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The common thread of the feature 
articles is respect for our common 
humanity. At the Abraham 
Conference, Jews, Christians and 
Muslims reflected together on how 
peace benefits all (p. 6). At Youth 
PoWR (Parliament of the World’s 
Religions), over two hundred young 
people from different religions 
deliberated on “Harmony for 
Humanity: Unity in Diversity” (p. 7). 
Respect for our common humanity 
is best served by upholding our 
common citizenship (p. 8). It is 
exemplified by the Nigerian Imam 
who risked his life to save the lives of 
Christians (p. 9). 

May people of all faiths grow in 
human solidarity as sisters and 
brothers together.

Welcome to the new look Bridges. 
Thanks to the readers who provided 
feedback (p. 10) and to the designer 
for the new layout. The basics are 
the same, but we added more pages 
to provide more news with more 
images to make it more attractive. 
We hope you like it!

We offer condolences on the death 
of Cardinal Tauran, who served as 
President of the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue for the past 
11 years (p. 4). We salute Archbishop 
Joseph Coutts of Karachi, who was 
made Cardinal in recognition of his 
work for interreligious dialogue and 
harmony in Pakistan (p. 5). 

We offer condolences on the death 
of Sheikh Abdel Aziem Al-Afifi, who 
served the Muslim community for 
twenty years and was elected Mufti 
of Australia in March this year (p.4). 
We salute King Abdullah II of Jordan, 
who won the 2018 Templeton Prize 
for his work in promoting harmony 
within Islam and between Islam and 
other religions (p. 5).

Patrick McInerney 
Editor - Bridges 
Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim 
Relations

From the Editor Patrick McInerney
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Fr Patrick McInerney visited Fiji from the 17-21 July to attend a Columban meeting.  He also gave four talks 
on interreligious dialogue in two days.  On the first morning he spoke to around 200 senior students in Marist 
Brothers Boys school and the next morning to a similar number of girls in St Joseph’s Secondary School.  The 
first evening he spoke to around 80 people, including Archbishop Peter Loy Chong, in the crypt of the Sacred 
Heart Cathedral.  The next evening he presented to around 80 seminarians and staff at the Pacific Regional 
Seminary.  The audiences were very receptive, as interreligious dialogue is very relevant to the multicultural, 
multi-religious society of Fiji.  

Centre News

L to R:  Fr Donal McIlraith MSSC, Sr Elizabeth, Fr Patrick McInerney MSSC, Archbishop Peter Loy Chong, Fr Roger McCarrick SM

On Eid al-Fitr (The Feast for Breaking the Fast at the end of the month of Ramadan), the Staff of the Centre 
sent greetings to our Muslim friends by post, e-mail and Facebook, as well as handing out Eid cards on the day.  
Here are some of the replies we received:

•  Thank you so much such a heart-warming greeting.   May God bless you  
    and your family. (FK)
•  I appreciate your greetings and remembering us on this sacred auspicious  
    occasion. (AM)
•  May the barakah (blessing) of all holidays surround all believers and bring  
    happiness to them and their families. (MH) 
•  Thank you very much for these very kind words, prayers and best wishes.   
    May God always pour upon us His blessing and mercy so that we gain  
    peace, happiness and prosperity. (AH)
•  Thanks for the letter. I was delighted to read it.  God bless you and your  
    community with mercy and guidance from God Almighty. (EK)

    We hope that exchanging greetings on each other’s religious feast days  
    will become a regular practice for all peoples of faith.  

Talks in Fiji

Eid Greetings

Photo: Patrick McInerney
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JCMA Conference
Ryan Epondulan attended the Jewish, Christian, Muslim Association (JCMA) Winter Conference at Lysterfield, 
Victoria on 29-30 July 2018. The theme was “Listening to God and to each other”, with a focus on the meaning 
of prayer and the skills needed to listen to one another with respect. Participants spent time in discussion 
groups and in reflection on scripture texts from each of the three Abrahamic faiths.  While the lack of youth 
participants was a concern, it was delightful to hear the differing viewpoints and ideas of those present, based 
on their knowledge of religious texts, theology and history.   

On Wednesday 25th July, Ryan Epondulan attended the 51st meeting of the Australian National Dialogue 
of Christians, Muslims and Jews at St Mary’s Catholic Church in Erskineville.  The Dialogue is a partnership 
between the National Council of Churches of Australia (NCCA), the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils 
(AFIC) and the Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ).  Discussion focused on the need for interfaith 
dialogue, where it goes in our changed times, how to engage with different communities and political leaders, 
the importance of interreligious dialogue with those in the Asia-Pacific region, and the challenges of an 
increasing trend of “no religion” in the 2016 Australian Census.  

Australian National Dialogue of Christians, Muslims and Jews

Website:  http://religionsforpeaceaustralia.org.au/?p=5917
Photo: NCCA 18-08-13

JCMA Attendees
Photo: David Schütz 

www.ncca.org.au
muslimsaustralia.com.au
http://www.ecaj.org.au/
http://jcma.org.au/


World News

The French Cardinal, Jean-Louis Tauran, died on 
5 July 2018 at the age of 75.  He had a long and 
distinguished career in various posts in the Vatican. 
From 2007 he served as President of the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue.  By his diplomatic 
skills of listening, patience and clarity, he became a 
“craftsman of interreligious dialogue” and did much 
to restore relations with the Muslim communities in 
turbulent times.  

In a very personal condolence message, Pope Francis 
said the Cardinal had “profoundly marked the life 
of the universal Church”.  He paid tribute to him as 
a “man of profound faith who courageously served 
the Church of Christ to the end despite the burden 
of illness”.  As a mark of personal respect, the Pope 
attended the entire funeral service, along with other 
Cardinals, Vatican officials, diplomats and leaders of 
other faiths.  

Rev Dr Patrick McInerney met Cardinal Tauran at an 
international meeting for Christian-Muslim Dialogue 
hosted by the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue in Rome in May 2013.  The staff of the 
Centre offer condolences to the Cardinal’s family, to 
his colleagues at the Vatican, and to dialogue partners 
around the world who will miss his insight, wisdom 
and forthrightness. 

For details see:  https://goo.gl/m92J93 
For Cardinal’s career see:  https://goo.gl/Xsr3sA 
For Pope’s condolence message see:   
https://goo.gl/PkcKHQ
For account of funeral see:  https://goo.gl/f5xB5V 

Death of Cardinal Tauran

The Grand Mufti of Australia, Sheikh Abdel Aziem Al-
Afifi, died of cancer, on 11 July 2018 at the age of 48. 
Known for his engagements with the wider Australian 
community and young Muslims, Sheikh Al-Afifi was 
elected the Mufti of Australia in March 2018.  

The Australian National Imams Council (ANIC) 
said that he was recognised and respected for 
his dedication to serving the Australian Muslim 
community for over 20 years. The Sheikh was a 
founding member of ANIC and served two terms as 
its President.  

The Federal Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Mr 
Alan Tudge, said that he was “an effective leader and 
a man of peace and good will. His dedication to the 
Australian Muslim community and work with young 
people was appreciated by Muslims across Australia.”
  
Ryan Epondulan had the opportunity to meet Sheikh 
Al-Afifi at the Grand Mufti’s Ramadan Iftar Dinner in 
May. 

The staff of the Centre offer condolences to his 
family and friends and to the Muslim communities of 
Australia.  
  
For details see: https://goo.gl/ZcoMMK 
For ANIC statement see: https://goo.gl/fLJ7z2 

Death of the Grand Mufti
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https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/07/12/pope-
attends-funeral-cardinal-jean-louis-tauran-advocate-religious-
outreach 
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS - Dragan Tatic; Österreichisches Außenministerium

Former Grand Mufti of Australia Sheikh Abdel Aziem Al-Afifi.
Photo: SBS

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/07/12/pope-attends-funeral-cardinal-jean-louis-tauran-advocate-religious-outreach
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All Pakistanis rejoiced when Pope Francis announced 
that Archbishop Joseph Coutts of Karachi was 
appointed cardinal.  The consistory was held in Rome 
on 29 June 2018.  

It was a particular joy for Christians.  They are a 2% 
minority in the 96% Muslim majority population 
of Pakistan.  In theory, they enjoy all the rights of 
citizens; but in practice, many often feel persecuted 
and are easy targets of the controversial blasphemy 
laws.  The appointment of the Cardinal gives them 
hope that their plight is being heard at the highest 
level of the church.  

Muslims and Hindus too rejoiced at the news 
of the appointment.  They consider it a great 
honour for Pakistan.  Religious and political leaders 
acknowledged the appointment as recognition of the 
Archbishop’s tireless work for interfaith relations and 
for justice and peace.   

Columbans in Pakistan have worked with Archbishop 
Joseph Coutts in Lahore and in Hyderabad.  

For full story see: https://goo.gl/AKqqpd 
For a biography of Cardinal Coutts  
see: https://goo.gl/TzS5Ur
For a personal tribute to Cardinal Coutts  
see: https://goo.gl/fp9rzw 
For tributes from Pakistani Christians  
see: https://goo.gl/Vr3S1V
For tributes from Muslims and Hindus see:  
https://goo.gl/VFWmUo  

Cardinal Joseph Coutts

Cardinal Joseph Coutts arrives for the consistory.
Photo: AFP - https://www.geo.tv/latest/202598-pakistans-second-cardinal-
joseph-coutts-returns-to-warm-welcome 

King of Jordan wins 2018 Templeton Prize

King Abdullah II of Jordan has won the 2018 
Templeton Prize for his efforts in promoting religious 
harmony within Islam and between Islam and other 
religions.  

Since ascending the throne in 1999, King Abdullah has 
promoted the moderate beliefs of the vast majority 
of Muslims as an antidote to the Islamic extremism 
associated with terrorism.

In 2004 he launched the Amman Message, a 
scholarly declaration which recognizes the legitimacy 
of all eight legal schools of Islam, forbids “takfir” 
(declarations of apostasy) between Muslims, and 
establishes criteria for issuing “fatwas” (legal 
opinions).

He also funded the 2007 “Common Word Between 
Us and You” initiative which promotes understanding 
between Christian and Muslim communities. 

His 2010 proposal of a UN World Interfaith Harmony 
Week aimed at understanding the values of peace 
in all religions was unanimously accepted by the UN 
General Assembly.

For full report see: https://goo.gl/PbYmpR 
For details see:  https://goo.gl/yJLqPw and  
https://goo.gl/qVsQfF

King Abdullah addresses the European Parliament on March 10, 
2015. 
Photo by Pietro Naj-Oleari/© European Union 2015 - European Parliament/ 
Creative Commons - https://www.christiancentury.org/article/people/king-jor-
dan-wins-templeton-prize-fostering-muslim-interfaith-cooperation

https://www.geo.tv/latest/202598-pakistans-second-cardinal-joseph-coutts-returns-to-warm-welcome
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/people/king-jordan-wins-templeton-prize-fostering-muslim-interfaith-cooperation
http://ammanmessage.com/
https://www.acommonword.com
https://www.acommonword.com
http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/
http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/


The Abraham Conference  Rev Dr Patrick McInerney

The 2018 Abraham Conference was held at Western 
Sydney University, Parramatta on Sunday 5th August.  
The theme was “Pillars of Peace: Jews, Christians 
and Muslims Working Together”.  Rev Dr Patrick 
McInerney welcomed all present very appropriately, 
using the traditional religious greeting of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam- “Peace be with you” - in 
Hebrew, Latin and Arabic.  Shirley Gilbert, a lecturer 
in Secondary Education at Western Sydney University, 
gave the Acknowledgement of Country.  This was 
followed by recitations of a Jewish prayer and 
readings from the New Testament and the Holy 
Qur’an.  

Professor Kevin Dunn, Dean of the School of Social 
Science & Psychology at Western Sydney University 
and Facilitator for the conference, then introduced 
the keynote speaker, Mr Steve Killelea, the Founder  
& Executive Chairman of the internationally acclaimed 
Institute for Economics and Peace.

Mr Killelea gave a fascinating account of the 
Institute’s research on peace.  He detailed the 
indicators they use to measure peace, enabling them 
to rank 163 countries in order of peace and their 
improvement or deterioration in peace.  In the last 
decade, 75 countries became more peaceful but 85 
countries deteriorated, leading to an overall global 
decline in peace of 2.38%.  Australia ranks 13 and is 
stable, showing neither improvement nor decline.  
While deaths in battle and from terrorism have 
increased, on a more positive note, 58% of countries 
show reduced military expenditure and 70% of 
countries had a drop in the homicide rate. 

The consequences and economic costs of violence are 
enormous.  Nearly 1% of the global population are 
now displaced.  The global cost of violence in 2017 

was $1.48 trillion dollars i.e. or $1,988 per person 
or 12.4% of global GDP.  Positively, peace yields 
significant economic benefits, in terms of higher 
incomes, better environmental outcomes, and higher 
GDP growth per annum.   

Contrary to false accusations, religion is not the sole 
cause of armed conflict.  There is usually a variety of 
factors.  86% of conflicts have more than one cause.  
When religion is a causal factor, it is more accurately 
described as the use of religion for another cause.  
While religion may have a slight positive impact 
on peace, the major factors that lead to or away 
from peace are social and political.  For example, 
positive peace is more likely with a well-functioning 
government, equitable distribution of resources, good 
relations with neighbours, low levels of corruption 
and high levels of human capital and the acceptance 
of the rights of others.   

The empirical data from the Institute for Economics 
& Peace provides cutting-edge information on what 
promotes and what hinders peace. The Institute’s 
findings are available online, including the  
Global Peace Index 2018 at https://goo.gl/LqvkBn  
and the Positive Peace Report 2017 at  
https://goo.gl/mYUiBm. 

Three panellists from the Abrahamic faiths, Daniel 
Samowitz, Head of Jewish Education at Emanuel 
Synagogue, Peter Gates, Deputy National Director of 
Catholic Mission Australia, and Suleyman Sertkaya 
from the Centre for Islamic Studies & Education at 
Charles Sturt University, provided personal responses 
to the keynote presentation.  

The panel was followed by Q & A, social interaction 
over refreshments, small group discussions and a final 
plenary to gather it all together.  The 2018 Abraham 
Conference provided a very rich, challenging and 
fruitful discussion for all who participated; but the 
question was asked, how come more people did 
not attend and participate in these very important 
discussions?  

In conclusion, representatives from the Organizing 
Committee thanked all for their attendance and active 
participation in the process, and gave a vote of thanks 
and presented gifts to each of the speakers. 

The Abraham Conference is planned, organised and 
co-hosted representatives of Affinity Intercultural 
Foundation, the Australian Egyptian Forum Council, 
the Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations, 
the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies and the Uniting 
Church in Australia: Synod of NSW & ACT. 

6. Bridges
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Bishop Vincent Long with other attendees.  Photo: Ryan Epondulan

http://economicsandpeace.org/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-peace-index-2018
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/positive-peace-report-2017
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Over 200 youth attended Youth PoWR (Parliament 
of the World’s Religions) held at the Soka Gakkai 
International Australia centre, Sydney Olympic Park, 
on Sunday 19th August. Eight religious faiths were 
represented: Aboriginal Spirituality, Baha’i, Buddhist, 
Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Muslim and Sikh.  All 
mingled together socially and had a voice and a vote 
in the proceedings.  

This year’s theme was “Harmony for Humanity: 
Unity in Diversity”. Ken Zulumovski, Director of 
Gamarada Universal Indigenous Resources, reflected 
on the theme in his Acknowledgement of Country, 
highlighting the diversity but unity amongst the 
indigenous peoples of Australia. This was followed 
by a performance from the Buuja Buuja Butterfly 
Dancers, showing harmony between humans and the 
environment through cultural dances.

Fr Patrick McInerney, Director of the Columban 
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations, called on the 
honourable members of the Youth Parliament to do 
much better than the dishonourable racism shown 
recently in the Australian Federal Parliament. The 
Christian speaker was Patrice Moriarty. She spoke 
about the need for greater religious harmony within 
our own communities, generated through a love 
for all humankind.  Karan Singh provided insights 
into the day-to-day life of a Sikh; and how the act of 
serving people becomes the serving of God. Hindu 
speaker, Vincy Jain, recalled moments when people of 
different religious faiths have come to work together 
to promote peace and respect for all.  

The speeches were interspersed with performances 
that presented the harmony theme in artistic 
forms.  Jewish performers, Rev Joshua Weinberger, 
accompanied by Paul Khodor and Benjamin Adler, 
gave a mesmerising performance of traditional 
Hebrew songs with messages of peace and harmony. 

Youth PoWR 2018 Ryan Epondulan
Muslim performer, Sara Mansour, performed a 
spoken word poetry piece about her upbringing in the 
multicultural streets of Punchbowl. Yulianto, David, 
Joseph and Ozlem, gave a solemn performance of 
the Buddhist Sutra. Youth from the Sydney Cluster 
of the Baha’i faith brought a sense of unity in the 
room, through encouraging attendees to sing along 
in a choral prayer on how we all belong to the same 
creator, and the need to detach ourselves from 
worldly things. 

Discussions in small groups enabled the youth 
participants to dialogue with each other, sharing 
about their own faith or belief system, and what they 
are taught about how to treat people of different 
faiths. This was an opportunity to gain a greater 
understanding of each other’s religious faith. In a 
second round of discussions, they tackled social 
issues in our world today, committing to undertake 
a PoWRful action that was practical and achievable. 
Most groups chose discrimination and equal 
opportunity as their issue of concern. However, 
online polling revealed that individuals were keen to 
commit to issues around community engagement and 
interreligious dialogue. Thirty percent of respondents 
committed to developing positive relationships with 
people from other faiths. Twenty-three percent 
committed to an exchange where an individual 
could experience a day in the life of a person from a 
different religion.  

Much gratitude to the Glenburnie Program, the 
NSW Government through Multicultural NSW and 
St Columbans Mission Society, for funding the Youth 
PoWR multi-faith initiative, and to the Soka Gakkai 
International Australia centre for hosting the event! 
We pray that Youth PoWR continues to inspire 
attendees, including the young-at-heart, to make a 
difference in the communities in which they live.  

Ginny Kaur and Ryan Epondulan, MCs.  Photo: CCCMR

Attendees at Youth PoWR.  Photo: CCCMR



Equal Citizenship
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The first world conference, “Religions, Creeds and 
Value Systems: Joining Forces to Enhance Equal 
Citizenship Rights”, was held on 25 June 2018 at the 
United Nations in Geneva. Speakers emphasized equal 
citizenship as an antidote to stem conflict. Below are 
extracts from the WCC Report:  

The Principle of Citizenship

Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, said, “The need for equal 
citizenship rights is timely in a global context such as 
ours – which has seen the rise of instrumentalization 
of religion for deeply polarizing causes.”

Tveit emphasized “that the principle of citizenship 
is a proper way to express in the realm of politics 
something that is also important in our faith in God.”
“The principle of citizenship belongs to the realm of 
politics and legal systems, but can provide the rights 
and the protection we need whoever we are and 
whatever faith community we belong to.”

“Hence, it is all the more necessary for people from 
different religions, creeds and value systems to unite 
together for the cause of equal citizenship as an 
antidote to the scourge of xenophobia, racism and 
other forms of intolerance.”

Unity

Sunni Islam expert, Dr Ahmed Al-Dawoody, 
International Committee for the Red Cross legal 
adviser on Islamic Law and Jurisprudence and 
assistant professor at Al-Azhar University, quoted 
from the Quran the words of God in creating a 
“sense of unity” which “necessitates equality 
among humankind and that there is no room for 
discrimination among people.”

Ancestry

He also noted that in his Farewell Sermon on 6 March 
632, Prophet Muhammad reinforced the same 
concept:  

“All of you belong to one ancestry of Adam, 
and Adam was created out of clay. There is no 
superiority for an Arab over a non-Arab and for a 
non-Arab over an Arab; or for white over the black 
or for the black over the white except in piety.”

He said this means that any form of discrimination 
or superiority of an individual or a group of people 
against another “is prohibited in Islam.”

Equality

Monsignor Robert J Vitillo, secretary general of 
the International Catholic Migration Commission 
delivered a message on behalf of Cardinal Jean-
Louis Tauran, president of the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue.

He said, “Equality among all the members of the one 
human family is a fundamental value. This equality 
has its origin in ‘One is the community of all peoples, 
one their origin, for God made the whole human race 
to live over the face of the earth. One also is their 
final goal, God.’”

“This is why no one, no ethnic, religious or political 
group, can claim more rights than others because of 
their belonging to a particular ethnicity, religion or a 
political party,” said Vitillo.

“The fact of being treated with inequality generates 
non-satisfaction, bitterness, frustration and, in some 
cases, even hatred and a desire of vendetta. This is 
why all should consciously endeavour to overcome 
situations and structures of injustice.”

For full report see:  https://goo.gl/zav6Ay

Photo: Peter Kenny/WCC
Website:  https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/world-conference-on-human-rights-and-religion-emphasizes-equal-citizenship-to-stem-conflict 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/world-conference-on-human-rights-and-religion-emphasizes-equal-citizenship-to-stem-conflict


9.

Nigerian Imam Saved Christians from Muslim Gunmen

When an Imam in Nigeria saw hundreds of desperate, 
frightened families running into his village last 
Saturday, he decided to risk his life to save theirs.  
They were fleeing from a neighbouring village, which 
had come under attack from about 300 well-armed 
men who were shooting, looting and burning down 
the houses.  

The cleric immediately came to their aid, hiding in 
total 262 men, women and children.  "I first took the 
women to my personal house to hide them. Then I 
took the men to the mosque," the Imam told BBC 
Pidgin.

This was the latest wave of violence to hit Nigeria's 
central region where farming communities and 
nomadic cattle herders often clash – usually over 
access to land and grazing rights.  The region is prone 
to religious tension – herders are ethnic Fulani and 
mostly Muslim, while the farmers are mostly Christian 
from the Berom ethnic group.  Hundreds of people 
have been killed in 2018, and the tit-for-tat violence 
has been ongoing for several years. 

The armed men stormed into the mainly Muslim 
village in pursuit of those who had fled the mainly 
Christian village nearby.  When the attackers heard 
that the villagers had fled towards the mosque, 
they demanded that the Imam bring out those he 
was hiding.  But the defenceless Imam refused to 
comply – and also refused to allow them entry to the 
mosque.

He began to plead with the herdsmen, who were 
threatening to burn down the mosque and his house.  
He then prostrated himself on the floor in front of the 
armed men.  Along with some others in the Muslim 
community, he began to cry and wail, asking them to 
leave.  And to their amazement the herdsmen did go 
– but then set two nearby churches on fire.

The Imam later told the BBC that he wanted to help 
because more than 40 years ago, the Christians in the 
area had allowed the Muslims to build the mosque. 
“They had freely given over the land to the Muslim 
community,” he said.  

"Since we have been living together with the Beroms, 
we have not experienced an ugly incident like the 
attack on Saturday," another Muslim leader told the 
BBC.

Adapted from BBC Pidgin, 1 July 2008

This man's relatives were killed in the attack by Fulani herdsmen.
Website:  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-44657339 

Those whose lives were saved by the Imam expressed 
their gratitude and relief. "Ever since they took us 
into the mosque, not once did they ask us to leave, 
not even for them to pray," said the local chief.  "They 
provided dinner and lunch for us and we are grateful."
The villagers stayed with the Imam for five days – and 
have since moved to a camp for displaced people.  
More than 2,000 people are now living there, and 
others are living with relatives and friends. Those who 
fled to the mosque cannot return to their village, as 
there is no security presence there and their homes 
have been destroyed.

For full story by Dooshima Abu, BBC Pidgin, see:  
https://goo.gl/DY4Ryn 

This event is reminiscent of the December 2015 attack 
on a bus by the militant Al-Shabaab group in Kenya.  
There the Muslims refused to identify their Christian 
fellow travellers.  One of the Muslims paid with his 
life, a martyr, saving the lives of Christians.  The story 
is told in the 2017 Kenyan-German, Academy Award 
nominated short film, Watu Wote (All of Us).  The 
Editor.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-44657339


Readers’ Survey
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Respondents

•  Highly educated (75% tertiary, 17% secondary)
•  Seniors (25% between 50-65 years and 67% over 65 years) 
•  Overwhelmingly Christian (93%) 
•  Gender equality (49% male and 51% female)
•  Want more news about Christian-Muslim relations  in the world  
    (81%) and in Australia (77%)
•  Want more information about interreligious dialogue (62%)
•  80% of respondents receive Bridges by post; and   
    72% want to keep it that way! – we will do so!    
•  72% consider Bridges a very trusted and 25% a mostly trusted  
    source of information – thank you for your trust.
•  25% usually or always pass Bridges on to other people – thank you  
    for spreading the word.

Thank you to the more than 50 people who responded to our Readers’ Survey 
earlier this year.  Here’s a summary of the results.  

What You Said

•  I see Bridges as addressing one of the most important issues of our  
    times. (PT)
•  This outreach is vital to current life in Australia. (PT)
•  A most valuable source of information, especially with regard to  
    Islam and religious events concerning Christians, Muslims and Jews  
    in Australia.
•  An excellent publication. I'm afraid it does not get the coverage it  
    really deserves. (SM)
•  I really look forward to reading Bridges even though I rarely attend  
    any of the events. (BP)
•  I use the information in Bridges for my teaching of the HSC Studies  
    of Religion Units in NSW Catholic High Schools. Thank you.
•  I enjoy Bridges. This is an important ministry – keep it up. (BE)

Response

Dear Readers, 

Thank you for your words of appreciation.  We have done a complete 
re-design of Bridges.  We hope you like it.  We will try to provide 
more news and information, especially on ways to deepen your 
familiarity with Islam and Muslims and to become more involved in 
interreligious dialogue. Wishing you every blessing. 

The Editor



21:    Ashura (Tenth) of Muharram, Commemoration of the Martyrdom of Imam Hussain RA (Shi’a Muslim)  
     
                 United Nations Prayer for Peace Service, 2.00pm, Uniting Church Parramatta, 119 Macquarie Street,  
     Parramatta NSW 2150

October 2018

September 2018

04:       Feast Day of St Francis of Assisi (Christian)
11-12:  Sydney Interfaith Pilgrimage - Tours of the Great Synagogue, Auburn Gallipoli Mosque and Emanuel  
      Synagogue, Woolahra; facilitated by the Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations.   
     E-mail expression of interest to info.cccmr@columban.org.au
27:       National Mosque Open Day.  Check out details with your local mosque.  For Imam Ali bin Abi Taleb  
     Mosque Lakemba, see: https://goo.gl/7q9W9F

November 2018
01:      All Saints Day, Thanksgiving for all the saints in heaven (Catholic Christian)

02:       All Souls Day, Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (Catholic Christian)

1-7:       Parliament of the World’s Religions, Toronto, Canada.   
     For details see: https://goo.gl/MrD1KY 

21:       Mawlid al-Nabi (The Birth of the Prophet Muhammad) (Islam)

11.Photo: ©iStock.com/MicroStockHub

Coming Events

02:       First Sunday of Advent, Preparation for Christmas (Christian) 

December 2018



Bridges
Subscription  No. 80 - September 2018

Help us spread the news about the Centre and BRIDGES and send us the names and addresses of all those 
who may be interested in subscribing to a hard copy (please complete the form), or invite them to subscribe 
directly on-line at www.columban.org.au/publications/bridges

Columban Resources

Ten things everyone needs to 
know about Islam Booklet

• PROVIDES basic information about Islam for schools,   
              homes and offices. 

• ENABLES better understanding of the beliefs and practices  
            of Muslims.

Booklet - $8.80 each inc. GST, postage & handling

ORDER ONLINE 
www.columban.org.au

The Golden Rule

A4 posters (25 pack) - $28.80 each  
(210mm x 297mm) inc. GST, postage & handling

• PRESENTS Sacred texts of 13 different religions and spiritualities 

• PROVIDES discussion topics and activities for schools, homes, offices 

• PROMOTES mutual respect and harmony in our multi-religious society

A1 poster - $19.00 each  
(594mm x 841mm) inc. GST, postage & handling

Bridges Subscription/Columban Resources - Order form

NAME ON CARD (PLEASE PRINT) SIGNATUREEXPIRY DATE

/
/ChristianMuslimRelations
/AbrahamConference
/YouthPoWR 

Please send orders to: St Columbans Mission Society  
PO Box 752 NIDDRIE VIC 3042 Tel: (03) 9375 9475 Email: info@columban.org.au

  TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $

My gift to the CCCMR:  $

Ten things everyone needs to know about Islam 
($8.80 each)

 $

 $

Full Name:      

Institute:

Address:                                                                

Suburb:                                                  State:              P/Code: 

Email:   

Mobile:              Phone:

An acknowledgement will be sent by email.

FB
RE

PT
18

Please fill in your details below:
QTY

The Golden Rule (25 pack) ($28.80 each)

The Golden Rule poster ($19.00 each)  $

Bridges subscription (complimentary)
Number of 
hard copies

Please accept my:       
(Pay St Columbans Mission Society)Cheque     

MASTERCARD        
Money Order 
VISA

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianMuslimRelations/
https://www.facebook.com/AbrahamConference
https://www.facebook.com/YouthPoWR

