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ecently I read a prayer 
written by a fellow 

Columban describing how all too 
often we can get caught up with 
ourselves, "like a cat wrapping itself 
in yarn." This prayer asked Jesus to 
free him from this entanglement (see 
column 3). 

Many of the stories in this July issue 
demonstrate how we as human 
beings can find ourselves in situations 
where we feel trapped and bound by 
spiritual, economic and psychological 
chains and knots.

Columban Sr Angela McKeever's 
story about prison ministry in Chile 
is a powerful and tragic story of so 
many men caught up in the chains of 
addictions. The recent death of Fijian 
Columban Lay Missionary, Serafina 
Vuda, came as a shock. Wherever 
Serafina worked, at home in Fiji or 
on mission in Chile, Peru, Ireland and 
the United States, Serafina allowed 
herself to be an instrument of Christ's 
liberating, healing and reconciling 
power in people's lives.

During the month of July three 
Columbans from New Zealand 
and Australian celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of their ordination to 
priesthood - Frs Donald Hornsey, 
Anthony McCarthy and Sean TFE@columban.org.au

Fr Dan Harding

R O'Connor. We congratulate them on 
their 50 years of priestly ministry. Fr 
Donald shares with us highlights of 
his 40 years of priestly and missionary 
life in Latin America.

Writing from Fiji, Columban Fr Francis 
Hoare shares with us an experience by 
the "Columban Companions in Mission." 
They are a Columban support and 
mission group, who undertook a 
mission to a neglected area, "to mend 
the nets" so to speak, through our 
common faith in Christ.

This issue also carries extracts from 
"The Common Declaration by Pope 
Francis and the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew I" who recently met in 
Jerusalem. This declaration speaks 
of the common witness we share as 
Christians to Christ and the need to 
work together for the liberation of 
the human family and all of God's 
Creation from the chains of violence, 
indifference and egoism.

An important conference recently 
held at the Vatican was entitled, 
"Sustainable Humanity, Sustainable 
Nature, Our Responsibility." In this issue, 
we publish the final document of 
this conference and encourage our 
readers to carefully read and reflect 
on it. It is the responsibility of all 
humanity to work together "Stabilizing 

From the Editor
Breaking the chains

the Climate and Giving Energy Access to 
All with an Inclusive Economy," as the 
document states.

Let us work together and ask God 
to help us become true stewards of 
God's Creation and create economies 
that are inclusive of all, free from the 
entanglements of self-interest and 
greed.

Photo: Bigstockphoto.com

Bridge into Bobbio, Italy - The resting place 
of St Columban (see page 15).

Dear Jesus,

At times I get caught up with myself, 
like a cat wrapping itself in yarn. 
The cause could be worries, plans, 
problems, difficulties or just the 
humdrum of day to day activities. 
Bring healing and encouragement 
to ignite my smouldering energy. 
Untie the bonds of my self-conceit. 
Let me see beyond the immediate. 
May your passion and compassion 
open my heart to others’ needs - the 
poor, the suffering, the hungry, the 
downtrodden. Give me the insight to 
know the causes of pain so I can help 
those suffering.

Amen
- Columban Fr John Comiskey
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ou never get used to it. 
You never think you’ve got 

the hang of it. You never fall into 
a routine, unless it is a routine of 
readiness for the unexpected. But, 
you never give up.

For over 20 years I’ve been visiting jails 
here in Chile. Out of every 100,000 of 
the population 295 are in jail. It is a 
huge social problem. And the cost! So 
much waste! So many poor decisions! 
Take Miguel, for example. He was 
detained with $10 worth of drugs. 
So far the government has spent 
over $4000 on his investigation - and 
that does not include the cost of his 
defence. 

In that time he could have been sent 
to Narcotics Anonymous (NA) for 
rehabilitation which would have gone 
some way to helping him change his 
life.

Miguel is but one of the many young 
people between the ages of 18-24 
who end up in jail. Most come from 
dysfunctional families and have been 

Y
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You never get used to it
Columban Sr Angela McKeever writes about her prison ministry in Chile.

SR ANGELA McKEEVER

on the streets since they were seven 
or eight. In prison they need to get 
help to rehabilitate. Unfortunately, 
many are just waiting to get out and 
go back to the streets where they 
certainly will not get this help. Many 
of them will soon return to prison. 

My hopes have been dashed so 
many times. It is only by God’s grace 
that we keep going. The hardest of 
all is when you feel sure a man has 
turned the corner and then...? Take 
Luis for example. He was so happy 
saying goodbye to me some months 
back, after seven years in prison for 
possession of drugs. 

An Evangelical, he was very respectful 
and responsible. He worked in the 
library of the prison school and was 
most helpful whenever I needed 
something translated into correct 
Spanish. A whiz at computers, he 
helped many of us, including the 
guards and teachers, with our 
laptops. Having lived in America, 
his English was fluent. We had many 

conversations together. When I talked 
to him about addictions he was very 
open and responsive. He took part in 
the Narcotics Anonymous programme 
which I organize in the prison.

For his good conduct he was allowed 
to leave the prison on Sundays. 
Undoubtedly he was one of the 
‘success’ stories and we were happy 
to wave him goodbye as he set off to 
begin a new life.

But on the day he was released he 
robbed, kidnapped and raped a girl 
who used to visit him in prison. It is 
thought that she owed him money 
and when he went to see her, she was 
with another man. For two weeks 
Luis went crazy on alcohol, drugs and 
robbery. It was as though something 
snapped in him and he lost himself 
in a reckless tirade. In a short time he 
was caught and sent to a maximum 
security jail. Two weeks later he 
committed suicide.

I felt a huge sadness for the victim 
and for this man. I remember all the 

I am convinced that most 
people in jail are addicts, 
whether it be to drink, drugs, 
sex or money. 

Rivers of pain and suffering 
flow through these prison 
cells. The awful power of 
addictions destroys young 
lives and families. 

jrussell
Typewritten Text
Listen to: You never get used to it

http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/tfe/Audio/Jul%20TFE%202014/04-columban-mission-the-far-east-july-2014-You-never-get-used-to-it.mp3


good he had done over his years in 
prison. Did he, at the end, feel he 
had betrayed all the people who had 
trusted him and worked with him? 
His tragedy shows the awful power 
of drug addiction. Under its influence 
one does not think of consequences 
or damages. Luis could not face a 
lifetime behind bars. May God have 
mercy on his soul.

Meny is another sad case. He had 
been 10 years in jail. He got out eight 
years ago and went straight, working, 
no alcohol, drugs or crime. But just six 
months ago he had a fierce row with 
his wife, left all and returned to his 
old ways which landed him back in 
prison facing a possible sentence of 
15 years. He thought that because he 
was working he had recovered, but it 
seems a lot of negative thinking and 
emotions had accumulated. 

It is almost impossible for addicts 
to survive on their own. They need 
constant help, someone to talk to, 
some group to support them.
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Columban Sr Angela McKeever has spent 
more than 30 years in Chile.

I am convinced that most people 
in jail are addicts, whether it be to 
drink, drugs, sex or money. Recently 
I was talking to a young man named 
Juan who started talking about his 
life. Through stealing he could have 
money, cars, houses and property. 
"Why do you not stop?" I asked. The 
same problem has landed him in jail 
a few times. "I don’t know," he said, 
"but I love the rush, the adrenaline and 
to have a lot of money. I am sitting at 
home and suddenly, "Money" comes 
to my mind. The obsession is so strong 
that I drop everything and make plans 
to steal." 

That obsession is similar in the 
alcoholic, the drug addict and the 
sex addict.  When it’s activated the 
addict  wants more and more and 
can never be satisfied. Many of the 
men have told me over the years that 
it is only when they undertake the 
spiritual programmes of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous or 
Gamblers Anonymous that they begin 

CHILE

Archbishop Ricardo Ezzati of Santiago visits prisoners and celebrates the Eucharist.

to find meaning and the emptiness in 
their lives begins to heal.

Rivers of pain and suffering flow 
through these prison cells. The awful 
power of addictions destroys young 
lives and families. It turns young men, 
so full of promise, into criminals and 
thugs. It is almost impossible for them 
to turn from their addictions and 
forge a new path. Only a few succeed.

I remember a day when the priest 
visited the jail to hear confessions and 
not one man turned up. "There are 
no sinners here," he smiled as he was 
leaving. "Ah Padre," one of the men 
said, "We are all sinners but we have 
not repented."  And, he inferred, it was 
unlikely that they would ever do so. 
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hen I first left my homeland 
of the Fiji Islands after six 

months of preparation in 1997 to be 
a Columban lay missionary in Chile, I 
had no idea what to expect or what 
specific task I was going to do. What 
basically motivated me was the 
urge to share my faith with others 
wherever it may be. 

I am the youngest of six siblings and 
my only dream was to become a 
teacher like my father. But after 11 
years of teaching I was convinced 
that I was being called beyond the 
boundaries of classroom walls to 
become a Columban Lay Missionary.

I believe there were three significant 
pieces of advice I received during my 
missionary preparation in Fiji:  
a) An old missionary told us that when 
you arrive in another culture, do not 
rush in and open your "tool box" of 
skills, gifts and knowledge but rather 
stop, look and listen in order to know 
and learn from the people and their 
needs; b) The Emeritus Archbishop 
of Suva, Petero Mataca, told us that if 
the community you are working with 
begins to fall apart, look at yourself 
instead of blaming them and c) A 
Columban friend said that in order to 
be a happy missionary, you need to be 
realistic and have a sense of humour. 

W

Columban Lay Missionary, 
Serafina Vuda from Fiji, died in 
hospital in Los Angeles, California, 
on Saturday, May 31, from a 
serious illness she had suffered 
during the previous two weeks. A 
short period before her illness, she 
wrote the following article about 
her missionary vocation.

Stop, look and listen
SERAFINA VUDA

Serafina (right) visited Myanmar (Burma) with fellow Columban Lay Missionaries.

Serafina visits young people in the Philippines.
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FIJI

As I inserted myself in the life and 
culture of the indigenous Mapuche 
people of the south of Chile, it did 
not take long to discover that I was 
entering into some sacred and almost 
mysterious reality where the people 
lived so much in harmony with nature 
and with all of God’s creation. 

At the same time there was a sense 
of fear of darkness as people did not 
venture out after sunset. This is when I 
realized that my role was to learn and 
not to teach! “A life unlike your own can 
be your teacher,” said St Columban. I 
learnt that cultural values are non-
negotiable. Even up to the present 
time the Mapuche people continue in 
their struggle defending their forests, 
lakes and land from the manipulation 
of business and government interests. 

The bone-piercing cold with the 
wet climate and long walks through 
the thick mud to visit families living 
on their scattered farms were the 
toughest challenges we three Fijians 
lay missionaries endured for those 
three years amongst the Mapuche 
people. 

We had to have a good supply of 
firewood to keep our small wooden 
house warm, enough supply of 
candles for light when the lamp gas 
ran out and had to have enough 
energy to draw water from the six 
metre deep well for our everyday use. 

Many times during my three years 
amongst the Mapuches, especially 
when the going became tough, I 
asked myself, “what am I doing here?”   
I suppose it was the openness to these 
challenges and trust in the God who 
calls us to mission from the moment 
of our own baptism that helped me 
persevere and made a difference in 
my life forever.

We send our condolences to 
Serafina's family in Fiji and to 

the Columban Lay Missionaries. 
We thank God for her life and 

missionary commitment. 

May she rest in peace. 

In return we received love and 
acceptance from the people. We 
joined them in their harvest and in 
their cultural and religious rituals 
and festivities. This was how we 
went about building the Christian 
community, beginning first by 
building relationships with the people 
and their families. 

As I look back, it amazes me that 
among the Mapuche people I 
has a sense of the God of the Old 
Testament, who was distant, sacred 
and silently present in all forms of 
nature and rituals.

Interestingly, it was the women 
more than the men who actively 
participated in the Christian 
communities and who were the pillars 
of moral strength and faith in their 
own homes. 

Journeying with people from these 
two cultures has been the greatest 
gift to my life and I have received so 
much more than I have given. It has 
been a life-transforming experience. 
As one of my mentors says, “The 
first to be evangelized is the one who 
evangelizes.” I learnt that the greatest 
gift to any missionary serving abroad 
or in one's own home country, is the 
people who help one discover oneself 
and discover the face of God!

After nine years in Peru, I was elected 
in 2008 as the Coordinator of the Lay 
Mission Central Leadership Team, a 
three year position, based in Ireland. 
I had the opportunity to visit lay 
missionaries in all the countries where 
they work and to attend international 
Columban meetings representing the 
lay missionaries.

After completing my term as 
Coordinator, I was assigned in 2011 to 
the Los Angeles area of California to 
do Columban missionary promotion 
in parishes and schools. Once again I 
feel the need to stop, listen and learn 
and trust in God in this new reality.

After the death of my Dad and some 
time at home with Mum, I moved on 
to continue my next assignment in 
Peru. In the midst of extreme poverty 
and social violence there I discovered 
the Jesus of the New Testament who 
portrayed a suffering God and one 
who always accompanies us in our 
everyday life situations. I soon learnt 
that my role in Peru was to offer hope 
and empower people in the face of 
their suffering. 

Apart from liturgies and supporting 
projects to help women and 
children improve their livelihood, 
organizing basic training programs 
in the area of emotional and spiritual 
accompaniment for the sick and 
suffering gave me a lot of energy and 
fulfilment.

I learnt that the greatest gift to 
any missionary serving abroad 
or in one's own home country, is 
the people who help one discover 
oneself and discover the face of 
God!

COLUMBAN LAY MISSION

CHILE PERU USAIRELAND
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n encounter between the 
Apostles Peter and Andrew

Like our venerable predecessors, 
Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras, who met here in 
Jerusalem 50 years ago, we too, Pope 
Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, were determined to 
meet in the Holy Land “where our 
common Redeemer, Christ our Lord, 
lived, taught, died, rose again, and 
ascended into Heaven, whence he sent 
the Holy Spirit on the infant Church” 
(Common communiqué of Pope 
Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras, 
published after their meeting of 6 
January 1964). 

Our meeting, another encounter 
of the Bishops of the Churches of 
Rome and Constantinople, founded 

A

Common Declaration
On Sunday May 25, Pope Francis and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I met in Jerusalem to mark the 
50th anniversary of the meeting of their predecessors, Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras. Here is a selection 
of extracts from their common declaration that marked the occasion.

respectively by the two Brothers, the 
Apostles Peter and Andrew, is a source 
of profound spiritual joy for us.

Confessing our Apostolic faith

The embrace exchanged between 
Pope Paul VI and Patriarch 
Athenagoras here in Jerusalem, after 
many centuries of silence, paved the 
way for a momentous gesture, the 
removal from the memory and from 
the midst of the Church of the acts of 
mutual excommunication in 1054. 

This was followed by an exchange of 
visits between the respective Sees 
of Rome and Constantinople, by 
regular correspondence and, later, 
by the decision announced by Pope 
John Paul II and Patriarch Dimitrios, 
of blessed memory both, to initiate a 

theological dialogue of truth between 
Catholics and Orthodox. 

Over these years, God, the source of 
all peace and love, has taught us to 
regard one another as members of 
the same Christian family, under one 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and 
to love one another, so that we may 
confess our faith in the same Gospel 
of Christ, as received by the Apostles 
and expressed and transmitted to us 
by the Ecumenical Councils and the 
Church Fathers. 

While fully aware of not having 
reached the goal of full communion, 
today we confirm our commitment to 
continue walking together towards 
the unity for which Christ our Lord 
prayed to the Father so “that all may 
be one” (Jn 17:21).
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REFLECTION

Well aware that unity is manifested 
in love of God and love of neighbour, 
we look forward in eager anticipation 
to the day in which we will finally 
partake together in the Eucharistic 
banquet.

A common witness

Yet even as we make this journey 
towards full communion we already 
have the duty to offer common 
witness to the love of God for all 
people by working together in the 
service of humanity, especially in 
defending the dignity of the human 
person at every stage of life and the 
sanctity of family based on marriage, 
in promoting peace and the common 
good, and in responding to the 
suffering that continues to afflict our 
world. 

We acknowledge that hunger, 
poverty, illiteracy, the inequitable 
distribution of resources must 
constantly be addressed. It is our duty 
to seek to build together a just and 
humane society in which no-one feels 
excluded or marginated.

Safeguarding the gift of creation

It is our profound conviction that the 
future of the human family depends 
also on how we safeguard – both 
prudently and compassionately, 
with justice and fairness – the gift 
of creation that our Creator has 
entrusted to us. Therefore, we 
acknowledge in repentance the 
wrongful mistreatment of our planet, 
which is tantamount to sin before the 
eyes of God. 

We reaffirm our responsibility and 
obligation to foster a sense of humility 
and moderation so that all may feel 
the need to respect creation and to 
safeguard it with care. 

Together, we pledge our commitment 
to raising awareness about the 
stewardship of creation; we appeal 
to all people of goodwill to consider 
ways of living less wastefully and 
more frugally, manifesting less 
greed and more generosity for the 
protection of God’s world and the 
benefit of His people.

Authentic dialogue between 
religions

There is likewise an urgent need for 
effective and committed cooperation 
of Christians in order to safeguard 
everywhere the right to express 
publicly one’s faith and to be treated 
fairly when promoting that which 
Christianity continues to offer to 
contemporary society and culture. 

In this regard, we invite all Christians 
to promote an authentic dialogue 
with Judaism, Islam and other 
religious traditions. Indifference and 
mutual ignorance can only lead to 
mistrust and unfortunately even 
conflict.

Concern for Christians in the Middle 
East

From this holy city of Jerusalem, 
we express our shared profound 
concern for the situation of Christians 
in the Middle East and for their 
right to remain full citizens of their 
homelands. In trust we turn to the 
almighty and merciful God in a prayer 
for peace in the Holy Land and in the 
Middle East in general. We especially 
pray for the Churches in Egypt, Syria, 
and Iraq, which have suffered most 
grievously due to recent events. 

We encourage all parties regardless of 
their religious convictions to continue 
to work for reconciliation and for the 
just recognition of peoples’ rights. We 

are persuaded that it is not arms, but 
dialogue, pardon and reconciliation 
that are the only possible means to 
achieve peace.

Reconciliation and unity of the 
human family

In an historical context marked by 
violence, indifference and egoism, 
many men and women today feel 
that they have lost their bearings. 
It is precisely through our common 
witness to the good news of the 
Gospel that we may be able to help 
the people of our time to rediscover 
the way that leads to truth, justice and 
peace. 

United in our intentions, and recalling 
the example, 50 years ago here 
in Jerusalem, of Pope Paul VI and 
Patriarch Athenagoras, we call upon 
all Christians, together with believers 
of every religious tradition and all 
people of good will, to recognize the 
urgency of the hour that compels 
us to seek the reconciliation and 
unity of the human family, while fully 
respecting legitimate differences, for 
the good of all humanity and of future 
generations.

VATICAN

Full text at: www.vatican.va/speeches/
May 2014 Speeches

Also see: www.apostolicpilgrimage.org/

Subheadings added by The Far East.

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
OF CONSTANTINOPLE
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ow that Pope John Paul II 
and Pope John XXIII  have 

been canonized saints I suppose I can 
now say that I walked with a saint, 
talked with a saint and photographed 
a saint as thousands of others have 
done during Pope John Paul II's many 
travels and  public appearances. It 
was in 1981 when he came to the 
Philippines and I was assigned to 
photograph and write about his visit. 
He had a hectic schedule. I made 
travel arrangements to be in the 
places where he would be. 

10  The Far East - July 2014 

N

I walked with the saints FR SHAY CULLEN

Pope St John Paul II from Poland 
was not adverse to positive political 
positions and strong solidarity with 
the Church in Poland. He supported 
those that were organizing trade 
unions and staging non-violent 
demonstrations for freedoms and 
human rights in Poland. After all, the 
social teachings of the Church were 
already strongly established in Papal 
teachings. The Solidarity movement 
eventually won elections and soon 
the communist state collapsed. Many 
hoped he would likewise speak up 

for the poor during his visit to the 
Philippines.
In the Philippines at that time the 
dictatorship of  President Ferdinand 
Marcos and his wife Imelda held 
sway over a brutal regime that 
oppressed the poor and the church 
and plundered the public treasury 
at will. Marcos was claiming he was 
a democratically elected official but 
the cemeteries were overflowing with 
victims of his death squads.

It was a stifling hot February day in 
1981 in Tondo, a slum area of Manila, 

Child labour, recycling refuge in the Tondo slum area, Manila, Philippines where Pope John Paul II visited in 1981.
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PHILIPPINES

when I stood side by side with Pope 
John Paul II. A small stage had been 
set up on the side of the road and 
roped off. I took a taxi and walked the 
rest of the way. My Press Card got me 
through security. 

The people had gathered and 
strangely there were no politicians, 
bishops or priests or even an official 
delegation waiting to greet the Pope. 
The media had not yet arrived.

I stood around alone by the little 
stage and after a while some vehicles 
came through the crowds. The 
vehicles stopped and out stepped 
Pope John Paul II. He was escorted by 
his security people to the small stage. 
The bishops, press and other officials 
were nowhere to be seen. Apparently 
there was a huge traffic jam nearby.

It was an amazing scene. He was 
dressed in a simple white cassock and 
skull cap and only a few of his staff 
were there.  Gone was all the glitter, 
pomp and ceremony of Rome. He 
stood alone calmly with a smile and 

Columban Fr Shay Cullen has been a 
missionary in the Philippines since 1969.

They live heroic lives of virtue and 
self-sacrifice and can and will 
stand proudly with the two popes 
in God's kingdom. 

Two Filipino women are overwhelmed with the news of Pope John Paul II's canonisation.

gave a light wave to the clapping 
crowd. Nothing seemed to perturb 
him. I stood within three metres and 
greeted him with, "Welcome your 
Holiness".  

I didn't know what else to say. He just 
smiled and nodded. I was perplexed 
standing around alone with a Pope 
inside the roped enclosure.  Even 
though I was standing almost 
beside him, I forgot to take lots of 
photographs.

After about eight minutes vehicles 
with the sound of sirens wailing, 
started arriving through the crowd 
and a horde of church and civic 
officials rushed to the stage and got 
on with the official welcome. John 
Paul gave a speech that applied the 
beatitudes to the people of Tondo. 

"Blessed are the Poor," he said. He 
encouraged them to pursue the 
social teachings of the church. It 
was a warning to the rich cronies of 
Marcos to respect the dignity of God's 
children. After flowers were presented 
to him, the pope and all the officials 
got into the cars and were driven 
away in a convoy.

It was not the first time I had met 
and walked with living saints. Those 
who have dedicated their lives to 
the unselfish service of the sick and 
helpless, those risking their lives by 
defending human rights and the 
poor, those dying in the struggle 
for justice and the rights of the 
oppressed are all martyrs and saints. 
I have walked and worked with 
many of them. They live heroic lives 
of virtue and self-sacrifice and can 
and will stand proudly with the two 
popes in God's kingdom. 

Pope John Paul II gave a light wave to the crowds 
in Tondo in 1981.
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My 40 years in Latin America

ell us about your missionary 
experience in Latin 

America?

I have been very fortunate to work 10 
years in Chile, 17 years in Brazil and 13 
years in Peru. After ordination in 1964 
I was sent to Rome to study Theology 
and Liturgy. After that I became a 
member of the teaching staff at the 
Columban Seminary in Sydney for 
seven years. 

From there, I went on to spend the 
next 40 years as a missionary to Latin 
America where for the first time I 
came face to face with people living 
in poverty. During these 40 years,  I 
have always been impressed by the 
deep lifelong friendship which Latin 
American people offer you. 

Your first experience was in Chile

After several months of Spanish 
language classes in Bolivia, I spent 
my first three years in a parish in the 
Archdiocese of Santiago in the Chilean 
capital. During that time my mother 
became ill and died. When I returned 
from her funeral in New Zealand I 

T
Columban Fr Donald Hornsey has spent 40 of his 50 years of priestly life in Latin America, working in all three 
countries where the Columbans have or had a mission. He spoke with The Far East magazine.

was met at the airport by a truck load 
of parish youth welcoming me back. 
When the Columbans decided to 
open a new mission in the far north 
of Chile in the Diocese of Arica, I 
volunteered along with two Scottish 
Columban priest associates. 

On arrival the Bishop offered us 
a rather well-off parish which we 
decided not to accept. Soon after 
while walking around the city, a man 
yelled out to us from across the street, 
"go up there!" He pointed to a large 
shantytown on the side of the large 
hill that dominates the city of Arica. 

As there was no church presence 
there and the people were very poor, 
we decided to take this area. We 
soon  settled into our new home, our 
"masonite mansion," a shack similar to 
those of our neighbours.   

My seven years in Arica coincided with 
the earlier years of Chile's oppressive 
military dictatorship. On one occasion 
when I joined our shantytown 
residents in a protest against the 
military dictatorship, an army truck 

arrived full of soldiers who soon 
formed a line in front of us pointing 
their rifles at us. Someone said to me, 
"Play a song on your guitar, Padre!" I 
replied, "I think it is more sensible for 
us to remain quiet." I was denounced 
in the local newspaper as a foreign 
agitator. 

When the Columbans decided to 
open a new mission in Brazil in 
1984, I placed my name on the list of 
volunteers even though I was very 
happy in Arica. A short time later, one 
night during a raid by the army on our 
shantytown, with a total black out and 
an army tank parked 20 metres away, I  
heard a loud knock at the door.

Thinking that the army had come 
to take me away for interrogation, I 
said to myself I am not going to hide, 
I will open the door. I opened it and 
heard a voice which said to me in 
Portuguese, "Welcome to Brazil, Padre". 
It was a Brazilian seminarian visiting 
Chile who somehow had heard from 
the Columbans before I did that I was 
to be appointed to Brazil. 
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You then went to Brazil

We were divided into two groups. 
One group worked in the Archdiocese 
of Salvador on the north east coast 
of Brazil and the other group, which I 
joined, worked 1000kms inland in the 
Diocese of Barreiras. 

For the first two years, I lived on the 
outskirts of the city of Cristopolis 
and rode a push bike 16kms a day to 
the town of Bainopolis. During the 
wet season the only way to get that 
bicycle up the steep muddy slopes 
was by walking backwards and pulling 
the mud caked bike behind me. 
I later moved to Bainopolis, becoming 
the first resident priest there. There 
I spent eight years organizing the 
church in the surrounding townships 
into Christian communities. I shared 
the same diet of beans, rice and 
tapioca-root as the local subsistence 
farmers. 
My last seven years in Brazil were 
spent working on the outskirts of the 
city of Barreiras. There I managed to 
change my diet on Sundays at least 

to boiled potatoes, a tin of peas and 
canned sardines. 

You then moved to Peru after the 
Columbans decided to close the 
Brazilian mission

At the age of 63, I left the 40 degree 
night and day temperatures of Brazil 
for the night temperatures of 10 
degrees below zero of the Peruvian 
Andes mountains. I joined my fellow 
New Zealander, Columban Fr Paul 
Prendergast, in Sicuani, a Quechua-
speaking area at 3500 metres above 
sea level. 

I now had to learn the language of the 
local indigenous people, "Quechua", in 
addition to my Spanish for Chile and 
Portuguese for Brazil. 

In all of my time in Latin America, 
this was probably the place that 
suited me the most, due to my rural 
New Zealand background, my love 
of nature, my interest in indigenous 
cultures and my desire to work with 
and accompany the local subsistence 
Quechua farmers. 

What are the main things you have 
learnt during your 40 years in Latin 
America?

The people of the Andes have taught 
me to pray in a contemplative manner. 
I believe it is because they spend the 
entire day up on the mountainside 
watching over their llamas and cattle 
and are close to nature. 

Perhaps the busyness of many 
people in the western world creates 
an obstacle to seeing God in nature, 
in our lives and in others. In town, 
when the bank system breaks down, 
I go home trying to find something 
to make me busy. The local people 
wait patiently for the bank to reopen. 
One can learn so much from other 
cultures. 

The people of the Andes have taught me to pray in a contemplative manner. I believe it is because they spend 
the entire day up on the mountainside watching over their llamas and cattle and are close to nature. 

Columban Fr Donald Hornsey 
celebrates his 50 years of missionary 
priesthood this month (see page 14).

BRAZIL PERUCHILE
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Fr Donald Hornsey was born in 
Morrinsville, New Zealand, where he 
completed his primary education 
at St Joseph's Convent School. 
After his secondary education at 
the Holy Name Minor Seminary in 
Christchurch, he went on to study 
for the priesthood as a candidate for 
the Archdiocese of Auckland. At the 
end of his second year of studies, he 
decided to join the Missionary Society 
of St Columban.

He was ordained priest on July 4, 1964 
in St Patrick's Cathedral, Auckland, by 
Archbishop Liston. After ordination Fr 
Donald was sent to study Liturgy and 
Theology at St Anselmo's College in 
Rome. Upon completion of his studies, 
he was appointed to the teaching 
staff at the Columban seminary 
at Turramurra, Sydney, where he 
remained for seven years. 

Leaving the role of Seminary Professor 
behind, Fr Don went on to spend 
the next 40 years in Latin America 
as a missionary and parish priest. 
He would spent 10 years in Chile, 
followed by 17 in Brazil and then at 
the age of 63, he went to the Quechua 
people high in the mountain valleys 
of the Andes Mountain Range in Peru 
where he remained for the next 13 
years. 

Fr Maurice John (Sean) O'Connor 
was born in Gate Pa, Tauranga, 
New Zealand. After completing 
his secondary school education 
at St Joseph's Masterton and St 
Patrick's, Silverstream, he entered St 
Columban's Seminary to study for the 
priesthood. 

Fr Sean was ordained on July 2, 1964 
in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 
Wellington, by Archbishop McKeefry. 

After ordination, Fr Sean was 
appointed to Latin America, travelling 
by ship to Lima, Peru, for Spanish 
language classes. Upon completion 
of his language classes, he was 
appointed to Chile. Fr Sean worked 
in Santiago from 1965-1973. From 
1973-1978 he worked in Columban 
promotion and mission education in 
New Zealand. He returned to Chile in 
1978 working in Santiago, Arica and 
Iquique until 1999, when he returned 
to New Zealand for several years.

He went back to Chile in 2004 and 
worked in Iquique until 2013 when 
he retired to New Zealand. Fr Sean is 
presently the Parish Priest of Kaitaia, 
the most northern parish in New 
Zealand.

We congratulate three Columbans from New Zealand and Australia who are celebrating 
50 years of priesthood this month.  

Columban Jubilees

Fr Anthony (Tony) McCarthy was born 
in Kyneton in Victoria, Australia. After 
completing his secondary education 
at St Patrick's College, Ballarat, he 
entered St Columban's Seminary to 
study for the priesthood. Fr Anthony 
was ordained on July 25, 1964 in St 
Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne, by 
Archbishop Simonds. 

After ordination, Fr Anthony was 
assigned to the Philippines where 
he worked on the southern island of 
Mindanao in parishes and schools for 
the next 15 years. In 1979, Fr Anthony 
was reappointed back to Australia 
where he spent the next 5 years 
doing Columban promotion work in 
dioceses across Australia such as Port 
Pirie, Sale, Hobart, Perth and Brisbane. 
He also took the opportunity to do a 
Clinical Pastoral Education course as 
preparation for hospital chaplaincy. 
He later took an advanced course in 
hospital chaplaincy.  

He returned to the Philippines in 1985 
and continued to work in parishes on 
the island of Mindanao.

After eight year back in the 
Philippines, Fr Anthony was 
reappointed back to Australia in 1993. 
He continues with hospital visitation 
in his home town of Kyneton where 
he is retired. Congratulations to all
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Enter into the world of the late sixth and early seventh century Europe as you follow St Columban who 
left Ireland to participate in the re-evangelization of Europe. Be spiritually uplifted as you follow this 
Pilgrim for Christ through some of Europe's most spectacular scenery. Let your faith in Christ be enriched 
and grow as you open your hearts and minds to God speaking to you on this pilgrimage.

D.  Enjoy spectacular scenery - 
    The Irish countryside and monastic ruins.
    Eastern France - the Vosges Mountains,       
      ancient towns and monasteries.
    Lake Constance at the northern end of  
      the Alps, located on the border between  
      Switzerland, Germany and Austria.
    The Swiss Alps - cross the Lucomagno  
      Pass in Switzerland.
    Italy - The Apennine Mountains -  
      St Columban's resting place in Bobbio.

    Rome - the Eternal City.

A Pilgrimage for August/ September 2015 to mark the 
1400th Anniversary of the death of St Columban in the 
year 615 in Bobbio in northern Italy.

In the footsteps of St Columban
DUBLIN LUXEUIL BREGENZ DISENTIS  OLIVONE BOBBIO ROME

St Columban - Monk, Missionary and Writer

COLUMBAN PILGRIMAGE - DUBLIN TO ROME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PILGRIMAGE

A.  Learn about "Celtic Spirituality" and visit important  
      monastic sites in Ireland.
B.  Visit the Irish headquarters of Columban Fathers and  
     Columban Sisters.
C.  Visit the sites of monasteries founded  
      by St Columban in France, Austria  
      and Italy.

Pilgrimage 2015





























    
































For information: Contact: info@columban.org.au
Aus: (03) 9375 9475     NZ: 61-3-9375-9475



Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the repose of 
the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society of St Columban who 
died recently and for the spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our readers, their 
families and friends.
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akistan is one of the most dangerous countries in 
the world for religious minorities says a new report 

of the organization "Minority Rights Group International" 
(MRG). The document notes that, since 1980, attacks on 
minority groups (Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Shiites and 
Hazaras) have been on the rise and also the "targeted killings" 
have reached unprecedented levels. "Hate speeches against 
minorities are widespread and circulate freely" notes the text.

The report, based on official figures, notes that the attacks 
against Shiite and Hazaras communities have a "disturbing 
level" (700 Shiites killed in 2013) and criticises the "totally 
inadequate" response of the Pakistani government, which 
"should send a clear message, showing that such attacks are 
unacceptable and do not go unpunished," said MRG. 

"Turning a blind eye to the atrocities, the government legitimizes 
a culture of impunity among the militant groups, while 
minorities live in fear every day. If criminals are not brought to 

P

That the Holy Spirit may support the work of the laity who proclaim the Gospel in the poorest countries
Mission Intention for July

Pakistan, a dangerous country for religious minorities

justice quickly, more mass violence on minority groups is likely 
to happen."

The report states that most of the attacks are carried out 
by three militant groups: Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), 
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LEJ) and Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TPP). 
The main targets are, above all, professionals: - doctors, 
lawyers, politicians, businessmen, religious leaders and 
human rights activists. According to activists interviewed 
by MRG, these attacks intend to demoralize and marginalize 
minority communities in Pakistan, facilitating their exit from 
the country. 

The report points out that the "climate of fear" is fuelled with 
hate campaigns conducted in mosques, schools, public 
spaces and social media. 

- Source: Agenzia Fides 16/06/2014
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From the Director
"Houston, we have a problem"

Fr Gary Walker
director@columban.org.au

A memorable line from the film Apollo 13 said by Tom 
Hanks is, "Houston, we have a problem" has passed 

into the English language. Originally a genuine report of a 
life threatening fault on a space flight these days it can refer 
to any problem big or small. 

In May of this year, Pope Francis and Patriarch Bartholomew 
met in Jerusalem to celebrate the meeting 50 years before 
of Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras in Jerusalem. 
This meeting was the beginning of healing a split in the 
Christian Church between the Catholic Church and the 
Orthodox Church or the Roman Church and the Byzantine 
Church. The Churches have had a problem since 1054 and 
after the extraordinary events of the Second Vatican Council 
a new mood seemed to sweep through the Churches which 
brought about the first rapprochement (bringing together) 
in 900 years. 

This Vatican report, like many other reports, warns us 
of impending disaster as the planet on which we live 
goes through unprecedented climate change. Like 
Beethoven's music, this is something new, unexpected 
and threatening. Simply put, the world is in danger 
and the reason is caused by humans especially by our 
use of fossil fuel.

On the other hand when I read the report on Sustainable 
Humanity, Sustainable Nature, Our Responsibility from a 
workshop of the Pontifical Academies of Sciences and 
Social Sciences the music I associate with this paper is the 
late string quartets of Beethoven's final creative period. His 
music is challenging and he is taking music into another 
stage of development. Not everyone was happy as he 
changed people's expectations about music.

This Vatican report, like many other reports, warns us of 
impending disaster as the planet on which we live goes 
through unprecedented climate change. Like Beethoven's 
music, this is something new, unexpected and threatening. 
Simply put, the world is in danger and the reason is caused 
by humans especially by our use of fossil fuel. The world 
suffers from many problems but this is the major issue. 

We are familiar with these apocalyptic predictions that we 
are destroying our environment by the demands of the 
affluent lifestyle of some people throughout the world. 
We are also familiar with the warnings that the impact on 
poorer people in the world will be destructive and cause 
major breakdowns in society. The oceans are warming, the 
hurricanes will be devastating, not necessarily bigger but 
more of them. 

But there are people, climate change sceptics, some of 
whom are scientists who do not believe this is happening. 
They are treated even-handedly in the media and people 
are confused, not knowing who to believe. The fact is that 
while the media reports both sides of the argument, the 
peer review of scientific journals clearly states that climate 
change is occurring and have held this position for quite 
a few years even allowing for scientific discrepancies. 
"Houston we have a problem."

This Common Declaration is another step in establishing 
better ties with a view to understanding each other's 
religious tradition in depth with a long time goal of uniting, 
'unity in diversity' being the phrase used to explain what 
would come to be. There is no timeline for this work of 
dialogue, but  the music of Czech composer Bedrich 
Smetana in his symphonic poem The Moldau reminds 
me of what that dialogue might be like. The Vitava River 
(in German The Moldau) which rises in the Bohemian 
Mountains, flows through the Czech countryside to the 
beautiful city of Prague. The music flows like a stately river, 
smooth, easily, powerfully. Time is not of the essence, the 
river will flow, nothing will stop the river from reaching its 
destination. 
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Listen to From the Director: "Houston, we have a problem"

http://www.columban.org.au/assets/files/tfe/Audio/Jul%20TFE%202014/11-columban-mission-the-far-east-july-2014-From-The-Director.mp3
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Inspiration and Preparation
I had read in The Far East magazine 
how teams of Catholics from 
Columban parishes in Chile and 
Peru evangelized neglected areas 
during summer missions. Inspired 
by this I challenged our "Columban 
Companions in Mission" team 
members from the parish of Labasa 
to do something similar in Dogatuki. 
The "Columban Companions in 
Mission" are a group of Fijian laity who 
support and accompany Columban 
missionaries in their missionary tasks.

"O

Columban Fr Francis Hoare shares lunch during the mission to Dogatuki.

ur people are dispirited. 
30 years ago the former 

Archbishop accepted our request to 
establish a parish here but this has 
not happened. No priest has been 
appointed here. We have been passed 
around among three different parishes 
since then and only occasionally has 
a priest come to say Mass. Through 
holding fundraising bazaars we had 
collected $86,000 about 20 years ago. 

This was put in an Archdiocesan account 
but our requests for information about 
it have not been answered. We planted 
a lot of yaqona, a good cash crop, to 
use for building a parish church and 
presbytery here but, over the years, 
priests came and uprooted some of it 
for their own purposes.” This was the 
sad account told to me by a Catechist 
from the village of Dogatuki. 

He added, “Quite a few Catholics have 
joined the Evangelical Churches in 
recent years. Recently the priest who was 
overseeing our area said that he would 
not be returning any more. But we don’t 
know which parish we now belong to or 
who will care for our spiritual needs.”

The Problem

The Solution

A solution after 30 years FR FRANCIS HOARE

Dogatuki, an area of nine villages in the far north-west of Vanua Levu, 
the second largest island of the Fiji group, now has a solution to its 
problem.
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Yaqona being shared at the thanksgiving ceremony.
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FIJI

They were soon preparing for a one 
week summer mission to evangelize 
Dogatuki. They assembled their 
"human resources" - Catechists, 
musicians, youths and experienced 
adults and their "programme resources" 
– bible sharing, liturgy, reconciliation 
and youth themes. Because I was 
the Columban priest who was to 
accompany the Companion team to 
Dogatuki, I was asked to help prepare 
them with a two day retreat.

After a Mass to farewell the 
Companion team from the parish 
of Labasa, they travelled by truck to 
Dogatuki. This area has about 400 
Catholics scattered over six or seven 
villages. The 18 Labasa Companions 
divided into five teams to stay in five 
different villages for the week. 

I was assigned to spend one or two 
days in each village in succession 
providing opportunities for all 
to receive the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, the Eucharist and the 
Anointing of the Sick. I was humbled 
by the respect and hospitality with 
which the people treated me and the 
team members.

Rejection and Healing

An unexpected hitch occurred in 
Vugolei, one of the villages. The 
village headman, a Catholic, arrived 
there shortly after the team and 
announced that he disagreed with 
the mission and would not attend 
because young lay people were 
conducting the teaching rather than 
Catechists or priests. The team was 
shocked. 

The village Catechist was humiliated 
and deeply offended. But he advised 
avoiding conflict by withdrawing to a 
nearby village, Vitina, where another 
team was conducting a program. 
Some of the families in Vugolei joined 
the evangelization program there too. 

The team leader, on arrival in Vitina, 
was in tears as he recounted this 
reversal.  

I arrived in Vitina on day three of the 
mission. It was going very well with 
a large crowd attending, including 
many young people. I was delighted 
at the professional presentation by 
the youth members of the team. They 
strongly challenged the Vitina youth 
to be evangelizers themselves. At the 
beginning of Mass that evening we 
burned records of personal failings 
written during an earlier community 
reconciliation liturgy. Isaiah’s message, 
in the first reading that evening, to 
the dispirited Jews in Babylon, spoke 
deeply to the hurts and doubts of the 
Dogatuki people. 

these in Vitina. This was a very 
relevant input since a number of 
Vitina Catholics, who had converted 
to Evangelical Churches, were 
present. Joape shared afterwards 
that a number of these people came 
to him personally to ask for further 
instruction and advice.

An unexpected but welcome result 
of the week was that the Dogatuki 
youths, inspired by the Labasa young 
Companions, decided to organize 
"Columban Companions in Mission" 
groups in three villages. Their main 
project would be to dialogue with 
other Catholic youths who were being 
influenced by fundamentalist groups 
and try to win them back to active 
participation in the Church.

The week ended in typical Fijian 
style with a packed Mass at Vitina 
attended also by people from the 
other four villages. Afterwards a 
formal leave-taking by the visitors 
and thanksgiving ceremony by the 
hosts (which included gifts of mats, 
brooms and bottles of coconut oil) 
were celebrated with many bowls of 
yaqona and a communal feast. The 
Dogatuki people appealed to the 
Companions to come again next year. 

The Companions left with a sense of 
thanksgiving for all that was achieved 
and with confirmation of their identity 
as missionaries in their own country. 

On my return to Suva the new 
Archbishop told me that he had 
unearthed the Dogatuki bank 
account and that it now stood at over 
$100,000. He asked me to return to 
Dogatuki for Christmas with this good 
news. 

Thirty years on, Dogatuki can now 
begin to be established as a fully 
functioning parish.

Columban Fr Francis Hoare first went to Fiji 
in 1973.

The Companions left with a sense 
of thanksgiving for all that was 
achieved and with confirmation 
of their identity as missionaries in 
their own country. 

At the end of the Mass four volunteers 
gave testimony to how the first three 
days of the mission had affected 
them. One of them, the Vugolei 
Catechist, said that the welcome 
received from the Vitina people 
had healed the hurt he felt by the 
rejection in his own village.

Confirmation and Encouragement

The Dogatuki Catechists were 
encouraged and strengthened by the 
four visiting Labasa catechists. Joape, 
one of these, had been a Methodist 
lay preacher before becoming a 
Catholic. Joape had done his own 
research on answering fundamentalist 
attacks on aspects of the Catholic 
faith. 

He developed biblically-based 
answers to 10 challenges and shared 
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umanity has entered a 
new era. Our technological 

prowess has brought humanity to a 
crossroads. We are the inheritors of 
two centuries of remarkable waves 
of technological change: steam 
power, railroads, the telegraph, 
electrification, automotive transport, 
aviation, industrial chemistry, modern 
medicine, computing and now the 
digital revolution, biotechnologies 
and nanotechnologies. These 
advances have reshaped the world 
economy into one that is increasingly 
urban and globally connected, but 
also more and more unequal.

However, just as humanity 
confronted “Revolutionary Change” 
(Rerum Novarum) in the Age of 
Industrialization in the 19th century, 
today we have changed our natural 
environment to such an extent 
that scientists are redefining the 

H

Sustainable Humanity
             Sustainable Nature
                            Our Responsibility

From May 2-6, 2014, The Pontifical Academies of Sciences and Social Sciences hosted a joint workshop in the 
Vatican on the above theme. Printed below is the Final Statement of this important workshop.

current period as the Age of the 
Anthropocene, that is to say an age 
when human action, through the 
use of fossil fuels, is having a decisive 
impact on the planet. If current trends 
continue, this century will witness 
unprecedented climate changes 
and eco-system destruction that will 
severely impact us all.
Human action which is not 
respectful of nature becomes a 
boomerang for human beings that 
creates inequality and extends 
what Pope Francis has termed “the 
globalization of indifference” 
and the “economy of exclusion” 
(Evangelii Gaudium), which themselves 
endanger solidarity with present and 
future generations.
The advances in measured 
productivity in all sectors – 
agriculture, industry and services– 
enable us to envision the end of 

poverty, the sharing of prosperity, 
and the further extensions of 
life spans. However, unfair social 
structures (Evangelii Gaudium) have 
become obstacles to an appropriate 
and sustainable organization of 
production and a fair distribution of 
its fruits, which are both necessary to 
achieve those goals. 

Humanity’s relationship with nature 
is riddled with unaccounted for 
consequences of the actions each of 
us take for both present and future 
generations. Socio-environmental 
processes are not self-correcting. 
Market forces alone, bereft of 
ethics and collective action, 
cannot solve the intertwined crises 
of poverty, exclusion, and the 
environment. However, the failure of 
the market has been accompanied by 
the failure of institutions, which have 
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Stabilizing the Climate and Giving Energy Access to All with an Inclusive Economy
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not always aimed at the common 
good.

Problems have been exacerbated 
by the fact that economic activity is 
currently measured solely in terms 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
and therefore doesn't record 
the degradation of Earth that 
accompanies it nor the abject 
inequalities between countries and 
within each country. The growth 
in GDP has been accompanied by 
unacceptable gaps between rich and 
poor, who still have no access to most 
of the advancement of the Era. 

For example, about 50% of available 
energy is accessed by just one billion 
people, yet the negative impacts on 
the environment are being felt by the 
three billion who have no access to 
that energy. Three billion have so little 
access to modern energy that they 
are forced to cook, heat and light their 
homes with methods dangerous to 
their health.

The massive fossil fuel use at 
the heart of the global energy 
system deeply disrupts the 
Earth’s climate and acidifies the 
world’s oceans. The warming and 
associated extreme weather will 
reach unprecedented levels in 
our children’s life times and 40% 
of the world’s poor, who have a 
minimal role in generating global 
pollution, are likely to suffer the most. 
Industrial-scale agricultural practices 
are transforming landscapes around 
the world, disrupting ecosystems 
and threatening the diversity and 
survival of species on a planetary 
scale. 
Yet even with the unprecedented 
scale and intensity of land use, food 
insecurity still stalks the planet, with 
one billion people suffering from 
chronic hunger and another billion 
or so suffering from the hidden 
hunger of micronutrient deficiencies. 
Tragically, a third of the produced 
food is wasted, which as Pope Francis 

said is “like stealing from the table of the 
poor and the hungry.”
In view of the persistence 
of poverty, the widening of 
economic and social inequalities 
and the continued destruction 
of the environment, the world’s 
governments called for the adoption 
by 2015 of new universal goals, to 
be called Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), to guide planetary-scale 
actions after 2015. 
To achieve these goals will require 
global cooperation, technological 
innovations that are within reach, 
and supportive economic and 
social policies at the national and 
regional levels, such as the taxation 
and regulation of environmental 
abuses, limits to the enormous 
power of transnational corporations 
and a fair redistribution of wealth. 
It has become abundantly clear 
that Humanity’s relationship with 
Nature needs to be undertaken by 
cooperative, collective action at all 
levels – local, regional and global.

VATICAN
JUSTICE, PEACE and THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION

Extreme Weather - ravaging bushfires  - Australia Food Insecurity - hunger, poverty and drought - Kenya
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The technological and operational 
bases for a true sustainable 
development are available or within 
reach. Extreme poverty can be 
ended through targeted investments 
in sustainable energy access, 
education, health, housing, social 
infrastructure and livelihoods for the 
poor. 

Social inequalities can be reduced 
through the defence of human 
rights, the rule of law, participatory 
democracy, universal access to public 
services, the recognition of personal 
dignity, a significant improvement in 
the effectiveness of fiscal and social 
policies, an ethical finance reform, 
large scale decent work creation 
policies, integration of the informal 
and popular economic sectors, 
and national and international 
collaboration to eradicate the new 
forms of slavery such as forced labour 
and sexual exploitation. 

Energy systems can be made 
much more efficient and much 
less dependent on coal, petrol 
and natural gas to avoid climate 

change, protect the oceans, 
and clean the air of coal-based 
pollutants. Food production can 
be made far more fruitful and less 
wasteful of land and water, more 
respectful of peasants and indigenous 
people and less polluting. Food 
wastage can be cut significantly, with 
both social and ecological benefits.

Perhaps the greatest challenge 
lies in the sphere of human values. 
The main obstacles to achieving 
sustainability and human inclusion are 
inequality, unfairness, corruption and 
human trafficking. Our economies, 
our democracies, our societies and 
our cultures pay a high price for the 
growing gap between the rich and 
the poor within and between nations. 
Perhaps the most deleterious aspect 
of the widening income and wealth 
gap in so many countries is that it is 
deepening inequality of opportunity. 
Most importantly, inequality, 
global injustice, and corruption are 
undermining our ethical values, 
personal dignity and human rights. 

We need, above all, to change our 
convictions and attitudes, and 

combat the globalization of 
indifference with its culture of 
waste and idolatry of money. We 
should insist upon the preferential 
option for the poor; strengthen the 
family and community; and honour 
and protect Creation as humanity’s 
imperative responsibility to future 
generations. 
We have the innovative and 
technological capability to be good 
stewards of Creation. Humanity 
needs urgently to redirect our 
relationship with nature by adopting 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
so as to promote a sustainable pattern 
of economic development and social 
inclusion. A human ecology that is 
healthy in terms of ethical virtues 
contributes to the achievement of 
sustainable nature and a balanced 
environment. Today we need a 
relationship of mutual benefit: true 
values should permeate the economy 
and respect for Creation should 
promote human dignity and well-
being.
These are matters on which 
all religions and individuals of 
goodwill can agree. These are 
matters that today’s young people 
around the world will embrace, as 
a way to shape a better world. Our 
message is one of urgent warning, for 
the dangers of the Anthropocene are 
real and the injustice of globalization 
of indifference is serious. Yet our 
message is also one of hope and joy.
A healthier, safer, more just, more 
prosperous, and sustainable world 
is within reach. The believers among 
us ask the Lord to give us all our daily 
bread, which is food for the body and 
the spirit.

Inequality - child labour - textile factory - India

VATICANJUSTICE, PEACE and THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION
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Prison ministry - Chile
For more than 20 years, Columban Sr Angela 
McKeever has been a regular visitor to Chile's prisons 
and is convinced that most people in jail are addicts.  
She runs the Narcotics Anonymous (NA) ministry in 
prison.

Columbans, both priests and sisters, visit those less 
fortunate on a daily basis. It is hoped that such visits 
alleviate their suffering and bring the hope Christ 
offers.

They can only do this with the help of Columban 
benefactors and their support.

Your kindness and support make it possible for Columbans to meet and minister to many 
people. Your "stringless" gift helps us to respond with flexibility to the most urgent needs of 
people.
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living with the smell of the sheep'

Pope Francis

Donate at: 
www.columban.org.au

Priests should be ‘shepherds living 
with the smell of the sheep’ 

Pope Francis


	PLay: 
	Play: 


