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Columban Fr Alo Connaughton 
interviews a Korean Columban Priest 
who has worked for eight years in the 
high Andean region of Peru where life 
is tough for everyone.

In this issue we feature four Australian 
Columbans who are celebrating 50 
years of missionary priesthood and 
five celebrating 40 years.

Tributes poured in after the death of 
Irish Columban Fr PJ McGlinchey who 
died on April 23, 2018 in South Korea 
including one from the President.

This issue is packed with good news 
stories of ‘ordinary people’ doing 
‘extraordinary things'. These ‘ordinary 
people’ are those who have dedicated 
their lives in service to the poor and 
all those who support them.

W hen planning the June issue of 
The Far East magazine it was 

unintentional that the edition would 
feature so many heroic stories.

Of course, Columban priests would 
never see their work as heroic but 
I choose to think otherwise and 
I’m sure that many supporters of 
Columban Mission would agree. 

Columban Fr Liam O’Callaghan is 
working in Pakistan where the heat 
is relentless and rising. It is causing 
deaths at an alarming rate. 

In the Philippines Columban Fr Shay 
Cullen writes about the lack of human 
rights of the oppressed, particularly 
the 600 workers in shelters at the 
Philippine Embassy in Kuwait. 

The Reflection, by Columban 
Fr Bobby Gilmore, ‘Mission in 
fragmentation’ gives five examples of 
how mission might be accomplished 
in an urbanising, migrating and 
fragmenting world of great wealth 
and want. 

In our centenary spread, Melbourne 
born Fr Peter Kelly is featured in 
‘Where are they now'. Fr Peter’s first 
appointment was to Korea where he 
worked for 21 years. 

We meet another hero, Columban  
Fr Peter Gabriel who was the first 

South Australian to join the Society 
and the first Australian Columban to 
die. In his short life he set the bar high 
for those who followed him. 

It is hard to imagine our children and 
grand-children working at eight years 
of age on a rotting rubbish dump to 
earn enough money to buy a meal for 
the day. Thank God for Columban Lay 
Missionaries like Sunhee (Sunny) Kim 
who spends time with the children, 
tending to their physical and spiritual 
needs.

Things took a turn for the worse when 
Columban Fr Gerard Desmond went 
to the bank to withdraw $2,000.00 
(US). He was confronted by a couple 
of thugs who shot him in both legs 
and hit him over the head with the 
butt of a revolver. He was released 
from hospital a few days later and 
‘apparently none the worse for what 
happened’. Now that is tough!

In his column, From the Director, 
Fr Brian Vale reflects on what can 
eventuate from a meal shared with 
strangers. This is what happened to 
one of the Columban founders,  
Fr Edward Galvin who unexpectedly 
shared a meal with a Canadian priest 
who spoke passionately about his 
work in China and its dire need for 
priests. The rest is history!

From the Editor
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Interview with a Korean Columban 

priest working in the Andean region 

of Peru.

Two Peruivan women living in the Andean region 
of Peru, where Columban Fr Young-In Kim has 
worked for over eight years. 
(See story pages 18-19)
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AYYAZ GULZARThe heat is on

alma Adeel, a Muslim mother of three, works in 
a garment factory to support her family. She was 

forced to find work after her husband died during a deadly 
heat wave in Karachi in 2015. 

"It was very shocking. My husband was a painter and used to 
take contracts to whitewash houses and buildings," she said. 

"He had decent earnings and we were living happily. I never 
imagined that one day I would have to go and do an outside 
job. The first few months were very tough when there was no 
one to support us. I work nine hours a day and some days I 
work overtime to make ends meet."

Pakistan's climate is changing very quickly and it's 
getting hotter every year. Adeel's husband was not 
the only victim. More than 2,000 people died from 
dehydration and heat stroke during the record-breaking 
hot weather in southern Pakistan in June 2015. 

Since then, government organizations and environmental 
NGOs have been running public awareness campaigns to 
keep people safe during extremely hot summers. 

While climate change remains a huge challenge for 
Pakistan, Fr Liam O'Callaghan, based in Hyderabad, has 
joined efforts to reduce its impact. 

"It was saddening to see people dying all around due to the 
heat wave and that was the time I decided to play my part to 
combat climate change," he said.

Fr O'Callaghan conducts nationwide workshops, seminars 
and training programs to make people aware of the 
challenges Pakistan faces from climate change and global 
warming. 

He carries out his mission without any discrimination 
against sects and religions. He approaches Catholic, 
Protestant and government schools to train students and 
teachers to avoid habits that may spoil the atmosphere and 
environment. 

In the last two years, he has formed two 25 member groups 
for protecting the environment. Each group contains 
Christians, Hindus and Muslims working in unity and 
harmony in their respective areas of Hyderabad and Mirpur 
Khas. 

S

As rising temperatures in Pakistan cause more deaths, an Irish Columban priest is at 
the forefront of efforts to protect the environment.

"These two interfaith groups are doing a good job. They are 
creating awareness about challenges due to climate change, 
shortage of water and unhealthy and unhygienic surroundings 
in their areas," Fr O'Callaghan said.

"Our volunteer members are helping us to reach out to more 
people, groups, institutes, schools and colleges with our 
mission to make people aware about the challenges earth, our 
common home, is facing.

Ecology issues cannot be solved if we only work within the 
Catholic Church. People from all religions, castes, tribes and 
nations are living together and must work together to deal 
with it. I am happy that the bishop and my fellow priests are 
supporting my work.

In the beginning it was difficult for Christian and Hindu 
members to work with Muslims due to fear and a negative 
mindset about them. I am happy that working together has 
broken down those barriers. Last year all members of our 
groups came to gather for Eid, (a Muslim religious festival) and 
Christmas parties."

Fr O'Callaghan is a Co-ordinator of the Ecology Commission 
in Hyderabad Diocese and involved in the Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation ministry of the Columbans. He also led 
the translation work of Laudato Si’, the papal document on 
climate change, into Urdu in 2015.

The commission conducted programs in 12 church schools 
last year and formed ecology groups comprising two to 
three teachers and eight to ten students. It also celebrates 
special days for the environment, earth and water. 

"The major issue of climate change and increasing heat in 
the cities and the country is due to the lack of trees," said Fr 
O'Callaghan.

"Trees cut for construction purposes and for the development 
of cities have not been replaced until now. Along with Caritas 
Pakistan and the Catholic Board of Education, we are working 
to plant as many trees and plants as possible in schools and 
church premises." 

The Ecology Commission is also training people to avoid 
the use of plastic bags and is promoting eco-friendly bags 
made from old clothing. 
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PAKISTAN

Ayyaz Gulzar Hyderabad, Pakistan, UCA news - ucanews.com 

Photo: Fr Seamus Cullen SSC

Published La Croix International, April 21, 2018  
(https://international.la-croix.com)

Commission secretary Danish Yakoob said plastic bags were 
causing pollution and sewerage issues.

"We are also encouraging people to keep plants in their houses 
and if possible plant a tree outside. We have also taken our 
volunteers to parks to clean the surroundings. Most of the 
rubbish we collected was plastic," Yakoob said. 

Commission members have also met government officials 
and political leaders to encourage them to be part of their 
campaign to protect the environment. 

"We have had a mixed response from government officials and 
political leaders. No great action has been taken by them but 
we are very much hopeful and will keep on trying to achieve 
our goals," Fr O'Callaghan said. 

"We use presentations and video documentaries to make 
people aware of issues they are facing due to climate change. 
I appreciate the spirit of school students. They are showing a 
huge interest and learning things to keep their surroundings 
clean, save water from being wasted, take care of plants and to 
drop litter in bins," he said.

Caritas Pakistan has pledged to plant one million trees in 
Pakistan from 2016-20 to combat climate change and heat 
waves.

Hyderabad, Pakistan 2017.

Caritas Pakistan has pledged to plant 
one million trees in Pakistan from 
2016-20 to combat climate change 
and heat waves.“ 
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Deport the sex tourists, not the 
missionaries FR SHAY CULLEN

here are as many as 16,000 Filipinos or more living 
and working and earning just and good wages in 

Ireland. There are 4,265 that are nurses and thousands more 
are caregivers and other professions. They are welcomed, 
trusted and highly respected there and they send their 
hard earned money back to the Philippines to support their 
families. They are caring, trustworthy and dedicated to 
their profession and loved by the people of Ireland. They 
are key employees in the Irish health system. Many church 
communities are inspired by the Filipino choirs as most 
are faithful to their Christian faith and attend church. The 
Filipino Muslims abroad are faithfully going to the mosque. 

Overseas workers endure the loss of being with their 
families in the Philippines but they sacrifice themselves to 

T

Photo: UCANews/Mark Saludes

earn a living and support their children and parents. The 
Philippine economy is said to be growing at an estimated 
6.4% although the accuracy of the figure is hard to confirm. 
Yet the unemployment situation is dire and millions of 
Filipinos have had to leave home to find a decent paying 
job. 

Deplorably in the Middle East, some of them suffer abuse 
and exploitation by unscrupulous employers where 
they are victims of human trafficking, sexual abuse and 
even murdered. There are 600 Filipinos in shelters at the 
Philippine Embassy in Kuwait where they reside having 
been rescued from their places of employment by Embassy 
staff in a controversial move that angered the Kuwaiti 
authorities. 

A group of religious Sisters embrace Sr Patricia Fox after her release by Philippines authority following her arrest on April 16, 2018.

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/June/06_Deport_the_sex_tourists__not____.mp3
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Columban Fr Shay Cullen SSC has been a missionary in the Philippines 
since 1969.

PHILIPPINES

There will be an agreement signed soon between Kuwait 
and the Philippines whereby the rights and dignity of 
the 170,000 Filipinos working there will be protected 
and respected, we hope. How important it is for the 
government to protect the rights of the Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFW). In every country in the world working 
Filipinos are found and they are well accepted and 
respected in most. Filipinos working abroad send back as 
much as an estimated 14 billion US dollars to the Philippines 
every year.It is the mainstay of the Philippine government 
and economy. 

Most of the foreigners in the Philippines are employees of 
multinationals or local business corporations or investors in 
sex bars and clubs that exploit Filipinos shamelessly. They 
seem to enjoy impunity from drug raids or rescue missions 
by government authorities. The women in Kuwait were 
rescued under the noses of the Kuwaiti authorities. Here 
in the Philippines, the abuse and exploitation of young 
Filipino women and children and drug use is generally 
tolerated. It is mostly non-government agencies that rescue 
and save some of the victims. 

The other foreigners are those missionaries who have come 
to serve the Filipinos. They are unpaid volunteers and they 
too have sacrificed their normal lives of having a family and 
children and the simple comfort of their home country and 
relatives. They sacrifice their lives to work among the poor 
and the oppressed without pay and do so out of love and 
solidarity with the oppressed, abused, deprived Filipinos 
in areas of hardship. They risk their well-being and several 
have been killed and kidnapped over the years. They 
deserve recognition for doing the work of defending the 
exploited, abused and victims of human rights violations. 
This is the work of government social services, which is 
lacking, and this is where the charitable volunteers step-
in by showing compassion, concern and bringing relief 
and help. They are branded as being engaged in “political 
activism.” 

Sr Patricia Fox, 71, an Australian, 27 years serving the 
poor, is superior of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Sion 
in the Philippines. She was arrested by immigration 
officials a few weeks ago and brought to the Bureau of 
Immigration for investigation and questioning. As we 
go to press, her missionary visa is revoked and she will 
be deported in thirty days. She is accused of engaging 
in “political activities” for being an advocate for 
human rights and the rights of oppressed farmers and 
indigenous people in Mindanao.

She was threatened with deportation when she was 
accused of “political activities” for being an advocate for 
human rights and the rights of oppressed farmers and 
indigenous people in Mindanao.

Opposition lawmakers made a statement that said, “Helping 
the poor is not a crime and joining peaceful activities to 
advocate peasant welfare and human rights is not against 
the law.” They called on the government to release her 
immediately. After some time, she was released and so far 
has not been deported. 

When serving the poor and protesting human rights 
violations becomes a crime and branded wrongly as 
political activity, then that is a black day for Philippine 
democracy and is a slide towards tyranny and greater 
oppression. 

All who believe in mercy, compassion and justice are 
called by their faith and their commitment to the values of 
Jesus of Nazareth to imitate him and take a stand against 
oppression and violations and speak out about the right 
and wrong of it. It is a matter of witnessing to our faith, 
by being prophetic and doing what our faith calls us to 
do. Faith without action is dead. Taking a stand for life is 
being alive and human. We must not be afraid to challenge 
wrongdoing or be intimidated by the wrong-doers. 

The people that need to be investigated by the Bureau 
of Immigration are those foreigners who are overstaying, 
bribing officials and allowed to run sex bars and exploit 
young women and minors with impunity, not those 
missionaries who are serving the poor.
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FR BOBBY GILMOREMission in fragmentation 
I have come that you may have life and have it in abundance. (John 10:10)

n the old world of European empires the mission of 
the church travelled with the expansive energy of 

empire as it did previously in the age of trade routes and 
great migrations by land and sea. Today we live in a  
de-territorialised world of nation states each having its local 
church commissioned to be witness to the Good News of 
Jesus Christ

The question is: how does the Christian Church, the 
Christian community, the individual Christian, carry out 
mission in an urbanising, migrating, and, many would 
add, fragmenting world of great wealth and great want, 
powerlessness and unmet expectations?

Firstly, the role of the Church is to be in the witness box, 
not on the judge's bench. The first stage of mission is 
engagement in a spirit of welcoming dialogue with those 
whose lives are diminished by obstacles in the external or 
internal landscapes of their lives.

Secondly, witness has to be visible in relevant service to 
enhance the quality of life in the political, social, economic 
and cultural networks of people's lives.

Thirdly, witness demands standing with people, not as 
a spectator, walking with them in active commitment, 
confronting issues that are wounding their souls on their 
journey of hope. Migrants should be reminders that our 
hearts are on a journey of hope. God is present in the hope 
of the human faces. Agents of mission are challenged to 
match that hope.

Fourthly, authentic Christian mission activity must be 
asking why people are homeless, migrants, on the margins, 
afraid, exploited, unwanted, ignored and not respected. 
Anyone picking up victims on the road to Jericho has a 
moral obligation to ask why there are victims if the road is 
to be safer.

Fifthly, authentic Christian witness must be enabling 
people to be subjects of their own destiny not objects of a 
promoter's gratification. Equality is indexed to respect for 
others. Inequality is indexed to indifference to the plight of 
others.

Generally, mission exists wherever there is affirmation of the 
quality of life in all its aspects, an experience of community 

I

Columban Fr Bobby Gilmore lives and works in Ireland.

offering a sense of belonging, being at home giving an 
awareness of and celebrating transcendence.

In the present world such communities will be  
inter-religious, people of different beliefs, ideologies, races 
and cultures in a common struggle to experience the 
fullness of life both in the material landscapes of economic, 
political and social networks and particularly in the spiritual 
landscapes of the human spirit.

To be a Christian is to live dangerously, honestly, freely to 
step in the name of love as if you may land on nothing, yet 
to keep on stepping because the something that sustains 
you no empire can give and no empire can take away. 
(Cornel West, Democracy Matters)

My colleague Tony Ryan, (Cashel Archdiocese in  
mid-western Ireland) on his way to an appointment at 
Westminster Cathedral sat on a bench in the Cathedral plaza. 
A homeless man sat beside him. They got talking. The man 
was from Tipperary. So they had a lot to talk about. As Tony 
got to leave he offered the man money. The homeless man 
took out a handful of money from his pocket. Showing it to 
Tony he said, "these are the people that passed by. Thanks for 
your time".

God is present in small things!

To be a Christian is to live 
dangerously, honestly, freely to step 
in the name of love as if you may 
land on nothing, yet to keep on 
stepping because the something that 
sustains you no empire can give and 
no empire can take away. 

“ 

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/June/07_Mission_in_fragmentation.mp3
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Where are they now?
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Columban Centenary - Fr Peter Kelly

Photos: Fr Peter Kelly SSC

Originally from Deepdene in 
Melbourne, Fr Kelly was ordained 
on July 27, 1963 at St Patrick's 
Cathedral, Melbourne, by Bishop 
Justin Simonds. 

Appointed to Korea in 1964  
Fr Peter served as a Parish Priest, 
was secretary to the Bishop of 
Wonju, High School chaplain 
and English teacher, designed 
and organised the construction 
of a technical trade school for 
students unable to attend city 
universities. He also  
co-founded a self-support home 
for homeless children known as 
'Rag Pickers'. 

In 1985 he returned to Australia 
as Chaplain to the Korean Community in Sydney where he established 
a Korean Language School for migrant children and procured land and 
buildings for a permanent community Centre. 

From 1991-1994 Fr Kelly worked in Hong Kong assisting Columbans, Frs 
John McGrath and Ned Kelly with the management of the Association for 
International Teaching, Educational and Curriculum Exchange (AITECE). He also 
assisted Fr Ned Kelly with finding former Columban missions in China and 
renewing contacts with and organising support for bishops, priests and sisters 
who had survived the Cultural Revolution and returned to their mission to 
rebuild the church. 

In 1997 the Bishop of Shanghai asked Fr Peter to join the seminary staff as a 
teacher of theological practical English and organise renewal courses for the 
under-50 priests and sisters in the diocese.

Fr Peter returned to Australia in 2005 and was the Bursar for Columban Mission 
in Sydney until moving to Essendon this year where he volunteers his time at 
the Columban Mission Centre. 

Commanding General of the DMZ Korean Army 
Division (left), Fr Peter Kelly and the head of the 

Military Polce MP (right) on the Imjin River on the 
DMZ betwen North and South Korea in 1973.
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Your Columban story

John from Australia wrote:   
I am the youngest and only survivor of the family of the late Fr Kevin Mangan, 
deceased in 1990 after 50 years as a Columban serving mainly in Korea.

I was born in 1930 and with Fr Kevin entering the seminary in 1933 at Essendon.  
I have no memory of him other than him being a seminarian.

Our mother was a promoter of the Columban Calendar and The Far East magazine 
at St Patrick’s Church in Tongala in 1930s and 40s.

I can claim an association with the Columbans for 85 of my 87 years as a 
supporter.

 
Ellie and Paul from Upper Hutt, New Zealand wrote:   
In 1967, after sending our first donation to St Columbans, we received a 
letter from Fr Sean O'Connor in Chile. He thanked us for the money and told 
us how he had spent it.

Over the years, Fr Sean told us many interesting and amusing stories about his 
work in Santiago and Iquique.

I was able to tell of Father's work in my talks at Masses for the Caritas Bishops' 
Lenten Appeal.

We recommend that all parishioners read 'The Far East' magazine to know about 
the fine work the people of St Columban have been doing for 100 years. 
 
If you would like to share your Columban story with us, in 100 words or less, 
send your story and photo (optional) to: 
Columban Mission Centre 
PO Box 752  
Niddrie VIC 3042 OR 
E: tfe@columban.org.au

Photo: Andrey Armyagov/Bigstock.com

Benefactors share with us...
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What a standard 
he set

he first South Australian to join St Columbans Mission 
Society was Fr Peter Gabriel. Peter was the eldest 

of the nine children of Salem and Mary Gabriel who both 
came from Lebanon which was part of Syria at the time. 
They were Catholics of the Maronite Rite. Peter was born 
on May 12, 1889, and received his early education from 
the Christian Brothers at their Wakefield Street College in 
Adelaide. He left school at 15 years of age but two years 
later he was managing a drapery store in a small country 
town. Two years later again he was engaged in mining in 
Broken Hill and this was followed by a period of prospecting 
in Queensland. But then the death of his father brought him 
back to Adelaide to help his mother care for his brothers 
and sisters. 

By the year 1917, when he was 28 years of age, Peter 
was living in Victoria and studying accountancy by 
correspondence. He became a member of the Federal 
Institute of Accountants and an Associate of the Australian 
Institute of Secretaries and in his spare time was riding horses 
at picnic race meetings. 

A few years later in 1924 Peter met Fr Ned Maguire, the Irish 
priest who set up St Columbans Mission Society in Australia 
and this contact led to Peter applying to join St Columbans. 
But as he was now nearly 35 years of age he needed special 
permission from the Columban Superiors to enter the 
seminary. In time that permission came and after an initial 
period in the Essendon house Peter set sail for the seminary 
in Ireland. Towards the end of a thirty day retreat there his 
Columban director advised him to test a vocation to the 
monastic life. But it only took a fortnight at the Cistercian 
Monastery in Roscrea for Peter to decide that St Columbans 
was where he belonged.

Despite his older age he was a popular student with an 
infectious sense of humour. His short stature led him to 
put blocks of wood on his bicycle pedals so he could reach 
them, thus causing much amusement. His acting ability 

T

Columban Fr Peter Gabriel was the first 
Australian Columban to die. What a 
standard he set for those who followed 
him.

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/June/10_What_a_standard_he_set.mp3
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Columban Fr Ray Scanlon resides at the Columban House in 
Essendon, Australia.

AUSTRALIAFR RAY SCANLON

...He has brought great credit to the Church in this place by the sanctity of his life 
and by his heroic work on mission fields in The Far East” “ 

made him a great favourite in the College concerts and 
plays. At the same time his maturity and earnestness as a 
seminarian made him a valuable influence among his fellow 
students. 

Peter was ordained in Ireland on December 21, 1929, at 40 
years of age and was appointed to China. His journey from 
Ireland to China via Australia included a visit to the Holy 
Land and from there to Lebanon, the home of his parents. 
Subsequently he wrote articles for The Far East magazine 
about this section of his journey. Arriving in Adelaide in 
early August 1930, he had a short time with his unwell 
mother and then boarded the Changte steam ship in 
Sydney on September 24 destined for Hanyang, China. 

While studying the language in Hanyang his practical 
skills were used in the supervision of the building of a 
catechetical school there. He was then sent as an assistant 
priest to a boys’ orphanage. But 1931 brought a disastrous 
flood down the Yangtze River and 80,000 people in Hanyang 
were homeless and ill. For three months the Columban 
Mission headquarters was under water up to the first 
storey. As many refugees as could find a space sheltered 
there and thousands more were living in temporary camps 
on neighbouring hills. An epidemic of cholera broke out. 
Bishop Galvin, Fr Gabriel, other priests, and the Sisters did 
all they could to care for and help the refugees until the 
waters subsided. 

Later Bishop Galvin had the idea of a trade school to 
provide boys, particularly the orphan boys whose fathers 
had been killed by Communists or bandits, with a trade that 
would give them employment. He entrusted the project to 
Fr Gabriel who introduced the skills of carpentry and shoe-
making. He also built a foundry and set up an electroplating 
plant working in gold, silver, copper and nickel. Progress 
was slow and money and experience was short, but with 
many houses and churches being built, the school was kept 
busy supplying furniture and other church needs.

The trade school 
expanded and became 
a valuable asset of 
the vicariate. Then Fr 
Peter handed it over to 
Columban Br Colman 
and was given a new 
role as Bursar to Bishop 
Galvin. This involved 
caring for the needs 
of all the Columban missionaries in the district and giving 
advice for the construction and repair of many of their 
buildings. He also supervised the completion of a three-
storey convent for the Columban Sisters.

However in 1936 illness came upon him and early in 1937 
he returned to Australia to recover his health. But his 
condition worsened and eventually chronic tuberculosis, 
which affected the bones in his legs and one arm and finally 
his whole body, was diagnosed. Despite two operations 
and devoted nursing care he failed to recover. Although 
never free of pain, he never complained. His last gesture 
was a faint attempt to raise a hand in blessing over the 
assembled family. He died in Adelaide on July 14, 1938, 
aged 49. At a Solemn Requiem Mass in St Francis Xavier’s 
Cathedral, Archbishop Andrew Killian spoke movingly about 
him. “Fr Gabriel,” he said, “was the first South Australian priest 
on mission in China, and there he spent all the years of his 
priestly life. He returned only to die in his native land, having 
contracted a fatal disease, doubtless as a result of hardships 
and privations he endured on the mission field. He has brought 
great credit to the Church in this place by the sanctity of his life 
and by his heroic work on mission fields in The Far East”. 

Fr Peter Gabriel



PHILIPPINES
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n January 2015 I began a new ministry in Payatas, 
Quezon City, known as the Second Smokey 

Mountain. The original is in Tondo, Manila, a landfill that 
had been used for more than 40 years.

The landfill and the rubbish dumps are the most important 
means of living for local residents who collect the garbage, 
sell the recyclable wastes to the junk shops and salvage 
materials to make recycled mattresses and pillows. Children 
as young as eight years of age work there every day to eke 
out a living. 

I meet some of these children each Thursday at a nearby 
chapel where a lunch-time feeding program is available.

While the volunteers are cooking lunch, children attend 
a catechism class, have their hair cut at the barbershop 
and attend a simple clinic where I distribute emergency 
medicines for colds, fevers and indigestion. I treat minor 
wounds on a regular basis as infection is rampant due to 
the unsanitary conditions in which they work. 

One day, when I was walking around the landfill with my 
friend who was visiting, I heard “ate - ate - Sunny” from 
a crowd of children at the end of an alley. I followed the 
sound and saw that they were children that I meet each 
week at the feeding program. 

When I got close to them, I saw that they were not playing 
but working, separating the plastic and scrap iron from the 
trash heap and making feed for the pigs by mixing water 
and food waste collected at the landfill. No longer could I 
see the children as playful. They looked different. There was 
no evidence of the child. They were hard at work among 
the rotting rubbish that might provide them with enough 
money to buy a meal for the day. 

Meeting the children at their work had a profound effect on 
me. I saw the reality of their daily lives which deprives them 
of a childhood. I thank God that Columban Lay Missionaries 
can make a small difference to the lives of these children 
and thank our Columban supporters who make it possible.

I

Working at eight years of age 
SUNHEE KIM

Columban Lay Missionary Sunhee (Sunny) Kim from Korea has 
worked in the Philippines for six years. 

From Korea, Columban Lay Missionary Sunhee (Sunny) Kim gives an insight into the 
deplorable working conditions of children in the Philippines. 

Sunny Kim administering first aid to children in the Philippines. 

When I got close to them, I saw that 
they were not playing but working, 
separating the plastic and scrap iron 
from the trash heap and making feed 
for the pigs by mixing water and food 
waste collected at the landfill... 

“ 

Photo: Sunhee Kim 
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Gun thugs shoot 
Columban priest 
CYRIL LOVETT

n Saturday, April 28, 2018, Columban Fr Gerard 
Desmond, aged 74 was attacked by three armed 

men as he arrived at his residence in the Parish of Christ the 
Liberator, in the slum district of San Juan de Lurigancho, 
outside of Lima, Peru.

Preparing to go on holidays, Fr Gerard had driven to the 
bank to withdraw money to pay bills and salaries in the 
parish before he left.

He had withdrawn the equivalent of $2,000.00 (US) from the 
local bank. 

He drove back to his parish and as he got out of his car to 
open the gate, a car stopped behind him, and three men, 
two with guns drawn, demanded the money that he had 
withdrawn.

Fr Gerard refused to hand it over so they hit him with the 
revolver butt on the head and shot him in both legs above 
the knee.

Luckily the bullets went through the fleshy part of his thighs 
and hit no bones or arteries and lodged in the presbytery 
door. 

A man working on a building site nearby, apparently an  
ex-policeman from Venezuela, saw what happened, rushed 
to his aid, bandaged his wounds and drove him to the 
nearest hospital.

O Fr Gerard got nine stitches in the side of his head and 
several more on the leg wounds, but was released from 
hospital on May 1 and is apparently none the worse for 
what happened.

Fr Gerry Desmond grew up in Swords, Co. Dublin. He was 
educated at the O’Connell Schools in Dublin and entered  
St Columbans Seminary in Dalgan in 1963.

He was ordained priest in 1969 and assigned to Korea and 
to the diocese of Chuncheon, where he served from  
1974-1979. He then worked in Canada from 1979-1987, and 
has served in various parishes in Lima, Peru, since then.

Fr Gerry has provided pastoral aid to some of Lima's poorest 
communities for over a decade. His parish and house is 
in the slum district of San Juan de Lurigancho where he 
opened a primary school in 2011, as well as a community 
centre for youths and adults. He also campaigned for better 
facilities in the local chapels, including pews, windows, 
music equipment and PA systems.

Relieved parishioners posted on social media their delight 
that Fr Gerry survived the attack. One said: "God listened 
to our prayers, our beloved priest is out of danger - we're very 
happy."

Columban Fr Cyril Lovett, Communications Office, St Columban’s, 
Navan, Co Meath, Ireland.

Photo: JumlongCh/Bigstock.com

PERU



Mission Intention for June

Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the 
repose of the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society 
of St Columban who died recently and for the spiritual and the temporal 
welfare of all our readers, their families and friends.
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That social networks may work towards that inclusiveness which 
respects others for their differences.

UCA news - ucanews.com May 3, 2018

Korean church praises summit as prelude to peace 

Photo: sgam
e/Bigstock.com

Photo: South Korean Government

outh Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un smile as they head to Peace 

House in the village of Panmunjeom on the Demilitarized 
Zone that has separated their two countries since the 1950-
53 Korean War, during their historic inter-Korean summit on 
April 27, 2018. 

Columban Missionaries and South Korean church 
leaders welcomed the summit held at the truce village of 
Panmunjeom on the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).

"The Panmunjeom Declaration is very important as it opened 
the way for peace and reunification through complete 
denuclearization," said Cardinal Andrew Yeom Soo-jung 
Archbishop of Seoul on April 30, 2018.

"I welcome the efforts of the two leaders to take the 
initiative in encouraging both sides to lay down their 
guns and hold hands in the name of peace. I expect to see 
sustainable peace finally restored to our lands," he added.

South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un were seen smiling and holding hands as 
they crossed the Military Demarcation Line (MDL) and later 
enjoyed a banquet together.

It marked the first time a North Korean leader has crossed 
into South Korean territory and comes on the heels of Kim's 
recent trip to Beijing to meet Chinese President Xi 

"I believe the flame of the Holy Spirit has not blown out," 
said Cardinal Yeom, who is the apostolic administrator of 
Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, despite not being able 
to travel to the communist country.

S

South Korean President Moon Jae-in (left) and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un smile as they head to Peace House in the village of  
Panmunjeom on the Demilitarized Zone that has separated their two 
countries since the 1950-53 Korean War during their historic  
inter-Korean summit on April 27, 2018.

"Still there are faithful there who meet God in their prayers, who 
remember the graces of the sacraments and who long for God. 
I pray for the day when I can meet the faithful of Pyongyang 
Diocese and offer a Mass with them."



Fr Brian Vale 
director@columban.org.au

t is interesting what can eventuate from a meal one 
shares with strangers. Sharing food and drink together 

can lead to life changing moments. This month, on June 29, 
2018 the Missionary Society of St Columban celebrates 
exactly 100 years since its canonical foundation and it 
all started with a chance meeting over a meal. In January 
1912, 106 years ago, a Canadian priest, Fr John Fraser, sat 
down for a meal in a Brooklyn, New York presbytery with 
the local priests including an Irish curate, Fr Edward Galvin. 
Fr Galvin had planned to be out for that day but after being 
called away to administer the sacrament of the sick he 
returned to the presbytery a little late for lunch to find the 
Canadian visitor talking avidly about his work in China and 
its dire need for priests. By the end of that meal Fr Galvin had 
volunteered to join Fr Fraser and two months later the two 
of them arrived in Shanghai on the way to Hangchow, China. 
These days he would have had to first attend at least a nine 
month orientation course!

Over the next four years in China Fr Galvin toiled in this new 
cross-cultural situation with a very new language to share 
the Good News, administer Sacraments and help the poor 
but seeing the increasing numbers of catechumens was 
meanwhile sending home to Ireland hundreds of letters 
asking for more priests to come and help. On the advice of 
others and some prayer he summoned the courage to be 
the recruiter and returned to his native Ireland. He soon set 
about networking (as we call it today.) He knew he needed 
another local priest with some talent and authority to be 
a co-founder if they were to establish a new missionary 
society for China. They would first need to convince the Irish 
bishops to back this cause and give their permission to him 
and a few recruits to preach at Masses. They would need to 
fundraise for the purchase of a building for a seminary. He 
gave many talks and convinced a talented young professor 
at the Maynooth seminary, Fr John Blowick, to be the one 
who would plead their cause with the Irish bishops. By 
October 1916 they had received the Irish bishops’ permission 
to fundraise and appealed to the generosity and patriotism 
of a people who were in the midst of a struggle for their own 
political independence. 

By early 1918 a small group of priest volunteers, mostly in 
their twenties, had already opened a seminary in Galway, 

I
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A chance meeting over a meal
From the Director

started publishing the Irish 'Far East' magazine to spread 
their news, and by April had ordained the first five priests 
from the seminarians who had joined. The previous year 
they had received official approval from the Vatican to start 
a new society of secular priests, the Society of St Columban, 
as well as open a new missionary college and start a new 
vicariate in China. This new band of priests had initially called 
themselves The Maynooth Mission to China, as that appealed 
to the ecclesiastical and patriotic fervour of their time, but 
the great Irish missionary Saint Columban was chosen as a 
favourable patron when it was canonically founded on June 
29, 1918 by Dr. O’Dea, the bishop of Galway. 

It had taken several years from that Brooklyn presbytery 
meal shared by Fr Fraser and Fr Galvin for this dream to take 
shape but once Galvin had returned to Ireland the sense 
of urgency and generosity which Fr Fraser had originally 
instilled in him had inspired many in the Irish church to also 
respond. The fledgling Society of then started to spread its 
appeals for funding and recruits toward the Irish diaspora 
in the USA and Australia and by 1919 had received a reply 
from the Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr. Mannix, who had 
also studied at the Maynooth seminary. Through Archbishop 
Mannix’s introduction to the Australian and New Zealand 
bishops the Society was given permission to preach and 
collect funds in those countries and in January 1920 the 
first two Irish Columban priests arrived in Melbourne. Later 
that year two curates at Melbourne’s Northcote parish, Fr 
Romuald Hayes and Fr Luke Mullany, joined the Society.  
As they say, the rest is history.

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/June/14_From_The_Director.mp3
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Mission in the mountains FR ALO CONNAUGHTON

Korean Columban Fr Young-In Kim has worked for eight years in the high Andean 
region of Peru. He is interviewed here by Columban Fr Alo Connaughton 

Q: Can you describe the area where 
you work in Peru?
A: Our parish of Yanaoca in the Prelature of Sicuani is 
about a two and a half hour drive from Cuzco, the ancient 
capital of the Incas. I work with another Columban priest, Fr 
Paul Prendergast, from New Zealand. The altitude is about 
3,950 metres. In general, the landscape is barren with few 
trees and with barely enough vegetation for sheep, llamas 
and some cattle. 

Q: How about the climate?
A: There are just two seasons: the rainy season from 
November to April and the dry season from May to October. 
Most farm work is done in the rainy season. Crops are sown 
and there is more grass for animals. Lightning is particularly 

dangerous in the rainy season and every year it kills some 
individuals and even family groups.

Q: What language do you use?
A: Both Spanish and Quechua. About 40% of the people 
who live in the mountains use Quechua, the ancient 
language of the Incas. The younger people use Spanish 
more now as they are aware of being looked-down on if 
they use Quechua.

Q: So discrimination is a fact of life for 
Andean people who speak Quechua?
A: Yes, and this often causes them to have low self-
esteem. For example, sometimes when they have to go to 
a government office they get poor attention because of 
language difficulties or illiteracy.
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Columban Fr Alo Connaughton is a former editor of The Far East 
magazine in Ireland. Ordained in 1969, he is now involved in the 
formation of seminarians in Thailand and China.

TAIWANPERU

Q: How about the situation of  
women in the mountain regions?
A: Normally the women spend their time in the house, 
looking after the children and working on the farm with 
very little outside contact. Most of the women are illiterate 
and don’t understand Spanish, the national language. So 
they are very dependent. However, little by little some 
changes are taking place.

Q: Is religion an important element in 
the life of the people?
A: Long before the Spaniards came in 1531 and later, 
Christianity, the people had what we might call a natural 
religion. By nature they are religious people who are very 
aware of their relationship with their environment and 
especially with Pacha Mama or mother earth. When they 
became Christians many of these elements remained as 
part of their belief system. 

Q: How do you as a Catholic  
missionary relate to what was there 
before?
A: First of all we, as missionaries, have to be very aware of 
the values they already have. God ‘was there’ long before 
we came. Their thinking is very concrete; they believe in 
what they can see. The earth produces food so respect for 
earth is what should be at the centre of religious practice. 
The idea of a God or of a creator beyond earth can appear 
to be a very abstract idea. They can, for example, relate 
more easily to the saints, people they can ‘see.’ The annual 
parish fiestas and processions with the statues ensure 
protection for the village. 

Q: What are your responsibilities at 
the moment?
A: Theoretically at least, I have been responsible for 
what were originally six parishes; probably about 50,000 
Catholics. In the parish of Yanaoca where I work at present 
there are two Columban sisters, five Peruvian sisters and 
four priests – two Columbans and two associate priests. 

Q: How do you see your own role as 
parish priest of such a large area?
A: A first priority is to take care of the sacramental life 
of the communities. A second priority is concern for the 
physical and educational needs. For example about 70% of 
people in the parish cannot read so we offer educational 
programmes. We have opened a Casa del Niño – a centre 
for education of children and youth. We also get volunteer 
doctors and dentists to come from the city to offer 
their service. A third priority is to help to offer a spiritual 
formation leading to a more educated faith.

Q: In general, is communication  
difficult in your area?
A: Yes, in many ways. For instance we don’t have internet, 
email etc. Often organizations still depend on two-way 
radio. The diocesan radio is an important instrument for 
us; we also have a small parish radio studio now. This is 
invaluable in an area where many people cannot read. 

Q: You are preparing to return to Peru 
for another term - What would you 
like to do next time?
A: I would like to do more for the children and young 
people. Many of them just survive in the mountains with 
little education and have no option but poverty on the 
subsistence farm. At present we are teaching young 
people some skills. We have workshops in mechanics and 
computer training. We hope to generate a greater self-
esteem and help them take pride in their own language, 
culture and history so that their lives and opportunities may 
be better than in times past.

Photo: Fr Alo Connaughton SSC
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50th Anniversaries of ordination
This year four Australian Columbans are celebrating 50 years of missionary 
priesthood and five are celebrating 40 years. 
Frs Charles Rue, Ray Scanlon, Hans Meyer and Brian Gore were all ordained on 
June 29, 1968, Charles in Canowindra, NSW, Ray in East Brunswick, VIC, Hans in 
Bridgewater, SA and Brian in Fremantle, WA. In 1969, Frs Charles and Ray took up 
appointments in Korea and Frs Hans and Brian in the Philippines. After language 
studies, all four engaged in mission in parish settings for a number of years until 
further appointments to the ANZ Region. 

Fr Charles Rue began his missionary life in several parishes of the Wonju Diocese, 
Korea. After studies in Berkeley USA, he taught liturgy in Seoul. Mission Education work and 
Environmental Studies in Australia followed. Next was four years in the Montego Bay Diocese 
of Jamaica. Back in ANZ, Fr Charles worked on the Columban History Project and more recently 
as Coordinator of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation for the Columbans in Australia and 
produced environmental resources: 'Let the Sun Shine' and 'Eucharist and Laudato Si'. 

Fr Brian Gore received international publicity when, 
along with two other priests and six Filipino co-workers, he was charged with the murder 
of the Mayor of Kabankalan, Negros, Philippines and gaoled for two years until the case was 
dismissed. Back in Australia, Fr Brian served as Regional Director for the ANZ Region and then 
carried out the same role in the Philippines when he returned there. Now he continues to 
direct the farming, weaving and educational work of the Negros Nine Human Development 
Foundation.

Fr Hans Meyer was born in Germany and completed 
his primary education there before migrating to South Australia 
with his parents and older brother, Wolfgang. In the Philippines 
he served in the dioceses of Lingayen and Manila. Later he engaged in mission promotion 
work for the Columbans in various dioceses in Australia and in recent times was Chaplain 
to Nazareth House Aged Care in North Turramurra, NSW. Fr Hans now lives in retirement in 
Strathfield, NSW.

Fr Ray Scanlon after his first term in Korea, returned to 
Australia to manage The Far East Office. This was followed by 

many years in the formation of Korean Columban seminarians and five years at the Columban 
International Theologate in Chicago. In recent years Fr Ray has served at Essendon as House 
Manager and Vice-director of the ANZ Columban Region. 
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AUSTRALIA

40th Anniversaries of ordination

Fr Anthony (Tony) Cox after ordination was appointed to Japan where he 
ministered in several parishes for 18 years. He served as the Columban District Superior in 
the area of Wakayama and as Dean and Vicar in the Diocese. In 1996 he became Manager of 
The Far East Office and Manager of the Essendon House in Australia. He engaged in Vocations 
Ministry for a number of years. Fr Tony has worked as the parish priest of Boronia and as 
Chaplain to Stella Maris and to the Catholic Colleges of Mt St Joseph’s and Penola in Melbourne. 

Fr Bernard (Bernie) Lane attended St Vincent’s 
Parish and school, Strathmore and it was in that Church that he 

was ordained. Appointed to Peru, Fr Bernie headed first to the Maryknoll Language Institute 
at Cochabamba, Bolivia. He worked in a number of parishes in Lima and later as the Rector of 
the Columban Formation Programme there. After a period of Columban Promotion and School 
Chaplaincy work back in Melbourne, Fr Bernie returned to Lima where he is currently the 
Central House Administrator and energetic patron of the Manuel Duato special needs school.

Fr Paul McCartin hails from Ballarat where he was 
ordained. An appointment to Japan followed. An involvement with the teaching of English 
language to Japanese students followed and then some further studies in Religious Education 
at the University of South Australia. In 1998 Fr Paul was appointed the Columban Justice and 
Peace Coordinator for Japan and in recent times has provided significant reports of the 
devastation caused by the Fukushima nuclear disaster. 

Fr Patrick McInerney was appointed to the first 
group of Columban missionaries in Pakistan. In 1983 he studied 

Arabic and Islamics in Rome where he received a licentiate in 1986. Back in Lahore, he became 
the local Columban bursar and a pastor in the parish of Shadbagh. After six years he was 
appointed to the ANZ Region which led to doctoral studies at ACU. He was Director of the 
Columban Mission Institute until its closure in 2017 and is now the Coordinator of the Columban 
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations based in Blacktown, Diocese of Parramatta.

The five Columbans celebrating 40 years of Columban missionary priesthood are  
Fr Tony Cox from East Brighton, Victoria, Fr Bernard Lane from Strathmore, Victoria, 
Fr Kevin Mullins of Brisbane, Queensland, Fr Paul McCartin of Ballarat, Victoria, and 
Fr Patrick McInerney of Manoora, South Australia, all of whom were ordained in 
May 1978.

Fr Kevin Mullins after ordination was appointed to 
Chile and pastoral ministry in Santiago after language studies in Bolivia. In 1990 Fr Kevin was 
part of a new team mission to the Mapuche people which involved more language study. This 
was followed by a period of Columban Mission Promotion in the United Kingdom. From 2001 
until recently Fr Kevin was the pastor of the parish of Corpus Christi in the volatile city of Juarez, 
Mexico, just over the border from El Paso, Texas.

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban
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mourn with great sadness the death of Columban 
Fr Patrick J. McGlinchey. Fr McGlinchey came to the 

Island of Jeju as a ray of light and hope when it was torn by the 
events of April 3, 1948 and the Korean War. 

He established the St Isidore Farm to eradicate the poverty of 
Jeju. He set up a hospital, a nursing home, a kindergarten, a 
credit union and other welfare centres and became a friend of 
the poor and excluded.

The Irish priest with blue eyes in this way responded to the pain 
of the people of Jeju and inscribed the love and peace of God 
on their hearts.

With my gratitude and love. I will always remember and take 
with me the message of love, sharing and engagement that 
you lived out in your life.

I pray for the eternal rest of Fr P. J. McGlinchey “

President of Korea - Moon Jae-in

"I

Photo: Missionary Society of St Columban

Tributes pour in for Columban  
Fr PJ McGlinchey
Fr PJ McGlinchey died on Monday April 23 in South Korea. He was 89 years of age. 

News of Fr McGlinchey’s death came as Highland Radio 
prepared to air a documentary ‘A Little Piece of Home - 
Donegal to Cheju’ on his tremendous work in transforming 
the lives of the people of Jeju Island. 

The Irish Embassy to South Korea noted Fr McGlinchey’s 
“more than 60 years of dedicated service to the people of Jeju 
island”, South Korea’s largest island, which is located 70 
miles off the mainland.

A recipient of Ireland’s and Korea’s Presidential 
distinguished service awards, the Irish Embassy said Fr 
McGlinchey “leaves behind in Jeju a transformative legacy 
of farming development and the Isidore Development 
Association including a hospice, a nursing home, a youth 
centre and a retreat centre.”

Fr Cyril Lovett of the Columban Regional Council in Ireland 
described Fr PJ as “a charismatic character, a pleasant 
personality, and a born leader.”



 

 

 

 
 Remember Columbans in your Will

“Do what you can” Bishop Edward J Galvin

Your Columban Legacy

AUSTRALIA: PH: (03) 9375 9475 E: bequest@columban.org.au www.columban.org.au 
NZ:  PH: (04) 567 7216 E: columban@iconz.co.nz www.columban.org.au 

FORM OF WILL

“I give and bequeath the sum of $.............. to the Regional Director for Australia (NZ Wills: 
The Superior of New Zealand) of St Columbans Mission Society to be used for that Society’s 
general purposes as the Regional Director (NZ Wills: The Superior of New Zealand) sees fit.

We cannot take our earthly possessions with us, but we can so dispose of them that our 
good works will continue after we are gone.

By leaving a Gift to Columban Missionaries in your Will you become a partner in our work 
and you are leaving a lasting legacy for the future.

Why not speak to your lawyer about it?

 

 

IRELAND

“We mourn the death of an extraordinary Columban who 
spent more than sixty years on the island of Jeju. The people 
were extremely poor, and the farmers worked the fields with 
wooden ploughs and oxen. PJ helped them to improve their 
lands and their livestock.”

He highlighted how over the years, Fr PJ was helped by 
many young volunteers from Scotland, Ireland, Australia 
and New Zealand.

“He is best known perhaps for the ways in which he helped 
the material development of the people of Cheju, but he was 
always a pastor first and foremost, spreading the Good News 
of Christ’s Kingdom by his own activities,” Fr Lovett said.

May he rest in peace.

With thanks to Patsy McGarry of the Irish Times, Joe Little of RTE and 
the Donegal Democrat.

Fr Cyril Lovett of the Columban 
Regional Council in Ireland described 
Fr PJ as “a charismatic character, a 
pleasant personality, and a born 
leader.”

“ 
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The heat is on - Pakistan

Rising temperatures in Pakistan continue to cause 
deaths at an alarming rate. 

Columban, Fr Liam O’Callaghan works with groups 
of all denominations conducting global warming 
workshops and training programs to lessen the impact 
the heat is having on the people.

Help us turn down the extreme heat for those 
who already suffer from lack of food, housing and 
education.

Photo: Fr Seamus Cullen SSC
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