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From Myanmar we hear about 
heart-breaking stories of entire 
families affected by HIV/AIDS and 
the wonderful work of Columban 
Sisters who care for them. From the 
Philippines comes an update on 
the ‘Pedalling to Live Programme’ 
now extended to assisting hearing- 
impaired young professionals.

Fr Leo Baker gets another well-
deserved mention on page 23 for his 
‘Three score years and ten’ of being a 
Columban Missionary. 

In the words of our Superior General, 
Fr Kevin O’Neill, “In a spirit of gratitude 
we give thanks to you for what has been 
and for what is mission today”.

T he July edition leads with a 
tribute to Irish born Columban 

Fr PJ McGlinchey who died in Jeju, 
South Korea, on April, 23, 2018. He 
was well known as an entrepreneur 
with a rock solid trust in God. When 
news of his death reached the diocese 
the priests set up a rota and for three 
days celebrated Mass for PJ every two 
hours. 

From Chile, Columban Lay Missionary 
Michael Javier tells how he became 
involved in a court case as an 
interpreter for a young Filipino 
woman who was exploited and 
underpaid for her job as a domestic 
worker.

Columban Fr Patrick O’Shea in New 
Zealand reflects on ‘Strange things 
hiding in shadows’. His imagination 
was sparked after watching ads on 
TV that suggested that the strangest 
place in the universe is the planet on 
which we live. 

Fr Pat finds many examples of 
not only strange but mad things 
happening on our planet. He suggests 
that some people found Jesus and 
his teaching strange in the days when 
he walked on this planet. A few even 
considered him mad. An excellent 
read.

As we move halfway through our 
Centenary year, you can read in 
the section ‘Where are they now?' 
about Fr Bernie Lane who has been 
in Peru for many years. He grew up 
near Essendon, was ordained at 
St Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 
Strathmore and this year marked his 
40th anniversary of ordination to the 
priesthood. There are more of ‘Your 
Columban stories’ on page 11. 

In the centre pages you will read 
about the restoration of the first 
Australian Columban Calendar, 
published in 1923. Our Columban 
Archivist worked with a conservator 
who undertook the conservation 
treatment of the calendar over a 
period of several months. 

‘Mission World’ tells good news of 
the impending canonisation of 
Blessed Oscar Romero, who is widely 
acclaimed as a saint and martyr across 
the Christian world and beyond.

Fr Brian Vale reflects on the sheer 
number of people whose lives have 
been touched by those dedicated 
to witnessing to the Good News. 
Columban Fr Leo Baker is one of those 
people whose 70th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood is this 
month.

From the Editor
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Fr Leo Baker with orphan children  
in Japan in 1964. (See story page 22)

Photo: Fr Leo Baker SSC

Janette Mentha 
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An entrepreneur 
with a rock solid 
trust in God 

he president of Korea Moon Jae-In issued a 
special message of sympathy acknowledging Fr PJ 

McGlinchey’s contribution to the people of Jeju after the 
Columban missionary died on Monday, April 23, 2018 at the 
Isidore Hospice, which he had established in Jeju.

Patrick James was born on June 6, 1928 in Raphoe, Co. 
Donegal, Ireland. His mother was Sarah Boyle and his father 
was Patrick McGlinchey, one of two veterinarians in Co. 
Donegal.

The fifth born in a family of six boys and four girls, he 
attended St Eunan’s College in the cathedral city of 
Letterkenny and later went to Dalgan seminary where he 
was ordained on December 21, 1951.

He was appointed to Korea and arrived in Pusan with his 
classmates on April 11, 1953 while the Korean War was still 
being fought further north. 

After seven months of language study he was appointed 
assistant priest to the parish of Suncheon in the Jeolla 
Province where he worked for about five months.

T

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban

Fr Patrick James (PJ) McGlinchey improved the lives of the people of Jeju Island 
in South Korea over decades through agricultural development. He established 
the St Isidore Farm to eradicate poverty and set up a hospital, nursing home,  
kindergarten, credit union and other welfare centres and became a friend of the 
poor and excluded.

From there he was appointed to start a parish in Hallim 
which would become the third parish on the island of Jeju. 
He arrived by boat on April 17, 1954.

To promote evangelisation, Fr PJ hired seven full-time 
catechists and sent them to various villages in the area.

Over the years six parishes have been established in the 
villages to which these catechists were sent to preach the 
Gospel.

After the war, free corn was available to feed the people. 
Fr PJ, fearing that people might become Catholics just to 
get food, gave all the catechumens a rigorous test before 
approving them for baptism. 

He was also very careful not to discriminate on the basis of 
religion in distributing free food. 

He felt very strongly that giving food to the starving 
should only be the first step in aid. In order not to make 
the people dependent on handouts he felt it necessary to 
facilitate people helping themselves to become financially 
independent.

FR MICHAEL RIORDAN FR DONAL O'KEEFFE
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Columban Frs Michael Riordan and Donal O'Keeffe both work and  
reside in Korea.

KOREA

He believed that if he was going to preach a loving God he 
had to show that love in concrete ways and so he started a 
process of reading the 'signs of the times' and responding.

He often quoted Matthew 25:40 “Whatever you do to 
the least … you do to me“. The various projects he set up 
were not seen as an alternative to or an optional part of 
evangelization but rather as an integral part of what he was 
called to do as a missionary in Korea.

Among the works he started in response to the situation at 
the time were: setting up a 4H club (4-H is a social education 
movement, which helps to inspire the youth of Korea to be 
agriculturally minded, as well as to become well-rounded 
individuals by living by the 4-H club ideals of head, heart, 
hands and health), a knitting and weaving industry with the 
help of the Columban Sisters, helping the set-up of small 
independent farms across the island, a pig industry and a 
cooperative, a feedmill, a training farm, a milk and cheese 
factory.

He set up the first credit union on the island and also 
established an organic dairy farm and developed a stud 
farm to train horses.

He set up an elderly person’s home, a clinic conducted by 
Columban Sisters and which later became a hospice for 
the dying, a kindergarten and a youth education centre, 
a retreat house and pilgrimage site, known as the ‘Hill of 
Grace’, containing life sized statues showing scenes from 
the life of Christ, Stations of the Cross and more recently, 
Resurrection scenes.

Various religious congregations were invited to work and 
minister in these initiatives and all these educational and 
social welfare projects were promoted under the auspices 
of the Isidore Development Association and supported by 
income from the farm and the feedmill.

When news of his death reached the diocese, the 
Korean diocesan priests set up a rota for three days and 
celebrated Mass for Fr PJ every two hours in the Hallim 

Parish beginning at 6:00 am and finishing at 10:00 pm. As 
each Mass ended, the Litany for the Dead was prayed by all 
present.

People flocked to the Church during those three days and 
the parish provided a meal for them. At the same time at 
every Church in the diocese a memorial altar was set up 
with a photo of Fr PJ and people prayed for him during that 
time. Not just the believers, but people from all strata of 
society came to pay their respects from all over Korea and 
from overseas as well. It was an extraordinary tribute to his 
life.

Fr PJ was buried on Friday, April 27, 2018 with the funeral 
Mass celebrated in the Church of the Blessed Trinity which 
he had built. The Church was packed to capacity (it seats 
2,400), with people overflowing into the yard.

80 priests concelebrated Mass along with Bishop Peter 
Kang U-Il of Jeju, his auxiliary, Bishop Moon, and the retired 
Bishop Kim.

Bishop Kang in his homily listed all the services provided 
by the Isidore Corporation and while marvelling 
at how one man could do so much he reminded all 
present, quoting Fr PJ, that the main force behind his 
achievements was a rock solid trust in God.

After the Mass, the coffin was carried to the grave by a team 
of diocesan and Columban priests. 

There the ancient prayers were offered by Bishop Kang and 
Columban Fr Michael Riordan. The grave was blessed and Fr 
PJ was committed to the earth from which he came. People 
silently watched as the grave was filled and then one by one 
they all departed.

May Fr Patrick James McGlinchey rest in peace.
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Exploitation in the workplace 
In Chile, Columban Lay Missionary, Michael Javier regularly assists as an interpreter 
in processing legal papers for migrants of many different religions. 

efore going to Chile, Jamby, a 45 year old single 
mother and a Muslim, had worked in several 

different countries to provide for the needs of her child. 
Originally from the Philippines her experience in those 
countries was not met with any difficulties but upon 
her arrival in Chile she began to struggle because of the 
language barrier. She did not speak Spanish. 

Jamby’s first job was as a housekeeper and it was her first 
time to work in a household. Her employer didn’t give her 

B

MICHAEL JAVIER

Photo: ©iStock.com/kate_sept2004

time to practice her religion. After two weeks she asked 
if she could have at least 20 minutes each day to pray. 
Because of this, her employer terminated her contract and 
she had to find another job. Her next employers were very 
strict and didn’t give her enough food to eat so she decided 
to leave. 

Eventually, she was able to find a job with a family of five, a 
couple with three children. They were also foreigners who 
had migrated to Chile. At first, they were very good to her 
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CHILE

Columban Lay Missionary, Michael Javier from the Philippines, works 
in Chile.

On the day before her visa expired Jamby was allowed to go to the Immigration 
Office to process her application. She was told that her visa could not be 
processed because her employer had not paid fees for her health insurance and 
security system. “ 

and took her to hospital after she had an accident in the 
kitchen. She became close to them as she took care of them 
and the children. 

Although she began work in January 2016, the contract 
they gave her stated her employment began in August. 
Jamby did not question her employers because of the 
kindness they had shown her but she became concerned 
when the parents regularly went out and returned late in 
the early morning of the next day. She was responsible 
for taking care of the children but she never received any 
overtime pay for the extra hours. 

There were also times when money was deducted from 
her salary for a stain not removed from their clothes or 
whenever there was an increase in their electric or water 
bill. She noticed her salary decreasing and recorded the 
amounts but still didn’t say anything to her employer.

Then three months before her visa expired, she informed 
her employer that she needed to renew it for permanent 
status. But her employer refused to co-operate with the 
paper work. 

On the day before her visa expired Jamby was allowed to 
go to the Immigration Office to process her application. She 
was told that her visa could not be processed because her 
employer had not paid fees for her health insurance and 
security system. These were part of the requirements for 
her application. 

When she told her employer about the requirements they 
tried to force her to voluntarily resign by signing a paper, 
saying that she had terminated her employment. She 
refused and was asked to leave immediately.

The next day Jamby met a friend who accompanied her to 
the Department of Labor to file a formal complaint against 
her employer. It is fortunate that the labor law in Chile 
protects migrant workers. 

A meeting was set up between Jamby and her former 
employer and I was asked to be the interpreter. 

I accompanied her on the day of the meeting but her 
former employer didn’t show up. The Department of Labor 
then decided to bring her case to the court. Jamby was 
provided a lawyer to represent her pro bono and I was asked 
to be the interpreter for the duration of the trial.

The court proceedings took several months and during the 
trial her former employer gave her own version of what 
happened. The evidence against her was strong and the 
judge ruled in favour of Jamby. The judge ordered that all 
outstanding money be paid to Jamby and the penalty fee 
be paid to the government. 

Indeed, justice was served. Jamby found a new part-time 
job with a good employer who assisted her in getting a 
permanent visa and a contract covering her health and 
security insurance. 

This was not the first time that I had been asked to be an 
interpreter or assist in processing papers for migrants of 
many different backgrounds. As a Columban Lay Missionary 
I do it gladly and see it as a way of crossing boundaries in 
reaching out to others. 

Photo: chase4concept/Bigstock.com



Strange things hiding in  
the shadows
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FR PATRICK O'SHEA

ecently there have been ads on TV in New Zealand 
for a program hosted by Will Smith which suggests 

that the strangest place in the universe is the planet we 
live on. This statement got me thinking about things I see 
happening on our planet that are not just strange but mad. 
There are many of these, so here are just a few. I am sure 
you have also noted other situations and happenings that 
seem strange to you. 

In the Columban Mission office our staff get concerned 
unless they can account for every cent. So one day I read 
to them the following line from 'The Shadow World: Inside 
the Global Arms Trade', a book by Andrew Feinstein. In 
2001 Insight magazine reported that the Deputy Inspector 
General at the Pentagon “admitted that $1.1 trillion was 
simply gone and no one can be sure of when, where and to 
whom the money went“. The book demonstrates that many 
strange things happen when vast amounts of money are 
involved and the amounts in the arms business are truly 
staggering. So also is the level of corruption that seems to 
go hand in hand with the granting of very large contracts. 

This book also highlights how the easy availability of 
weapons made situations of conflict so much worse. What 
has and is happening especially in African countries like 
Angola, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia and Sudan but also in many other parts of 
the world is a litany of horrors. This book only deals with 
conventional weapons; chemical and nuclear weapons are 
another story. It is a window into a profoundly disturbing 
world where, among many strange happenings, one is 
that countries that sell arms have often found these same 
weapons used against them when circumstances change. 
A large proportion of the arms business is conducted by 
governments, which can mean they lack transparency as 
much of the information about them is hidden behind the 
screen of national security. 

Speaking of screens that keep things hidden I was taken 
by a section in Fintan O’Toole’s book 'The Ship of Fools'. He 
uses the term “unknown knowns" adding this to Donald 
Rumford’s now famous reference to “known knowns, known 
unknowns and unknown unknowns”. He uses it to describe a 
strange process whereby many people in Ireland in the time 

R

Columban Fr Patrick O'Shea lives at St Columban's, Lower Hutt, New 
Zealand.

of the Celtic tiger really knew what was going on but acted 
as if they did not. This double-think, allied to a tendency in 
various quarters to turn a blind eye and do nothing about 
the financial dealings that were happening during the 
boom, was a significant factor in the fall of the Celtic tiger. 
People who did raise questions were labelled as begrudgers 
whose negativity was holding back those wanting Ireland 
to be successful. The bottom line was that dubious dealings 
were screened from any real scrutiny until it was too late 
and the crash hit. The result is an ongoing tale of misery for 
many caused by the greed and stupidity of the few. Irish tax 
payers were left carrying a disproportionate share of the 
burden of debt. The rich getting richer while the poor get 
poorer is often the sad outcome of the way many things 
work in our world. 

Then there is the selfie. Technology now allows us to 
turn the focus of a camera away from the world outside 
and back on self. Social media allows space for people to 
promote themselves, their interests and concerns. These 
are technological developments that help shape people’s 
lives. Much has been written about the characteristics of 
each generation - their strengths and weaknesses. There 
is much debate now about the so called “me” generation 
and the selfie as a symbol of it. I was reminded of what 
Martin Luther, following St Augustine, said about sin when 
he described it as “homo incurvatus in se” - humanity turned 
in on itself. This temptation is one that has faced every 
generation but some developments in today’s world might 
make that temptation harder to see and to resist. 

Some people found Jesus and his teaching strange in 
the days when he walked on this planet. A few even 
considered him mad. But in our world his emphasis on 
peace and love, even of enemies, on the dignity of all 
people and not the special privileges of the few, plus 
his focus on going out in compassion to others, seems a 
great deal saner than what we often experience on this 
wonderful planet of ours. 
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Where are they now?
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Columban Centenary - Fr Bernie Lane

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban

One of the Columbans marking 
his 40th anniversary of 
ordination this year is  
Fr Bernard (Bernie) Lane. Bernie 
is a “home grown Columban” 
as he attended St Vincent de 
Paul Primary School across the 
street from St Columbans ANZ 
headquarters here at  Essendon 
and also attended St Bernard’s 
Christian Brothers College nearby  
for his secondary education. His 
ordination took place at  
St Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 
Strathmore. 

After his ordination Fr Bernie was 
appointed to Peru but he was 
not there for long when he became ill and required treatment in the USA and 
back in Australia. After some years of ministry around Melbourne he returned 
to Peru and to mission in the parish of El Pacifico and several others in the city 
of Lima. This led to participation in the Formation Programme for Peruvian 
Columban Seminarians, eventually becoming the Rector of the Programme. 

Back in Melbourne in 2002, Fr Bernie did his turn with the work of promoting 
The Far East magazine in various parishes of the Melbourne archdiocese 
and  this was followed by some years as the Chaplain at Penola College, 
Broadmeadows. From 2007 he has been back in Lima, Peru, again involved 
with the formation of seminarians and then as Director of the Columban 
Missionary Companions Programme which facilitates the participation of local 
laity in local mission. 

Earlier this year, Pope Francis visited Peru and in a recent letter, Fr Bernie 
spoke enthusiastically of the visit and the excited response of the people to 
the Pope’s presence, gestures and words.  In particular, he mentioned the 
significance of the Pope’s visit to Puerto Maldonado on the Amazon River, 
an area severely affected by illegal logging and mining and the oppression 
of the Amazon people. 

Fr Bernie, along with his Columban confreres and the people of Lima, 
continues to live and work with enthusiasm and hope in the face of all the 
challenges of mission in Peru.

Fr Bernie Lane at his ordination on June 2, 1978,  
Melbourne, Australia.
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Your Columban story

Michael from Napier, New Zealand wrote:   
Sheila Cassidy, an attractive doctor working in Chile and seized and tortured by the 
military dictatorship in the 1970s for treating an opponent of the regime, became a 
magnetic Catholic heroine for me while studying for the priesthood in NZ.

I had forgotten though just how close Sheila had been to Columban priests there 
until reading The Far East article (June 2017). Her small house had by coincidence 
been on the same street in Santiago as the Columban Fathers headquarters. 
She became friends with Fr Jan who took her out to a shanty town and into an 
astonishing lifestyle of radical Christianity with the very poor of Chile, which Sheila 
in time embraced.

Sheila was seized by gunmen of the (Pinochet led) regime in Fr Jan’s 
headquarters house after treating a bullet wound of a man on the run 
from the secret police and underwent terrible suffering before eventual 
deportation back to England.

 
Sr Margaret from Port Fairy, Australia wrote:   
Early 1940s at St Patrick’s, Jackie-mite box sat on Sister’s table. Into it went 
our pennies and half-pennies. These monies went for “black babies” in our 
time! 

We enjoyed reading Mickey Daly’s Diary throughout and after school days.

I sold 60 Columban Calendars for 2/- each to the people of Port Fairy during the 
40s. 

My brother-in-law, Henk, a zealous parishioner and Columban benefactor, stood 
at the church door on Sundays and would sell 60 calendars and packs of cards. 
 
If you would like to share your Columban story with us, in 100 words or less, 
send your story and photo (optional) to: 
Columban Mission Centre 
PO Box 752  
Niddrie VIC 3042 OR 
E: tfe@columban.org.au

Photo: Andrey Armyagov/Bigstock.com

Benefactors share with us...
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History preserved 

his inaugural calendar 
became the forerunner of 

the iconic Columban Art Calendar still 
produced today. The original calendar 
has photographs from China of 
landscapes, schools and missionaries. 
The 1923 calendar holds the masthead 
'The Irish Mission to China' and each 
page has a message for Australian 
congregations and benefactors. 

The first calendar was obviously 
a success as the 1924 edition was 
produced on heavy paper stock with 
a spiral binding for the viewer to turn 
the pages. 

The only complete copy of the 
1923 calendar that survived was 
mouldy and in desperate need of 
conservation work to stabilise the 
paper and remove active spores. In 
October 2017 the Columban Mission 
Centre deposited the calendar at The 
Grimwade Centre for Cultural Materials 
Conservation (CCCM). 

T

In 1922 the recently established Australian outpost of the Irish Mission to China, 
decided to produce a small calendar for the upcoming year as a fundraising 
venture. The 1923 Columban Art Calendar was not made for longevity. It was 
printed on thin paper, with each page being torn off at the perforated edge along 
its binding. 

LISL BLADIN

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban

The CCCM is part of the University of 
Melbourne and is described on their 
website as being “… the leading art 
conservation and restoration centre in 
Victoria and the only centre of its kind in 
Australia, combining both commercial 
conservation services and training in 
cultural material conservation.” 

Adele Barbara was the conservator 
who undertook the conservation 
treatment of the calendar over a 
period of several months. Adele 
compiled the following summary 
of her work: “When the Irish Mission 
to China calendar first arrived at the 
Grimwade Centre, it was in need of 
conservation work to reduce the mould 
growth and thoroughly clean and 
stabilise the calendar so that it could be 
enjoyed for many years to come. 

Initially, each page of the calendar 
was thoroughly vacuumed to remove 
the mould spores on the surface. This 
was followed by a UV treatment to 

help sterilise any remaining mould. To 
remove dirt and degradation products 
from within the paper substrate it was 
necessary to wash each page of the 
calendar. It was discovered, however, 
that the red ink that features on each 
page was highly sensitive. To overcome 
this obstacle the calendar pages were 
washed in stages on a suction table. 
This method allowed for the soluble red 
media to be carefully blocked off while 
the rest of the page could be gently 
sprayed with a fine mist of deionised 
water which draws the dirt out of the 
paper with the power of suction. 

Areas of dark staining left from the 
mould growth were focused on during 
the washing process, with damp cotton 
swabs passed over these areas to draw 
out more discolouration. After washing, 
some of the very fragile pages were  
resized with a cellulose-based solution, 
which imparts greater strength and 
durability to the paper. 

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/july/10_History_preserved.mp3
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This comprehensive process of cleaning, washing, repairing and infilling will help 
to ensure that St Columbans Mission Society can preserve their history and enjoy 
this calendar into the future.” “ 
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Lisl Bladin is the Archivist at the Columban 
Mission Centre in Essendon.

AUSTRALIA

Following the washing stages, tears and 
losses were carefully repaired using thin 
pieces of Japanese tissue, which was 
adhered to each page with  
gluten-free wheat starch paste, a 
reversible adhesive. Some of the more 
fragile pages with lots of tears were fully 
lined with Japanese tissue, to ensure 
that the pages were made stronger 
and could be handled safely after the 
treatment. Following the repair process, 
areas of loss were filled with infills 

Image below: Lisel Bladin alongside Adele 
Barbara observing the 1923 preserved  
Columban Art Calendar at CCCM,  
Melbourne.

made of Western paper. This paper was 
toned with acrylic paints and pencils to 
compliment the colour of the calendar. 

Finally, the pages were humidified to 
relax and flatten them. After a week of 
pressing, each page of the calendar was 
reunited and placed in a custom-made 
archival folder to ensure it can be stored 
safely. 

This comprehensive process of cleaning, 
washing, repairing and infilling will help 

to ensure that St Columbans Mission 
Society can preserve their history and 
enjoy this calendar into the future.” 
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fter 34 years of missionary work in Pakistan, I 
came to Rome at the end of 2011 to serve as the 

Procurator-General of the Missionary Society of St Columban. 
The Columbans have a residence in Rome called Collegio 
San Colombano for priests who are studying in Rome, for 
those who have official business and also for visitors. This is 
where I live.

The first and most important role in Rome of the 
Procurator-General of any religious society or congregation 
is to represent the Superior General and his council at the 
various Vatican offices. Our Columban Superior General 
lives in Hong Kong, so I facilitate any matters between the 
Vatican and him. I also assist some of the dioceses where 
Columbans are working or which have had long missionary 
connections with Columbans. Columbans have worked in 
the Philippines since 1927 and have a good relationship 
with the Mission Society of the Philippines which was 
founded fifty years ago. As part of this relationship I am 
also the procurator general of this Mission Society of the 
Philippines. One of the very good effects of the pontificate 
of Pope Francis has been a fresh commitment and readiness 
of the clerical and lay officials in the Vatican offices (called 
dicasteries or the Curia) to deal quickly and efficiently with 
matters which are brought before them. This makes my 
work pleasant. It is good to collaborate with these officials 
in friendship and with a common vision to serve the needs 
of the Church throughout the world.

The Columbans are not a big society. However, when 
speaking to people in Rome who are in leadership of much 
larger religious orders, congregations and societies I have 
been surprised to realize the importance and quality of the 
sharing that Columbans are able to do about important 
issues which have come from our missionary experience in 
many countries. On behalf of our superior general I have 

A

From Minarets and Mosques of  
Pakistan to the churches and bells 
of Rome FR ROBERT MCCULLOCH

Columban Fr Robert McCulloch gives an insight into being Procurator-General 
for the Columbans. He says it is an interesting position with many possibilities for 
furthering the work of our Society and making the Society better known on the 
international level. 

presented to Vatican offices the Columban policies on 
socially responsible and ethical investment, climate change, 
migrants, and inter-religious dialogue. The response has 
been one of genuine appreciation for well-presented 
statements on key moral and missionary issues, some of 
which are still being worked upon by the Vatican and other 
religious congregations.

My working contact in Rome as Procurator-General with 
men and women of many nationalities in leadership 
positions of religious congregations and societies has 
helped me understand the huge international network 
of faith and ministry in the Catholic Church. I had taught 
about this as an historic reality in my church history courses 
at the major seminary in Karachi. I am now experiencing 
it as an actual present-day reality. Meetings, conferences, 
liturgies, and gatherings in friendship are occasions for 
crossing boundaries of culture, race and language. This is 
made easier by the fact that we share the one faith and also 
because we speak Italian as our new common language 
whether we are from China, Malawi, India, Australia, or 
France. 

Being in Rome has been an opportunity for me to develop 
close ecumenical relations with the Anglican and Methodist 
Churches. The Archbishop of Canterbury has his personal 
representative to The Holy See as does the World Methodist 
Federation. My commitment to ecumenism is something 
I received from my parents. I believe that it is difficult to 
be a missionary and ignore the ecumenical challenge 
and possibilities for collaboration for justice and peace, 
for human rights and religious freedom, in interreligious 
dialogue, and against human trafficking and slavery. 

Meeting ambassadors accredited to The Holy See has 
created fruitful points of contact especially in the 
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countries where Columbans are present. In 2016 the 
Irish ambassadors to The Holy See and to Italy joined 
the celebration in Rome of the 100th anniversary of the 
Easter uprising in Dublin with the 100th anniversary of the 
Columbans receiving approval from bishops in Ireland to 
begin their missionary work in China. Good contacts with 
the diplomats means that issues of Columban concern 
can be effectively presented and often visa difficulties for 
missionaries can be resolved. I maintain excellent contacts 
with the Pakistan ambassadors to The Holy See and to Italy. 
I assist them in making their view heard in the Vatican 
offices. I am able, in turn, to insist to them on issues relating 

to human rights, religious freedom, and the blasphemy laws 
which threaten Christians and others. It is a relationship of 
respect and understanding.

Being Procurator-General for the Columbans is an 
interesting position with many possibilities for furthering 
the work of our Society and making the Society better 
known on the international level. These are some of the 
possibilities that I have been able to make realities.

Columban Fr Robert McCulloch works as the Procurator-General in 
Rome, Italy.

Photo: pryzmat/Bigstock.com



Oscar Romero

Julian Filochowski, chair of the Archbishop Romero Trust, looks ahead to the 
canonisation of the saint from El Salvador alongside the pope who gave him 
unconditional support.

Mission Intention for July

Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the 
repose of the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society 
of St Columban who died recently and for the spiritual and the temporal 
welfare of all our readers, their families and friends.
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That priests, who experience fatigue and loneliness in their pastoral 
work, may find help and comfort in their intimacy with the Lord and in 
their friendship with their brother priests.

Oscar Romero to be recognised as a saint of the  
Universal Church 

Photo: sgam
e/Bigstock.com

Philippa Hitchen, Vatican news - www.vaticannews.va May 18, 2018

Photo: Felton Davis, 17-05 06 Oscar Romero, www.flickr.com/photos/ 
felton-nyc, Attribution 2.0 Generic (CC BY 2.0)

consistory of cardinals took place in the Vatican in 
May during which the canonisation of six new saints 

was officially announced. 

Of those six names, the two best known figures are Pope 
Paul VI and the assassinated Archbishop of San Salvador, 
Oscar Romero. The two men will be proclaimed saints on 
October 14 during the Synod of Bishops on Young People.

Romero was shot dead on March 24, 1980 as he was saying 
Mass in the cancer hospital in El Salvador where he had 
chosen to live. In his three years as archbishop he had 
become an outspoken voice for the poorest people of 
his country, caught up in a conflict between the military 

A

government and guerilla groups that claimed tens of 
thousands of civilian lives.

Today, Romero is widely acclaimed as a saint and martyr 
across the Christian world and beyond. Last year the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, preached about 
him at a special Evensong in Westminster Abbey, attended 
by leaders of many faith groups in the United Kingdom. The 
service included a new anthem written by Scottish composer 
James MacMillan to mark the centenary of Romero’s birth.

Julian Filochowski is chair of the Archbishop Romero Trust, 
set up to promote greater knowledge of the saint’s life and 
legacy, as well as to support human rights efforts in Latin 
America today. He says the people of El Salvador canonised 
Oscar Romero in their hearts soon after his assassination. 
In 2015, he notes, the local Church celebrated Romero’s 
beatification in San Salvador, “one of the highest profile non-
papal beatifications in history, with well over half a million 
people present”.

Canonisation, Filochowski continues, is one step further, 
“recognising him as a saint of the Universal Church, not 
just a saint for Salvadorans or Latin Americans” so it is 
“right and proper” for the celebration to take place in the 
Vatican.



Fr Brian Vale 
director@columban.org.au

hree score years and ten” sounds like a catchy title to 
acknowledge the 70th anniversary of Columban  

Fr Leo Baker’s ordination to the priesthood this month. After 
many years in Japan Fr Leo (95) is now retired in a residential 
aged care facility in Colac, Victoria, where he continues to 
share the Gospel message of life and love with the people 
he meets every day. He will be celebrating this significant 
milestone this month with the people of Colac, relatives 
and fellow Columban priests, two of whom are also his 
own brothers. Younger brother Fr Chris Baker (90) will have 
just returned from Peru to retire in Australia and the other 
younger brother Fr Pat (a mere 80) is on vacation from the 
Philippines to join in this family celebration. 

I worked with Fr Leo for some years on mission in Japan 
and I know the esteem with which he is still held by friends 
and parishioners in many parishes as well as in the Good 
Shepherd Movement which he led for many years. He enjoyed 
viewing life in Japan, often through the lens of a camera, 
as well as consistently sharing the Good News in small 
Christian communities. His love of beauty shone through in 
his photography but also emerged in his skill in gardening. 
Fr Leo is looking forward to the year 2020 when the three 
brothers will then collectively have served 200 years of 
service as Columban missionary priests. That will certainly 
be an important milestone and an occasion for another 
celebration! 

2018, our centenary year, is already shaping as a year for 
many milestones in our Columban ANZ region as we are also 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of ordination of four of our 
priests and the 40th anniversary of ordination of five others 
who were featured in last month’s edition of The Far East. Any 
anniversary can become an important occasion for all who 
participate in it as well as a moment for those celebrating it 
to share with others. It can help us pause in our often busy 
lives and treasure the many gifts we have received and 
sometimes hold in wonder significant moments of blessing. 
It can be a moment of awe and even lead to a conversion 
to a deeper understanding of how God’s plan for each of us 
unfolds. 

Late last year some of my extended family and relatives 
celebrated with a cousin of mine, Sister Francesca Bourke 
RSJ, in Whanganui, New Zealand, on the occasion of her 

"T
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Three score years and ten
From the Director

95th birthday and her 75th anniversary of religious life. A 
couple of months before that I was at the celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of religious life of Sr Luke Dillon and 
another cousin, Sr Helen O’Connell, of the Sisters of Nazareth 
in Camberwell, Victoria. Recently I was privileged to share 
in the 80th anniversary of religious life of two De La Salle 
Brothers, Br Julian Watson (96) and Br Christian Moe (96) in 
Mentone, Victoria. These Sisters and Brothers have served 
in many teaching or nursing roles in several countries, 
including New Zealand in the case of Br Julian, where he 
taught me French and Latin. I am trying to imagine the sheer 
number of (especially young) people whose lives have been 
touched by these dedicated witnesses to the Good News. 

Days of retirement may be less busy but the Spirit of Life 
invites us to keep living each day and to continue to develop 
relationships. We also need to 
keep tapping into the courage 
to value each day for what it 
presents to us. 

Fr Leo is looking forward to the 
year 2020 when the three brothers 
will then collectively have served 
200 years of service as Columban 
missionary priests. That will certainly 
be an important milestone and an 
occasion for another celebration! 

“ 

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/july/13_From_The_Director.mp3


HIV/AIDS victims of Myanmar's 
struggle  

18 The Far East - July 2018

Sr Mary Dillon recounts two stories of her work with people who are HIV positive at 
the Hope Centre in Myanmar’s Kachin State.

Market in Bagan, Myanmar, where people come to buy and sell jade mined in Kachin state.

Photo: Rat007/shutterstock.com
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SR MARY DILLON

A family of three

In mid-September 2017, a family of three - Aik Ket aged 30 
years old, his wife San Bu, also 30 years old and their only 
child, Chit Oo Mya, aged just three years old, arrived at our 
shelter at the Hope Centre.

Before Aik Ket married his wife four years previously, he 
had worked in the jade and gold mines at Hpakhan, Kachin 
State. Like most of the other internal migrant workers at 
the mines, he had become accustomed to using heroin for 
recreational purposes, unaware and unconcerned about 
the possibility of contracting HIV and Hepatitis C. "My body 
was asking for the drug, I could not think about the possibility 
of disease," he told me.

He met his wife San Bu in a nearby village; they fell in love 
and eventually got married. They had dreams, bought land 
and set about making a living for themselves.

Chit Oo Mya was born a healthy child and everything 
looked good. But then Aik Ket's energy began to lessen and 
he was unable to work the farm. In May 2017 the couple 
went to a local hospital and he was diagnosed HIV positive.

At first the doctor only informed San Bu; she felt totally 
helpless and cried to herself for days. Thankfully San Bu has 
a very good relationship with her husband's family and she 
confided in her sister-in-law. The family was very supportive 
and encouraged her to take Aik Ket to a larger hospital for 
treatment.

Aik Ket was also diagnosed TB positive and San Bu had 
herself tested and she also showed up HIV positive. Their 
world had fallen apart. With the help of a Buddhist monk, a 
friend of Aik Ket, they arrived at the Hope Centre.

It was a very difficult time for the family. Aik Ket developed 
swollen neck glands and a severe knee abscess. San Bu 
commenced anti-retro-viral treatment and responded well 
but their worst nightmare came true when their only child, 
Chit Oo Mya, was diagnosed HIV positive.

Chit Oo Mya developed a reaction to her medication 
twice and had to be admitted to hospital. San Bu has 
had to silently carry this great fear and disappointment. 
Most nights she cries herself to sleep. Deep in her heart 
her greatest pain is, she tells me, "that we are not like other 
families, we have all got a disease".

She has not been able to share her disappointment with her 
mother or her own brothers and sisters.

A family of five

Another story concerns HkinOo, his wife Ying Lwin, their 
three children, and the dire poverty, ethnic prejudice, and 
heroin addiction that was deeply ingrained in their lives.
Domestic violence was an everyday occurrence in this 
family with Ying Lwin scurrying across the rice paddy fields 
to take shelter and respite in her uncle's home.

We were first introduced to the family in August 2017 when 
a nurse at the general hospital asked the Home Based Care 
programme if we could help. At this time the youngest child, 
who was 17 months old, was sick in hospital and had been 
diagnosed HIV positive. The mother and baby had no food 
or clothing. Over the weeks we got to know the family. 
The mother was diagnosed HIV positive and both she and 
her baby moved to our shelter to begin their treatment. 
Ying Lwin shared with us the difficult life she had with her 
husband. He used to continually beat her and demanded 
that she make money available for him "to shoot up and 
quench his cravings".

Apart from the youngest child who is HIV positive, they 
have two older children. Their son who is twelve years old 
lives in a Buddhist temple and has never attended primary 
school; their eight year old daughter lives with her parents 
and is attending school.

HkinOo was a hardened man and communication was 
difficult with him. Eventually we were able to gain his 
confidence and he agreed to be tested. He was found to be 
HIV positive, Hepatitis B and C positive and he also had a 
severe form of tuberculosis.

HkinOo commenced treatment but it was too late. His 
condition went into a downward spiral as he developed one 
infection after another. After four weeks, having developed 
liver failure, he died. During this time we remained close to 
the family and we helped with the funeral expenses. Now 
we are in the process of building a small bamboo house for 
Ying Lwin and her children.

Life is always going to be tough and a struggle for this 
marginalised family. They are penniless but with Home 
Care support and accompaniment over the next number 
of months we are hopeful that Ying Lwin will develop 
confidence to seek out a job and be able to support herself 
and her three children. 

Columban Sr Mary Dillon spent fourteen years in Myanmar where she 
set up the Hope Centre in Myitkyina. She returned to Ireland in 2017.
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Pedalling to Live update
Virgenia Oral-Vidad, Programme Manager with the Pedalling to Live project 
developed by Columban Fr Oliver McCrossan, provides some good news about a 
number of ventures.

New beneficiaries of tricycles

Recently, the Pedalling to Live and Green Shelter Inc. released 
two tricycle units to new deserving drivers. The recipients 
are coming from a different barangay of Ozamiz City. The 
‘rent to own a tricycle’ unit is able to give a livelihood to the 
tricycle drivers who are not given help by the government 
in terms of employment, livelihood and homes.

Monthly repayments amount to P60 ($1.52 AUD) a day and 
are deposited in the local cooperative 'Ozamiz City People’s 
Bank'. Portion of their payment will be used for medical 
assistance for their family if needed and for school supplies 
at the beginning of the school year. A portion of it will be 
used to buy another tricycle.

Hearing Impaired Livelihood Project

The Pedalling to Live and Green Shelter Inc assisted with the 
establishment of a small store for two hearing-impaired 
young professionals at Cotta beach in Ozamiz. 

The capital of P25,000 ($632.00 AUD) financed the store, 
stock and utensils. The repayments of P500 ($12.65 AUD) 
per week are deposited in the local cooperative 'Ozamiz City 
People’s Bank' and will be used to finance another livelihood 
project.

On the first day of their business the new owners had 2,890 
sales of siomai (steamed dumplings), juice, Porridge, banana 
que (fried brown sticky bananas) and hanging rice (rice 
wrapped in coconut leaves). They will each receive a salary 
of P200 ($5.06 AUD) each day. Their business hours are from 
2.00 pm until 9.00 pm.

Since 2005, the hearing-impaired have been beneficiaries 
of The Pedalling to Live and Green Shelter Inc project for their 
school supplies and school fees. We hope that this year one 
of the members whose father was killed and who does not 
have any family will qualify for the housing program. 

VIRGENIA ORAL-VIDAD

Photos: Virgenia Oral-Vidad
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Organic farmers update

In the province of Zamboanga del Sur, the Pedalling to Live 
and Green Shelter Inc introduced an organic agricultural 
program that aims to avoid using harmful chemicals that 
contribute to the destruction of our mother earth. Its goal is 
also to provide food security to consumers.

Virgi met Prescilla Canas who shared her life as a farmer. 
Prescilla, a rice grower, used to farm her two hectares of 
land using chemical fertilizers and pesticides which cost 
her P50,000 ($1,264.00 AUD). The small return of 20 sacks of 
rice per season meant that she could not meet her monthly 
repayments to the lending institution which had financed 
the chemicals.  

So Prescilla attended one of our orientation programs on 
organic agriculture and decided to shift from chemical 
farming to organic agriculture. With her new farming 
knowledge she was able to harvest more than 100 sacks of 
rice to sell directly to the consumer.

She continues practicing organic agriculture and helps the 
Pedalling to Live project in promoting organic agriculture to 
the neighbouring farmers. 

So Prescilla attended one of our 
orientation programs on organic 
agriculture and decided to shift 
from chemical farming to organic 
agriculture. With her new farming 
knowledge, she was able to harvest 
more than 100 sacks of rice to sell 
directly to the consumer.

“ 
Virgenia Oral-Vidad is the Programme Manager  for the Pedalling to 
Live project, Philippines. 
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70 Years for Fr Leo Baker
orn in Camperdown, Victoria, to John and Mary, 
nee Thompson, Leo was the first child in a family of 

eight, four brothers and three sisters. Two of his brothers, 
Chris and Pat are also Columban Priests.

Leo was educated at Sacred Heart Convent, Tatura, Lemnos 
and Tatura State Schools, Mercy Convent Shepparton and 
Cobden State School. 

He left school in 1936 at 14 years of age and worked on 
several farms until 1939 when he contacted the Columban 
Fathers in Essendon who advised him to further his 
education at St Patrick’s College, Ballarat. After matriculating, 
he went to St Columbans for three years formation and then 
to Corpus Christi diocesan seminary in Werribee for four years 
of theology. 

Leo was ordained by Archbishop Mannix at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne, on July 25, 1948. He was the first 
ordained foreign missionary from Cobden parish. 

In 1948, he was sent to a Columban Mission in Korea just 
in time to flee to Japan as the Korean War erupted and the 
communist north expelled Christian missionaries. Leo spent 
almost 40 years in Japan. 

After a year of language study at the Columban house in 
Wakayama City, he was appointed to the Tokyo Archdiocese 
to start a new mission in Kamogawa, a coastal town about 
100 miles from Tokyo. 

Subsequent appointments were to Ryujin (1958-1960) 
Kumamoto City (1960-1962), Arao (1962-1964), Sakistu (1965), 

B Tokyo as historian and regional correspondent (1966-1967), 
Shimasaki (1967-1968) and Choshi (1968-1976).

After a holiday in Australia in 1976 Leo served for three 
years at St Columbans, Essendon, as Bursar and House 
Superior after which he returned to Tokyo to serve again as 
Columban regional correspondant. From early 1981 to 1986 
he was Director of an English teaching centre in Kawasaki 
established by The Good Shepherd Movement with five or six 
young American teachers.

In 1986 Leo was again appointed to Australia. That year 
he helped with a mission appeal in the parishes of Ballarat 
diocese. In 1987 he helped to conduct mission education 
and The Far East appeals in the archdiocese of Adelaide.

From 1988 to 1998 he served as chaplain to Nazareth House, 
a Home for the Aged in North Turramurra, Sydney, while 
living at St Columban’s College nearby. After celebrating 
his Golden Jubilee of ordination in 1998, Leo retired to St 
Columbans, Essendon. He continued to be active and busy 
at photography, making photo-greeting cards, gardening, 
letter writing and as a member of Religious of the Third Age 
(ROTA) community.

In 2014 Fr Leo moved to Mercy Health Care in Colac where 
he is near friends and family.

When asked about his life, Fr Leo said, "It has been quite 
an adventure." 

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban
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 Remember Columbans in your Will

“Do what you can” Bishop Edward J Galvin

Your Columban Legacy

AUSTRALIA: PH: (03) 9375 9475 E: bequest@columban.org.au www.columban.org.au 
NZ:  PH: (04) 567 7216 E: columban@iconz.co.nz www.columban.org.au 

FORM OF WILL

“I give and bequeath the sum of $.............. to the Regional Director for Australia (NZ Wills: 
The Superior of New Zealand) of St Columbans Mission Society to be used for that Society’s 
general purposes as the Regional Director (NZ Wills: The Superior of New Zealand) sees fit.

We cannot take our earthly possessions with us, but we can so dispose of them that our 
good works will continue after we are gone.

By leaving a Gift to Columban Missionaries in your Will you become a partner in our work 
and you are leaving a lasting legacy for the future.

Why not speak to your lawyer about it?

 

 

YOUR COLUMBAN LEGACY 
Will information requestAustralia: PO Box 752 Niddrie Victoria Australia 3042 

New Zealand: PO Box 30-017 Lower Hutt New Zealand 5040

Please fill in your details below if you would like to receive further information about Your Columban Legacy:
 

Title:                 First Name:                                                       Last Name:

Address:

Suburb:                                                                    State:                           P/Code:                        Country:    

Phone:
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www.columban.org.au

Email:

2019 Columban Art Calendar
$12.00 each inc. GST, postage & handling (AUS ONLY)

$15.00 each inc. postage & handling (NZ ONLY)

Fill in coupon on 
back of this issue

Option 2:

Ph: 03 9375 9475 (AUS) 
Ph: 04 567 7216 (NZ)

Option 3:

https://goo.gl/zqGA84

Option 1:

SHOP

E: calendar@columban.org.au

Option 4:

How to ORDER
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www.columban.org.au

TFEJULY18DONATE and SUBSCRIBE securely online at: www.columban.org.au

Thank you for supporting COLUMBAN MISSION
 $

 $
My gift to the Columbans: 

 $40  $70  $120  $240 Other $______

The Far East Subscription ($15.00 per year) 

I wish to donate on a REGULAR BASIS
MONTHLY  QUARTERLY 

 $

Total Amount Enclosed

I send my gift by:

(Pay St Columbans Mission Society) Cheque/Money order 

Credit card number:

Email:

 Please send me information on Columban legacy
 I have included the Columbans in my Will

Your Columban legacy:

An acknowledgement will be sent by email.

Card holder name:

Expiry date: Signature:/

  Visa  Mastercard

To help us to be cost effective please provide your  
email address below:

AUSTRALIA return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  
PO Box 752, Niddrie VIC 3042 A.B.N. 17 686 524 625 

NEW ZEALAND return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  
PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040

TFE@columban.org.au

AUS 2019 Columban Calendar ($12.00 inc. GST & postage) 
*Additional calendar $9.00 each - AUS ONLY  $
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www.columban.org.au

SHOP ONLINE
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Pedalling to Live update - Philippines

The Pedalling to Live Programme in the Philippines 
is expanding with a number of new ventures. The 
program is making a difference in providing work, 
housing and training in organic farming. 

The latest initiative was setting up a small business 
venture for hearing-impaired young professionals.

With your help we hope to be able to give 
independence to those people who most need it.
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Please fill in all your details below:

NZ 2019 Columban Calendar ($15.00 inc. postage & handling) 
*Additional calendar $12.00 each - NZ ONLY  $
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