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A CATHOLIC SEASON OF CREATION: LITURGICAL RESOURCE

SERVANTS TO LIFE

The Lord upholds my life Ps 53

READ THE LECTIONARY ECOLOGICALLY

[Ws 2; Ps 53; Jm 3; Mk 9] 

The godless say … let us lie in wait
God will take his part
The Lord upholds my life
Sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness 
Find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony
You have an ambition you cannot satisfy
Prayed for something to indulge your own desires
They did not understand what he said
To be first … last of all and servant of all 
Welcomes not me but the one who sent me
Put into action the mystery we celebrate

GREETING

Today’s Readings remind us God graces cosmic and human 
evolution with purpose. The death of Jesus is not some 
punishment arbitrarily imposed but freely chosen. Have we 
chosen to live a life with purpose or fallen into escapism? 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

1.  Ambition - God’s truth becomes clouded by our ambition and 
self-indulgence, like air pollution. That our Church not be 
swayed by status but serve life for the whole Earth community 
… we pray 

2.  Systems - God raised up leaders with integrity to serve Israel. 
That political and company leaders not hide behind faceless 
systems of control but be publicly accountable … we pray

3.  Equinox – God gives Spring and Autumn as seasons of 
change. That Christians monitor the rhythm of their lives by 
reading the Pope’s message of integral ecology … we pray

4.  Ridicule - Humanity insults the Wisdom of God with self-
important plans. That we stop ridiculing campaigners for good, 
especially women as prophets … we pray 

5.  Darkness –God colours our minds with light and our hearts 
with courage. That we be free from the darkness of ignorance 
and self-doubt to live the Gospel in confidence and hope … 
we pray 

6.  Serve Life – God created all life on Earth. That we rejoice with 
scientists as they discover new ways of caring for life and 
cooperate with them … we pray

DISMISSAL

This celebration has given us a new understanding about the 
struggle for good in the human journey. We go out confident of 
God’s providence in every struggle.

SEASON OF CREATION

Pope Benedict XVI called for ‘a new understanding of the 
inseparability of Creation and Redemption’ (20.08.08). Bringing 
ecological insights about cycles of death and new life into 
a liturgical Season of Creation leads believers to a deeper 
appreciation of the Cross as part of Transformation. Ecology 
does not fixate on the language and imagery of so-called ‘nice 
creation’ but remembers that from the beginning of creation 
life contended with death. Believers are called to be servants 
of life rising from death. Liturgical prayer can help them be 
ecologically, socially, psychological and spiritually sensitive when 
Cross and Resurrection are a continuum.

HYMNS

1. A new heart for a new world 
2. Make me a channel of your peace
3. You satisfy the hungry heart
4. Be not afraid 
5. We are Called (Come! Live in the light)

WHAT CAN I DO?

• Learn about air pollution in the Hunter Valley NSW
• Learn about air pollution from road tunnels
• Learn about the causes of lung diseases 
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[damaged] natural environment  … social environment. 
Both are ultimately due to the same evil: the notion 
that there are no indisputable truths to guide our lives, 
and hence human freedom is limitless. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #6

I believe that Saint Francis is the example par 
excellence of care for the vulnerable and of an integral 
ecology. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #10
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COVENANT 

The Earth shook and the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
when Jesus died (Mt 27:45-51). An ‘Apocalyptic Covenant’ of 
calamity and dark days is part of Scriptural writings (Mt 24:15-
21). God will only lay waste to the Earth leaving it writhing and 
mourning because the people have broken God’s covenant (Is 
24:1-6). Earthquakes and floods feature in apocalyptic literature 
as signs calling for a change of heart (Rv 16:8-9). As a sign of 
repentance and hearts torn, sack cloth and ashes were worn 
instead of finery (Jl 2:13, 3:24). An apocalyptic vision of liberation 
is given as the Chariot (Ezk 1:4-12). Life with God in paradise was 
written about in apocalyptic terms of the New Jerusalem. At its 
centre was the presence of God living among people (Rv 21:3). 
Disasters and calamities are real on the human journey but all 
things can be made to work for good for those who love God 
(Rm 8:28). 
  

CHAMPIONS AND SAINTS

Rachel Carson (1907-1964) grew up in Pennsylvania USA 
enjoying the river-lands near her home and later studied marine 
biology. A good communicator, she wrote radio scripts such as 
Romance Under the Waters to popularize the emerging science 
of ecology and was recognised as a lyric poet writing of wonder 
and beauty in books such as Undersea. But darkness began 
to cover the land and oceans with the widespread spraying 
of synthetic pesticides such as DDT developed under military 
funding. From 1957 she became vocal about her concern. 
In 1962 she published Silent Spring which is often seen as 
launching the environmental movement. Australian writer William 
Lines wonders why near half of committed eco-activists in 
Australia were brought up as Catholics. https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Rachel_Carson

MYSTICISM

The Cross of Jesus twins with the Resurrection. Ecological 
martyrs live spirituality that makes death and life as one. Russian 
Nikolai Vivilov and 14 companions protected a seed bank 
during the 1942 siege of St Petersburg even though themselves 
starving. Chico Mendes was murdered by cattle ranchers 
in 1988 to protect the livelihood of rubber tappers. In 2016 
Berta Caceres, a Honduran woman, was murdered for helping 
protect the local community’s water supply. All of these people 
embraced suffering for the sake of others. Many eco-activists 
suffer ridicule for their stances and need the spiritual courage of 
the Cross.

ECOLOGICAL INSIGHT

Silviculture is a science that helps to balance the struggle 
between the needs of forest owners and of society. This 
balance is based on the primary value of forest sustainability 
and resilience. Growing this sustainability includes: setting 
clearing rates and stopping fragmentation of old growth 
forests; preserving habitat to care for biodiversity and wildlife; 
conservation and forest regeneration for water catchments. Rich 
forests were the basis for many human settlements but forests 
are fragile and can become deserts. Humanity must picture 
itself as servant of the forest rather than exploiters. http://www.
agriculture.gov.au/forestry/policies  The diversity of Australian 
forests prompts many to pray https://www.columban.org.au/
about-us/columban-videos/stations-of-the-forests/
 

LOCAL CULTURE

Australia has a tradition of poking fun at itself and others, an 
accepted part of its culture and literature. Parody can grow dark 
as ridicule, merely mocking, or make a positive contribution to 
social commentary. The Bulletin magazine offered early example 
of this type of publishing.  

one of the Australian ratbag traditions is 
to take a word and perversely use it as 
the opposite of its intended meaning.’ …
‘bluey’, a nickname for someone with red hair.

Max Harris The Australian Way with Words 
 http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/
henry-lawson 

The emptier a person’s heart is, the more he or she 
needs things to buy, own and consume. 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #204

(Mary Mother of God) grieves for the sufferings of the 
crucified poor and for the creatures of this world laid 
waste by human power 

Pope Francis Laudato Si’ #241


