
FOUR
MISSION VISIONS

2020

MISSION TO THE GAPS
ST COLUMBANS MISSION SOCIETY



Four Mission Visions 2020

Mission to the Gaps
INTRODUCTION

The four Gospels are Mission Statements telling four 
different stories about Jesus. Each uniquely addresses an 
audience and their varied aspirations.  

Mathew spoke to the desire of the Jewish people for a 
Messiah. Mark tells a straight-forward story of fulfilment 
for the newly baptised. Luke looks outward to ‘foreigners’ 
and their desire for a God who cares. John speaks to those 
seeking an advanced spiritual way. 

Jesus unifies these four Gospels. His compassion for 
people is powerfully expressed in images Jesus takes 
to himself: the hen gathering her chicks Mt 23:37; the 
shepherd taking care of the sheep Jn 21:36. Compassion 
for the people drove Jesus to love people in their place and 
time, bringing life to the full Jn 10:10. 

The Vatican II new catechumenate for adult baptism (RCIA) 
is a way to look to the hopes of people. For example, 
Koreans were not only living under a capitalist military 
dictatorship but were experiencing rapid industrialisation. 
They were looking for new values and new ways of living.

Columban Missionaries (Griffin, Diamond, Purcell, Daly, 
Rue) led in creating four new programs to help adult 
Koreans in their searching: an updated Penny catechism to 
include Scripture; a second program focused on Salvation 
History and God present in a modern emerging nation; 
a third drew on psychology to preach human fullness in 
Christ. Lastly, a fourth set the best parts of these three 
programs in a liturgical setting. 

Imagine innovative spaces wrote Pope Francis in his 2013 
Mission Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium: Joy of 
the Gospel #73. It carries an uplifting, even poetic vision, as 
well as suggesting practical ways to be missionary in our 
times (cf. Ch. 2 Eucharist and Laudato Si’ pp.19-22). 
The Columban Society - besides garnering prayers, 
vocations and finance for missionary work overseas - has 
a duty to raise local church awareness about mission. 
Columbans journey with ‘seekers’ to help read the signs of 
the times and preach the eternal mission of God’s loving 
out-pouring of self. The only limit to spreading the Good 
News is our imagination.

www.columban.org.au

Columban works in Pakistan.

Lay missionary, Jake Lunor (2nd from left) with parishioners
(L-R) Anasa, Jim and Patrick at a tree planting and clean-up drive,
Dogoru village, Labasa, Fiji.
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This four part resource helps us 
celebrate October as Mission 
Month. It reflects on:  
 
1. The call to active evangelisation

2. Build the faith community

3. The way of respectful listening   
    and speaking

4. Join with others to care for Earth 

Each believer and church 
community is a Missionary for 
Jesus. St Columban wrote, Let us 
be of Christ, not of ourselves.  

Columban Fr Michael Hoban with parishioners during the opening of the 
house for migrants, San Columbano Parish, Santiago Chile.

Missionary works in Taiwan.



We remember that the bishops at Vatican II asked 
believers to shed the light of faith on the major issues 
of our time (Church in The Modern World 10).

We remember the gift of the Adult Catechumenate 
(RCIA). Through it the Church in South Korea grew 
ten-fold in a decade to over five million believers. In 
addition, the RCIA structures ongoing renewal of their 
church communities - learning as they share the Gospel. 

Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he 
rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn 
refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had 
risen. He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all creation … Then the disciples went 
out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed his word by the signs that 
accompanied it. Mk16:14-15, 20

Pope Francis in The Joy of the Gospel wrote: Being a 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person (Jesus), 
which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction 
#7. I exhort all the communities to an ‘ever watchful 
scrutiny of the signs of the times’ as it looks again at 
what is the content of its proclamation. At this turning-
point in its history the joy of living frequently fades #52

Prayer of adult Baptism
We remember that Jesus was proclaimed Beloved 
Son of God at his baptism in the Jordon, and 
remember that he commissioned disciples to go 
to the nations and baptise. In our time and place, 
we thank you Father of Jesus for sharing this gift of 
Baptism with us. 

We publicly declare our love for your Son as his 
followers and our commitment to his Eucharistic 
community. May the Spirit of Jesus hover over us, and 
be light for our minds and warmth for our hearts. 

Forgiven and healed, reconciled with you and all our 
earthly kin, may we have the courage to go forth as 
His disciples proclaiming life to the full just as Jesus 
did. May we live in the power of His Spirit, free from 
self-absorption to live consciously as the Good News 
of blessing to all peoples and the Earth itself. 

Cherishing the day of our baptism, may your Reign 
flower in our evolving world and may we come to the 
fullness of life with you eternally. 

Amen.
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The call to active evangelisation

Columban Fr Rafael Ramirez (center) working on mission in Myanmar. 

www.columban.org.au
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Build the faith community

We remember that in the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart the Aboriginal community invite all Australians 
to enter into dialogue and cooperation. In the power of 
the Gospel we can live with mutual respect to hearing 
the cry of young people suffering unemployment and 
mental anguish.

We remember the tone of the Pope’s response to the 
Synod of the Amazon, not politics but poetry. Dreams 
help capture the mystery of God’s activity along the 
river and in the traditions and hopes cherished by its 
varied peoples. 

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? You are 
the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven. Mk 5:13-16

Pope Francis in The Joy of the Gospel wrote: I wish to 
encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new 
chapter of evangelization pointing out new paths for 
the Church’s journey #1. Imagine innovative spaces and 
possibilities for prayer and communion, which are more 
attractive and meaningful #73. The People of God is 
incarnate in the peoples of the Earth, each of which has 
its own culture #115, for there is a “mystique” of living 
together, of mingling and encounter, of embracing and 
supporting one another, of stepping into this flood tide 
which, while chaotic, can become a genuine experience 
of fraternity, a caravan of solidarity, a sacred pilgrimage 
#87.

Prayer for Australia
A blessing hymn for Australia - www.maristmusic.org.au

Click here for sheet music.

Columban staff member Ryan Epondulan (left) with Columban Fr Patrick 
McInerney at Youth PoWR, Sydney, Australia, 2019. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52422a6fe4b06209130d02bd/t/5887f5f93e00be9093f07fd0/1485305338009/A+Blessing+Hymn+for+Aust+Full+Accomp+%281%29.pdf
https://youtu.be/OD-X_Nh-Y4g
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We remember that the God of History is active in 
every segment of life calling us to find God present 
in the new movements - science and technology, 
economics and media.

We remember the voices rising from different 
cultures and religions, people of varied colour and 
political systems which all have a valued place 
within the family of God. 

Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do 
what I say? As for everyone who comes to me and 
hears my words and puts them into practice, I will 
show you what they are like. They are like a man 
building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent 
struck that house but could not shake it, because it 
was well built. Lk 6:46-48

Pope Francis in The Joy of the Gospel wrote: For 
the Church today, three areas of dialogue stand 
out, dialogue with states, dialogue with society - 
including dialogue with cultures and the sciences - 
and dialogue with other believers #238 teaching of 
the entire Bible as handed on by the Church.

This is an important principle of biblical 
interpretation #148. The preacher also needs to 
keep his ear to the people and to discover what it 
is that the faithful need to hear … a call which God 
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The way of respectful listening and speaking

Prayer: Light of faith
Mary our Mother, help our faith! 

Open our ears to hear God’s word and to recognize his call.

Awaken in us a desire to follow.

Help us to be touched by his love, that we may touch him 
in faith.

Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him, especially at 
times of trial.

Sow in our faith the joy of the Risen One. 

Remind us that those who believe are never alone.

Teach us to see all things with the eyes of Jesus to light 
our path until the dawn of that undying day which is Christ 
himself! 

Pope Francis Light of Faith #60 

causes to resound in the historical situation itself 
#154.

https://youtu.be/5GC777102_E
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Join with others to care for Earth

We remember the love ecological scientists have for 
the earth and all it holds, their awe at its complexity 
and systems, their dedication to care and even suffer to 
defend its mysteries. 

We remember people of faith in Catholic Earthcare, 
Faith and Ecology Network and groups of Sisters who 
find a revelation and presence of God in its wonder and 
fragility. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. Jn 3:16-17

Pope Francis in The Joy of the Gospel wrote: Catholic 
mission outreach must include care for whatever is 
fragile, like the environment, which is defenceless 
before the interests of a deified market #56. Mission 
involves a deep desire to change the world, to transmit 
values, to leave this Earth somehow better than we 
found it. We love this magnificent planet on which 
God has put us #183. Thanks to our bodies, God has 
joined us so closely to the world around us that we can 
feel the desertification of the soil almost as a physical 
ailment, and the extinction of a species as a painful 
disfigurement. Let us not leave in our wake a swath of 
destruction and death which will affect our own lives 
and those of future generations #215.

Prayer for our Earth
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

Pope Francis Laudato Si’

Watch more Columban videos on the Columban YouTube channel. www.columban.org.au
Lay person in Peru planting vegetables. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC04RDlOXsl0-nSNV3GKr7wQ?view_as=subscriber
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2021 Columban Art Calendar

AUTHOR

Rev Dr Charles Rue, who  
currently resides in Sydney, 
Australia.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH 
Rev Dr Charles Rue interview 
about his missionary work. 

CLICK HERE TO 
ORDER 

2021 Columban Art 
Calendar

https://www.columban.org.au/donate/shop/columban-art-calendar/
https://youtu.be/z5nmXsWEPRM
https://www.columban.org.au/donate/shop/columban-art-calendar/
https://www.columban.org.au/donate/shop/columban-art-calendar/

