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New Staff at the Centre
Jane Favotto has 40 years experience in publishing and 
communications. Her first job was with The Age in Melbourne and 
over the next 20 years she worked as a journalist and editor on 
various newspapers and magazines.

Jane moved into a communications role with the Pharmacy Guild 
in NSW.  Prior to joining the Centre, Jane was the Communications 
Manager for the Diocese of Parramatta and the Editor of the 
diocesan magazine, Catholic Outlook.

Jane says:  “I believe interfaith dialogue is crucial at a time when 
ignorance and fear of ‘the other’ has contributed to suspicion 
of Islam and Muslims.  In my role at the Centre I hope to use 
my experience in communications to help foster good relations 
between people of all faiths.” 

Matthew Boon Meng Ng has joined the Centre for Christian-
Muslim Relations as the Youth, Networking and Events 
Coordinator. Matthew’s primary responsibility will be coordinating 
Youth PoWR and building interreligious dialogue between young 
people of faith. 

He brings experience in youth organising, digital communications 
and political campaigning. 

He has formally worked for the Finance Sector Union, Australian 
Manufacturing Workers’ Union and GetUp!  In his free time 
Matthew volunteers as the Vice President of Save Our SBS and as a 
Director of Interns Australia.

On 22 May the Columban Mission Institute held a function 
to say goodbye to Steff Fenton who has moved to a different 
organisation.

At the celebration the group affirmed the many gifts that Steff 
shared with us, including her wisdom, skills, joy, laughs, faith and 
knowledge. 

We wish her well in her new position and thank her for her time 
with us.

Farewell to Steff Fenton

http://www.columban.org.au/our-works/columban-mission-institute/
mailto:cmr.cmi%40columban.org.au%20?subject=
www.columban.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianMuslimRelations.CMI


2  Bridges - June 2017

News From the Centre

Radio Interview: 
Fr Patrick McInerney 
was interviewed by 
Stephen O’Doherty 
for Hope Radio’s 
“Open House” 
program.  The topic 
was Pope Francis’ 
visit to Egypt as a “pilgrim of peace”.   

Fr Patrick highlighted that the Pope’s example of 
reaching out to the other and meeting face-to-
face, much like his namesake nearly 800 years ago 
when St Francis of Assisi met with Sultan Malik 
al-Kamil, was important to break down suspicion 
and find common ground.  

For more information see: https://goo.gl/roy1Rr. 

Talks to Teachers & Students
On 16 May Fr Patrick McInerney gave the 
keynote address, “Interreligious Dialogue in 
Multi-Faith Australia from 1945 to the Present”, 
to the 2017 Studies of Religion Conference 
organised by the Association for Independent 
Schools (AIS).  One teacher was so impressed that 
she asked could he present it to her students.   

Fr Patrick was happy to oblige, and one week 
later gave the presentation to the senior students 
at Santa Sabina College, Strathfield.

On 15 May Fr Patrick McInerney and Sheikh 
Wesam Charkawi co-presented “Christian-
Muslim Relations” at the Mission: One Heart 
Many Voices conference.  Their friendship was 
palpable and modelled what they hope Christian-
Muslim relations can be.  The feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive: 

•  Very important witness to the benefits of  
    mutual respect and understanding.
•  Fantastic session – learnt a lot and got me  
    thinking about conversations and dialogue we  
    can have in our own community.
•  Authentic, relevant, engaging. Unique  
    opportunity.
•  So enlightening! Knowledge leads to  
    understanding which leads to tolerance and  
    leads to acceptance and unity. Thank you!

Mission Conference

Fr Patrick McInerney with Sheikh Wesam Charkawi.

Youth PoWR: 
The Youth PoWR 2017 Coordinating Committee is 
made up of representatives from seven different 
religions.  They have been meeting monthly since 
the start of the year planning, sharing ideas and 
discussing.  

They have chosen a very relevant theme, Light in 
Dark Times and are now working on how best to 
get young people together to shine the light of 
their various faiths on the problems and issues 
society is facing. 

Youth PoWR 2017 will be held on the 20th of 
August from 2.00pm - 6.00pm at Santa Sabina 
College in Strathfield.  

For more information see flyer insert.

Some of the Youth PoWR 2017 Coordinating Committee

http://hope1032.com.au/stories/faith/christian-living/2017/called-to-be-peacemakers-rev-dr-patrick-mcinerney-reflects-on-the-popes-egypt-visit/
http://www.mohmv.com.au/2017conference/
http://www.mohmv.com.au/2017conference/
http://youthpowr.com/
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News From the World 
Jakarta’s Christian governor jailed for blasphemy 
against Islam

Jakarta’s ethnic-Chinese Christian governor, 
popularly known as “Ahok”, has been sentenced 
to two years in jail for blasphemy. He said political 
rivals were deceiving people by using a verse in 
the Qur’an to say Muslims should not be led by a 
non-Muslim. 

An incorrectly subtitled video of his comments 
later went viral and huge demonstrations helped 
him be arrested. The harsher than expected 
ruling will possibly embolden hard-line Islamist 
forces to challenge secularism in Indonesia, the 
world’s largest Muslim-majority nation. Some 
analysts suggest that other political forces are 
using hard line Islamist forces and anti-Chinese 
sentiments to manipulate groups so that they can 
regain power. 

After initially appealing the sentence on 23 May 
Ahok withdrew it because he said he did not want 
to harm the Jakarta people. 
For more information see: https://goo.gl/n51Brw

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, 
it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring 
of hope, it was the winter of despair.”  These 
opening lines from Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two 
Cities could equally describe our times.  

On the one hand there is the extraordinary 
goodness, generosity and hospitality of Muslims 
inviting others to iftar meals at the end of 
the day of fasting.  It is offered to families, 
neighbours, people of other faiths and the wider 
community, in private homes and in public halls, 
served to a select few or offered magnanimously 
to hundreds.  

On the other hand, there is the appalling 
violence inflicted by misguided elements in the 
name of a perverted religious ideology who have 
committed criminal assaults on innocent civilians 
in Manchester, Kabul, Marawi, London, Manila, 
Melbourne and Tehran, to name but a few. 
  
These two realities stand in stark contrast to one 
another.  They are incompatible.  They force us 
to choose.  In which of these two worlds do we 
want to live?  The world of fear, suspicion, terror 
and violence?  Or the world of peace, harmony, 
justice and good relations?
  
I choose the latter.  I refuse to allow a few 
extremists to divide the world into “us” and 
“them”.  I choose to be “with” rather than 
“against”.  I choose to pray for others, not prey 
on them.   I choose to be a guest at the table, 
not an enemy outside.  As Pope Francis said in 
Cairo:  “what is needed today are peacemakers, 
not fomenters of conflict; firefighters and not 
arsonists; preachers of reconciliation and not 
instigators of destruction.”  

To realise this better world, we need to keep 
on crossing the “no man’s land” between 
warring sides, like St Francis of Assisi.  We need 
to meet face-to-face, as he did with Sultan 
Malik al-Kamil.  We need to come together 
to be light in dark times.  We need to share 
food and conversation to nourish both body 
and spirit; to break down prejudices, fears and 
stereotypes; to build relations and community.  
In many Christian traditions, sharing bread and 
wine in remembrance of Jesus is called “Holy 
Communion”.  The Muslim iftar is also sacred and 
also builds communion.  

Patrick McInerney
Editor

Announcement of the 2018 Parliament of the 
World’s Religions
Dr Rob Sellers, Chair of the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions has announced that the next 
international gathering of the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions will be held in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada November 1-7, 2018. 
For more information see: https://goo.gl/tSLAiJ 

I thank the many Muslims for their hospitality and 
example during Ramadan.  I take this opportunity 
to wish them all                    (Eid Mubarik = Happy 
Feast Day).  

P.S.  I am delighted to share with you the Eid 
Message from the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue:  

English:  https://goo.gl/0BdBcy;  
Arabic:  https://goo.gl/QcfmBz

From the Editor: Choosing Friendship.

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-politics-idUSKBN1842GE
https://goo.gl/tSLAiJ
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/interelg/documents/rc_pc_interelg_doc_20170519_ramadan-2017_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/interelg/documents/rc_pc_interelg_doc_20170519_ramadan-2017_ar.html
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The Australian premiere of a new film about the 
historic meeting between St Francis of Assisi and 
the Sultan of Egypt, Malik Al-Kamil, in the midst 
of the conflict of the Fifth Crusade, will take place 
in western Sydney on 29 July.

This docudrama from Unity Productions 
Foundation (UPF) in the USA presents the historic 
meeting at Damietta in Egypt nearly 800 years 
ago when St Francis and his companion crossed 
no man’s land between the two opposing armies 
from the Christian camp to the Sultan’s camp and 
spent some days meeting and discussing with the 
Sultan and his court.

This remarkable encounter - and the commitment 
to peace of the two people involved - changed 
the relationship between Muslims and Christians 
for the better.

Following the screening, there will be a formal 
response from a Muslim theologian, Assoc 
Professor Mehmet Ozalp, and a Franciscan Friar, 
Br Matthew Beckmann OFM. Audience discussion 
will continue over refreshments.

The screening is being co-hosted by Affinity 
Intercultural Foundation, Catholic Diocese of 
Broken Bay, Columban Centre for Christian-
Muslim Relations, Diocese of Parramatta, 
Franciscan Provincial Office Australia, Islamic 
Sciences and Research Academy (ISRA), Uniting 
Church in Australia, and Western Sydney 
University.

The Franciscan Action Network is a partner with 
UPF in the making of the film. More information 
and a trailer can be found at:
www.sultanandthesaintfilm.com

The screening will take place on Saturday 29 
July from 7:00pm-9:00pm at Western Sydney 
University’s Parramatta South Campus.

The Sultan and the Saint
A Film about Muslim-Christian Peace

Francis preaches to the Sultan of Egypt, Malik Al-Kamil, in 
his tent. Image: UPF.

The encounter between Malik and Francis changed the relationship between Muslims and Christians for the better. 

Booking Information:
Tickets: $10. 

Bookings: Sultansaintsydney.eventbrite.
com.au (Bookings close Monday 24 July.)

https://www.sultanandthesaintfilm.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-sultan-and-the-saint-sydney-premiere-screening-tickets-34350490241
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-sultan-and-the-saint-sydney-premiere-screening-tickets-34350490241
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The Australian Government’s new multicultural 
statement, ‘Multicultural Australia: United, Strong, 
Successful’, was released on 20th March 2017, 
reaffirming the country’s commitment to a culturally 
diverse and harmonious society.  The document 
acknowledges that diversity makes us stronger, 
identifies shared rights and responsibilities and 
outlines strategic directions and priorities of a vision 
for the future.  The document is illustrated with 
engaging stories of migrants who have made Australia 
home. 

Please find an excerpt below: 

Multicultural Australia:  United, Strong, Successful

Shared Values
Our values unite us and create social bonds 
between us. They provide the foundation for our 
society and a shared future in which everyone 
belongs. Our values are based on:

RESPECT
•  We respect and we are committed to the rule  
    of law and allegiance to Australia.
•  We have respect for the liberty and dignity of  
    all individuals.
•  We value our diversity and embrace mutual  
    respect, inclusion, fairness and compassion.

EQUALITY
•  We support equality of men and women.
•  We believe in equality before the law.
•  We believe in equality of opportunity for all.

FREEDOM
Our commitment to freedom is fundamental.
•  We support freedom of thought, speech,  
    religion, enterprise and association.
•  We are committed to a parliamentary  
    democracy. 
•  We take responsibility for fulfilling our civic  
    duties.

Practices and behaviours that undermine our 
values have no place in Australia.

We all benefit from our nation’s economic 
success, cultural and religious freedom and 
diversity.  Maintaining a strong commitment to 
our common values is in the best interests of the 
Australian people.

Shared rights and responsibilities
We recognise the importance of mutual respect 
and mutual responsibility. Our success as a 
multicultural society is due to a balance of rights 
and responsibilities that ensure a stable, resilient 
and harmonious society where we seek to give 
everyone the opportunity to contribute to - and 
benefit from - our prosperity.

Ours is a society founded on a liberal-democratic 
tradition in which the fundamental rights of every 
individual are inviolable. 

Citizenship is a privilege and, as part of the 
Australian Citizenship Ceremony, new citizens 
pledge and affirm ‘loyalty to Australia and its 
people, whose democratic beliefs I share, whose 
rights and liberties I respect, and whose laws I will 
uphold and obey’.

Australians rightly expect that everyone who is in 
our country, whether or not they are Australian 
citizens, obeys Australian laws, supports our 
democratic process, and treats all people with 
respect and dignity. 

The document is available for download from 
https://goo.gl/H2T6jy

https://goo.gl/H2T6jy
https://goo.gl/H2T6jy
https://www.dss.gov.au/settlement-and-multicultural-affairs/australian-governments-multicultural-statement
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Precisely in the field of dialogue, particularly 
interreligious dialogue, we are constantly called 
to walk together, in the conviction that the future 
also depends on the encounter of religions and 
cultures...

Three basic areas, if properly linked to one 
another, can assist in this dialogue: 
  
•  The duty to respect one’s own identity  
    and that of others, because true dialogue  
    cannot be built on ambiguity or a willingness  
    to sacrifice some good for the sake of pleasing  
    others. 

•  The courage to accept differences,  
    because those who are different, either                        
    culturally or religiously, should not be seen  
    or treated as enemies, but rather welcomed as  
    fellow-travellers, in the genuine conviction that  
    the good of each resides in the good of all. 

•  Sincerity of intentions, because dialogue, as  
    an authentic expression of our humanity, is not  
    a strategy for achieving specific goals, but  
    rather a path to truth, one that deserves to  
    be undertaken patiently, in order to transform  
    competition into cooperation.

An education in respectful openness and sincere 
dialogue with others, recognizing their rights and 
basic freedoms, particularly religious freedom, 
represents the best way to build the future together, 
to be builders of civility. For the only alternative to 
the civility of encounter is the incivility of conflict. 

To counter effectively the barbarity of those who 
foment hatred and violence, we need to accompany 
young people, helping them on the path to maturity 
and teaching them to respond to the incendiary 
logic of evil by patiently working for the growth 
of goodness. In this way, young people, like well-
planted trees, can be firmly rooted in the soil of 
history, and, growing heavenward in one another’s 
company, can daily turn the polluted air of hatred 
into the oxygen of fraternity.

In facing this great cultural challenge, one that is 
both urgent and exciting, we, Christians, Muslims 
and all believers, are called to offer our specific 
contribution: “We live under the sun of the one 
merciful God… Thus, in a true sense, we can call one 
another brothers and sisters… since without God 
the life of man would be like the heavens without 
the sun”. May the sun of a renewed fraternity in the 
name of God rise in this sun-drenched land, to be 
the dawn of a civilization of peace and encounter. 
May Saint Francis of Assisi, who eight centuries 
ago came to Egypt and met Sultan Malik al-Kamil, 
intercede for this intention.

Excerpts from Pope Francis’ speech to Peace Conference at 
Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt, 28 April 2017

Pope Francis greets Sheikh Al-Azhar
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Pope Francis in Egypt
Dale Gavlak (CNS) reported that Pope Francis’ 
historic, 72-hour visit to Cairo left a profound mark 
on Egyptians as they anticipate increased ties with 
fellow Orthodox Christians and Muslims.

“The pope’s visit was a big blessing to the 
Egyptians, both Muslims and Christians. It boosted 
the morale of the Egyptian people, especially after 
the Palm Sunday blasts,” Father Rafic Greiche, 
spokesman for the Egyptian bishops, told Catholic 
News Service by phone. “He gave a message of love, 
peace and hope.”

Even more important, he said, was the historic 
improvement in ecumenical ties between the 
Catholic and the Coptic Orthodox churches. Pope 
Francis and Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros II 
signed a declaration on common baptism. There 
are many mixed marriages between Catholics and 
Orthodox in Egypt. Now both churches agreed 
to recognize each other’s sacrament of baptism 
and pledged to continue working toward greater 
unity. Previously the Coptic Orthodox required new 
members joining the church - including those who 
had previously been baptized as Catholic - to be 
baptized again.

The meeting of Pope Francis and Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi hopefully created a positive 
relationship and a better understanding which 
is important for the protection of the country’s 
Christians, who are among the oldest communities 
in the Middle East. Pope Francis has backed Egypt’s 
efforts to tackle Islamic militancy, saying the 
country has a special role to play in forging regional 
peace as well as in “vanquishing all violence and 
terrorism.”

Pope Francis’ call to expose extremist violence 
carried out in God’s name impacted Sheik Ahmad 
el-Tayeb, who heads Al-Azhar University in Cairo. He 
hosted the International Peace Conference attended 
by Pope Francis, Pope Tawadros and Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, the spiritual head of the 
Eastern Orthodox churches.

Pope Francis also met with Egyptian seminarians, 
priests and religious before wrapping up his Cairo 
visit, leaving a deep impression on them, too. 

For more information see: https://goo.gl/h6CpYZ  

God, the lover of life, never ceases to love 
man, and so he exhorts us to reject the way of 
violence as the necessary condition for every 
earthly “covenant”. Above all and especially in 
our day, the religions are called to respect this 
imperative, since, for all our need of the Absolute, 
it is essential that we reject any “absolutizing” 
that would justify violence. For violence is the 
negation of every authentic religious expression.

As religious leaders, we are called, therefore, 
to unmask the violence that masquerades as 
purported sanctity and is based more on the 
“absolutizing” of selfishness than on authentic 
openness to the Absolute. We have an obligation 
to denounce violations of human dignity and 
human rights, to expose attempts to justify every 
form of hatred in the name of religion, and to 
condemn these attempts as idolatrous caricatures 
of God: Holy is his name, he is the God of peace, 
God salaam. Peace alone, therefore, is holy and 
no act of violence can be perpetrated in the name 
of God, for it would profane his Name.

Religion, however, is not meant only to unmask 
evil; it has an intrinsic vocation to promote peace, 
today perhaps more than ever. Without giving 
in to forms of facile syncretism, our task is that 
of praying for one another, imploring from God 
the gift of peace, encountering one another, 
engaging in dialogue and promoting harmony 
in the spirit of cooperation and friendship. …. 
God assures all those who trust in his love that 
“the way of love lies open to men and that the 
effort to establish universal brotherhood is not 
vain”. Rather, that effort is essential: it is of little 
or no use to raise our voices and run about to 
find weapons for our protection: what is needed 
today are peacemakers, not fomenters of conflict; 
firefighters and not arsonists; preachers of 
reconciliation and not instigators of destruction. 

For more information see: 
https://goo.gl/gFDWR5 

http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2017/catholic-leaders-papal-trip-was-blessing-for-christian-muslim-egyptians.cfm
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2017/april/documents/papa-francesco_20170428_egitto-conferenza-pace.html
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PO Box 968, North Sydney, NSW 2059
P: (02) 93528013 F: 02 8920 1526 
E: cmr.cmi@columban.org.au 

Name:

Institution:

Street:

Suburb:                                                       P/Code:

Email:

Number of hard copies required  

GIFT TO COLUMBAN MISSION INSTITUTE  $

Bridges Subscription
Help us spread the news about the Centre and 

BRIDGES and send us the names and addresses of 
all those who may be interested in subscribing to 
a hard copy (please complete the form), or invite 

them to subscribe directly on-line at
 www.columban.org.au/publications/bridges/

There are no subscription fees for BRIDGES, but a 
kind donation would be appreciated to help cover 

the costs of production and postage.

What’s coming up
26-28 June*:  Eid al-Fitr, Feast celebrating the end of Ramadan (Muslim)

09 July: Multicultural Eid Festival & Fair (MEFF), Fairfield Showground, 494 Smithfield Rd,  
   Prairiewood NSW 2176 

16 July: Abraham Conference, 2.00pm – 6.00pm, Parramatta Mission Fellowship Hall, 119    
  Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 2150.   

29 July: Australian Premiere of The Sultan & the Saint, 7.00pm - 9.30 pm, Sir Ian and Nancy Turbott 
Auditorium, Western Sydney University (South Campus), James Ruse Drive, Parramatta, NSW 2150 

 

15 August:  Dormition/Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (Orthodox, Catholic) 

20 August:  Youth PoWR 2017, 2.00pm – 6.00pm, Santa 
Sabina College, 90 The Boulevarde, Strathfield NSW 2135

02 September*: Eid al-Adha (Feast of Sacrifice), culmination 
of Hajj Pilgrimage (Muslim)

21 September*:  1st of Muharram, Hijri New Year (Muslim)

30 September*: 10th Muharram, Ashura (Martyrdom of 
Hussain) (Muslim)

* Depends on sighting of moon

https://www.facebook.com/MEFFAMC/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/abraham-conference-2017-many-faiths-one-humanity-racism-inclusiveness-tickets-34846509849
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-sultan-and-the-saint-sydney-premiere-screening-tickets-34350490241
https://www.facebook.com/Youth.PoWR/
https://www.youthpowr.com/
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Unity Productions Foundation
Presents

S Y D N E Y  P R E M I E R E

A docudrama film about Muslim-Christian Peacemaking
Narrated by Academy Award Winner Jeremy Irons

www.SultanAndTheSaintFilm.com

Saturday, 29 July 2017
7.00 pm
Program followed by refreshments

Tickets $10
TO RESERVE YOUR TICKETS VISIT

SultanSaintSydney.Eventbrite.com.au

WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 

PARRAMATTA SOUTH CAMPUS

SIR IAN AND NANCY TURBOTT AUDITORIUM 

BUILDING EE, ROOM G.19

Corner of Victoria Road and James 

Ruse Drive (entrance via Victoria Road)

Parramatta NSW

THE TRUE STORY OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND THE  
SULTAN OF EGYPT AND THE RISKS THEY TOOK FOR PEACE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT COLUMBAN CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS 
info.cccmr@columban.org.au, (02) 9352 8000

SPONSORS
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