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A CATHOLIC SEASON OF CREATION: LITURGICAL RESOURCE

THE WAY GOD THINKS

I will walk in the presence of the Lord Ps 114
 
READ THE LECTIONARY ECOLOGICALLY

[Is 50; Ps 114; Jm 2; Mk 8] 

Look upon your people in their moments of need 
The Lord has open my ear
I set my face like flint
Walk in the presence of the Lord
The Lord protects the simple hearts
I have faith by showing you my good deeds
My only glory is the cross
The way you think is not God’s way but man’s
Take up the cross and follow me
Lose life … for the sake of the Gospel will save it.

GREETING

The Scripture today reminds us that we are graced to think as 
God thinks. In our joys and hopes, anxiety and pain; in every 
crisis of our human journey have we chosen to think as God 
thinks and even suffer for that good?

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

1.  Church Leaders – The prophets raised up by God corrected 
Israel’s leaders. That our Church leaders preach the teaching 
of Laudato Si’ as authentic apostles … we pray

2.  God’s Thinking – God’s way of thinking is not that of humans. 
That our national leaders have integrity and focus on the 
common good of both people and country … we pray

3.  The Cross - Jesus transformed the meaning of suffering. That 
our parish members not fly from suffering but freely choose it 
when part of serving Earth and people … we pray 

4.  Science – Humans are created in the likeness of God. That we 
learn from scientific arguments to become just stewards within 
creation, managing Earth’s resources for the long-term good 
… we pray 

5.  Cumulative Impacts – God’s ways were only gradually 
revealed within the history of Israel. That we confront any 
gradual erosion of the values that uphold our local community 
and care for environment … we pray

6.  Big History – God is present in all events of history. That we 
be open to new ways of understanding a bigger story of the 
evolution of the Universe … we pray 

DISMISSAL

Jesus tested the leadership of Peter. We go from this Eucharist 
resolved to think as God’s thinks as we serve the good of 
neighbours and Earth itself.

SEASON OF CREATION

Creation Time focuses on the human vocation to be humble 
servants within all creation (Mk 10:41-45). It invites believers to 
think as God thinks. The human role is not to lord it over either 
people or Earth. Our vocation rejects the model of industry 
captains who exploit the Earth’s natural resources and make 
workers into slaves. Jesus corrected Peter. He reversed ideas 
of power teaching that leaders are called to serve. Reflection 
during Creation time has us purposely design investment 
options. We do this in the light of ecological science and the 
availability of new technology to place resources in the service 
of all God’s creation.

HYMNS

1. All people that on Earth do dwell
2. Psalm 116: I will walk before the Lord 
3. Keep in mind
4. Here I am, Lord (Lord of sea and sky)
5. Go now, you are sent forth

WHAT CAN I DO?

• Ask your local Council if it uses the Triple Bottom Line test
• Twin with a Laudato Si’ Parish
• Enrol in an environmental course at TAFE

24 B SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

His divine presence, which ensures the subsistence 
and growth of each being, “continues the work of 
creation”. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #80

The Spirit of life dwells in every living creature and 
calls us to enter into relationship … Discovering this 
presence leads us to cultivate the ecological virtues. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #88
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COVENANT

Jesus knew God as a loving Father, passed on God’s way of 
thinking and prayed to share God’s life with his disciples (Jn 17:1-
4, 17-18). The same God was a loving father in the story of the 
‘Adam Covenant’ (Gn 2:5-10). The People of Israel repeated the 
story of God loving creation and mothering their nation (Ho 11:3-
4). They lit the Havdalah candle as a sign of God’s spiritual ‘eight 
day of the week’. Made in the image of God, humankind found its 
habitat, its home, as an Earthly creature. Jesus is the New Adam 
who heals all broken relationship with the Creator God (1 Co 
15:45-49). Every generation of Church communities has to face 
its own reality, make choices and live with the consequences of 
its choices (Rm 6:12-14). As believers journey they keep retelling 
the story and give themselves to be co-creators with God in the 
Risen Christ of a transformed Earth (1 Co 1:4-9).

CHAMPIONS AND SAINTS

Miriam Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann was born near Daly River 
in 1950, a Ngangiwumirr woman but like other Australian 
Aborigines she had no rights. In 1965 Miriam Rose was baptised 
a Catholic and became a Teaching Assistant. Keenly interested 
in painting, her unique imagery informs her Australian Stations 
of the Cross. In 1993 she became Principal of St. Francis Xavier 
School Daly River. She gained a Master of Education with a 
focus on the integration of traditional and western education for 
Aboriginal children and adults. Miriam Rose encouraged other 
women to study as teachers, convinced of the need for more 
Aboriginal teachers to work among non-Aboriginal students. 
Freed from a slave like existence her service in writing, painting 
and education was recognised with an honorary doctorate from 
the Northern Territory University.

MYSTICISM

Seeking the truth has been a spiritual pathway in every religious 
tradition – from the Jewish Decalogue to the teachings of the 
Buddha. But denial and lies contend with truth. Jesus confronted 
the Father of Lies (Jn 8:44). World economists and national 
leaders can be fooled when shaping policies by misinformation 
coming from paid lobbyists. Many individuals and institutions fall 
victim to hysterical fad-think. Truth and logical thinking has to be 
taught. It is a spiritual calling for parents to form their children 
to be truthful. Seeking truth leads to respect for the systems of 
Earth. They form the bio-sphere and embody the physics and 
chemistry of truth. 

ECOLOGICAL INSIGHT

Earth is a complex system of interacting physical, chemical 
and biological ‘spheres’. These systems can be mapped 
and are predictable even if complex. The impact of human 
choices on these systems can also be mapped and these too 
are predictable. The atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, 
geosphere and polar spheres all inter-link and their processes 
overlap. No part of the holistic Earth system can be considered 
in isolation. Likewise, Earth systems interact within the envelopes 
of the solar system and galaxy beyond. Slowly or fast, they 
significantly impact Earth systems. Knowledge of these systems 
is an unfolding story. It is a source of mystery and delight. http://
serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/Earthsystem/nutshell/index.html

LOCAL POETRY AND LITERATURE

The style of missionary service given by Archbishop Polding in 
the 19th century is an example of using a culture of education 
and privilege to serve the community. An English Benedictine 
missionary, he brought religious services to a widely-scattered 
and underprivileged flock over the whole of Australia.  http://adb.
anu.edu.au/biography/polding-john-bede-2557 

Land of my birth! Tho’ now, alas! No more
Musing I wander on thy sea-girt shore …
Dear Australasia can I e’er forget
Thee Mother Earth? 
William Charles Wentworth Australasia
http://www.poetrylibrary.edu.au/poets/wentworth-william-charles/
australasia-0009001 

contemplating the Creator who lives among us and 
surrounds us, whose presence “must not be contrived 
but found, uncovered. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #225

The monks sought the desert, convinced that it was the 
best place for encountering the presence of God. Later, 
Saint Benedict of Norcia proposed that his monks live 
in community … Seeing manual labour as spiritually 
meaningful. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #126


