again – is not a relief 

organization, an enterprise or an 
NGO, but a community of people, 
animated by the Holy Spirit, who have 
lived and are living the wonder of 
the encounter with Jesus Christ and 
want to share this experience of deep 
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joy, the message of salvation that the 
Lord gave us. It is the Holy Spirit who 
guides the Church in this path. 

In conclusion:

Benedict XVI expressed the hope 
that: "The word of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be glorified 
everywhere" (2 Thes 3:1). May this 
Year of Faith increasingly strengthen 
our relationship with Christ the Lord, 
since only in him is there the certitude 
for looking to the future and the 
guarantee of an authentic and lasting 
love" (Porta fidei, 15). 

This is my wish for World Mission Day 
this year. I cordially bless missionaries 
and all those who accompany 
and support this fundamental 
commitment of the Church to 
proclaim the Gospel to all the ends of 
the earth. 

Thus will we, as ministers and 
missionaries of the Gospel, experience 
"the delightful and comforting joy 
of evangelizing" (Paul VI, Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, 80). 

- From the Vatican, 19 May 2013, Solemnity of Pentecost

"Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations" (Matt 

28:19) is something enriching for each 
particular Church, each community, 
because sending missionaries is 
never a loss, but a gain. I appeal 
to all those who feel this calling to 
respond generously to the Holy Spirit, 
according to your state in life, and not 
to be afraid to be generous with the 
Lord.

I wish to reaffirm my closeness 
in prayer to individuals, families 

and communities who suffer violence 
and intolerance, and I repeat to them 
the consoling words of Jesus: "Take 
courage, I have overcome the world" 
(Jn 16:33).
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Columbans and the Coup

F r Michael Hoban looks back 

"On the day of the coup I saw 
people running and getting away 
from what was happening. I was in 
the parish of Santa Catalina, near the 
National Stadium where many of the 
prisoners were being held. 

We didn't hide anyone, but many 
families came to us for help to locate 
loved ones who had been detained 
and brought to the National Stadium. 

I went to the National Stadium for 
information with a list of names. I was 
refused entry and even told if I went 
in, I would not be coming out. 

In the days to come, we suffered many 
raids on the parish. At one stage, I saw 
all the workers who were building 
new parish meeting rooms, lined up 
by the military against the wall. 

From that time on, we Columbans 
worked with the Church for peace. 

We have never forgotten what you did for us.

The date of September 11 is associated by most people with the tragic events in New York and Washington in 
2001.  On that same date, however, in 1973, the democratically-elected government of President Allende in Chile 
was overthrown by a military coup. This year marks its 40th Anniversary.

Recently at a prayer service in Santiago marking the 40th Anniversary, a man in his 50s approached one of 
the Columbans.  He said, "I want to thank you Columbans for saving my life and many of my comrades when 
you opened your doors to shelter members of the MIR (Revolutionary Movement of the Left) in San Antonio.  
We have never forgotten what you did for us. You saved us from torture and possible death. You had patience 
with us while others were organising ways to get us out of the country."  The man then bent down and wept. 

In the first part of this article, Columban Frs Michael Hoban and Pat Egan share with their experiences of the 
military coup and the months immediately afterwards. In the second part, we read how Columbans sought to 
stand with the poor and victims during the long years of the Military Dictatorship which lasted from 1973-1990.

Realising that many families in the 
parish had no work, we began soup 
kitchens. Near the parish church was 
a shanty town that was raided daily 
by the police and parishioners were 
taken away and detained.  

The atmosphere in the parish was 
very complex because there were 
some people in favour of the coup 
and others against it. One had to be 
very careful with what one said and 
to whom and also what one preached 
about at Mass. "

Fr Patrick Egan looks back

"One of my friends, Jorge Gonzalez, 
was both a communist and a Catholic. 
He had organized a trade union for 
prison guards in the prison where 
he worked in San Antonio. After the 
military coup, he realised that he 

would be in trouble. He first sought 
refuge in his parents' house but after 
a short period decided to go back to 
work at the prison. When he arrived 
there for work, a friend warned him 
that there was a detention order 
against him. 

He escaped to the Columban parish 
of San Gabriel in Santiago, where he 
remained hidden for a few days. He 
was then moved to the Columban 
Centre House, just in time before the 
military raided the Presbytery at San 
Gabriel.  

Someone had seen something and 
had advised the military. From the 
Centre House, the Columbans then 
managed to get Jorge to safety in 
the Mexican Embassy in Santiago 
and from there out of the country to 
Poland. 

One constantly lived in fear. We priests 
were being constantly watched. As 

Fr Michael Hoban has spent over 40 years 
in Chile.



CHILE

time went on, we decided to have 
many parish meetings in private 
homes. Otherwise, in order to have 
a meeting at the parish, one would  
have to send beforehand a list of 
names of all those attending the 
meeting to the military or police."

implementation of the Pastoral Plan 
of the Church. The monthly meeting 
of the Workers Vicariate offered 
Columbans the opportunity to reflect 
on the difficult reality of the Military 
Regime they were living under and 
what kind of pastoral response was 
required. 

Columbans set up Basic Christian 
Communities, catechetical 
programmes and solidarity groups in 
their parishes. They were active in the 
formation of adult and youth parish 
lay leaders who received training in 
leadership skills, social and political 
involvement and the empowerment 
of the poor through the building up 
of their self-esteem. 

The Columban response to the 
Military Regime was not without a 
price. They were subjected to military 
terrorism when the Columban Centre 
House was stormed on November 1, 
1975 which resulted in the death of 
the housekeeper, Henriquetta Reyes, 
and the detention and subsequent 
torture of Sheila Cassidy, an English 
medical doctor. 

Sheila was later expelled from Chile 
and the British Labour Government 
broke off diplomatic relations with 
Chile and withdrew their Ambassador. 
Full diplomatic relations were not 
restored until Margaret Thatcher 
came to power in Britain. No one 

has ever been charged for this act of 
terrorism. 

Columbans experienced the 
detention and expulsion of three 
Diocesan Associate priests working in 
the early 1980s, Brian McMahon, Des 
MacGillicuddy and Brendan Ford, and 
later the expulsion of Denis O´Mara 
for his involvement in the anti-torture 
movement, "Sebastian Acevedo." 

This movement was created by 
priests, sisters and committed 
lay people to publicly denounce 
the use of torture by the military 
regime. Several Columbans were 
influential and participated actively 
in the movement. It took its name 
from Sebastian Acevedo who burnt 
himself alive in front of the cathedral 
of Concepcion as his son was being 
tortured by the secret police.

During those years we were often 
watched with suspicion by the 
authorities. Some Columbans in Chile 
had their permanent visas revoked 
or made to renew them on a regular 
basis.

The Columbans welcomed the 
return to democracy in 1990 and the 
opportunity to continue their pastoral 
ministry in their parishes without 
being regarded with suspicion by the 
authorities and the threat of being 
expelled from the country.

During the years of the Military Dictatorship, Columbans were known as a voice for the poor, 
for justice, peace and human rights. 

- Source: Columban webpage, Chile

Columban Pastoral Ministry during 
the 17 years of Military Dictatorship

During the years of the Military 
Dictatorship, Columbans were 
known as a voice for the poor, for 
justice, peace and human rights. 
They coordinated their efforts with 
the Solidarity Vicariate which had 
been established by the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Santiago, Raul Silva 
Henriquez, to offer refuge and 
support to the victims of human 
rights violations. 

The new Military Regime brought 
much hardship to poor families 
through loss of work and support. In 
Columban and other parishes, soup 
kitchens (comedores) were established 
and other schemes such as shared 
meals (ollas comunes) and cooperative 
buying (comprando juntos) were 
implemented. 

Responding to the needs of the 
times, Columbans were active at the 
deanery and diocesan level and in the 

Fr Patrick Egan has spent over 50 years in 
Chile.



12  The Far East - October 2013 

n 1977, when Michael 
Riordan asked the Dean of 

Veterinary Medicine at University 
College, Dublin, for a reference, the 
latter remembered a request he had 
received from a Columban friend in 
Korea for a volunteer vet. That idea 
was far from Michael's mind, but, once 
planted, it had its own attraction. Six 
months later he found himself on a 
plane to Korea “a place I could just 
about find on the map.” 

The priest who invited him was 
Columban Fr P.J. McGlinchey, from 
Donegal, founder of the Isidore 
Development Association, who had 
spent the previous 20 years setting 
up projects to help the local people 
of Jeju (Cheju), an island off south-
west Korea. At that time the farm had 
about 15,000 pigs, 2,000 Hereford 
beef cattle, and over 1,000 sheep. 
There was no shortage of work for a 
vet.

The reluctant vet developed such an 
interest that he stayed for two and 
a half years.  On returning home he 
decided he wanted to be a missionary 
priest and joined the Columbans. Why 
the change of plan? “This was the first 
time I had lived outside of Ireland, 
among people who were not Catholic, 
who sometimes had no religion,” he 
explained.  

“When I saw adults asking for Baptism 
it made me ask: would I, in my mid-
20s, ask to become a Christian if I had 
not been born one? I began reading 
the Gospels and little by little the 
person of Jesus, his humanity, became 
real for me. I began to think that, even 
if He was not God, and I met Him 
today, I would certainly like to be a 
friend of his”.

I

Priest and Vet
FR ALO CONNAUGHTON

Columban Fr Michael Riordan 
was a vet before he became a 
missionary priest. 

This is his story.
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KOREA

“Another influence was a visit to the 
Philippines, where I saw Columbans 
involved in activities that were 
different, particularly in the area of 
work for justice and peace. I had 
always known that the sacraments 
were visible signs of God's presence. 
My visit to the Philippines led me to 
see that many other activities, outside 
the walls of the church, were also 
sacraments of some kind.”

Michael was ordained in 1986 and 
assigned to Korea. He lived with a 
Korean family while studying the 
language and then moved to a slum 
area of Seoul. He shared a tiny house 
with another Columban - toilet 
facilities across the alley. From there 
he moved on to more conventional 
parish work and then into church 
related justice groups. 

Many ordinary people involved 
in this work asked him to help 
them deepen their faith about the 
Christian foundations of this work. 
He studied spirituality and later did 
a postgraduate degree in Rome at 
the request of his superiors. On his 
return to Korea, he spent several years 
in training future priests, in giving 
retreats and missions.

In 2005, his old boss was back, after 
25 years, with another request. This 
time he was looking not for a vet but 
for a parish priest. Michael, the one-
time-vet returned to be parish priest, 
and today he is also Chairman of the 
Board of the Isidore Development 
Association. Today the Association 
has some 200 employees. The farm, 
now producing organic milk and 
antibiotic and additive-free beef, is 
still a big part of the project. There is 
also a busy feed mill. A spacious Youth 

Development Centre received over 
17,000 youth for courses last year.

The old agricultural college, having 
served its purpose, is now a retreat 
centre which caters for 3,500 locals 
and visitors annually. Nearby is a big 
hillside park with beautiful sculptures 
and a lake: a place for peaceful 
meditation. There is a nursing home 
for 90 people and a hospice which can 
cater for 25.

Where does the money come from? 
The farm, which can handle up to 
350 milking cows and 400 beef 
cattle, used to make a significant 
contribution but has recently passed 
through a difficult period with market 
fluctuation, feed and labour costs.  A 
profitable new addition is the horse 
breeding project. The farm has two 
prize stallions and 20 mares; they also 
take in horses from other owners.  

What has the Isidore Development 
Association contributed to the island 
of Jeju over the past 50 years? Michael 
summarises, “It helped people to 
find new ways to earn their living. 
Hundreds of young men were trained 
in the agricultural school and 100 of 
them were given farms and stock on 
reasonable terms of repayment. 

Thousands of acres of land have 
been improved. The island's thriving 
pig-rearing industry began here. 
Many successful farmers and business 
people started here.  Through the 
projects of the Columban Sisters 
many women could supplement their 
income with weaving and knitting.” 

“The old can get first-class care and 
the terminally ill can die with dignity. 
A huge amount of human and 
spiritual formation takes place in the 
centres. Five communities of nuns 

in the Isidore complex - Holy Family, 
Salesian, Benedictines, Mirand and 
Poor Clares - serve the people and 
pray for them.

The Church is now greatly appreciated 
in this once anti-Catholic island. 
Isidore could make a lot of money if it 
were run purely as a business venture. 
But, for us, the first question always 
has to be 'Can people see God's love 
in action in what we do?' We live, if 
not from hand-to-mouth, from year to 
year; and somehow God provides.”

Columban Fr Alo is the former editor of  
the Far East magazine in Ireland.  He now 
lectures in Philosophy and Patrology in the 
seminaries of Beijing and Bangkok.

Columban Fr Patrick McGlinchey.

But, for us, the first question always has to be 'Can people see God's love in action in what we do?' We live, if not 
from hand-to-mouth, from year to year; and somehow God provides.”

Road named after Fr P.J. McGlinchey.
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will never forget the moment 
that this photo above was 

taken. One Muslim family and one 
Christian family. One family from 
Western Sydney and the other family 
from the NSW Central Coast. As we 
huddled together for the photo we felt 
like long-lost friends reuniting. There 
were hugs and kisses and all sorts of 
chatter. Passers-by would never have 
guessed that our families had just met. 

This is the story of how it happened.

I met Mohamed in April this year. We 
were both participants in a four-day 
interfaith trek through the Tasmanian 
wilderness. All 12 participants 
were under the age of 25 and we 
represented six different religions. 

The interfaith dialogue that took 
place in Tasmania was organic. We 
weren't allocated fixed hours to talk 
about religion. When you are climbing 
mountains and kayaking through 

I
A chance meeting ASHLEIGH GREEN

Mohamed Taha (second from left) with his family and Ashleigh Green (second  from right) with her family. 

rivers and there is no phone reception 
to distract you, dialogue happens 
naturally. It was a beautiful experience 
to share with 11 other people. 

Like most group trips, promises were 
made to keep in touch at the end of 
the four days. A part of me expected 
that busy schedules would get in 
the way and that catch-ups would 
be endlessly postponed. But deep 
down, I hoped that our dialogue 
would not end upon arrival in Sydney.  
Thankfully, it didn't. 

Over the last five months I have been 
introduced to Western Sydney's 
greatest Lebanese restaurants. I 
have been immersed in the Islamic 
arts through films about Islamic 
calligraphy and monthly poetry nights 
in Bankstown. I have hosted a dinner 
party for Muslims, Jews, Christians and 
Buddhists and I have learnt where to 
buy some of the best Halal and Kosher 
foods in Sydney. 

I have experienced a world that, 
growing up in a Caucasian region of 
the NSW Central Coast, was entirely 
new for me. 

Naturally, when you've discovered 
something new and exciting, you 
want to share that experience with 
the people you love. For months, I 
had been raving to my family about 
the amazing cultural and culinary 
experiences I was having. Finally, 
on Sunday, August 18, I managed 
to bring three generations of my 
family along to the Multicultural Eid 
Festival and Fair (MEFF) at Fairfield 
Showground. 

My grandparents almost didn't make 
it. With 30 000 people present at the 
festival, the showground car park had 
reached its capacity. My grandparents 
were close to turning around and 
going home but thankfully, they 
eventually found a car spot and 
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Australia: 
* Fill out coupon below and return to: 
  St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 752, NIDDRIE, VIC, 3042
* Tel: 03 9375 9475/Fax: 03 9379 6040 
* Email: info@columban.org.au                     
* www.columban.org.au

New Zealand: 
Contact - 
St Columban's, PO Box 30-017, LOWER HUTT, 5040
* Tel: 04 567 7216/Fax: 04 567 7211 
* Email: columban@iconz.co.nz

www.columban.org.au

EXPIRY DATE

/

our MEFF experience began. Not 
surprisingly, as five Catholics at a 
Muslim Eid Festival, my family was 
conscious of standing out. We didn't 
know what to expect and it was a new 
experience for us all. 

But deep down, I hoped that our 
dialogue would not end upon 
arrival in Sydney.  Thankfully, it 
didn't. 

Then we ran into fellow Tasmanian 
trekker, Mohamed Taha.

Mohamed was there with his 
father, grandmother and two 
younger brothers. As I greeted his 
grandmother with a kiss, our parents 
started chatting. Mohamed's father 
told my parents about their upcoming 
family holiday to the Central Coast 
which, coincidentally, happens to be 
10 minutes away from my parents' 
house. Within minutes, a dinner 
catch up was arranged before Mum 
had time to process the fact that she 
would need to cook a Halal meal. We 
decided that a vegetarian meal would 
be adequate! 

One year ago, if someone was to ask 
me, “What is interreligious dialogue?” 
I would have imagined a panel of 
high-profile religious representatives 
answering questions in an auditorium. 

Today, if someone asked me the 
same question, I would show them 
this photograph. Sometimes, 
interreligious dialogue has no agenda 
and you cannot enforce a timeframe. 
It can happen on a kayak in the 
middle of the Tasmanian wilderness or 
it can happen in a crowd of 30 000. 

I have learnt that dialogue simply 
requires two people, a spirit of 
openness and a desire to welcome 
another person into your life.  

AUSTRALIA



Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the repose of 
the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society of St Columban who 
died recently: also for the spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our readers, their 
families and friends.

That the celebration of World Mission Day may help all Christians realise that we are not only receivers 
but proclaimers of God's Word.
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Maternal and child health care 

n spite of the decline in the rate of maternal 
mortality, there continues to be serious inequalities 

in Latin America due to poverty and poor access to health 
services for women and children.

Recently delegates from the 30 countries as well as the 
World Bank and other agencies met in Panama to renew 
their commitment to maternal and child health care and 
so prevent Latin American children dying unnecessarily. 
Thirty two Latin American countries have already signed an 
agreement last June promoted by UNICEF to reduce infant 
mortality from 57 per 1000 live births in 2010 to 20 per 1000 
by 2035. 

In Latin America and the Caribbean, the socio-economic 
level of parents continues to have a major impact on the 

Mission Intention for October

future of their children. Despite a drop in the rate of infant 
and child deaths by almost one half in recent years, young 
children who live in poor families are five times more likely to 
die before they have reached the age of five. Most of these 
deaths can be avoided.

In Argentina, since 2004, more than two million mothers 
and children are benefiting from the "Plan Nacer," a health 
program that provides basic medical services to pregnant 
mothers and their unborn children who do not have health 
coverage.

In Peru, a program supported by the World Bank and the 
World Food Program of the United Nations, focuses on 
nutrition. It provides nutritious meals to young school 
children from three years of age up to primary school age. 
This program seeks to improve the educational environment 
where children grow and develop. 

The first 1000 days of life of a human being are among the 
most important and good maternal health conditions are 
critical to eradicate preventable infant deaths. Over the past 
20 years, the mortality rate in Latin America decreased by 
40%. 

However, despite this, the mortality rate varies greatly 
depending on the ethnic group one belongs to and the 
social or economic conditions of women. For example, 
deaths related to pregnancy among indigenous women of 
the region are three times higher. 

In Nicaragua, for example, this phenomenon has been 
addressed by putting maternal clinics for pregnant 
women in remote areas of the country mostly inhabited by 
indigenous peoples. 

- Source: (Agenzia Fides 17/09/2013)

I

Poor children in Latin America die at a rate 5 times higher than the rest of the world.
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From the Director
The Spirit leads us

Fr Gary Walker
director@columban.org.au

P ope Francis appeals to me because he speaks about 
God and our lives as Catholics with words that are 

fresh and easily understandable. His approach is pastoral, 
that is, aimed at the ordinary person rather than theological 
or philosophical. He has the common touch and contacts 
people spontaneously to respond to their problems when 
he hears about them. This makes the hearts of many 
warm to him and disturbs others who think he is lowering 
the tone and dignity of the Papacy. But his words are full 
of fresh insights about how we should live our lives and 
belong to the Church. 

In this month of October, traditionally Mission Month, what 
can I possibly write about 'mission' that might inspire 
readers the way Pope Francis inspires me? It is a challenge. 
The first significant thought I write here is really Columban 
Fr Noel Connolly's wonderful insight that mission belongs to 
God. God is in charge, I am not in charge, the Church is not 
in charge, God is. 

A feeling of relief sweeps through me. The Church is and 
has always been the servant of the Spirit of God, and I am 
a servant of the Church. I don't tell the Church what to do 
although I play my part within the Church as best I can and 
the Church doesn't tell the Holy Spirit what to do although 
my mind goes back to the headline of an article not long 
after the Vatican Council which stated, The things they made 
me say – by the Holy Spirit. 

The first significant thought I write here is really 
Columban Fr Noel Connolly's wonderful insight that 
mission belongs to God. God is in charge, I am not in 
charge, the Church is not in charge, God is. 

A feeling of relief sweeps through me.

Whereas in an earlier time missionaries went out to distant 
lands to save' savages' or 'pagans', then gradually the truth 
that God was already there in the cultures before them 
dawned. It changed the attitudes of many missionaries from 
a feeling of superiority towards other cultures to a feeling 

of respect for the depth of religiosity that pervaded their 
lives. This is, I believe, what the Holy Spirit does. The Spirit of 
God goes ahead of us and it is difficult to catch up or see the 
truth that is clearly before us. 

Another new understanding caused missionaries a lot 
of confusion: mission was everywhere. For a missionary 
society like the Columbans this was hard news and bad 
news indeed because it seemed to take away our reason 
for being. But we struggled through and developed a wider 
and deeper understanding of what mission is. 

Blessed Pope John Paul II felt compelled to write an 
Encyclical, Redemptoris Missio (on the permanent validity of 
the Church's missionary mandate). Missionaries still cross 
boundaries of culture and language and geography but 
we are all equal people before God. This Spirit inspired 
understanding has led the Catholic Church into becoming a 
global Church. 

But faith in the hearts of people moves on, it has to be fresh. 
Pope Francis surprises. Recently at an interview his opening 
words were, 'I am a sinner'. Comparisons with previous 
popes are odious, but I like to think that we now have this 
man of God to recall us to a simpler life style and the clergy 
to a life of service of the people of God. 

If faith is caught rather than taught then the most authentic 
way to promote the Church is by the integrity of our lives. 
Pope Francis is setting the tone.

JRussell
Typewritten Text
Listen to: From the Director - The spirit leads us

JRussell
Typewritten Text

JRussell
Typewritten Text

http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/tfe/Audio/Oct%20TFE%202013/09-columbans-the-far-east-oct-2013-From-The-Director-the-spirit-leads-us.mp3


Testimonies from Chile

M atthew Scott from the parish of St Therese's, 
Bendigo, Diocese of Sandhurst, Victoria, shares with 

us his experience in the parish of San Matías, Santiago, Chile.

After arriving in Chile around midday, our first proper 
outing was a welcoming Mass that evening  at a church in 
the parish of San Matías. 

We arrived to a display of spectacular traditional Chilean 
dancing, where the costumes were so brightly coloured and 
even the young children got in on the act. 

As it was the feast day  of Chile's Patron Saint, Our Lady 
of Mt Carmel,  on this particular day, it was beautiful to 
see how the locals went about commemorating such an 
auspicious date on their national religious calendar. Later 
on we were treated to more traditional Chilean dancing, 
complete with drums and whistles, plus a lot more exciting 
fanfare. 

After a well deserved sleep from travelling half way around 
the world, we began our mission experience within the 
parish of San Matías. This involved the celebration of the 
Eucharist each day, several liturgies, visits to local places 
of worship as well as a visit to a local nursing home, where 
we attempted to play a game of bingo with the elderly 
residents. This was only complicated by having the 

The Columban Mission Experience in Chile for World Youth Pilgrims was held in the week before World Youth 
Day in July 2013. Two young men share their experiences. 

Australian pilgrims experienced the local Chilean dancing.
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numbers called out in Spanish. But we had fun! 

At all times throughout our visit to Chile we were treated 
very well by our hosts who went out of their way to make 
our visit to their home as enjoyable as they could. Often 
at the end of our very jam packed and fun-filled days, we 
would sit down as a large group and enjoy a meal together 
and share good times. Although there was always a 
significant language barrier present, we always seemed to 
have so much to say to each other, and enjoyed each other's 
company. 

If my visit to the parish of San Matías, Chile, taught me 
anything, it was the strength of their community. Most of 
the people who we made friendships with had very little in 
a material sense, but they were so rich in spirit and heart.

As I mentioned earlier, they went out of their way to make 
our visit to their country an enjoyable one. It was beautiful 
to share Mass with them on a daily basis, and see just how 
much they value their faith and how strong their belief is. 

When we finally had to leave Chile, we exchanged souvenirs 
with our new Chilean friends, but also many hugs and tears, 
as we bid farewell to a lovely group of people to whom we 
had all grown very close during the week. 

It's not all sad news, as many of the teenagers who we met 
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in the youth groups in Chile are also now our friends on 
Facebook. So we are still friends, even from the other side of 
the world. 

The Chileans taught me that it doesn't matter what your 
place of worship looks like; whether it be a grand 400 year 
old cathedral or an under-construction weatherboard 
chapel. We all worship the same God and He treats us all 
equally. 

I feel privileged to have been taken in so graciously by the 
people of San Matías for the week, and I know that they 
were just as proud to be able to host their new Australian 
friends. 

I had a lot of fun throughout my entire World Youth Day 
experience. Chile however, was my highlight, as we got to 
know the locals on a personal level, as well as getting to 
know ourselves and our fellow Victorian travellers better 
during this leg of the pilgrimage. 

I'd like to also extend my great thanks to Fr Dan, Janette and 
Assunta and the extended team at St Columbans Mission 
Society for all of their planning and effort, in making such a 
trip possible for those of us who took part. 

Tim Jones from the Diocese of Christchurch, New Zealand, 
shares with us his experience in the parish of San Columbano, 
Santiago, Chile.

After arriving in Chile we soon found that any time spent 
with any of the Chileans was such a treasure as their natural 
warmth as a people shone through and I for one couldn't 
help but feel joy being around them. Many didn't have 
much at all and yet they seemed to have everything. 

We were billeted out into our family homes and I was 
placed with an enthusiastic and charismatic man called 
Rolando and with his wife, mother, children and grand child. 

There were four generations living in my household, and 
although communication was difficult at times, it didn't take 
long to adjust to our new ways of relating to each other. I 
soon felt at home. We had projects while we were there and 
my group made a garden in the chapel of St Ana's. 

We worked together with the local youth to clear an area 
and plant a garden. We had a great time. Murals were 
painted, other projects were created also and we were 
always up for a game of football.

The national dance in Chile is called the 'Cueca' and is a lot 
of fun. It's the dance of the rooster and the hen, and for 
those of us lucky enough to be chosen, we had a blast. The 
girls wore beautiful dresses, and the boys wore ponchos, 
cowboy hats and spurs. It seemed to be a little similar to 
folk dancing.

One big highlight was when we walked in small groups 
around the neighbourhood and prayed for people, both in 
the streets and in homes. If someone wanted something 
blessed then it was blessed, and/or if someone needed 
prayer then we stopped, held hands and just prayed 
with and for them (or a relative). I hadn't often stopped 
to contemplate the beauty of prayer in its simplicity like 
this, but it was touching and I felt blessed to have that 
opportunity.
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The Chileans taught me that it doesn't matter what your place of worship looks like; whether it be a grand 400 
year old cathedral or an under construction weatherboard chapel. We all worship the same God, and He treats 
us all equally. 

The pilgrims joined local Chilean youth for a football match.

CHILE



20  The Far East - October 2013 

M

There is always a way to be missionary

y friend Mike has to visit 
the town of Tesesa, in the 

province of Rizal, for his work. It is a 
four hour trip from Manila. On one 
of his trips, he met Nanay. She is 
an elderly lady who lives in a small 
crowded shack beside the highway. 
She sells coffee, snacks and cigarettes 
to passersby, especially to truck 
drivers who deliver vegetables and 
meat downtown. She never has a long 
sleep because she's watching out for 
customers that might come and buy 
during the night.

Not long after meeting Nanay, Mike 
invited me to come to Teresa for an 
outing and also to meet Nanay. The 
first time I met her I was concerned 
for her because her husband is always 
drunk and she can't depend on 
him. They have no electricity, only a 
lamp, no gas stove, just a grill and no 
telephone. Mike gave Nanay a mobile 
phone with pre-paid credit so that the 
three of us could keep in touch.

In March, this year, Nanay called to 
say that she was sick and that she had 
no-one to care of her. So we decided 
to go there despite the lateness of 
the hour and our lack of money. I had 
enough in my wallet for petrol for the 
roundtrip on Mike's scooter. Before 
taking a jeepney (bus) to where I was 
to meet him, I put the fare in my hand 
so that I wouldn't have to take my 
wallet out of my bag.

When we reached Antipolo, located 
in the Province of Rizal, my bag felt 
lighter than it should have. I checked 
to see if my wallet was there, but I 
only found a shirt and some noodles 
for Nanay. We stopped at a petrol 
station so that I could check my bag 
more thoroughly. The wallet wasn't 
there. I called my dorm mate to see if 
it was in the dorm and fortunately she 
found it on the floor. I had left behind 
the most important thing for our trip 
- money!

Mike had his emergency money that 
was enough for the two to three tanks 
of petrol needed for the round trip. 
Unfortunately our problems had just 
begun: 

* We had a flat tyre and just made it to  
    the tyre repair shop before it was  
    about to close.

* Thirty minutes into our trip we heard  
   an abnormal sound in the engine, so 
   we stopped to check. A ring had   
   broken and had to be changed. 

* As we continued our journey the belt  
   suddenly broke. Mike had a spare one  
   and was able to replace it.

We were beginning to feel that 
something was trying to stop us from 
going to Nanay's place so I texted 
Fr Hector Suano, the Operations 
Administrator of the Columban 
Mission Office, and asked him to say 

Fatima could have been content with her life as a university student and volunteer at the Columban Mission 
Office. Nevertheless, she and her friend Mike, felt called to make personal sacrifices to reach out to those in need 
such as an elderly woman called Nanay.  Fatima tells of the personal mission they have undertaken and invites 
us to reflect on what is our personal mission in life. 

PHILIPPINES
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some prayers for us. It strengthened 
our will to continue despite our 
troubles.

We finally arrived in the heavy rain 
to find Nanay's drunken husband 
sleeping outside their house. Nanay 
was surprised but pleased to see us. 
I massaged her back, head and neck 
and cooked noodles for her so she 
could release the heat inside her due 
to fever. After an hour, we could see 
Nanay smiling again. She thanked us 
and said that she felt better and that 
the pains were gone. 

It was a challenging and tiring trip  
but after seeing those happy eyes of 
Nanay's, I felt it was all worth it.

You don't have to be wealthy to help 
others and there is always a way. If 
you really want to help, don't just 
think about it, DO IT! God invites all of 
us to be missionaries in our own way 
and in our own situation and life.

Fatima de Castro is a volunteer at the 
Columban Mission House in Manila, 
Philippines.
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May 2014 Readings: Sunday  Cycle A  
 : Weekday  Cycle 2

1
White

Optional

St Joseph the Worker

2
White

Memorial

St Athanasius
Day of Penance

3
Red

Feast

STS PHILIP & JAMES, 
APOSTLES

4
White

3RD SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

5
White

6
White

7
White

8
White

9
White

Day of Penance

10
White

11
White

4TH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

12
White

Optional

Sts Nereus & Achilleus,  
St Pancras

13
White

Optional

Our Lady of Fatima

14
Red

Feast

ST MATTHIAS, 
APOSTLE

15
White

16
White

Day of Penance

17
White

18
White

5TH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

19
White

20
White

Optional

St Bernardine of Siena

21
White

Optional

St Christopher 
of Magallanes & 

Companions

22
White

Optional

St Rita of Cascia

23
White

Day of Penance

24
White

Solemnity

OUR LADY, 
HELP OF CHRISTIANS, 

PATRON OF 
AUSTRALIA

25
White

6TH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

26
White

Memorial

St Philip Neri

27
White

Optional

St Augustine of 
Canterbury

28
White

29
White

30
White

Day of Penance

31
White
Feast

THE VISITATION 
OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY

Pontormo (Carucci, Jacopo called 1494-1556): Visitation. Carmignano, San Michele. © 2013. Photo Scala, Florence
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January 2014
Readings: Sunday  Cycle A  

 
: Weekday  Cycle 2

1
White

Solemnity

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  

THE HOLY MOTHER 

OF GOD,  

The Octave Day of the 

Nativity of the Lord

2
White

Memorial

Sts Basil the Great & 

Gregory Nazianzen

3
White

Optional

The Most Holy 

Name of Jesus

Day of Penance

4
White

5
White

Solemnity

THE EPIPHANY

6
White

7
White

Optional

St Raymond of Penyafort

8
White

9
White

10
White

Day of Penance

11
White

12
White
Feast

THE BAPTISM 

OF THE LORD

13
Green

Optional

St Hilary, 

Beginning of 

Ordinary Time

14
Green

15
Green

16
Green

17
White

Memorial

St Anthony

Day of Penance

18
Green

Optional

Blessed Virgin Mary

19
Green

2ND SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME

20
Green

Optional

St Fabian, St Sebastian

21
Red

Memorial

St Agnes

22
Green

Optional

St Vincent

23
Green

24
White

Memorial

St Francis de Sales

Day of Penance

25
White
Feast

THE CONVERSION OF 

ST PAUL THE APOSTLE

26
Green

3RD SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME

AUSTRALIA DAY

27
Green

Optional

Sts Timothy and Titus, 

St Angela Merici

28
White

Memorial

St Thomas Aquinas

29
Green

30
Green

31
White

Memorial

St John Bosco

Day of Penance
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S M T W T F
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Angelico, Fra (1387-1455): Virgin and Child with Saints Dominicus and Thomas Aquinas, 1424-1430.. St. Petersburg, Hermitage Museum. © 2013. Photo Fine Art 

Images/Heritage Images/Scala, Florence
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October 2014
Readings: Sunday  Cycle A  
 

: Weekday  Cycle 21
WhiteMemorial

St Thérèse of the Child Jesus

2
WhiteMemorial

The Holy Guardian Angels

3
Green

Day of Penance

4
WhiteMemorial

St Francis of Assisi

5
Green

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

6
GreenOptional

St Bruno

7
WhiteMemorial

Our Lady of the Rosary

8
Green 9

GreenOptional

St Denis & Companions,  St John Leonardi

10
Green

Day of Penance

11
GreenOptional

Blessed Virgin Mary

12
Green

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

13
Green 14

GreenOptional

St Callistus I

15
WhiteMemorial

St Teresa of Jesus

16
GreenOptional

St Hedwig,  St Margaret Mary Alacoque

17
RedMemorial

St Ignatius of AntiochDay of Penance

18
Red

Feast

ST LUKE, EVANGELIST

19
Green

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMEMission Sunday

20
Green 21

Green 22
Green 23

GreenOptional

St John of Capistrano

24
GreenOptional

St Anthony Mary ClaretDay of Penance

25
GreenOptional

Blessed Virgin Mary

26
Green

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

27
Green 28

Red
Feast

STS SIMON & JUDE, APOSTLES

29
Green 30

Green 31
Green

Day of Penance
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Gozzoli, Benozzo (1420-1497): Saint Augustine and the Boy on the Seashore, Presentation of the Rule to His Followers. San Gimignano, Church of Sant’Agostino. © 

2013. Photo Scala, Florence - courtesy of the Ministero Beni e Att. Culturali
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22  The Far East - October 2013 

M s. Charlotte Kennedy, director of DAP (Direct Aid 
Programme) of the Australian High Commission 

in Pakistan, and Imran Khan, political officer, visited St. 
Elizabeth Hospital, Hyderabad, in south-east Pakistan on 
July 30.

Since 2001, the Australian government and people have 
donated over $80,000 to St. Elizabeth Hospital through 
the Direct Aid Programme (DAP) for the purchase of 
much-needed medical equipment including an X-Ray 
machine, humidicribs, operating theatre equipment and 
hospital beds. Most recent DAP funding was to purchase an 
environment-friendly incinerator for medical waste.

The Australian High Commission has enabled St. Elizabeth, a 
non-profit hospital owned and run by the Catholic diocese 
of Hyderabad, to continue to provide the best possible care 
at the lowest possible cost to those in greatest need.

St. Elizabeth is a 100 bed hospital.  It has a specialization 
in Mother and Child care and has an attached School of 
Midwifery. Through its free Mobile Medical Outreach,         

Columban thanks Australian 
Government
Australian High Commission in Pakistan visits St. Elizabeth Hospital in Hyderabad.

Charlotte Kennedy visits the midwifery unit at St. Elizabeth Hospital.

St. Elizabeth is the sole medical provider to over 20,000 
people, Muslim, Christian, Hindu, who work as bonded 
agricultural labourers on the land of powerful and often 
absentee landlords. St. Elizabeth Hospital also provides 
home-based palliative nursing care for terminally-ill cancer 
patients, a first in Pakistan. 

At the press conference, held during the visit of the 
delegation from the High Commission, Fr Robert McCulloch 
thanked the Australian government for its continued 
support to St. Elizabeth Hospital. Fr McCulloch is a 
Columban priest who worked for 34 years in Pakistan and 
was chairman of the Administrative Council of St. Elizabeth. 
He is now appointed to Rome as Procurator-General of the 
Columban Fathers.

Charlotte Kennedy highlighted the positive relationship 
between the Australian High Commission and St. Elizabeth 
Hospital. She said that it is a successful micro-aid project 
that delivers assistance from the people of Australia directly 
to people in need in Pakistan.

PAKISTAN



Assisting those held without trial 
Columban Fr Noel Kerins and his prison ministry 
team offer a human face to prisoners in Peru's 
inhuman prison system.  They help the poorest 
prisoners, held without a sentence, locate the 
necessary files in order to be tried and sentenced.

They also seek to provide the prisoners with better 
education and health care opportunities.  

Columbans are able to continue the prison 
ministry with the prayers and support of generous 
Columban benefactors.

They thank you.

Your kindness and support make it possible for Columbans to meet and minister to many 
people. Your "stringless" gift helps us to respond with flexibility to the most urgent needs of 
people.
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May 2014 Readings: Sunday  Cycle A  
 : Weekday  Cycle 2

1
White

Optional

St Joseph the Worker

2
White

Memorial

St Athanasius
Day of Penance

3
Red

Feast

STS PHILIP & JAMES, 
APOSTLES

4
White

3RD SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

5
White

6
White

7
White

8
White

9
White

Day of Penance

10
White

11
White

4TH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

12
White

Optional

Sts Nereus & Achilleus,  
St Pancras

13
White

Optional

Our Lady of Fatima

14
Red

Feast

ST MATTHIAS, 
APOSTLE

15
White

16
White

Day of Penance

17
White

18
White

5TH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

19
White

20
White

Optional

St Bernardine of Siena

21
White

Optional

St Christopher 
of Magallanes & 

Companions

22
White

Optional

St Rita of Cascia

23
White

Day of Penance

24
White

Solemnity

OUR LADY, 
HELP OF CHRISTIANS, 

PATRON OF 
AUSTRALIA

25
White

6TH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER

26
White

Memorial

St Philip Neri

27
White

Optional

St Augustine of 
Canterbury

28
White

29
White

30
White

Day of Penance

31
White
Feast

THE VISITATION 
OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY

Pontormo (Carucci, Jacopo called 1494-1556): Visitation. Carmignano, San Michele. © 2013. Photo Scala, Florence
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January 2014
Readings: Sunday  Cycle A  

 
: Weekday  Cycle 2

1
White

Solemnity

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  

THE HOLY MOTHER 

OF GOD,  

The Octave Day of the 

Nativity of the Lord

2
White

Memorial

Sts Basil the Great & 

Gregory Nazianzen

3
White

Optional

The Most Holy 

Name of Jesus

Day of Penance

4
White

5
White

Solemnity

THE EPIPHANY

6
White

7
White

Optional

St Raymond of Penyafort

8
White

9
White

10
White

Day of Penance

11
White

12
White
Feast

THE BAPTISM 

OF THE LORD

13
Green

Optional

St Hilary, 

Beginning of 

Ordinary Time

14
Green

15
Green

16
Green

17
White

Memorial

St Anthony

Day of Penance

18
Green

Optional

Blessed Virgin Mary

19
Green

2ND SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME

20
Green

Optional

St Fabian, St Sebastian

21
Red

Memorial

St Agnes

22
Green

Optional

St Vincent

23
Green

24
White

Memorial

St Francis de Sales

Day of Penance

25
White
Feast

THE CONVERSION OF 

ST PAUL THE APOSTLE

26
Green

3RD SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME

AUSTRALIA DAY

27
Green

Optional

Sts Timothy and Titus, 

St Angela Merici

28
White

Memorial

St Thomas Aquinas

29
Green

30
Green

31
White

Memorial

St John Bosco

Day of Penance
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Angelico, Fra (1387-1455): Virgin and Child with Saints Dominicus and Thomas Aquinas, 1424-1430.. St. Petersburg, Hermitage Museum. © 2013. Photo Fine Art 
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October 2014
Readings: Sunday  Cycle A  
 

: Weekday  Cycle 21
WhiteMemorial

St Thérèse of the Child Jesus

2
WhiteMemorial

The Holy Guardian Angels

3
Green

Day of Penance

4
WhiteMemorial

St Francis of Assisi

5
Green

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

6
GreenOptional

St Bruno

7
WhiteMemorial

Our Lady of the Rosary

8
Green 9

GreenOptional

St Denis & Companions,  St John Leonardi

10
Green

Day of Penance

11
GreenOptional

Blessed Virgin Mary

12
Green

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

13
Green 14

GreenOptional

St Callistus I

15
WhiteMemorial

St Teresa of Jesus

16
GreenOptional

St Hedwig,  St Margaret Mary Alacoque

17
RedMemorial

St Ignatius of AntiochDay of Penance

18
Red

Feast

ST LUKE, EVANGELIST

19
Green

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMEMission Sunday

20
Green 21

Green 22
Green 23

GreenOptional

St John of Capistrano

24
GreenOptional

St Anthony Mary ClaretDay of Penance

25
GreenOptional

Blessed Virgin Mary

26
Green

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

27
Green 28

Red
Feast

STS SIMON & JUDE, APOSTLES

29
Green 30

Green 31
Green

Day of Penance
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Gozzoli, Benozzo (1420-1497): Saint Augustine and the Boy on the Seashore, Presentation of the Rule to His Followers. San Gimignano, Church of Sant’Agostino. © 

2013. Photo Scala, Florence - courtesy of the Ministero Beni e Att. Culturali
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