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ne of the signs of the 
indwelling power of the Holy 

Spirit is holy boldness. Boldness is 
the opposite of timidity. It means 
to tell all in truth, to pour out, like 
water being poured out from a glass 
without arrogance and pride. The 
disciples who had experienced the 
empty tomb, encountered the Risen 
Lord and had received the fire of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, had been 
emboldened. 

They received the boldness to 
proclaim Christ with bold and 
compelling preaching and witness 
to him with bold deeds, bold 
relationships and bold initiatives. 
They were a new creation, freed 
from individual selfishness, 
competitiveness, pride and ambition, 
and now centred on Christ.

This year the great feast of Pentecost 
falls on June 8. At Pentecost we 
commemorate the descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon the disciples and 
the birth of the Church which boldly 
spreads throughout the world and 
across the centuries. Many of the 
stories in this issue of The Far East are 
Pentecostal stories. They are stories of 
power, courage and holy boldness.

Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that St 
Columban was almost 50 years of age TFE@columban.org.au

Fr Dan Harding

O when he boldly set out from his native 
Ireland as a pilgrim for Christ to the 
continent of Europe. 

Next year 2015, we commemorate 
the 1400th anniversary of the death 
of St Columban. A pilgrimage is 
being organized for Australians and 
New Zealanders to boldly follow in 
the footsteps of St Columban across 
Europe.

From the Editor
Holy Boldness

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
rather than our own prejudices and 
impetuousness. 

The powerful earthquake in Iquique 
in northern Chile and the devastating 
fires in the hills and ravines of the 
city of Valparaiso, also in Chile, both 
occurred in areas where Columbans 
work. Columban missionaries boldly 
live and work across the globe in 
many situations, often with the 
possibility of natural disasters.

Japanese Diocesan priest, Fr Isamu 
Hirata, boldly risked his life during 
the Second World War visiting and 
comforting foreign prisoners of war in 
a prison camp in Japan. He was able 
to courageously confront the dreaded 
Kempei, the notorious military police. 

The feast of Pentecost is a time for 
all of us to reflect on the Holy Spirit 
indwelling in our lives and shining 
forth in holy boldness. We use this 
opportunity also to encourage our 
readers to boldly support Columban 
missionaries everywhere through our 
Mid-Year Appeal. 

The feast of Pentecost is a time 
for all of us to reflect on the Holy 
Spirit indwelling in our lives and 
shining forth in holy boldness.

Pakistani woman, Bilquis Sheikh, 
boldly followed the call of Christ to 
be baptised a Christian and witness 
to her faith in Christ. Columban Fr 
Shay Cullen boldly founded the 
PREDA Foundation in the Philippines 
to rescue youth such as Reggie, from 
imprisonment and exploitation. 

Despite being born with a hearing 
disability and speech impediment, 
Columban Fr Tom Rouse boldly 
followed his call to be a missionary 
priest. He was able to turn this 
disability around to become a gift 
as he learnt the Fijian language and 
spent many years there. Columban 
Fr Frank Hoare also writes from Fiji 
about the importance of trying to live 
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Your donation to the Mid-Year Appeal 2014 will 
help support Columban missionaries in places 
like the Andes Mountains, Peru (see pages 
12-13).



n a General Audience on June 11, 2008, 
Pope Benedict XVI described St Columban 

as a European saint. Printed below are some of the 
biographical details of St Columban given by Pope 
Benedict XVI on this occasion. 

Columban was born around 543 in the province of 
Leinster, in southeast Ireland. Educated in his own home 
by outstanding teachers, who led him to the study of the 
liberal arts, he was later entrusted to the guidance of Abbot 
Sinell of the community of Cluain-Inis, in Northern Ireland, 
where he was able to further his study of sacred Scriptures.

At the age of about 20 he entered the monastery of Bangor 
on the north-eastern part of the island, where Comgall 
was abbot, a monk well-known for his virtue and ascetic 
rigor. In full agreement with his abbot, Columban zealously 
practiced the severe discipline of the monastery, leading a 
life of prayer, ascesis and study. There he was also ordained 
a priest. Life at Bangor and the abbot's example influenced 
the concept of monasticism that with time matured in 
Columban, which he later spread in the course of his life.

At almost 50 years of age, following the typically Irish 
ascetic ideal of the "peregrinatio pro Christo," namely, of 
making himself a pilgrim for Christ, Columban left the island 
with 12 companions to engage in missionary work on the 
European continent.

We must, in fact, keep present that the migration of people 
of the North and East had made entire Christianized 
regions fall back into paganism. Around the year 590, this 
small band of missionaries landed on the Breton coast. 
Received with benevolence by the king of the Franks of 
Austrasia - present-day France - they asked only for a piece 
of uncultivated land. 

They obtained the ancient Roman fortress of Annegray, 
all demolished and abandoned, and now covered by 
forest. Used to a life of extreme renunciation, the monks 
succeeded in a few months in building the first hermitage 
on the ruins. Thus, their re-evangelization began to be 
carried out above all through the testimony of life.

With the new cultivation of the land they also began a new 
cultivation of souls. The fame of those foreign religious, 
who, living on prayer and in great austerity, built houses 
and cultivated the earth, spread rapidly and attracted 
pilgrims and penitents. Above all, many young men asked 
to be received in the monastic community to live, like them, 

I

St Columban's 1400th anniversary

On November 23, 2015, we will celebrate the 1,400th 
anniversary of the death of St Columban which 
occurred in the year 615 in the town of Bobbio, in 
northern Italy. For all who take St Columban as 
their patron, such as Columban Priests, Sisters, Lay 
Missionaries, Benefactors, Supporters, Friends and 
Lay Co-workers, this will be a significant occasion. 

 We would also like to make this anniversary special 
for all the readers and supporters of The Far East 
magazine. In order to do this, we will be publishing 
in coming months a series of articles on the life of 
St Columban as a way to help us prepare for this 
anniversary. 

As a part of the anniversary celebration, a 
pilgrimage is being organized for August/
September 2015 that will follow the footsteps of St 
Columban across Europe. This pilgrimage will begin 
in Ireland, and then proceed to France, Austria, 
Switzerland and finish in Rome. We invite all those 
able and interested in following the footsteps of St 
Columban across Europe to give serious thought to 
joining this pilgrimage. 

 4  The Far East - June 2014 

St Columban - A European saint

1400

1400



St Columban's 1400th anniversary

that exemplary life that renewed the cultivation of the earth 
and of souls.

Very soon, the foundation of a second monastery was 
rendered necessary. It was built a few kilometres away, on 
the ruins of an ancient thermal city, Luxeuil. The monastery 
then became the centre of monastic and missionary 
radiation of Irish tradition on the European continent. A 
third monastery was erected at Fontaine, a one-hour walk 
further north.

Columban lived at Luxeuil for almost 20 years.

Intransigent as he was on every moral question, Columban 
later entered into conflict with the Royal House, because he 
had severely reprimanded King Theodoric for his adulterous 
relations. A network of intrigues and manoeuvres was born 
at the personal, religious and political level that, in the year 
610, was translated into a decree of expulsion from Luxeuil 
of Columban and all the monks of Irish origin. They were 
condemned to a definitive exile. They were escorted to 
the sea and embarked, at the expense of the court, toward 
Ireland.

However, the ship ran aground a short distance from the 
beach and the captain, seeing in this a sign from heaven, 
gave up the enterprise and, out of fear of being cursed by 
God, took the monks back to dry land. The monks, instead 
of returning to Luxeuil, wanted to start a new work of 
evangelization. They embarked on the Rhine and sailed up 
the river. After a first stop at Tuggen near Lake Zurich, they 
went around the region of Bregenz near Lake Costanza to 
evangelize the Germans.

Shortly after, however, Columban - because of political 
affairs not favourable to his work - decided to cross the Alps 
with the majority of his disciples. Only a monk by the name 
of Gallus stayed behind and from his hermitage developed 
later the famous Abbey of St. Gall, in Switzerland. Arriving 
in Italy, Columban met with a benevolent reception at 
the Lombard royal court, but he soon was faced with 
noteworthy difficulties. 

When, in 612 or 613, the king of the Lombards assigned him 
some land in Bobbio, in the valley of Trebbia, Columban 
founded a new monastery which later became a centre of 
culture comparable to the famous one of Montecassino. 
Here he reached the end of his days, dying on November 
23, 615, and on this date he is commemorated in the Roman 
Rite until today.
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Anniversary and Pilgrimage 2015
Route travelled by St Columban

 







  

  








Pilgrimage 2015
Ireland France

Switzerland
Austria

Retrace the steps and visit 
the sites where St Columban 

travelled from Ireland to Italy.

 In the footsteps of St Columban - 
1400th Anniversary

Further information will be 
published in upcoming  

issues of The Far East Italy
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Reggie's flight to freedom
Columban Fr Shay Cullen writes about 17-year-old Reggie. He had sought to escape from the poverty and 
hunger caused by Typhoon Yolanda which struck the Philippines in November 2013, but instead ended up a  
victim of human trafficking. Fr Shay is the founder of the PREDA foundation.
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eggie is a 17-year-old victim 
of human trafficking. He 

comes from a remote village in the 
northern part of the Filipino island of 
Cebu, one of the areas badly affected 
by the most powerful typhoon in 
history to hit land, Typhoon Yolanda. 
Desperate for a job to get food for 
his hungry family and grandmother, 
he was lured by criminal human 
traffickers to join a large fishing boat 
with six other young victims.

After many days of hard work at sea, 
both day and night, the fishing boat 
arrived in the port of Batangas, which 
is south of Manila, in order to sell the 
big catch. The young victims helped 
off- load the fish. To their shock they 
were not paid but ordered back to the 
boat. Reggie refused and ran away 
from this exploitation. 

After walking for almost two days 
carrying his few pieces of old clothes 
in a yellow plastic bucket that was his 
only possession, Reggie made his way 
to Manila. He begged for food along 
the way. Arriving in Manila, instead of 
getting help and protection from the 
authorities, things became worse for 
him when he was taken off the street 
for being a vagrant and put into a 
youth detention prison.

It was here that the PREDA (People’s 
Recovery, Empowerment and 
Development Assistance Foundation)  
team of social workers which works 
to rescue young people from unjust 
detention and exploitation, found 
Reggie. They found him behind bars,  
malnourished, hungry and forced 
to sleep on the concrete floor in an 
mosquito infested cell that was as 
hot as a boiler room. He had been 
left there in the cell, forgotten about 
without a legal complaint or a charge 
having been made against him. There 
had been no court hearing. That's 

the plight and injustice suffered by 
thousands of children around the 
Philippines. The PREDA Foundation 
campaigns to change this system. 

There was no one to listen to Reggie's 
story or help him. He had been left 
in the jail with other youth, some 
as young as 10 years of age in sub-
human conditions. Every day he 
survived on a handful of rice and a 
spoonful of vegetables.

He felt abandoned, lost and very 
frightened. He was threatened by the 
bigger boys who controlled life in the 
cells and took most of the food for 
themselves. They made the younger 
ones wash their shorts and T-shirts 
and forced them to perform sexual 
acts. 

was able to recover his physical and 
emotional health. He joined the other 
40 lucky youth who likewise had 
been released from horrific prison 
conditions by the PREDA Foundation 
workers. Many had been jailed by 
police without charges or for what 
amounts to minor misdemeanours 
like stealing food, which end up as a 
serious charge of robbery that carry 
long sentences. 

Reggie was now free. He loved to play 
basketball and go swimming with 
the other boys. There were now no 
gates and no guards. He was living 
in a home staffed by his carers and 
social workers. Troubled youths don't 
rebel when they are respected and 
properly cared for. Reggie was free of 
the traffickers but had suffered greatly 
because of them and the uncaring 
authorities.

After several months of recovery and 
rest at the PREDA Home for Boys, 
he was ready to travel home and 
experience his first ever airplane 
flight. This would be a great thrill for 
him. He would travel with members of 
the PREDA team.

Reggie was thrilled when he flew with 
the PREDA team to Cebu. Within a few 
hours of travel through the wrecked 
countryside of torn up coconut trees 
and destroyed homes, Reggie was 
happily and tearfully reunited with his 
family. 

After discussing Reggie's future with 
his family, the PREDA team committed 
themselves to find ways to help 
Reggie support himself and complete 
his high school education which can 
open the way to a better future. They 
also committed themselves to helping 
Reggie's family and the people of the 
area rebuild their homes, that had 
been destroyed by Typhoon Yolanda.

R
PHILIPPINES

After discussing Reggie's future 
with his family, the PREDA team 
committed themselves to find 
ways to help Reggie support 
himself and complete his high 
school education which can open 
the way to a better future. They 
also committed themselves to 
helping Reggie's family and the 
people of the area rebuild their 
homes, that had been destroyed 
by Typhoon Yolanda.

Reggie's day of release was a happy 
day for him. He almost cried when 
brought out from detention as a result 
of a court order obtained by PREDA 
social worker Emmanuel Drewery. 
Being malnourished, weak and 
depressed, he was taken immediately 
to a restaurant for a good meal. "This 
is the first time I have ever eaten in a 
restaurant," he said.

After his rescue, Reggie asked to stay 
at the PREDA Boys home where he 
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FR JOSEPH JOYCE

s we travel the journey of life, we all come to know 
of people we never get to meet in the flesh, but 

who leave a marked impression on us. For me, one such 
person is Bilquis Sheikh. She was born into a noble Muslim 
family on December 12, 1912 in what is now Pakistan. 

One evening, as the sun was setting, she was taking a stroll 
in her garden when she felt a chill breeze. Then a mist 
blew past her and she felt something touch her hand. She 
screamed in fright and ran indoors, where her maidservants 
took care of her. After hearing about her experience, they 
urged her to get a blessing from the local mullah. Not being 
a fervently religious person, she refused. Some days later, 
however, her little grandson Mahmud who was living with 
her became ill, so she relented. 

After the blessing, Mahmud quickly got better and Bilquis 
felt drawn to read the Qur'an. As she read, she noticed that 
other religions were mentioned including Christianity. So 
she decided to have a look at the Bible too. She acquired a 
small copy and opening it at random, scanned the page. 

The passage that immediately caught her eye deeply 
touched her heart. It said: "I will say to a people that was not 
mine, ‘You are my people’, and to a nation I never loved, ‘I love 
you.’" Instead of being told, ‘You are no people of mine’, they 
will now be called the sons of the living God (Rom 9:25-26). 
She felt disturbed by these words and quickly closed the 
Bible. 

However, the following afternoon while relaxing on her 
bed, she felt drawn to read more. Continuing on from 
where she had left off, she read: "But the Law has found its 
fulfilment in Christ so that all who have faith will be justified… 
the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your 
heart… that if you declare with your mouth that Jesus is the 
Lord and if you believe with your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, then you will be saved (Rom 10:4, 8-10)."  These 
words disturbed her even more, as they were alien to her 
faith as a Muslim, but nevertheless she fell asleep. Then she 
had a dream.  

She dreamt that Jesus had come to visit her home for two 
days and they ate together in joy and peace. Then the scene 
suddenly changed and she was on a mountaintop talking 
with a man she knew as John the Baptist. She asked him if 
he would lead her to Jesus. 

Some days later she had another dream. In this one a 
travelling perfume salesman came to her house. As he 

A

At Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit descended upon 
the disciples gathered in 
the Upper Room. Filled 
with the Holy Spirit, the 
disciples then went out 
to preach and proclaim 
the Risen Lord. Just as in 
the time of the apostles, 
the Holy Spirit today 
continues to manifest the 
Risen Lord to people, so 
that they may share with 
Him in his communion 
with our heavenly Father. 

Columban Fr Joseph Joyce 
writing from Pakistan, 
shares with us the story of 
Bilquis Sheikh, a Pakistani 
Muslim woman who 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit met the Risen 
Lord and was thus led 
into communion with our 
Heavenly Father. 

I dared to call Him Father 
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REFLECTION

Columban Fr Joseph Joyce first went to Pakistan in 1982.

PAKISTAN

departed he left a golden jar filled with perfume on her 
bedside table, saying, “This will spread throughout the world.” 
Then she awoke and looked at her bedside table but all 
that was there was the Bible. Later on a Christian friend 
referred her to a passage in the Bible that said, "Thanks be to 
God who wherever he goes, makes us in Christ, partners of his 
triumph and through us is spreading the knowledge of himself 
like a sweet smell, everywhere (2 Cor: 2:14)." 

I am standing at the door, knocking. If one of you hears me 
calling and opens the door, I will come in to share his meal, side 
by side with him (Rev 3:20)", and this text reminded her of the 
dream she had had of His visit to her. She saw in it a positive 
sign to go ahead and seek baptism. She was baptized on 
January 25, 1967.

Once her extended family and her Muslim friends got to 
know that Bilquis had become Christian, there was a period, 
first of all of silence and isolation, then anger, and gradually 
acceptance. In the local community, however, threats began 
to be made and so in 1973 she migrated to the United 
States. She returned to Pakistan in 1987 and died peacefully 
surrounded by her family on April 9, 1997.

PENTECOST REFLECTION

The book can be purchased from www.amazon.com

She dreamt that Jesus had come to visit her home 
for two days and they ate together in joy and peace. 
Then the scene suddenly changed and she was on a 
mountaintop talking with a man she knew as John 
the Baptist. She asked him if he would lead her to 
Jesus. 

Her next experience came when her little grandson got 
an earache and she took him to a Christian hospital in the 
nearby city of Rawalpindi where his mother Tooni worked 
as a doctor. They had to stay the night. During that time, the 
doctor in charge of the hospital, a Catholic nun, dropped by 
to check that all was well. 

While they chatted the nun noticed that Bilquis had a Bible 
with her and asked why she, a Muslim, should be reading 
the Holy Book of the Christians. Bilquis told her of her 
search for God. The nun said in reply: "Why don’t you pray to 
the God you are searching for? Ask Him to show you His way. 
Talk to Him as if He were your friend… Talk to Him as if He were 
your father." Bilquis had a very loving relationship with her 
father and so for her this was a wonderful suggestion. Her 
father always took time to listen to her. She sensed that her 
heavenly Father would too. 

At the beginning she struggled with the new concept of 
God she had discovered, but soon she found herself filled 
with confidence and love. From then on she lived and 
moved in the presence of God her Father. Whenever she 
had a decision to take or a choice to make, she let the sense 
of God’s glory be her guide. If she felt God was there, she 
could go ahead, but if His glory faded, she knew she was 
not on the right path. 

As time went by, Bilquis felt an ardent desire to become a 
Christian. She had read in the Bible that Jesus said: "Look, 

JRussell
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Listen to: Reflection - I dared to call Him Father
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t was to the credit of 
the Columbans that I 

was accepted as a candidate for 
priesthood. That was back in 1969 
when I was completing Form Seven 
in high school at St John’s College, 
Hastings, New Zealand.

I was accepted despite the fact that I 
was not only deaf but I also suffered 
a serious speech impediment which 
was a consequence of my hearing 
disability. My deafness was more 
peculiar rather than pronounced. I 
cannot hear high-pitched sounds. 
As a result, I cannot hear many of 
the consonants in my own “native” 
English language.

Nevertheless I was admitted into the 
seminary at St Columban’s College, 
North Turramurra, Sydney, Australia. 
But, by the end of my first year, it was 
evident that my speech impediment 
would be a serious handicap if I 
wished to progress towards ordained 
ministry since one of the principal 
tasks of an ordained priest is to 
preach. How could I effectively preach 
if people could not understand what I 
was saying?

So I was advised to seek the help of 
a speech therapist at Royal North 
Shore Hospital in Sydney. There I was 
fortunate to receive the help of a 
young female therapist who gave me 
a set of charts which indicated where 
I should place my tongue, lips and 
teeth in the pronunciation of each of 
the consonants.

So I devoted a year to this program 
of intense therapy. It meant spending 
roughly an hour each morning and 
an hour in the afternoon standing in 
front of the mirror in my room and 
practicing the different consonants. I 
gradually got the impression that this 
simple habit of constant practice in 
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I
The gift of deafness

FR THOMAS ROUSE
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FIJI

the pronunciation of the consonants, 
resulted in a significant improvement 
in my speech. It also helped to boost 
my confidence in public speaking.

However, a couple of years later, I 
became aware that members of the 
teaching staff at St Columban’s were 
also concerned about my ability to 
learn another language which is an 
essential prerequisite for anyone 
seeking to take up work as a foreign 
missionary. 

So I was advised that I would probably 
be better off becoming a diocesan 
priest and working in my own country 
or an English-speaking environment 
because I would find it difficult 
to learn another language. After 
some discernment, I informed the 
rector that I wished to continue on 
in seminary formation to become a 
Columban missionary priest. 

Again, it was to the remarkable credit 
of the Columbans and the staff of 
St Columban’s seminary that I was 
allowed to continue on.

In my ordination year, Columban Fr 
Dave Arms, a linguist and missionary 
priest working in Fiji, came to see me 
at St Columban’s seminary to assess 
what language or languages I would 
be more likely able to learn given my 
hearing disability. 

In his judgment, I could more easily 
learn Fijian because many of the 
sounds in that language are low-

pitched and well within my hearing 
range.

So, after ordination and the 
completion of my seminary formation 
program, I went to Fiji in January 1977 
and commenced language studies 
the following month. What I learnt, 
apart from a new language, was that 
deafness would prove to be a great 
gift in learning another language. 

I came to realize that one of the 
greatest difficulties for any adult in 
learning a new language is to be like 
a little child again as you struggle 
to express new sounds and to put 
sentences together so as to make 
yourself understood. This would 
also include, what is for many, the 
humiliating experience of people 
laughing at you because what you 
said sounded funny and awkward.

For me, this was an experience I 
had grown to live and cope with 
throughout most of my early life 
because of my speech impediment. 
When people laughed at what I said, 
they would be informed that I was 
deaf. This would mean that they 
would get embarrassed and say, “I am 
sorry. I did not know.” 

And I had learnt to turn such 
potentially embarrassing situations 
into very humorous ones by means 
of a funny comment and by assuring 
these people that no offence was 
taken and that there is something 

funny, awkward or unusual about 
each one of us. As St Paul once said, 
“It is when I am weak, it is then that I am 
strong.”

As I was learning Fijian, I remember 
the delightful experience of watching 
people laugh as I struggled to put 
words and sentences together. 
According to indigenous Fijians, 
shame is a terrible burden to inflict 
upon anyone. They therefore have 
the traditional practice of placing 
their hands over their mouths when 
they are laughing, particularly when 
they are laughing at what someone is 
saying or doing. 

But I would have no difficulty in 
simply saying, “Oh no, what have I 
just said? What should I say?” My hosts 
would giggle and gently correct 
me. And, unlike many of my fellow 
foreign missionaries, I found the 
whole experience a source of great 
enjoyment.

So I became a reasonably fluent 
speaker in the major indigenous Fijian 
language.

I believe that God intended me to 
be deaf because God was calling 
me to be a missionary. And it was 
to the great credit of my Columban 
vocations director and the members 
of the staff at St Columban’s seminary 
that I was allowed to pursue what I 
believe was my God-given vocation. 
And the rest has been a wonderful 
and oftentimes fun-filled experience.

I believe that God intended me to be deaf because God was calling me to be a missionary. 

Columban Fr Thomas (Tom) Rouse 
served in Fiji from 1977-2014. 

This month he begins his new 
appointment at St Columban's, 

Lower Hutt, New Zealand.  
We wish him well.
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Mid-Year Appeal 2014
In this issue of The Far East we are publishing the material for our  
Mid-Year Appeal. This appeal is inspired by the words of Pope Francis, 
"Priests should be ‘shepherds living with the smell of the sheep’"

Priests should be ‘shepherds living 
with the smell of the sheep’ 

Pope Francis
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ear Far East Subscriber,

’Priests should be shepherds living with the smell of the sheep’, Pope Francis

Columban Fr Leo Donnelly SSC from Ballarat worked and lived with the people in Peru for over 50 years. He died peacefully 
on the 4th February, 2014.

In the homily at Fr Leo’s funeral, Columban Fr John Hegerty, said, “Leo wore ‘the smell of the sheep’, be it the sacristan or the 
mayor, the catechist or those who attended him in the parish house or the hospital.”

With your support Columbans will be able to fulfill the message of Pope Francis to be shepherds living with the smell of 
the sheep. 

There are many Columbans like Fr Leo who work tirelessly with the poor and suffering. In Taiwan, Fr Peter  
O'Neill SSC works with victims of labour trafficking, who are given shelter and assisted with legal advice. In the  
Philippines, Fr Dan O'Malley SSC, provides daily assistance to the poor through many outreach programs in  
the Malate parish, Manila. 

We ask you to remember all Columbans in your prayers. In particular, Fr Leo, who in the last few days of his life was moved 
from the comfort of the Columban House, to a crowded clinic, where he died in a public ward with 30 other patients. He lived 
to the last drop his priestly missionary ministry with and as one of his adopted people. 

We seek to raise much needed funds through our Mid-Year Appeal. 

To make a donation to the Mid-Year Appeal, please return the coupon below. Your donation will be put to work by 
Columbans reaching out to those in need. 

We thank you once again for your concern and care and reaching out to those in need. 

D

Fr Gary Walker
Regional Director
Australia/New Zealand Region

With every blessing,

 

PO Box 752 Niddrie Victoria Australia 3042
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2014 Mid-Year AppealThank you for supporting the

Please find enclosed my/our donation:
 $30     $60     $120     $240    Other $______

I wish to donate on a regular basis 
(Please charge my credit card account with this amount)
 Quarterly       Monthly     

The Far East Subscription ($15 per year) 

2015 Columban Calendar ($10.50 incl. postage)

 Money Order     Cheque     Visa     Mastercard

 $

 $
 $

 $

DONATE ONLINE - www.columban.org.au/donations

 $Total Amount Enclosed 

        

NAME

ADDRESS
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t is an unnerving experience to arrive by train in a 
new city in India. Coolies hustle and bustle to and 

fro with cases, boxes and bags on their heads. Sellers of 
tea, fruit and sweets shout their wares as travellers pass. A 
teeming mass of people ebbs and flows all around. 

The ever alert taxi drivers zoom in. You are bombarded 
with questions and offers, “Where do you want to go?” 
“My taxi is just here,” “Let me take your bag.” I developed a 
system during my study year in India of patiently but firmly 
demanding my own space from them. 

I would then approach two or three drivers separately and 
ask their fare to my destination. When I found a couple 
agreeing on a price I would select one and jump in. Once 
established in the city I avoided hassle over fares by 
travelling by bus. 

The Lesson

One evening, while in Bangalore, I needed to get quickly 
to a meeting across the city. I had no idea what bus to take. 
Just then I spotted an auto rickshaw approaching and, 
knowing that they had meters, I hailed it. An auto rickshaw 

I

The lesson and learning FR FRANCIS HOARE

has a sheet-metal body resting on three wheels, a canvas 
roof with drop-down sides, a small cabin in the front of 
the vehicle for the driver and seating space for up to three 
passengers in the back. I got in behind the driver and 
announced my destination. 

I noticed that he hadn’t turned on the meter so I politely 
requested him to do so. He waved his hand as if this was 
of no concern. I again asked him more insistently to switch 
on the meter. He half turned and with another wave of his 
hand said, “It’s O.K. Don’t worry about the meter!” 

I was really annoyed now that he refused twice to switch 
on the rickshaw meter. I figured that he was trying to make 
a killing. “Well, he will have one angry Irishman to deal with,” 
I thought. “I’ll give him half of what he asks for.” When we 
arrived at my destination I got off and strode forward to 
face him. 

“Well!” I said, aggression written all over my face and 
posture, “How much?”   

“Nothing at all,” he replied smiling, “I was coming this way 
anyway.”

Rickshaws zoom around the streets of India.
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AUSTRALIA
St Columbans Mission Society
PO Box 752, Niddrie  Vic  3042
Tel: (03) 9375 9475
email: info@columban.org.au

NEW ZEALAND
St Columbans Mission Society
PO Box 30-017
Lower Hutt 5040
Tel: (04) 567 7216
email: columban@iconz.co.nz

FORM OF WILL
I give devise and bequeath to the Superior for the 
time being of St Columban’s Mission Society
(see local address) the sum of $.......................... 
for the use of the said Society.

We cannot take our earthly possessions with us, but we can so dispose of them that our good works 
will continue after we are gone.

A bequest to help missionaries being God’s saving message to non-Christians is a practical way of 
showing our love for Christ.
Why not speak to your lawyer about it?

FIJIINDIA

I couldn’t believe it! I was seriously deflated. Having worked 
myself up for a big fight because of my suspicions that he 
would try to cheat me I now felt deeply ashamed of myself. 
It was as though an area of darkness within was suddenly 
revealed. 

I didn’t like what I saw. I had thought that I was open to 
people of other cultures and that I was a fair person. Now, 
I saw that I had seriously misjudged a person’s motives 
simply because he did not do what I expected. I felt 
depressed. 

I prayed about the experience. It slowly dawned on me that 
this revelation was a grace for me and allowed me to admit 
to a previously unconscious attitude. God was calling me to 
repentance.

The Learning

About a year later, now back in Fiji, I spent Christmas in a 
Fijian village. A house was provided for visiting priests and 
an outside shower surrounded by a concrete wall. I enjoyed 
having my shower before breakfast every morning. 

One morning, when I was running late and heading for the 
shower, I heard splashing coming from inside. “That is surely 
some woman washing clothes,” I thought, “and she hasn’t 
even bothered to ask my permission!” But then the memory 
of the rickshaw incident in Bangalore came to my mind. So 
I said to myself, “Take it easy. Have patience. Let’s see what is 
happening.” 

A few minutes later a man emerged from the shower 
holding up a scrubbing brush in his hand. “Father, I’ve just 
cleaned your shower for you,” he announced, with a smile. 

Was I ever thankful that I had held my peace!

Crossing over to another culture leaves us vulnerable. 
New situations have to be negotiated. Our own routine 
patterns are disturbed. Expectations go awry. Implicit 
meanings and understandings are no longer shared. Efforts 
at communication fail. And so, deeply hidden fears and 
reactions emerge which don’t sit easily with our self-image. 
We come face to face with our shadow side.

But the good news is that we can sometimes learn from 
these difficult experiences.

Columban Fr Francis Hoare first went to Fiji in 1973.
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Typical Fijian house.



Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the repose of 
the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society of St Columban who 
died recently: also for the spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our readers, their 
families and friends.
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ardinal John Onaiyekan of Abuja has called for 
“concrete action” to save the hundreds of girls 

kidnapped by Boko Haram, saying his country is “ashamed” 
by the failure to find them.

“Up until now we are hearing practically nothing concrete on 
the issue,” Cardinal Onaiyekan told Vatican Radio May 6. “I 
think almost every Nigerian is taken aback. We cannot explain 
what is happening.”

“It’s still more baffling that our president seems to be impotent. 
We have to see concrete action.”

Nearly 300 girls, most of them aged between 16 and 18, 
were kidnapped on April 14 from their boarding school in 
Borno, Nigeria's northeastern-most state, by members of the 
radical Islamist group Boko Haram.

Boko Haram, which means, “Western education is sinful,” 
launched an uprising in 2009 and hopes to impose sharia 
law on Nigeria. It has targeted security forces, politicians, 
Christian minorities, and moderate Muslims in Nigeria’s 
predominantly Muslim north. There are 276 girls still in 
captivity, while 53 escaped, the Associated Press reports.

The schools in the area had been closed due to the threat of 
Boko Haram, Cardinal Onaiyekan said there was supposed to 
be security at the school, which had temporarily reopened 
so that the girls could take final exams.

“The soldiers who were there could not face the group of 
terrorists that invaded both the town and the school,” the 
Cardinal reported. 

Boko Haram leader Abubakar Shekau has claimed 
responsibility for the abductions and has threatened to sell 
the girls into slavery, threatening more attacks on schools.

C

That Europe may rediscover its Christian roots through the witness of believers
Mission Intention for June

A May 5 attack on another town in Borno, in which some 300 
persons died, was attributed to Boko Haram. The previous 
day, another 11 girls were kidnapped in an attack on two 
villages.

Cardinal Onaiyekan noted the “unprecedented” 
demonstrations by Nigerians seeking the return of the girls.

The Council on American-Islamic Relations stated May 5 
that “It is almost impossible to express the level of disgust felt 
by American Muslims at the un-Islamic and obscene actions of 
the terrorist group Boko Haram for the kidnapping and threat to 
'sell' hundreds of Nigerian schoolgirls. 

We urge authorities in Nigeria and throughout the region to do 
everything they can to return the girls safely to their families 
and to eliminate the threat to peace and security posed by Boko 
Haram.”

Nigerian Cardinal pleads for action to 
find kidnapped schoolgirls

Protesters plea for the release of the schoolgirls.

Editors Note: As we go to press the school girls have not yet 
been released, please keep them in your prayers.
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From the Director
Breaking feasts out of their holy jackets

Fr Gary Walker
director@columban.org.au

H ow do I make sense of important feasts like 
Pentecost, the Trinity and the Body and Blood of 

Christ? My question is always the same. How do I break 
these feasts out of their 'holy jackets' and make hearts burn?  
It is a challenge but Pope Francis has told us to work hard 
and use contemporary language to explain our relationships 
with God through these feasts.

At Pentecost we celebrate the initiative of the Holy Spirit 
to empower the Church. The Holy Spirit, symbolised by fire 
brings us a profound understanding that Jesus was God 
and is present in us. History shows the Holy Spirit has always 
taken the initiative to break us out of sterile ways of thinking 
that inhibit the Good News. The best example is the work 
of St Paul called by God to become the apostle to the non-
Jewish world.

The Catholic Church has become a world Church; it is no 
longer belongs to Europe, we have a new way of thinking 
about ourselves as Catholics. For many people, Archbishop 
Oscar Romero of Central America is already a saint by 
popular acclaim, not only in El Salvador, but around the 
world. Blessed Mother Teresa of India (she is Albanian) 
already belongs to us as a saint. These are men and women 
who responded to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; no one 
in the whole world is 'safe' from the Holy Spirit!

It is a challenge but Pope Francis has told us to work 
hard and use contemporary language to explain our 
relationships with God through these feasts.

is a solidarity between what they have suffered and the 
sufferings of Jesus. He understands suffering, humiliation, 
betrayal by a trusted friend.  

How does a person who has been tortured and betrayed 
respond to the care and touch of another person? This is 
a question that had never occurred to me until recently 
when I was speaking to a professional masseuse who 
works voluntarily with victims of torture. This is his way 
of responding to their suffering and it is an extension of 
Jesus’ own words, This is my body, given for you. We can 
extend His words to include all acts of physical care and love 
between people and for people. These are holy, physical 
acts but we do not think of them that way. Maybe it's time 
we did. 

The Feast of the Trinity is celebrated a week after Pentecost 
Sunday and is about the profound relationships in one God 
and our relationships with one another. St John Paul II at an 
audience at the Vatican on November 14, 1979 said that we 
become the image of God in our active collaboration in the 
family, in the workplace and in society. I may be wrong but 
we have never given enough attention to the importance of 
simple actions in the Church and consciously valued them.

I am constantly reminded of the love and care that families 
have for one another; it is not always easy going, sometimes 
it is heroic service. Our faith explains that when and where 
we see loving actions, we know God is present. We are all 
made in the image of God.

The Feast of Corpus Christi solemnly celebrates the tradition 
and belief in the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ and calls us 
to focus our attention on the Eucharist. 

This feast is often relevant for people who have been 
tortured, spent years in prison and suffered injustices. There 

JRussell
Typewritten Text
Listen to: From the Director - Breaking feasts out of their holy jackets

JRussell
Typewritten Text

JRussell
Typewritten Text



Valparaiso

he atmosphere in Valparaiso 
is hard to believe. The 

devastation caused by the rapid 
spread of the flames, leaves one 
stunned. The authorities report 
that eight hills and ravines have 
been affected, with 956 hectares 
consumed by fire, 15 people, mostly 
the elderly, dead, more than 2900 
homes destroyed and 12,500 people 
homeless. 

Valparaiso breathes sadness and 
inequality. 

With the hills and ravines still 
smouldering, the media are beginning 

T
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to discover the "other" Valparaiso. A 
well-known journalist from one of 
Chile's principle TV channels asked a 
woman whose small home had been 
destroyed by the fire what was she 
doing in the first place living in one 
of the most dangerous and fire prone 
ravines of the city. 

The woman replied, "It's because the 
poor don't have a choice where they 
might live, Miss!"

Don Augusto, like many of the 
residents of Ramaditas Hill, went 
across to La Cruz Hill to help a nephew 
who had lost everything in the fire 

the day before. Within hours, his wife 
called him to say that the fire was now 
approaching their home. 

Even though twice in recent years 
fires had come close to their home, 
this time it was different. "I went to 
help a nephew on La Cruz Hill without 
knowing that the same thing would 
happen to me. The fire took everything. 
All I was left with was what I was 
wearing," said this man in his 50s as he 
gazed with desolation at the debris of 
what was once his home. 

"When my wife called me to say the 
fire was advancing, I ran back through 

Fires in Valparaiso threaten the city.

On the afternoon of April 12, 
2014, a devastating fire began 
and soon spread rapidly across 
many of the highly populated 
hills and ravines above the 
Chilean port and university city 
of Valparaiso. "The Great Fire of 
Valparaiso" as it is now known 
lasted several days.
This UNESCO World Heritage 
listed city is known as, "The 
Pearl of the Pacific."  It is one of 
South America's most distinctive 
cities for its rich history, historic 
architecture, cobblestone 
passageways and twisting 
urban development around the 
steep cliffs and ravines of its 45 
hills high above the city. 
The Columbans have worked 
in the hills and ravines of 
Valparaiso since 1992. Many 
of the people who lost their 
homes in the fire on La Cruz Hill 
are known to the Columbans. 
This is a part of the parish 
of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, the parish where the 
Columbans first began working 
in Valparaiso. 
Jorge Paredes is a journalist 
who works for the Columbans in 
Chile. In the days after the fire he 
wrote the following article. 

flames poverty
inequality

amidst
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the ravine towards my home. All of a 
sudden I met my wife and son running 
away from the flames. I managed to 
get to my home and tried to fight the 
advance of the fire to neighbouring 
homes.

All of a sudden, there was only one way 
out through the ravine to escape the 
flames. I had to leave everything behind, 
our history, our memories, our dreams 
and all our hard work," he says with his 
voice ready to break. 

The area where Don Augusto and 
his family had lived near the top of 
Ramaditatas Hill is an area where the 
shacks of the poor mix with the local 
forest and is on the periphery, high 
above the city. 

The rapid urban growth of Valparaiso 
has meant that the city pushes 
the poor like Don Augusto and his 
family further and further out to the 
periphery of the city, up the hills and 
into the ravines high above the city to 
erect their small precarious shacks. 

Many of the poor illegally occupy 
land in these areas in what is a fire 
danger zone. However, this is the only 
option for the poor if they want to live 
in Valparaiso, which can offer them 
better job prospects if they are lucky. 
To live in these areas is a permanent 
risk and the poor know it. 

The recent official figures on 
Valparaiso are chilling. They show 
the precariousness of its inhabitants. 
22% of the population live below the 
poverty line. The poorest 10% of the 
city's inhabitants earn about $300 
Australian or New Zealand dollars a 
month, while the 10% richest earn on 
average about $8,000 a month. 

Every so often, Don Augusto looks out 
over the edge of the hill to the ravine 
where he had previously lived with his 
wife, his 15-year-old son with Down's 
Syndrome and the 16 members of his 
extended family, brothers and sisters 
and their families. He has decided 
not to rebuild in this area again, 

CHILE

The poorest 10% of the city's inhabitants earn about $300 Australian or New Zealand dollars a month, while 
the 10% richest earn on average about $8,000 a month.
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Jorge Paredes is a journalist who works for 
the Columbans in Chile. 

particularly for fear for the safety of 
his son. 

However, his extended family will go 
back and rebuild in the same place. 
They feel they have no option as the 
poor cannot afford to choose where 
to live. Meanwhile Don Augusto 
and family are living with his son's 
godmother. He knows he cannot go 
back into the ravine, but where to, he 
does not know. 

Meanwhile he is voluntarily cleaning 
up the rubble from the fire, saying 
that is the least he can do to give 
thanks for the help he and his family 
have received since the fire. 
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t the regular Tuesday night Mass, on April 1st at 
8:46pm, while we were singing the final hymn 

in the church of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, a very strong 
earthquake measuring 8.2 on the Richter scale, struck. 

All the lights in the church immediately went out. Amidst 
the crashing of glass, intense noise and the shaking of the 
ground and building, we managed to make our way to the 
door of the church, thanks to the glow of the candles that 
were still lit on the altar and had not yet fallen.

When the intense shaking and thundering noise of the 
earthquake ceased, my first thought was to thank God for 
being alive and that no-one from the congregation had 
been killed or injured. My thoughts then turned to the 
possibility of a tsunami for the city of Iquique, which is 
located along the coast, way down the mountain from us. 

After walking home with a terrified family who had been 
with me at Mass, I then made it back to my own home 
several blocks away, where I met my companion, Fr Albinus 
Lee, a Korean Priest Associate. Luckily little damage had 
been done to our presbytery. 

Fr Albinus and I then went to see our neighbours. After 
an earthquake, everyone goes out onto the street, for 
fear of aftershocks and falling debris. We found all of our 
neighbours out on the street listening to car radios for 

A
On the night of April 1, 2014, at 8:46pm, Columban 
Fr Michael Howe was singing the final hymn with 
the congregation at the usual Tuesday night Mass 
in the church of Our Lady of Mt Carmel. Fr Michael 
Howe is the parish priest of the Columban parish 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in Alto Hospicio, a 
dormitory urban area for the busy port city of 
Iquique. It is located on the mountain range, 650 
metres high above Iquique, in northern Chile. The 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church belongs to this 
parish.
All of a sudden, a strong earthquake struck off 
the coast, just north of the city of Iquique. This 
earthquake had a magnitude of 8.2 on the 
Richter scale and was also felt in the neighbouring 
countries of Peru and Bolivia. Nineteen minutes 
later, at 9:05pm, a 2.11 metre tsunami hit the coast 
at Iquique. 
The earthquake and tsunami left seven people 
dead, 200 hospitalized and 2500 homes and 
businesses destroyed. A large number of powerful 
aftershocks continued after the initial earthquake 
including one measuring 7.7 on the Richter scale 
two days later on April 3. Soon after the earthquake 
and tsunami, Columban Fr Michael Howe sent us 
the following report.

Powerful earthquake in northern 
Chile FR MICHAEL HOWE
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news of the earthquake. They were all worried about family 
members who would have been coming home from work  
in Iquique, 15kms away down the mountain.

Fr Albinus and myself then went to the church of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, our parish church. We found much of the 
ceiling had been damaged. We then decided that there was 
nothing much more we could do that night, so went back 
home and to our neighbours who would spend the night 
camping out on the street. 

The next morning we heard that seven people had died, 
mainly due to heart attacks and falling debris. Many fishing 
boats had been damaged by the tsunami. A city council 
truck was going around distributing drinking water to 
residents. Later that day electricity returned. As some new 
apartments had been damaged in Iquique, several families 
with mattresses were allowed to move into a large meeting 
room of one of our parish chapels, St Teresa of the Andes. 

Later that morning the new bishop of the Diocese of 
Iquique, Bishop Vera, telephoned us to find out how we and 
our parishioners were after the earthquake. He told us that 
he had to evacuate his home due to the imminent danger 
of a tsunami, but had been allowed to return around 
4:00am after the alert had been lifted. Bishop Vera had 
been one of the tens of thousands of people from coastal 
areas of Iquique that had to evacuate to higher ground 
during the night after the earthquake. 

It was a big relief when we discovered that no one died on 
the road up the mountain from Iquique to Alto Hospicio 
as many could have died due to land and rock slides onto 
the road during the earthquake. One of the rather funny 
things that happened as a result of the earthquake was that 
more than 300 women prisoners escaped from the Iquique 
Women's Prison during the earthquake. Most were soon 
caught or handed themselves in. So their holiday was short. 

Unfortunately all the damage to parish property will hold 
us up considerably in our parish pastoral plan. Often things 
that we have all worked out and are well ordered, just don't 
happen. Our new bishop's motto is, "Our help is in the name 
of the Lord." The earthquake, tsunami and our disrupted 
parish plans remind us that it is to the Lord that we must 
always turn for help and in whose name comes our help 
and not from our efforts alone. 

CHILEThe earthquake, tsunami and our disrupted parish 
plans remind us that it is to the Lord that we must 
always turn for help and in whose name comes our 
help and not from our efforts alone. 

Columban Fr Michael Howe assesses the damage to Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel church.

A boat lifted from its moaring after the tsunami.

Ph
ot

o:
 F

r M
ic

ha
el

 H
ow

e

Columban Fr Michael Howe has been a missionary in Chile since 
1978. He has been parish priest of Sacred Heart of Jesus parish, Alto 
Hospicio, since 2007.
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n early post-war days in Japan when newly arrived 
Columban missionaries in the parish at Kumamoto 

were still struggling to find their feet, they were generously 
assisted in their efforts by an able and supportive Japanese 
diocesan priest, Fr Isamu Hirata. Ordained a few years 
before the war for Fukuoka Diocese, ‘Sam’ as Columbans 
affectionately christened him, found himself in a rather 
bizarre way involved in the conflict.

One of his voluntary weekly tasks was bearing very 
limited amounts of strictly rationed food and items of 
clothing to foreign nationals stranded in Japan since Pearl 
Harbour. Without hope of repatriation, they were confined 
for the duration of the war in a camp some miles away 
from Fukuoka City. Since many members of the camp’s 
population were Christian, Fr Sam was able to provide 
spiritual nourishment and comfort for souls as well as for 
bodies. 

Over the previous decade and now more than ever, the 
military authorities had viewed with suspicion any contact 
with foreigners of any nationality. In spite of being aware of 
this reality, and knowing that sooner or later the blow must 
fall, Sam untiringly maintained his weekly routine. He was 
not surprised therefore when one morning, answering his 
door bell, he found himself under arrest and marched to the 

Spiritual warfare
FR EAMONN HORGAN

JAPAN

I

Columban Fr Eamonn Horgan has celebrated 60 years of ordination; 
almost all of those years have been spent in Japan.

nearby headquarters of the dreaded Kempei, the notorious 
military police.

Almost immediately the interrogation by a viciously loutish 
officer began. Six or more hours later when no satisfactory 
answers were forthcoming, the questioner suddenly lost 
patience. Whipping out his pistol from its holster and 
aiming straight between Sam’s eyes he barked Korosu zo! 
(I’m going to kill you). "Ok", said Sam, "go ahead and shoot. 
But take it from me, if you kill me, my ghost will haunt you and 
your children and every single one of your descendents and kin 
till the end of the world."

Minutes later Sam found himself unceremoniously bundled 
through the door and out on to the street with a strict if 
somewhat superfluous warning to "come back, no more, no 
more; never to come back no more" - a prohibition he was 
more than happy to abide by.

And they tell you ghosts have no power? Sam used to smile 
as, without the faintest trace of rancour, he related this 
and other wartime episodes and experiences to enthralled 
listeners. A shame nobody ever committed them to paper.

A scene from war time Japan.



PREDA gives hope
Columban Fr Shay Cullen founded the PREDA 
(People’s Recovery, Empowerment and Development 
Assistance Foundation) in 1974. It brings freedom 
and new life to children who are in jails, brothels 
and on the streets. PREDA also aids battered women 
and indigenous people. It seeks to protect the 
environment and alleviate poverty by micro-credit 
and fair trade projects. The empowerment of people 
is essential to their work.

PREDA can continue is life-changing work thanks to 
the assistance of Columban benefactors.

Reggie (right, with Fr Shay) and the many other 
victims at PREDA thank you for your support.

Your kindness and support make it possible for Columbans to meet and minister to many 
people. Your "stringless" gift helps us to respond with flexibility to the most urgent needs of 
people.
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Please accept my             VISA            MASTERCARD 

SIGNATUREEXPIRY DATE

/
NAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT)

Dear Father, Please accept this as a donation.

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY

Online Donations: www.columban.org.au

SUPPORT COLUMBAN 
MISSION

Send to: Fr Gary Walker  St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 752, Niddrie  Vic. 3042
Fr Michael Gormly  St Columbans Mission Society, PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040, New Zealand

St Columbans Mission Society A.B.N. 17 686 524 625

NAME

ADDRESS

                                                                   POSTCODE

            EMAIL

Gift to Columban Mission $

MONTHLY 
 I WISH TO HELP ON A REGULAR BASIS:

 QUARTERLY 
$

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

Please accept my:    Credit Card (Fill in details below)     Money Order     Cheque 
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ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY
Australia Brazil Britain Chile China Fiji Ireland

Japan Korea Myanmar New Zealand Pakistan Peru

Philippines Taiwan United States

www.columban.org.au

Please accept my           VISA             MASTERCARD 

Online Subscriptions: www.columban.org.au
St Columbans Mission Society A.B.N. 17 686 524 625

 $ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
MONTHLY 

 I WISH TO HELP ON A REGULAR BASIS:
 QUARTERLY 

 $

NAME

ADDRESS

                                                                                               POSTCODE

             EMAIL

ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY
PO Box 752 Niddrie Victoria Australia 3042
TFE@columban.org.au

THE FAR EAST SUBSCRIPTION

 $Donation to Columban Mission

"The Far East" Subscription (AUD$15 per year)  $

SIGNATUREEXPIRY DATENAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT)
/ TF
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Ju
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Please accept my:     Credit Card (Fill in details below)     Money Order     Cheque 

Mid-Year Appeal 2014

Priests should be 'shepherds living 
with the smell of the sheep'

Pope Francis

or fill out coupon on pages 
12-13

Donate at: 
www.columban.org.au

Priests should be ‘shepherds living with  
the smell of the sheep’ 

Pope Francis
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