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The months of April and May 2022 
were a veritable interfaith ‘feast’ for 
Baha’is, Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, 
Jews, Muslims, and Sikhs. The seasons 
of Lent and Ramadan overlapped, and 
the feasts of Easter, Eid al-Fitr, Mahavir 
Jayanti, Pesach, Vaisakhi, and Vesak 
all took place within weeks of each 
other. Such a coincidence of so many 
religious festivities occurs only every 
30 years or so.   

But true interfaith is more than the 
coincidence of timing. It must be 
intentional. It must arise out of fidelity 
and integrity to one’s own tradition.  
It must respect the alterity of the other’s 
tradition. It must respect the sincerity 
of all involved, bridging the diverse 
convictions without compromising 
essentials. It must build relationships of 
mutual respect and fraternity-sorority 
in service of the common good. 

Interfaith solidarity is expressed in 
many ways: celebrating the Feast 
of the Annunciation together (p. 2), 
pilgrims walking together on “Bridge 
Day” (p. 2), leaders from different 
religions sharing with school students 
their respective beliefs and moral 
codes (p. 3), observing COVID best 
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From the Editor

/YouthPoWR
/TheSydneyStatement

practice to protect our own and others’ 
health (p. 3), praying together for  
those suffering the ravages of war (p.4), 
the Saudi leader of the Muslim World 
League visiting the USA (p. 4), the 
head of the World Council of Churches 
visiting Iran (p. 4), Religions for Peace 
upholding the rights of women (p.5), 
creating a multi-faith space in the 
iconic MCG (p. 5), the generosity and 
hospitality shown at iftar dinners  
during Ramadan (p. 6), and sharing 
each other’s joys and sorrows (p. 7).   

We must learn how to find and promote 
accurate information about each 
other’s beliefs (p. 9), for stereotypes 
and prejudices against Muslims lead to 
Islamophobic attacks (p. 8). Interfaith 
dialogue needs to be built into the 
culture of schools, so that students 
learn how to promote “the complete 
perfection of the human person, the 
good of earthly society, and the building 
of a world that is more human” (p. 10). 

May people of all faiths grow in the  
art of interreligious dialogue, along  
with all people of good will, creating  
a society of respect, resilience, justice 
and harmony among all people and  
all creatures.  

Rev DR PatRick McineRney

http://info.cccmr@columban.org.au
https://www.columban.org.au/
https://bit.ly/37kEoGy
https://www.facebook.com/AbrahamConference/
https://www.facebook.com/TheSydneyStatement/
https://www.facebook.com/YouthPoWR/
https://www.facebook.com/Western-Sydney-Womens-Intherfaith-Initiative-104890115149745/?ref=pages_you_manage
https://www.facebook.com/Western-Sydney-Womens-Intherfaith-Initiative-104890115149745/?ref=pages_you_manage
https://www.facebook.com/YouthPoWR/
https://www.thesydneystatement.org.au/
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Centre News

Interfaith Commission of  
the Diocese of Parramatta
The inaugural meeting of the Interfaith Commission of the  
Diocese of Parramatta, facilitated by Fr Patrick McInerney, was 
held on Saturday 9 April 2022. This had twice been scheduled 
last year but each time had to be cancelled due to COVID. 
There were 14 attendees. They are a diverse, talented, and 
enthusiastic group, including parishioners, teachers, religious, 
two priests, two young adults, and a deacon. Bishop Vincent 

Long shared his vision of interfaith becoming an integral and constitutional part of the way of being 
church in Western Sydney. We hope that in the not-too-distant future the Centre and the Diocese will 
do joint strategic planning on interfaith. We look forward to working with the Interfaith Commission in 
developing interfaith activities across the Diocese. The members of the Commission were introduced to 
the public at the Interfaith Iftar co-hosted by the Diocese and the Centre on 20 April 2022.  

Interfaith event for  
Feast of the Annunication
On 24 March 2022, Centre staff, Fr Patrick 
McInerney, Samantha Cherian and Kim Chong, 
attended an annual Christian-Muslim gathering 
that celebrates the Feast of the Annunciation.  
It was hosted by Bishop Antoine-Charbel 
Tarabay, Maronite Bishop of Australia, New 
Zealand and Oceania, and a joint committee of 
Christians and Muslims, at ACU in Strathfield. 
While there are differences on how Muslims and Christians define the nature of Jesus, the Feast of the 
Annunciation has become an annual tradition through which Christians and Muslims celebrate in the 
shared belief of Archangel Gabriel's visit to the Virgin Mary. It is a national interfaith holiday in Lebanon. 
While some of the speakers at the event were impacted by COVID and therefore unable to attend,  
many Christians and Muslims came together to honour the Virgin Mary and share in prayers for the 
persecuted and displaced families all over the world.

The Sydney Statement: Bridge Day Walk
The 90th anniversary of the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
was on 19 March 2022. On this day, Youth PoWR hosted a  
“Bridge Day Walk” to honour Commitment 21 of The Sydney 
Statement – “We will make 19 March 'Bridge Day' for building 
bridges between believers”. Just as the Harbour Bridge connects 
people from Sydney's north and south, The Sydney Statement 
connects people from different religions. Attendees were 
encouraged to bring a friend from another faith to walk together 
across the pedestrian footpath of the bridge. Despite some rain, 

the Youth PoWR network and committee members gathered at the north side of the bridge and walked 
southward towards The Rocks together in the spirit of interfaith dialogue. Attendees also handed out 
postcards promoting The Sydney Statement to members of the public.  P
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Principal Beliefs & Sexual Morality 
On 23 March 2022, Fr Patrick McInerney joined Rabbi Zalman 
Kastel AM and Sheikh Youssef Hassan at Malek Fahd Islamic 
School at Beaumont. Each of the three leaders presented to 
the Year 11 Studies of Religion class on “Principal Beliefs & 
Sexual Morality” according to his respective religion. Fr Patrick 
summarised the sources and history of Christian beliefs and then 
presented a modern, informed Christian approach to sexuality. 
The latter is a complex topic where modern secular and traditional 
religious views are often at odds and can be quite a contested 
issue. It is good that the school invited religious leaders to address 
these issues and respond to the students’ questions.

Promoting The Sydney Statement at MEFF
On 15 May 2022, Fr Patrick McInerney, Samantha Cherian and  
Kim Chong ran a stall promoting and selling the Centre's resources  
at the Multicultural Eid Festival & Fair (MEFF) at Fairfield Showground.  
They also participated in the official proceedings conducted on the 
day, which included performances such as African drumming (right). 
MEFF is the first, largest and longest running Multicultural Eid festival 
in Australia. The Centre's stall comprised of selling The Sydney 
Statement booklet and posters, as well as further resources,  
Ten Things Everyone Needs to Know About Islam and Ten MORE Things 
Everyone Needs to Know about Islam. Mostly, it was an oppurtunity to 
promote the Centre's work in interfaith to the wider community and 
to share in the festivities of the Eid fair with their Muslim sisters and brothers. Kim's family also attended, with 
her two young daughters engaging the public with postcards promoting The Sydney Statement, Youth PoWR 
(Parliament of the World's Religions) and the Western Sydney Women's IntHERfaith Initiative.

Remaining safe as we "live with COVID"
While it is wonderful being able to see each other again 
in person as we return to our places of work, worship, 
schools and festivities, we are nonetheless “living with 
COVID”. Many people are still suffering the disease, 
particularly as the most recent Omicron strains are highly 
transmissable. COVID remains in high circulation within  
our community. High hospitalisation numbers and deaths 
from the disease continue to be a daily occurance.  
While many of the restrictions such as mask-wearing 

and social-distancing have lifted, it is nonetheless paramount that we remain mindful of the health of 
ourselves and others, particularly the elderly or those whose immune system may be compromised. 
Remain dilligent with your COVID vaccination boosters, wear masks where appropriate, practice good 
hand hygeine, stay home and get tested if symptoms arise, and remain informed about living with COVID 
through a reputable source such as NSW Health. Also, acknowledge that whatever you are feeling or 
experiencing during this time is valid. You may not be entirely comfortable gathering in greater numbers, 
so go at your own pace. You can stay home, or set boundaries on physical touching such as hugging, for 
example. Do things that keep you well and be kind to yourself. 

https://thesydneystatement.org.au/shop.html
https://thesydneystatement.org.au/shop.html
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/
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Religious leaders hold prayers for Ukraine 
On 21 March 2022, dozens of Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
religious leaders gathered in Jerusalem to call for an end to 
the war in Ukraine. It was held at Moscow Square near the 
Russian Orthodox Cathedral. Speakers included His Beatitude 
the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Pierbattista Pizzaballa, 
Sheikh Hassan Abu Galion, and Rabbi David Rosen. The 
leaders appealed to the Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill to 
use his influence to do everything possible to stop the war. 

Rabbi Yonatan Neril said he had reached out to the church to deliver a letter to Patriarch Kirill, signed 
by 150 religious leaders from across the world. Meanwhile, in Adelaide, about 70 representatives from 
different faith communities and organisations also joined together in prayers for Ukraine and those 
affected by recent weather events in Australia at a service held in St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral (pictured).  
Fr Zenjo Racki CSsR, from Adelaide’s Ukrainian Catholic community, spoke of the humanitarian crisis 
unfolding in his homeland and the need for politicians and governments around the world to do more.
Condensed and adapted from https://bit.ly/3LVxziE and https://bit.ly/3whi8L7.

World News

An unlikely interfaith forum
It was a most unlikely gathering. In March 2022, in the 
heart of Texas’s Bible Belt, hundreds of Jews, Christians 
and Muslims came together for a two-day Global Peace 
Forum. It was hosted by the Multi-Faith Neighbors 
Network, led by Rabbi David Saperstein, Imam Mohammed 
Magid and Pastor Bob Roberts. In recent years the Imam 
and the Pastor, each committed to their respective 
faiths, had developed a strong relationship of trust which 
bridged their exclusionary theologies. In a deeply divided America, the Forum aims at overcoming 
misunderstandings and building flourishing communities together. The keynote speaker, Mohammad  
Al-Issa, secretary general of the Muslim World League, presented the ground-breaking, consensus  
Charter of Makkah, developed in 2019 by more than 5000 Muslim scholars from 139 countries and across 
several Muslim sects. "We are stronger when we are together, and we are unbeatable when we stand 
united and resolved to cultivate lasting friendships and understanding regardless of race, ethnicity, faith, 
gender or creed," stated Dr Al-Issa. This ‘unlikely’ event sowed seeds for new relationships between 
Evangelicals and believers of other faiths. Condensed and adapted from https://bit.ly/3kQTAD8, https://bit.ly/3FsNZwy, 
https://bit.ly/3OZgFSd, https://prn.to/384jJMh.

WCC General Secretary in Iran 
On 3 March 2022, Rev Prof Dr Ioan Souca, Acting General Secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, delivered a lecture at the Ahlul Bayt 
International University in Teheran. His talk, “Serving Our Wounded 
World in Interreligious Solidarity: An Urgent Call for Us”, stressed that 
the pandemic “has revealed or reinforced our shared vulnerability 
but also our fundamental community – indeed, our shared fate – as 
humans, our solidarity across divides and borders, and our capacity 

for empathy, understanding, and even heroic sacrifice”. He urged, “May our interreligious bridge-building 
unite us in work for justice and peace, engender reconciliation among divided communities, and bring 
us ever closer to the divine love that creates and sustains all life, calling us to participate in the work of 
mending this beautiful but broken world.” Dr Souca also visited Qom, considered by Shia Muslims the 
second-most sacred city in Iran, where he met with the head of Islamic seminaries and visited the  
Shrine of Fatima Masumeh. Condensed and adapted from https://bit.ly/3OZji6l, https://bit.ly/3KN45lx.   P
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https://themedialine.org/top-stories/no-more-war-religious-leaders-in-jerusalem-hold-interfaith-prayer-for-ukraine-with-video/
https://thesoutherncross.org.au/news/2022/03/31/united-in-faith-2/
https://globalfaithforum.com/
https://globalfaithforum.com/
https://mfnn.org/
https://mfnn.org/
https://themwl.org/sites/default/files/TheCharterofMakkah.pdf
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/trust-humility-bravery-a-forum-in-texas-shows-how-interfaith-understanding-is-forged/
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2022/3/12/a-texas-pastor-wants-evangelicals-to-forge-ties-with-muslims-and-jews-will-they-listen
https://allarab.news/global-faith-forum-builds-bridges-of-understanding-and-community-among-muslims-jews-and-evangelicals/
https://allarab.news/global-faith-forum-builds-bridges-of-understanding-and-community-among-muslims-jews-and-evangelicals/
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-acting-general-secretary-offers-lecture-in-iran-on-serving-our-wounded-world-in-interreligious-solidarity-an-urgent-call-for-us
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-acting-general-secretary-affirms-importance-of-spiritual-encounters-between-people-of-different-faiths
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MCG opens new Multi-Faith Prayer Room
In March 2022, the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC), managers of 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), unveiled a new Multi-Faith 
Prayer Room, which opened to the public ahead of Round 1 of  
the 2022 AFL Premiership Season. The room caters to more than  
50 patrons, of all faiths, including Christian, Muslim, Jewish and 
Hindu, at any one time. With architecture and design by Desypher 
Architecture’s Issam Nabulsi, the 100-square metre layout is 
nondescript, free of identifiable references to any single faith, and 
can separate males and females. Wudu facilities enable Muslims to practice ablution prior to prayer in 
the immediate space where prayer will be undertaken. The room is also orientated towards the Ka’abah 
(the cube-shaped structure in the centre of Mecca, in current day Saudi Arabia). The space will also 
simultaneously meet the spatial and eastward orientation requirements of proponents of the Jewish and 
Hindu faiths. MCC President Michael Happell said the opening of the Multi-Faith Prayer Room endorsed 
the Club’s commitment to display community leadership by providing facilities within the MCG that 
promotes the inclusiveness of the venue. Condensed and adpated from https://bit.ly/3KMBgps.

Religions for Peace World Council issue statement for women
For the first time in the history of Religions for Peace, its governing body, the  
World Council issued a statement on International Women's Day in March 2022,  
“to acknowledge the crucial role that women have in promoting 'gender equality 
today for a sustainable tomorrow'.” Composed by the World Council faith leaders, 
who represent religions around the world, the statement also acknowledged the 
multiple and simultaneous challenges of war, environmental degradation, violence, 
and poverty that impact women today. In its commitment to support women's 

voices, leadership and needs globally, the statement specifically addressed “the injustice that has been 
done to women through patriarchal interpretations of our religions that contributed to promoting a 
perception of women as being of lesser value and possessing less mental and spiritual capacity than 
men; and the efforts of all women – and men – who work for peace in families and communities, in every 
corner of our world”. The World Council also pledged “to support the voices, efforts, and leadership of 
women in our communities and throughout the world”. You can read the statement in full at https://bit.ly/3LXkUvG.
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Taliban backtracks on girls returning to school
In March 2022, the Taliban backtracked on its announcement 
that high schools would reopen for girls, saying they would 
remain closed until a plan was drawn up in accordance with 
Islamic law for them to return. Teachers and students from three 
high schools around the capital Kabul said girls had returned in 
excitement to campuses, but were then ordered to go home. 
“We all got disappointed and we all became totally hopeless 
when the principal told us, she was also crying,” said a student, 
not being named for security reasons. The last time the Taliban ruled Afghanistan, from 1996-2001, they 
banned female education and most employment. In return for any future recognition of the Taliban 
administration, the international community has made the education of girls a key criteria. The Taliban  
is seeking to run the country according to its interpretation of Islamic law while at the same time 
accessing billions of dollars in aid that it desperately needs to stave off widespread poverty and hunger. 
Condensed and adapted from https://bit.ly/3ss0dQC.

https://mcg.org.au/whats-on/latest-news/2022/march/mcg-opens-new-multi-faith-prayer-room
https://www.rfp.org/statement-of-the-religions-for-peace-world-council-on-international-womens-day/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/life/education/2022/03/23/taliban-girls-high-schools/
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Feature

Ramadan and Eid 
by Rev Dr Patrick McInerney

Ramadan is a Muslim month of fasting, almsgiving and 
prayer, as stipulated in the Holy Qur’an: 

Believers! Fasting is enjoined upon you, as it was 
enjoined upon those before you, that you become  
God-fearing (The Cow, [Surah al-Baqarah] 2:183). 

However, in recent years, Ramadan has become a 
multi-faith event. Muslim generosity and hospitality 
in inviting and hosting guests to break the fast with 
them in the traditional iftar meal at sunset has made 
Ramadan an “interfaith” or “multi-faith” season.  
This is the case in many cities around Australia and  
the world but seems particularly so in Sydney.  

Of course, the obligation of fasting as detailed in the 
shari’ah (Islamic Law) – abstaining from food, drink, 
sexual relations and immoral acts from sunrise to sunset 
– is on Muslims only. Others are not required to fast, 
though some choose to do so in a gesture of solidarity. 
But people of all faiths and worldviews coming together 
in the evenings to share the iftar meal together is a 
wonderful expression of interfaith hospitality.

Muslim religious and community organisations host 
interfaith iftar dinners in reception halls, mosques, 
restaurants and community facilities, inviting believers 
from other religions and community leaders to join 
them for the meal. Muslim schools invite students of 
other religions from other faith-based schools. Local, 
state and federal parliamentarians reciprocate by 
hosting interfaith iftar meals. Some Christian churches 
and dioceses also host interfaith iftar dinners. This 
mutual hospitality is indeed wonderful.  

The Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations 
and the Diocese of Parramatta co-hosted one such 
interfaith iftar dinner. In my welcome speech I stressed 
the superabundant mercy of God as proclaimed by 
Muslims and Christians in Ramadan and Easter, which 
this year coincided. The text of my speech is available 
at https://bit.ly/3P1SiDf. An account of this iftar was 
published in Catholic Outlook at https://bit.ly/3vOLz8b.  

Breaking bread together is an important gesture 
of welcome, hospitality and reconciliation in many 
cultures. In the Christian tradition, breaking bread 
together is a sacred gesture of communion between 
God and between the members of the Christian 
community. In the Catholic tradition, it is a sacrament, 
a sign of the presence of God.  

Sharing an iftar meal together, whether with hundreds 
of people in a public hall, or with a handful of people 
in the intimate setting of the home, is a wonderful 
way of breaking down prejudices, of getting to know 
one another better, of growing relations. When we 
get to know people by name, when Islam has a face, 
this personal encounter between believers shatters 
negative stereotypes. After two years of isolation and 
social distancing due to COVID, it has been particularly 
meaningful to meet face-to-face again.  

After fasting comes feasting! I hope that many  
who joined in iftar meals also joined in the joy of  
Eid al-Fitr. At the Centre we posted an Eid video 
message on Facebook. We also posted, e-mailed and 
handed out Eid greetings at the mosque, including  
the Ramadan-Eid message from the Pontifical Council 
for Interreligious Dialogue (see facing page).   

Our sincere thanks to all who showed welcome 
and hospitality during Ramadan. We pray that God 
will bless and reward all Muslims for their sacrifice, 
generosity and devotion during this season. May their 
efforts continue to bear fruit in their lives throughout 
the coming year.

مبارك    عيد 
Eid Mubarak.   

Blessed Feast Day. 
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https://www.amust.com.au/2022/05/ramadan-and-easter-multiplicity-of-doors-to-gods-mercy/
https://catholicoutlook.org/common-values-between-religions-promoted-at-interfaith-iftar-dinner/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxlMjMBk0Z8
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Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
President

Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne Kankanamalage
Secretary

Vatican message for the month of Ramadan and ‘Id Al-Fitr 1443 H/2022 AD
Dear Muslim brothers and sisters, 

As all of us know, the pandemic caused by COVID-19 has taken away the lives of millions of persons around  
the world, including members of our families. Others fell sick and were healed, yet they experienced much  
long-lasting pain and suffering from the consequences of the virus. As you celebrate the month of Ramadan  
that concludes with ‘Id al-Fitr, our thoughts turn in gratitude to Almighty God who has protected all of us in  
His Providence. We also pray for the dead and the sick with sorrow and hope.  

The pandemic and its tragic effects on every aspect of our way of life have drawn attention anew to one of those 
important elements: sharing. For this reason we thought it opportune to address this issue in the Message we 
are pleased to send to each and all of you.  

We all share God’s gifts: air, water, life, food, shelter, the fruits of medical and pharmaceutical advances, the results 
of the progress of science and technology in diverse fields and their application, the ongoing discovery of the 
universe’s mysteries... The awareness of God’s bounty and generosity fills our hearts with gratitude towards Him 
and, at the same time, encourages us to share His gifts with our brothers and sisters who are in any kind of need. 
The poverty and precarious situations in which many people find themselves because of the loss of employment 
and the economic and social problems related to the pandemic make our duty of sharing ever more urgent.  

Sharing finds its most profound motivation in the awareness that all we are and all we have are gifts from God and that, in 
consequence, we have to put our talents at the service of all our brothers and sisters, sharing what we have with them.  

The best form of sharing springs from genuine empathy and effective compassion towards others. In this regard, 
we find a meaningful challenge in the New Testament: “If anyone is well-off in worldly possessions and sees his 
brother in need but closes his heart to him, how can the love of God abide in him? Children, our love must be  
not just words or mere talk, but something active and genuine” (1 John 3, 17- 18).  

However, sharing is not limited to material goods. Above all, it involves sharing one another’s joys and sorrows, 
which are part of every human life. Saint Paul invited the Christians of Rome to “rejoice with others when they 
rejoice, and be sad with those in sorrow” (Romans 12, 15). Pope Francis, for his part, affirmed that a shared pain 
is halved and a shared joy is doubled (cf. Meeting with the pupils of Scholas Occurrentes, 11 May 2018).  

From empathy comes the sharing of attitudes and sentiments on the occasion of important events, both joyful 
and sad, in the lives of our relatives, friends and neighbours, including those from other religions: their joys 
become ours, their sorrows become ours as well.  

Among shared joys are the birth of a child, healing from a sickness, success in studies, at work or in business, safe 
return from a journey, and certainly other occasions. There is also a particular joy for believers: the celebration 
of major religious feasts. When we visit or congratulate our friends and neighbours of other religions for those 
occasions, we share their joy for the celebration of their feast without having to adopt the religious dimension  
of the celebrated occasion as our own.  

Among shared sorrows are, first of all, the death of a person close to us, the sickness of a member of the family, 
the loss of a job, the failure of a project or of a business, a crisis in the family that sometimes results in its 
division. It is obvious that we need the proximity and solidarity of our friends more in times of crisis and sorrow 
than in times of joy and peace.  

Our hope, dear Muslim brothers and sisters, is that we continue sharing the joys and sorrows of all our 
neighbours and friends, because God’s love embraces every person and the entire universe.  

As a sign of our shared humanity and the fraternity that flows from it, we wish you a peaceful and fruitful 
Ramadan and a joyful celebration of ‘Id al-Fitr.    From the Vatican, 18 February 2022

Christians and Muslims: Sharing joys and sorrows 
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Feature

Charles Sturt University and the Islamic Science 
and Research Academy has released the third 
edition of its report Islamophobia in Australia, 

which further analyses 247 incidents (138 physical and 
109 online cases) of abuse on Muslims. These were 
reported to the Islamophobia Register Australia by 
victims, proxies, and witnesses in 2018 and 2019. 

The data shows that anti-Muslim hate is deeply 
gendered, with women comprising 82 per cent of 
in-person victims – up from 72 per cent in the second 
report and 68 per cent in the first. Of those women,  
85 per cent were wearing hijab and 48 per cent were 
alone when the attacks occurred, while 15 per cent  
of them were accompanied by children. Most of the 
perpetrators – 74 per cent – were male. 

Incidents recorded include a family physically assaulting 
a woman at the zoo, and a pregnant woman being 
punched repeatedly by a stranger in a cafe – a case that 
made news at the time. A 14-year-old Muslim girl who 
was returning home from school attempted to get on  
the bus only to be aggressively yelled at by the driver  
to "get off!". The girl ran home crying. Two female 
university students from Indonesia faced harassment in 
Australia while waiting at a bus stop. One of the students 
was punched on the ear causing her to fall and scrape 
her knee. No one intervened to stop the perpetrators, 
who kept demanding: “Why are you here, why are you 
wearing black clothing, why are you still alive?”

Of the perpetrators, approximately 91 per cent were  
of Anglo heritage with 57 per cent of them in their 
late-thirties to mid-sixties. By contrast, roughly  
24 per cent of the victims were children and teenagers, 
while the majority of the victims were in their late-
teens and early-twenties. Apart from the clear sexism 
expressed in most of the incidents of anti-Muslim 
intimidation and violence, the age disparity between 
perpetrators and their victims is also conspicuous. 

Fifteen per cent of incidents occurred at shops, followed 
by 12 per cent occurring on public transport. Around  
63 per cent of the incidents occurred in crowded 
places, revealing the troubling prevalence of third-party 
inaction. The report also highlighted the ineffectiveness 
of security guards and systems for victims, with 75 per 
cent of physical incidents occurring without repercussion. 

The root cause of bystander silence and inaction is not 
known. Individual confrontations may not have enough 
standing to deter perpetrators. By contrast, bystanders 
using their status to mobilise other bystanders can 
bring about the desired outcome. The scenarios 
described above could have been easily addressed by 
people defending the victims in a display of solidarity.  

A victim asking help directly from the surrounding people 
can also effectively mobilise bystanders. For instance,  
a victim scared of the perpetrator “rushed into a 
restaurant to seek help”. Her call was immediately 
taken up by third parties. Support of victims by third 
parties alleviated the impact of incidents on victims while 
preventing perpetrators from inflicting further abuse.  
 
Examples of solidarity are not rare in Australia. It has 
been proven by the “I will ride with you” campaign after 
the Lindt Café siege, where the public were encouraged 
to "ride" with Muslim passengers in the case they 
encountered abuse on public transport. It was confirmed 
again by the show of support for Muslims after the 
Christchurch massacre, when people marched in protest,  
interfaith groups organised vigils, and individuals left 
flowers and notes of support at mosques. Islamophobia  
is not just a “Muslim” problem, but a risk to social 
cohesion more generally. It requires bystanders’ action  
to repel anti-Muslim abuse through social pressure  
and displays of solidarity. 
Condensed and adapted from https://ab.co/3wtuK1L.  
Read the report in full at https://bit.ly/3sATjsk. If you experience  
or witness an Islamophobic incident, please report it to the 
Islamophobia Register Australia at https://bit.ly/3wkhEoI.

Islamophobia is prevalent in Australia and deeply gendered, report finds
Islamophobia in Australia III report just released
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https://www.abc.net.au/religion/islamophobia-is-enabled-by-bystander-inaction/13802686
https://researchoutput.csu.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/208330970/Islamophobia_Report_3_2022_LR_Spreads_RA.pdf
https://www.islamophobia.com.au/
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Finding and sharing reliable religious info online
Here are six ways to ensure what you're reading online is accurate

Facts are the most precious and contested 
commodity online. As interfaith advocates, it is 
necessary to have our traditions and communities, 

and those of others, accurately represented. Learning 
how to navigate facts versus falsehoods online is one 
of the most important skills we need to develop. 

Here are six ways to ensure that the religious information 
you are receiving and sharing online is reliable:
1. Check your sources. It’s important to listen and 

learn from communities telling their own stories.
2. Make sure the religion websites you are using are 

provided by the tradition itself. For instance, for 
information about Roman Catholics, make sure  
the site/source is connected with an actual  
Roman Catholic church or organisation. Other  
good sources of information about religion  
can come from websites sponsored by reputable 
universities and libraries.

3. If you are following a person talking about religion 
whom you do not know, feel free to do a search 
on them to see what comes up. It is good to know 
the biases that the people you follow hold (we all 
have them) so you are aware of how to evaluate 
their posts. Beware of anyone reaching out with 
agendas so aggressive that you don’t have space to 
think and have your own opinion.

4. Take a moment before passing along a social 
media post about religion. Sometimes 
misinformation is passed through seemingly 
innocuous memes. Dr. Heidi Campbell, a professor 
of communications at Texas A&M University, has 
done some important research on memes and 
stereotypes.

5. It is fine to share your own beliefs and stories. 
Recognise that not everyone, even from your own 
tradition, will agree with you, but let it be an 
opening for more opportunities for them to  
learn about you and your tradition and for you  
to learn about theirs.

6. Most importantly, as you develop your interfaith 
leadership online, remember to stop, research, 
and reflect before posting anything that you 
believe might not be accurate, so that you will  
gain a reputation as a trusted source yourself.

How do we stop the flow of harmful disinformation? 
Some look to the digital platforms that serve as conduits 
and argue that these private media companies are 
liable for disinformation published by users on their 
platforms. For a particularly compelling reflection on 
the responsibilities of social media companies, see 
Sacha Baron Cohen’s 2019 address at the ADL. 

Whether or not we can influence some of these wider 
internet policy conversations, interfaith leaders can 
help stem the tide of mis- and disinformation now by 
being intentional about activity online. To train yourself 
to be critical of what you see, be aware that social 
media posts are sometimes disseminated by bots 
rather than humans, and share reliable sources about 
your own and others’ traditions. Condensed and adpated 
from '6 Ways for Finding and Sharing Reliable Religious 
Information Online' by Allie Vroegop,  Interfaith Youth Core, 
https://bit.ly/3sespGr.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymaWq5yZIYM
https://ifyc.org/article/6-ways-finding-and-sharing-reliable-religious-information-online
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The obligation to protect and promote the Catholic 
identity of Catholic schools while reaching out to 
students and teachers in the broader community 

requires a commitment to dialogue, says a new document 
from the Vatican’s Congregation for Catholic Education. 

The instruction, The Identity of the Catholic School for  
a Culture of Dialogue, was signed by Cardinal Giuseppe 
Versaldi (pictured right with Pope Francis), congregation 
prefect, and was released by the Vatican on 29 March 
2022. The congregation was asked to write the document 
particularly “given cases of conflicts and appeals 
resulting from different interpretations of the traditional 
concept of Catholic identity by educational institutions”, 
Versaldi said. The document does not include specific 
cases, but presumably considers the controversy around 
employment of teachers from LGBTQI communities.

Those involved in hiring for Catholic schools are required 
“to inform prospective recruits of the Catholic identity 
of the school and its implications, as well as of their 
responsibility to promote that identity”, the document 
says. “If the person being recruited does not comply 
with the requirements of the Catholic school and its 
belonging to the church community, the school is 
responsible for taking the necessary steps.”

However, the document also states that “a narrow 
Catholic school model [where] there is no room for 
those who are not ‘totally’ Catholic” is not acceptable 
either. “This approach contradicts the vision of an 
‘open’ Catholic school that intends to apply to the 
educational sphere the model of a ‘church which goes 
forth’ in dialogue with everyone”, the document says. 

Dialogue is rooted in Trinitarian dynamics, “the 
dialogue between God and human beings and in the 
dialogue among human beings themselves”. Dialogue  
is thereby constitutive of the Church and, as ecclesial 
entities, of Catholic schools.

Catholic schools do not limit enrolment or employment 
to Catholics alone since, as the Second Vatican Council 
says, part of their mission is to promote “the complete 
perfection of the human person, the good of earthly 
society and the building of a world that is more human”. 
To reach that goal, Catholic schools must “practice the 
‘grammar of dialogue’, not as a technical expedient,  
but as a profound way of relating to others. Dialogue 
combines attention to one’s own identity with the 
understanding of others and respect for diversity”. 

Culture of dialogue to be part of Catholic school identity

To support a culture of dialogue the document proposes 
that Catholic schools, for example, “allow various 
cultural expressions to co-exist and to promote 
dialogue so as to foster a peaceful society”. 

It also states that the entire school community 
 – administrators, teachers, parents and students –  
is responsible for embracing and promoting the school’s 
Catholic identity. It cannot be “attributed only to certain 
spheres or to certain persons, such as liturgical, spiritual 
or social occasions, or to the function of the school 
chaplain, religion teachers or the school headmaster”. 

Taking into account different contexts and laws in the 
countries where Catholic schools operate, the document 
urges schools to “formulate clear criteria for discernment 
regarding the professional qualities, adherence to the 
church’s doctrine and consistency in the Christian life” 
of candidates for roles in Catholic schools. When 
conflicts over “disciplinary and/or doctrinal” matters  
do arise, it said, everyone involved must be aware  
how “these situations can bring discredit to the  
Catholic institution and scandal in the community. [...]  
Dismissal should be the last resort,” it said. 

Noting that “in many countries civil law bars 
‘discrimination’ on the basis of religion, sexual 
orientation and other aspects of private life”, it was 
noted that when “state laws impose choices that 
conflict with religious freedom and the Catholic identity 
of a school”, the rights of Catholics and their schools 
should be defended “both through dialogue with state 
authorities and through recourse to the courts having 
jurisdiction in these matters”. Read the document in full at 
https://bit.ly/3KIcmY3. Condensed and adapated from 'Dialogue is 
part of schools’ Catholic identity, congregation says', by Cindy 
Wooden, Crux, https://bit.ly/38NCcN4.

New Vatican document says education is to model dialogue with everyone

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20220125_istruzione-identita-scuola-cattolica_en.html
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2022/03/dialogue-is-part-of-schools-catholic-identity-congregation-says
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Coming Events

June 2022

12

July 2022

05  Pentecost (Christian) AND UN World Environment Day, worldenvironmentday.global

03 Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Sunday (Catholic Christian)

August 2022
06 Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord (Catholic Christian and Orthodox Christian )  

AND Hiroshima Day

09 Eid al-Adha (The Feast of Sacrifice) (Islam) (tbc)

08 Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop (Catholic Christian) AND 
10th Day of Muharram – Martyrdom of Imam Hussain (Shi’ite Islam)

15 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Catholic Christian)

01 World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation (Catholic Christian)
September 2022

The Most Holy Trinity (Christian) AND Pentecost (Orthodox Christian)

25 The Immaculate Heart of Mary (Catholic Christian)

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus AND The Birth of John the Baptist (Catholic Christian)24

13 Queen's Birthday Public Holiday (NSW)
UN World Refugee Day, unhcr.org/en-au/world-refugee-day20

29 Al-Hijra (The Migration) 1st of Muharram = Islamic New Year (Islam) (tbc)

https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/world-refugee-day.html
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Booklets sold individually
$8.80 each 

Booklet set - $15.60 each
1 x Ten Things Everyone Needs To Know About Islam
1 x Ten MORE Things Everyone Needs To Know About Islam

$19.00 each
A1 Poster - 594mm x 841mm 

$28.80 each
A4 Posters (25 pack) - 210mm x 297mm 

The Sydney Statement

$8.80 each
The Sydney Statement  
A5 Booklet (36 pages)

$19.00 each
The Sydney Statement  
A1 Poster - 594mm x 841mm

$11.50 each
The Sydney Statement  
A4 Poster (10 pack) - 210mm x 297mm

The Golden Rule

PRESENTS details of the values, principles and  
commitments named in this interfaith charter. 

PROVIDES discussion topics and activities for schools, 
homes, offices. 

SUITABLE for teachers, pastoral workers and all 
involved in community relations, especially between 
believers from different religions/faiths. 

Bridges Subscription/Columban Resources Order Form

Credit card number:

I send my gift by:
(Pay St Columbans Mission Society)
 Cheque/Money order   Visa   Mastercard

/ChristianMuslimRelations
/AbrahamConference
/YouthPoWR
/TheSydneyStatement
/WesternSydneyWomensInterfaithInitiative

Email:

Reciept will be sent by email.

June 2022

Card holder name:

Expiry date: Signature:/

PLEASE FILL IN YOUR DETAILS BELOW:

ID:                            Title:   

First Name:   

Last Name: 

Address: 

Suburb:                          State:              P/Code: 

Mobile:

 TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

My gift to the CCCMR: 

The Sydney Statement A5 Booklet (36 pages) ($8.80 each)  $

 $

QTY

 $

Bridges subscription (complimentary)
Number of 
hard copies

Please send orders to: St Columbans Mission Society  
PO Box 752, NIDDRIE VIC 3042 Tel: (03) 9375 9475 Email: info@columban.org.au

The Sydney Statement A1 Poster ($19.00 each)  $

The Sydney Statement A4 Poster (10 pack) ($11.50 each)  $
Set of Ten Things Everyone Needs To Know About Islam 
booklets ($15.60 each)

 $

The Golden Rule (25 pack) ($28.80 each)  $

The Golden Rule Poster ($19.00 each)  $

Columban Resources
SHOP ONLINE 

www.thesydneystatement.org.au
All prices inc GST, postage & handling within Australia

Ten Things Everyone Needs To Know About Islam ($8.80 each)  $

Ten MORE Things Everyone Needs To Know About Islam ($8.80 each)  $

https://www.columban.org.au/media-and-publications/newsletters-and-bulletins/bridges/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianMuslimRelations/
https://www.facebook.com/AbrahamConference/
https://www.facebook.com/YouthPoWR/
https://www.facebook.com/TheSydneyStatement/
https://www.facebook.com/Western-Sydney-Womens-Intherfaith-Initiative-104890115149745/?ref=pages_you_manage

