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From the Columban Leader Australia report

Dear Columban friends,
Thank you for your ongoing support of Columban mission across the world as 
the coronavirus continues to spread rampantly. Your generous donations have 
helped provide the daily necessities of food and medicines to the vulnerable 
poor who have been most affected by the pandemic. We pray for those who 
have tragically lost their lives to the virus and for their loved ones. We thank the 
health care workers who continue to courageously care for the sick and dying.
In the First week of July, Fr Trevor Trotter, Columban Oceania Regional Director, 
joined other members for the Second Assembly of the Plenary Council. 
Columban Fr Patrick McInerney was one of the periti. The last time the Catholic 
Church in Australia held a Plenary Council was in 1937. The members of the 
Plenary Council were commissioned to listen to and hear “what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches”. From all accounts, the Holy Spirit was both comforter 
and disrupter. Among the many highlights of the Assembly, the members 
affirmed overwhelmingly the Uluru Statement of the Heart and the calls for 
bipartisan constitutional recognition of Indigenous Australians.
This year we commemorate the 100th anniversary of our Columban Art Calendar 
- https://bit.ly/3J9Au6O This iconic calendar has found its home in many families 
throughout Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. We thank you for purchasing our 
Calendar every year to help raise funds for Columban mission. Through your 
generosity we have supported Columban projects overseas providing a place of 
shelter for migrant workers and trafficked peoples, education for children from 
impoverished homes and healthcare for the poor and marginalized. 
The October 2020 edition of our Columban Far East magazine marked the 100th 
year since it was first published in 1920 - https://bit.ly/3za43jL The first group of 
Columbans arrived in Australia in January of that same year. Archbishop Peter 
Comensoli granted the Columbans permission to visit parishes and promote 
The Far East magazine in the Archdiocese of Melbourne. However, due to the 
COVID-19 lockdowns it wasn’t possible to begin the promotion of The Far East 
until May this year. We are grateful for the thousands of Columban supporters 
who subscribe to The Far East, and we hope to receive new subscribers over the 
coming years.
During the year we continued to broaden our mission education and fundraising 
through social media. We launched our first Columban Daily Prayer ebook - 
https://bit.ly/3OB0kSj as well as our Visio Divina reflection  of our Columban 
Calendar Artwork - https://bit.ly/3z4Ie5n New articles appear daily on our 
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Columban website and face book page sharing the stories of 
Columban missionaries who stand in solidarity with the poor 
and the exploited earth.

The Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations (CCCMR) 
- https://bit.ly/3PVwYyV and partners launched a women’s 
interfaith group in Western Sydney, called the Western Sydney Women’s 
Interfaith Initiative - https://bit.ly/3viChAK The Centre continued to promote and 
give education on The Sydney Statement - building bridges between believers 
form different religions - https://bit.ly/3zxEEls Interfaith openness was embodied 
in our Columban response to the global synodal consultation. 
A Consultation on Interreligious Dialogue initiated by the Centre brought 
together a diverse group of Catholics from different traditions. A Rabbi and 
a Muslim scholar (a man and a woman respectively) shared their hopes and 
expectations of Catholic attitudes and behaviours towards Jews and Muslims 
respectively. This listening exercise modelled a concrete way for Catholics to turn 
‘outwards’ to listen to others rather than simply ‘talking amongst themselves’ 
about synodality. The Centre supported the Diocese of Parramatta in establishing 
a Diocesan Interfaith Commission.
The Columban Peace, Ecology and Justice (PEJ) Office gave a two-day seminar for 
the priests of the Sale Diocese on Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’. The input 
was well received by the bishop and priests. Columban Fr Charles Rue produced 
two new Liturgical Resources for the Season of Creation: 7 Days of Creation 
Scriptural Prayers and Reflections Year B and Prayers of Hope in Times of Turmoil 
- A Catholic Season of Creation Year B - https://bit.ly/3vDOaS3
The Columban Society obtained accreditation to be an observer at the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity meeting in Geneva in March 2022 in the lead 
up to COP 15 to be held in Montreal, Canada in December this year. Our PEJ 
office contributed to the Columban’s Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 
Statement and Policy recommendations which we sent to the Australian 
government representative of the Convention. 
St Columbans Mission Society is actively committed to fostering communities of 
safeguarding that recognise and uphold the dignity and rights of all children and 



adults at risk. We have reviewed and implemented our safeguarding policies, 
and all Columban priests and co-workers continue to participate in annual 
safeguarding training. 
Fr George Hogarty returned to the Region of Oceania in June last year. He was 
in lockdown in Sydney for several months before arriving in Essendon in mid-
November. George has taken up his new ministry of promoting The Far East 
magazine in the Archdiocese of Melbourne and doing mass supplies in various 
parishes across the Archdiocese.
After being stranded in Australia for two years due to the closures of 
international borders, Frs Bernie Lane, Dan Harding and Dom Nolan returned to 
Peru, Chile and the Philippines respectively. Columban Priest Associate,  
Fr Michael McKinnon from the Diocese of Ballarat eventually made his way to 
Peru where he has been assigned for 6 years. 
The year saw Fr Bill Moran celebrate his 60th year of ordination in July 2021,  
Fr John Hegerty celebrated his 50th year of ordination in August 2021, and Gary 
Walker, Jim Mulroney and Frank McKay celebrated their 50th year of ordination 
in May 2022. We thank them for their many years of missionary service across 
the world in Chile, Peru, Fiji, Jamaica, Japan, HK and Australia. 
Fr Bill Moran passed away suddenly at St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne on July 8, 
2022. Bill worked in Chile and held important positions of leadership in Australia 
during his 61 years of priestly ministry - Regional Director, Regional Bursar and 
Rector of the seminary. We offer our condolences to Bill’s family and friends.
I invite you to watch our 2022 Annual Report video which highlights all the 
activities during the year - https://bit.ly/3zymO1Z Let us continue to pray for 
peace in our world. May we be instruments of God’s peace in our families and 
communities. May God bless you, our supporters and all our loved ones.

Fr Peter O’Neill 
Columban Leader Australia 
leaderaus@columban.org.au
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During the year ended March 31, 2022, Columban benefactors donated 
$1,871,282 (2021: $4,513,408) to support the work of Columbans in Australia 
and overseas. The decrease in total donations received in 2022 can be attributed 
to a significant bequest revenue reduction. The 2022-year bequests comprised 
34% (2021: 73%) of donation income - https://bit.ly/3J32Nnj 

The pie chart below provides a high-level breakdown of how donations received 
in the 2022 year were expended.
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Financial summary

Overseas Mission Funds are remitted to the Society’s General Council. The 
General Council allocates the funds received from Australia, Britain, New Zealand 
and the USA to the overseas mission units that require financial support.
 
Mission in Australia expenditure covers the work of Columbans in Australia. 
Income earned by Columbans and any contributions made to Society by 
Columbans is used to reduce Mission in Australia costs. Also included in the 
financial support for the work of Peace Ecology and Justice, the Columban Centre 
for Christian Muslim Relations, the cost (net of subscription revenue) to publish 
The Far East magazine and the surplus from the sale of the 2022 Columban Art 
Calendar - https://bit.ly/3orwAwx

Net Administration Costs include the expenditure to administer the Society and 
its membership and the activities of the regional office located at Essendon in 
Victoria. Interest income has been allocated against this cost.

Overseas Mission

Mission in Australia

Net Administration Costs

Application of donations received in 2022 year
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https://bit.ly/3b5YPxx

Thank you

We thank all Columban friends who generously supported us during the 2021/22 
challenging year.

Your Columban Legacy

St Columbans Mission Society has been able to work with the poor in many 
countries throughout Asia and South America because generous people had 
the vision to contribute to our work through a gift in their Will. We offer our 
heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of all those who left a gift to the 
St Columbans Mission Society during the 2021/22 year - https://bit.ly/3J32Nnj

Vocations

Missionary priests and lay missionaries are as needed today as ever they were in 
the past to bring Christ to the nations of the Earth. As Columban benefactors and 
friends, you can help promote vocations to the Columbans through your prayers, 
and by actively promoting vocations amongst young people - https://bit.ly/3OBR7sC



In September 2021, the Columban Peace, Ecology and Justice Office was invited 
to present to the Bishop and clergy of the Diocese of Sale on Pope Francis’ 
Encyclical letter, Laudato Si’ - on care for our common home. Columban Fr Kevin 
O’Neill and Sr Caroline Vaitkunas rsm presented four sessions which invited 
reflection and conversation on the meaning and challenge that Laudato Si’ has 
for life and ministry.

The sessions focused on: Our personal story and that of humankind in the 
present context of creation, Laudato Si’ and Catholic social teaching, the Laudato 
Si Action Platform and the Australian Catholic Bishops Social Justice Statement 
2021 ‘Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor’. 

The Columban Peace, Ecology and Justice bulletin for the Season of Creation 
2021, featured Fr Charles Rue’s liturgical resources ‘7 Days of Creation, Scriptural 
Prayers and Reflection Year B’ and ‘Prayers of Hope in Times of Turmoil - a 
Catholic Season of Creation Sundays of September Year B.’ 
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Peace, Ecology and Justice (PEJ) 
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Another highlight of the year was helping to formulate the Statement and Policy 
Recommendations made by the Missionary Society of St Columban in the lead up 
to the United Nations Biological Diversity Conference - COP 15. 

The Peace, Ecology and Justice Office followed up this work with a letter to 
the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment in the Australian 
Government. The new global biodiversity framework will be signed off by 
member countries including Australia, at COP 15, later this year. 

The May 2022 Peace, Ecology and Justice bulletin featured a video conversation 
to focus on the impacts of climate change and environmental destruction in Fiji. 
During the conversation, Tevita Naikasowalu, from the Columban Peace, Ecology 
and Justice Office in Fiji, shared stories about the daily reminders and hardships 
associated with these changes, and how Columban missionaries are working 
together with local communities and Church agencies to make a difference. 

https://bit.ly/3vgmiD8



The Sydney Statement: The major event for the Columban Centre for Christian-
Muslim Relations in the past year was the launch of The Sydney Statement, an 
interfaith charter for Building Bridges Between Believers from Different Religions. 
Unique among other interfaith statements, the content was generated by young 
adults. It provides practical steps for building a multicultural, multi-religious 
society.

The Sydney Statement was launched at a gala event in the Sydney Town Hall 
in March 2021 with civic and religious leaders. It was accompanied by an 
e-mail blitz to thousands, including all schools and local councils across NSW. 
We promoted it on social media and in our newsletter Bridges. We shared it 
with international interfaith contacts for promotion overseas. We presented it 
ourselves at the Parliament of the World’s Religions in October 2021. The Sydney 
Statement is available as a poster, a booklet, and on a dedicated website, packed 
with interfaith resources. 

It is world class. I strongly urge you to look up the website,  
https://bit.ly/3zxEEls read, sign and share it to your family and networks. 

Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations 
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WSWII: In mid-year we also launched 
the Western Sydney Women’s  
IntHERfaith Initiative. This provides a 
platform for women of different faiths 
to come together and to support one 
another. It is proving very popular. 

The Plenary Council: The leaders of 
the Plenary Council recognised the 
Centre’s expertise in interfaith, We 
had already contributed to the original 
consultations and to a group writing up 
one of the themes. 

I was invited to be an Advisor to the 
Plenary Council. I have made sure 
that interfaith gets mentioned in their 
deliberations.  

The Synod of Bishops: We also contributed a ground-breaking consultation on 
interreligious dialogue for the Synod of Bishops. We invited representatives 
from the dioceses. To make it genuinely interfaith, we invited a Jewish rabbi and 
a Muslim scholar to speak to our guests about their hopes and expectations of 
Catholic attitudes and behaviours towards Jews and Muslims.

The Interfaith Commission: The most exciting development is that the Diocese 
of Parramatta has established an interfaith commission to carry the interfaith 
apostolate forward in the parishes, schools and other diocesan and interfaith 
organisations in Western Sydney. We look forward to cooperating and supporting 
them in this very important apostolate. 

COVID: Many of our activities were carried out under COVID restrictions. When 
isolated, we used phone and IT to maintain contacts with our interfaith friends 
and partners. COVID showed that we are all vulnerable together, and no one is 
saved alone. Given the divisiveness, prejudices, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia 
in our society, the work of interfaith is more important than ever. 

Women’s Multi-faith Perspectives on  
Family Violence Forum.



Seasons of Creation - Climate Change Lamentation 
 
This video is a representation of Archbishop Peter 
Loy Chong’s Climate Change Lamentation song. 

The song tells the story of Pacific Islanders united 
response to addressing the urgent issues of 
climate change and environmental destruction 
affecting their nations.  
 
https://bit.ly/3S0PQyp
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Multi-media productions 2021 -2022

2021 Columban Christmas Appeal 
 
In this video we demonstrate that the COVID-19 
pandemic has taught us that we are all  
inter-connected. Everybody is facing the same 
challenge. This can lead to a deeper awareness of 
one of the great truths of our Christian faith, that 
we are all one family, the one family of God and 
that we share a common home, this earth. 

The video encourages benefactors to donate and support the 2021 Columban 
Christmas Appeal. 
 
https://bit.ly/3PKUezE
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eBook - Columban Daily Prayer 
 
A promotional video advertising the Columban 
ebook. The video includes a description of the 
product, features, inclusions, etc, encouraging 
new and existing benefactors to purchase. 

https://bit.ly/3PEWHvI



Lenten Resource 2022 - Lenten Odyssey 
 
A promotional video advertising the Lenten 
Odyssey resource which includes the Scripture 
readings for the five Sundays of Lent. Targeted 
at individuals, parishes and schools, the video 
demonstrates how the resource can be used in 
Lenten reflection and prayer.

https://bit.ly/3PNsElk 

Columban Far East Parish Appeal 
 
An intro video for parishes about Columban 
missionaries and their work that is published in 
our mission magazine, The Far East. The video 
also features a message of gratitude from the 
Society Leader, Fr Tim Mulroy SSC to all our 
friends and benefactors. 
  
https://bit.ly/3RZlife  

Importance of Interfaith Dialogue 
 
This video includes women leaders in the 
Buddhist, Hindu and Sikh traditions, speaking 
about the importance of interfaith dialogue to 
their faith and lives.
  
https://bit.ly/3OAANIX 
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S U P P O R T

Gift in Will
'Do what you can'  Bishop Edward J Galvin

Remember the Columbans in your Will

We cannot take our earthly possessions with us, but we can so dispose of them 
that our good works will continue after we are gone. By leaving a gift to Columban 
Missionaries in your Will you become a partner in our work and you are leaving a 

lasting legacy for the future. Why not speak to your lawyer about it?

AUS: (03) 9375 9475 AUS: bequest@columban.org.au AUS: www.columban.org.au

For more information contact us:


