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Holy Spirit calls us to be missionary 
disciples, to open our eyes and see 
beyond our own cultural lens to what 
God is inviting us to become.

After 40 years in Chile, Columban 
Sr Angela McKeever has returned 
to Ireland. For the last 25 years Sr 
Angela’s pastoral work has been 
visiting the oldest and one of the 
most dangerous jails in Chile where 
most of the inmates are addicted to 
drugs, drink, money and sex. 

The Columban Centre for Christian-
Muslim Relations (CCCMR), now 
located in Blacktown NSW was 
officially blessed by Bishop Vincent 
Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, 
on February 28, 2018. 

As I write my ‘From the Editor’ column 
and reflect on each article, I am 
reminded of the commitment of 
those participating in God’s mission, 
particularly you, our benefactors, 
who have supported Columbans for 
the past 100 years. 
Thank you. 

I n this issue Columban  
Fr George Hogarty gives a 

graphic account of promoting The Far 
East magazine in far West Queensland. 
He writes with optimism and humour 
about travelling over 1900km in 
three days in the blazing heat and in 
torrential rain. 

Recently appointed by the Australian 
Bishops to the Facilitation Team for 
the Plenary Council 2020, Columban 
Fr Noel Connolly speaks about the 
Australian Catholic Church facing “its 
biggest crisis in history.” On May 24, we 
celebrate the Feast of Our Lady Help 
of Christians, Patron of Australia. The 
reflection written by Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, 
gives a detailed background to the 
origin of the Feast Day. This is an 
opportunity to entrust our faith in 
Mary for the success of the Plenary 
Council 2020. 

Originally from New Zealand and 
working in Pakistan for over 30 
years, Columban Fr Dan O’Connor is 
featured in the Centenary coverage 
of ‘Where are they now?'. He has 
contributed to this edition of The Far 
East with an article about the ‘Death 
of a human rights giant’ from Pakistan 
who died tragically in February. 

‘Your Columban Story’ features an 84 
year old benefactor who writes about 
driving a horse and sulky to school 
and delivering The Far East to a lady 
on a neighbouring farm. 

The exploitation of migrant workers 
in Taiwan is highlighted in an article 
written by Columban Fr Peter O’Neill, 
previous Director of the Hope Workers' 
Centre in Taiwan. A young Filipino 
woman who had become seriously 
ill while on contract was denied any 
medical assistance. 

The editor of the Hong Kong 'Sunday 
Examiner', Columban Fr Jim Mulroney, 
has retired after 15 years. He believes 
that one of our biggest mission 
challenges as a Church is to express 
our religion in simple, everyday 
language. 

Syria continues to be in the news 
for all the wrong reasons. However, 
recently a group of refugees were 
able to flee to Italy because of a 
'Humanitarian Corridor' project run 
by faith-based groups including 
Sant’Egidio.

Columban Fr Brian Vale reflects on 
Pentecost and on the variety of 
ways that the Holy Spirit moves us 
in our lives and in our ministries. The 
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A different type of mission. A dry and dusty scene in Middleton, Queensland. 

(See story pages 4-5)
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FR GEORGE HOGARTYA missionary flop, perhaps?

n 2016 I had both the privilege and challenge 
of spending time in the far west of Queensland 

while I was doing mission promotion for the Columbans 
in the Diocese of Rockhampton. Just as I was about to 
return to Melbourne after visiting the last of the parishes 
where I had promoted The Far East magazine, the Bishop 
of Rockhampton, Most Rev. Michael McCarthy, asked if I 
could stay on and help out in the parishes of Blackall and 
Longreach (approximately 700km from Rockhampton) 
from mid-September to mid-November while the parish 
priests took their holidays. I’d originally visited Blackall 
and Longreach for mission promotion in May but when I 
returned I discovered that far West Queensland had its own 
share of surprises I’d never experienced before.

My first surprise came when I was filling in for Fr Bill 
Senn in St Patrick’s Parish, Blackall. On my first weekend 
when I arrived in September I had to travel to Barcaldine 
a 105km away to celebrate 6:00 pm Mass there instead 
of Blackall. Overnight it rained. The following morning I 
was supposed to celebrate Mass in the towns of Jericho 
and Alpha to the east, 80km and 140km from Barcaldine 
respectively. However, when I rang the ladies in charge 
of the communities of Jericho and Alpha, they both told 
me emphatically: “Don’t come, Father!” The first lesson I 
learned in the west was when it rains stay put or suffer the 
consequences.

Before I arrived in Longreach parish, Fr Rob Hollow, the 
parish priest, had planned I would celebrate Mass for 

I the small Catholic community in Stonehenge, 200km 
from Longreach, on my first Sunday there. However soon 
after arriving Fr Rob informed me that Leonie who was 
coordinating the Mass had rung to tell him I shouldn’t 
come. Some of the locals had organized a cricket match 
with a rival town and the whole community had been 
called on to help support the event. I was to discover this 
again and again, when community events took place 
religion took a back seat. It wasn’t that people lacked 
faith but rather everyone had to pitch in when help was 
needed, regardless of religious background. In reality, 
it was a very ecumenical approach to life. Also priests 
were always wise to check close to the date of any Mass to 
find out if unforeseen circumstances had arisen to avoid 
travelling long distances for a Mass which no-one attended.

These factors all came into play when I decided to make 
a missionary journey to the far west of Queensland near 
the Northern Territory border during my last two weeks in 
Longreach. I hoped to visit Boulia, Bedourie and the iconic 
town of Birdsville, a journey of over 800km from Longreach, 
in order to celebrate Mass for the people in these isolated 
towns. However, it didn’t quite work out that way!

When I arrived in Boulia at 4:00 pm on the Tuesday 
afternoon I rang the parish secretary. She told me that she’d 
advised everyone I was coming and invited all the Catholics 
to come to Mass at 6:00 pm in the parish church. 6:00 pm 
came and went with no sign of anyone.

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to Listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/May/06_A_missionary_flop_perhaps_.mp3
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Columban Fr George Hogarty SSC was a missionary in Peru for eight 
years. He is currently travelling around Australia promoting The Far 
East magazine.

Photo: Fr George Hogarty SSC

On Wednesday morning I set my sights on going to 
Bedourie where I caught up with Mrs Michelle Dillon whose 
brother Matthew Moloney is a priest in the Rockhampton 
Diocese. I’d hoped to celebrate Mass for the Catholics here 
also but there was no such luck! Michelle told me with a 
resigned smile: “Oh Father, what a pity! If only you’d come 
last week but everyone’s at the swimming carnival now and 
we can’t come!” She expressed concern when I told her I 
was en route to Birdsville as a storm was predicted for that 
area, though she thought that it would possibly arrive in the 
afternoon the following day.

I arrived at Birdsville at 5:00 pm on Wednesday and set 
about trying to find the home of Nell, a leading Catholic in 
the town. When I rang, Nell was initially very welcoming 
but after a minute a note of anxiety crept into her voice. 
Instead of inviting me to her home, as I’d hoped, she told 
me to come for breakfast the next morning. She explained 
that her husband had flown out to his cattle stations and 
wouldn’t be back till late evening. Sadly, I never made 
it to breakfast with Nell and her husband the following 
morning and nor did I celebrate Mass with them! In the 
early morning, I was woken by what sounded like bullets 
hitting the tin roof of the motel room in which I’d been 
sleeping. The expected rain had come at 4:00 am in the 
morning, not 4:00 pm in the afternoon! I wandered around 
unsure of what to do. The rain fell in torrents and I feared I 
could be stuck in Birdsville for weeks waiting for the road to 
dry knowing I had Masses in Longreach on the weekend. I 

decided to pack my belongings and go out to the edge of 
town to see what the sign erected to warn motorists about 
the condition of the road might advise me to do. The sign 
advised caution but I decided to do the opposite and throw 
caution to the wind!

I headed back towards Bedourie post-haste. God seemed to 
be on my side as the rain hadn’t yet turned the gravel road 
to mud and I made it safely back to Longreach that night 
having covered 1932km in three days!

In one way, I felt my intended mission to the far west had 
been a flop since I had not celebrated one Mass for the 
communities I’d hoped to meet. On the other hand, I was 
overwhelmed by the vastness of the land and sky of the 
Western Queensland horizon which put my puny efforts 
into perspective over and against the majesty of God’s 
presence in such a limitless landscape. I couldn’t help but 
reflect that this was perhaps the true experience of mission 
God wanted me to have.

Entrance to Birdsville, West Queensland.
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The biggest crisis 
in our history
FR NOEL CONNOLLY

peaking to The Tablet* (14th 
October 2017) Archbishop 

Mark Coleridge claimed that the 
Church in Australia “is facing the 
biggest crisis in its history”. This is 
partly occasioned by the Australian 
Government’s Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses into 
Child Sexual Abuse. One part of the 
Australian Bishops’ response has 
been to call a Plenary Council of all the 
Dioceses in Australia in 2020. But as 
Archbishop Coleridge said the Plenary 
Council is meant not only to review 
the findings of the Royal Commission 
but also “to undertake a broad review 
of the Church’s mission, including how 
to give more responsibility to lay people. 
One major criticism of the Australian 
Church has been of the institutionalised 
clericalism within its ranks. Another 
topic to be discussed at the Plenary 
Council is how to involve women in the 
running of the Church”.

The Royal Commission was a deeply 
humbling experience for the church 

S because a large percentage  
of the allegations investigated  
by the Commission involved Catholic 
Institutions. Institutions supposedly 
run by disciples of Jesus who said, 
“Suffer the little children to come unto 
me.” (Matt 19:14). 

In their Final Report the 
Commissioners made 21 
recommendations explicitly about 
the Catholic Church. Predictably, 
the media has focussed on the 
recommendations about voluntary 
celibacy and the seal of confession, 
but as Francis Sullivan, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Church’s Truth, Justice  
and Healing Council, said in the 
National Catholic Reporter*, “The 
problem, of course, with the continued 
intense focus on these issues is that it 
masks, certainly from the perspective 
of many, the more significant and 
game-changing reforms that have been 
recommended. For example,  
recommendations that deal with 
broader concerns around church 

governance  
and the mutual  
participation of women.  
If these recommendations  
are fully implemented, the ramifications 
will be far more significant than the 
suggestions around celibacy and the 
confessional.”

In Recommendation 16.7, the 
Commissioners propose, that 
the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference “conduct a national 
review of the governance and 
management structures of dioceses 
and parishes, including in relation to 
issues of transparency, accountability, 
consultation and participation of lay 
men and women”. 

This is also a key goal of the Plenary 
Council 2020. To learn how to become 
a synodal church where mission, 
ministry, leadership and decision 
making are shared across the whole 

Photo: ssstocker/Bigstock.com
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Columban Fr Noel Connolly SSC is a lecturer 
in Missiology at both the Broken Bay 
Institute and the Catholic Institute of Sydney. 
He is also a member of the Adult Formation 
Team with Catholic Mission Australia 
and has recently been appointed by the 
Australian Bishops to the Facilitation Team 
for the Plenary Council 2020.

“faithful, people of God”. We need 
one another. No longer can one 
group be set apart and take all the 
responsibility. That is clearly the 
lesson of the Royal Commission. It 
is also theologically sound and the 
desire of many of the faithful.

As Pope Francis claimed in his  
address on the Fiftieth Anniversary  
of the Institution of the Synod of 
Bishops, “A synodal Church is a Church 
which listens, which realizes that 
listening “is more than simply hearing”. 
It is a mutual listening in which 
everyone has something to learn. The 
faithful people, the college of bishops, 
the Bishop of Rome: all listening to each 
other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, 
the “Spirit of truth” (Jn 14:17), in order 
to know what he “says to the Churches” 
(Rev2:7).” We are to “journey together”. 

In a letter to Cardinal Ouellet (the 
Prefect of the Congregation for 
Bishops and President of the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America), Pope 
Francis said, “Let us trust in our People, 

AUSTRALIA

in their memory and in their ‘sense of 
smell,’ let us trust that the Holy Spirit 
acts in and with our People and that this 
Spirit is not merely the ‘property’ of the 
ecclesial hierarchy.”

The first year of formal consultation 
and discernment for the Plenary 
Council will be launched by the 
Bishops on Pentecost Sunday this 
year. There will be opportunities 
for the faithful, including the 
disaffected and marginalised, to 
contribute in formal diocesan and 
parish consultations, but also in less 
formal gatherings of the interested, 
of agencies, of school communities, 
of the poor and marginalised and 
through the website, social media and 
surveys. 

We are facing, “the biggest crisis in 
our history”, a crisis clearly spelt out 
for us by the Royal Commission in 
Recommendation 16.7. The Plenary 
Council 2020 can provide the process 
with Pope Francis providing the 
theology, the inspiration and the 

example for serious reform of the 
church in Australia.

Photo: Missionary Society of St Columban

* The Tablet is a Catholic weekly journal 
published in the UK. 

* The National Catholic Reporter is an 
American Catholic newspaper published 
bi-monthly.
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CARDINAL DONALD WUERLOur Lady Help of Christians
Patron of Australia

he Blessed Virgin Mary is a beautiful, beloved, 
essential and pervasive figure in Christian life and 

in the Church’s calendar. She has been since the early days 
of the Church. Her feasts are as varied as the cultures of 
the world, with each having special traditions, customs, 
and habits of piety. For example, the Church honours Mary 
every Saturday, recalling both the one full day that Jesus 
spent in the tomb and the traditional belief that Mary was 
the disciple who best kept the faith on that day. The early 
Church took up the practice of keeping faith with her on 
that day each week.

Since the Middle-Ages, the Church has devoted the month 
of May to Mary. Many Christians undertake pilgrimages 
during this month to shrines associated with the Blessed 
Virgin. In May, there are also three Marian feasts that are 
celebrated which help us to understand what Mary can 
teach us about being disciples.

On May 13, we commemorate the Memorial of Our Lady of 
Fatima which recalls the appearance of the Blessed Virgin to 
three young children in Portugal in 1917. Mary encouraged 
penance, conversion and praying the rosary, warning the 
world of a Great War and suffering, but that, “In the end, my 
Immaculate Heart will triumph".

The Feast of Our Lady, Help of Christians, which is 
celebrated on May 24, dates back to the sixteenth 
century, which was not a peaceful time in Europe. In 1571, 
Catholics throughout the continent joined in praying the 
rosary in hopes of prevailing over military forces that had 
long sought to expand into Europe. These prayers were 
answered at the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571, which 
is now the feast for Our Lady of the Rosary.

Both of these feasts highlight not only the strength we find 
in asking Mary’s intercession, joining our prayers to her 
intercession, but also the confidence that God continues to 
act in the world. God hears the cry of those who suffer and 
God responds.

The third Marian feast for May is the Visitation of the Blessed 
Virgin on May 31. We remember how Mary journeyed to 
the home of her kinswoman Elizabeth to care for her as the 
birth of her son, John the Baptist, drew near. 

These celebrations, like all Marian feasts, are really 
celebrations of Jesus Christ, for she has no privilege that 

T

Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington. Published in 
Cardinal Wuerl’s blog, cardinalsblog.adw.org  
Zenit News - zenit.org May 24, 2016.

The feast day to Mary Help of Christians has been 
celebrated in Australia since 1844 but the history to this 
day dates back to the start of the 1800s.

Napoleon Bonaparte had jailed Pius VI who died in 
jail. When Pope Pius VII was elected he too was jailed 
by Bonaparte, who kept him prisoner at Fontainbleau, 
France.

The Holy Father vowed to God that if he were restored 
to the Roman See, he would institute a special feast in 
honour of Mary.

The military eventually forced Bonaparte to release the 
Pope and on May 24, 1814, Pius VII returned in triumph to 
Rome.

Twelve months later the Pope decreed that the feast of 
Mary Help of Christians be kept on 24 May.

The infant Church in Australia had a special reason for 
turning to Mary. In those early and mostly priestless days, 
it was largely the Rosary that kept the faith alive. Catholic 
Australia remained faithful to Mary, and was the first 
nation to choose her, under the title of Help of Christians, 
as Principal Patroness.

she has not received from God. In these days, we learn how 
to stay close to him in prayer and through the practice of 
charity, such as caring for a relative in a time of need, with 
confidence that our prayers will be answered.

To rejoice in Mary is to celebrate God’s greatest creation - 
the vessel he fashioned to be his own mother, the woman 
who would bear him into the world. In the life of the 
“handmaid of the Lord,” we learn what it means to say “yes” 
to life in the Lord and to discover in him the meaning of life.

With maternal love for us, Mary wants what is best for us - 
she wants Jesus for us, so she urges us, “Do whatever he tells 
you” (John 2:5). Then she helps us as we lead others to know 
and love her Son too. Her feasts not only empower us to 
turn to her in prayer, but also to love Jesus and others with a 
greater love.

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to Listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/May/08_Reflection.mp3
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Columban Centenary - Fr O'Connor

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban

When Columban Fr Daniel 
(Dan) O'Connor first arrived at 
the Columban House in Lahore 
in 1983, he was greeted with 
"There's a Kiwi in the house". And 
indeed he was a Kiwi hailing from 
Hokitika on New Zealand's South 
Island. He had been posted to 
Pakistan for two years on the 
Columban Overseas Training 
Program prior to his ordination. 

After ordination in 1986 he was 
assigned back to Pakistan, where 
he spent many years in the 
Lahore Diocese before moving 
south to Hyderabad Diocese in 
the Sindh. 

The Columbans have a strong commitment to inter-faith dialogue and this 
is a key mission for Fr Dan. "Inter-faith happens at grassroots level in the 
ordinary everyday happenings such as drinking tea, shopping, public 
transport, talking about cricket etc. It also takes place in a most profound 
way in the health clinic in the Badin Church compound. Here the sick and 
poor come for medical treatment. Many of these are TB patients and are 
Muslim, Hindu and Christian. Doctor Zakir is a Muslim and the other staff 
are Christian". 

"It is great to be in a country where the culture and language are so different from 
my own" says Fr Dan. He loves the hospitality of the people, the experience of 
the rural villages and singles out the wedding season as a particular delight. 

Fr Dan is an athlete with a passion for marathons, but his most impressive 
strength is his energy for Columban Mission in Pakistan over the past three 
decades. He has truly entered into the life and culture of the country.

Fr Dan is currently the Mission Unit Coordinator for the Pakistan Mission Unit.

Fr Daniel O'Connor running in a  
marathon in Pakistan.
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Your Columban story

Maureen from Queensland, Australia wrote:   
In the early 1940s I attended a small Catholic boarding school north of Wellington. 
From my childhood I remember mum receiving her “Far East” and commenting on 
the stories in it. The magazine was an integral part of our household. 

Soon after she died the yearly reminder to renew arrived and I was going to return 
the form saying she had died. Then I thought “maybe it would be nice to get it this 
year in her memory. That was 35 years ago and I really love to read the stories of 
our Catholic world.

I have used your articles on Fukushima as a base for an environmental 
article at my Writers’ Group. I share the magazine with two ladies from our 
Rosary Group. One lady is particularly interested in stories about China as her 
husband’s great uncle (St Cesidio Giacomantonio OFM) was martyred there in the 
Boxer Rebellion. He was canonised with others in 2000. 
 
Naida from New South Wales, Australia wrote:   
I am an 84 year old long time subscriber of The Far East. I was first introduced to it 
when I attended St Joseph’s School in Wauchope, NSW. My two older sisters and I 
drove a horse and sulky to school, approximately six miles each way. 

When I was in primary school, Sister had us deliver The Far East to a lady on a 
neighbouring farm. 

It was when I was at school that we had a visit from Fr Philip Crosbie. I have 
his book 'Pencilling Prisoner' which he wrote of his war experiences. 

Incidentally, my sister, as a teenager, sang at the wedding of Columban, Fr Trevor 
Trotter’s parents.  
 
If you would like to share your Columban story with us, in 100 words or less, 
send your story and photo (optional) to: 
Columban Mission Centre 
PO Box 752  
Niddrie VIC 3042 OR 
E: tfe@columban.org.au

Photo: Andrey Armyagov/Bigstock.com

Benefactors share with us...
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I was ready for battle

here was a frantic voice at the end of the phone.  
“Fr Peter, our Filipino friend Genalyn is sick in hospital 

and our Taiwan broker is going to send her back to the 
Philippines this afternoon. Can you please come to the hospital 
to help her.” I asked Sr Joyce, our Hsinchu Diocese Migrant 
Centre’s Filipino pastoral coordinator to come with me. We 
dropped what we were doing and immediately rushed off 
to the hospital. 

When we entered the hospital ward we introduced 
ourselves to Genalyn letting her know we were a Catholic 
priest and sister. She looked terribly emaciated and 
exhausted. Genalyn shared with us that a week ago while 
at work she felt very tired. Her dormitory coordinator took 
her to the hospital for tests and she was diagnosed with 
leukemia. 

T

FR PETER O'NEILL

Columban Fr Peter O’Neill writes about helping migrant workers in Taiwan.

This came as a great shock for Genalyn as a young 28 year 
old woman with her whole life ahead of her. While sharing 
her story she was in tears. Genalyn was the oldest of eight 
siblings. Like thousands of other migrant workers she made 
the heart wrenching decision to work abroad in order to 
support her poor family. She had only been working in 
Taiwan for six months when she became sick.

I asked Genalyn if she would like to return home to the 
Philippines or stay in Taiwan for treatment. Genalyn replied: 
“Father, do I have a choice?” I said to her, “Genalyn, why have 
you asked me this question?” She said, “My broker told me I 
must return home to the Philippines because there is no way I 
can remain in Taiwan for treatment.” 

I began to feel my blood boil. This attitude is so typical 
of Taiwan brokers and employers. They prey on the 

Photo: tashatuvango/Bigstock.com

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/May/11_I_was_ready_for_battle.mp3
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Columban Fr Peter O’Neill is the Peace, Ecology and Justice (PEJ) 
Coordinator for the Australia. He previously worked in Taiwan for 26 
years and was the Director of the Hope Workers' Centre.

They prey on the helplessness of innocent migrant 
workers throwing them away like garbage when they 
are no longer considered to be productive. I was ready 
for battle!“ 

helplessness of innocent migrant workers, throwing them 
away like garbage when they are no longer considered to 
be productive. I was ready for battle!

I went and spoke with Genalyn’s doctor who said, “Genalyn’s 
leukemia is very serious and she must begin chemotherapy 
immediately, but her broker said she cannot have the 
treatment in Taiwan.” I told the doctor the Catholic church 
will help Genalyn to remain in Taiwan for her treatment. 
The doctor said this is wonderful because it may be too 
dangerous for Genalyn in her present condition to fly to the 
Philippines.

I returned to the ward to inform Genalyn what her doctor 
had told me. She rang her parents in the Philippines. 
Naturally they wanted their daughter to return home 
so they could support her at this difficult time. Sr Joyce 
spoke with Genalyn’s father explaining to him that while 
his daughter was in Taiwan she was covered by health 
insurance and would receive excellent medical care. After 
receiving permission from her parents Genalyn decided to 
remain in Taiwan for treatment.

I braced myself before I rang Genalyn’s broker. The 
broker said Genalyn had decided herself to return to the 
Philippines. I knew she was lying. I told her Genalyn had 
changed her mind and wanted to undergo treatment in 
Taiwan. Instantly the broker raised her voice saying, “It’s 
impossible. Since she cannot work her company will cancel her 
work permit and the government will cancel her work visa. She 
is flying home to the Philippines this afternoon.” 

In a calm and strong voice I said, “Genalyn is not flying home 
today. In fact this afternoon she will begin preparation for her 
chemotherapy. I will arrange a meeting with the government 
to discuss Genalyn’s situation.” The broker was fuming at the 
other end of the phone. 

A week later we had a meeting with the Taiwan Ministry 
of Labor. After a lengthy discussion challenging the 
government on its responsibility to protect the human 
rights of migrant workers, the government eventually 
agreed to step outside the constraints of the law allowing 

Genalyn to remain in 
Taiwan for treatment 
and for her company 
to employ another 
migrant worker to 
replace her. It was a 
win-win situation. 

I shared Genalyn’s 
story with the Filipino 
migrant community at the Hsinchu Cathedral inviting them 
if they could to offer a small donation from their meager 
salaries to help Genalyn pay her medical bills. $7,830.00 was 
donated. I was deeply moved by their generosity. 

While Genalyn underwent six months of chemotherapy 
I arranged for a member of the Hope Workers' Centre to 
visit her in hospital every day. Once a month she was able 
to stay at our centre’s shelter for a few days of rest. After 
her treatment Genalyn decided to return home to the 
Philippines where she was hopeful she would continue 
to recover from her leukemia. But while waiting to have 
a bone marrow transplant she became seriously ill and 
tragically, eight months later she passed away in the 
company of her loving family. 

On my visits to the hospital Genalyn would often share 
with me her deep faith in God, and the inner strength she 
received through prayer. She suffered the usual effects 
of chemotherapy but these never dampened her spirit of 
hope and gratefulness. Genalyn taught me to embrace 
everyday as if it was my last. I was truly blessed by her 
courage and her strength. 

Photo: Bigstock.com

TAIWAN

Orange ribbon symbolises 
leukemia awareness.
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Fr Jim Mulroney at the 
'Sunday Examiner' office, 

Hong Kong.
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n issue of the 'Sunday 
Examiner' goes out and in 

the words of poet, John Kelly, “… the 
word, released, rooted and roaming 
now, God knows what streets, hearts, 
homes...” And it cannot be taken back.

But on January 1, this year, it was not 
just the paper going out, but myself 
as the editor as well. After 15 years at 
the helm of the diocesan newspaper 
in Hong Kong fresh blood is coming 
in to fill the position and take up the 
challenge of putting out Hong Kong’s 
Catholic News of the Week.

A couple of years on a diocesan 
education team in Australia led me 
to believe that one of our biggest 
mission challenges as a Church is 
to express our religion in simple, 
everyday language that can pass the 
chitchat test on the train.

Once when I was asked to say grace 
at a wedding reception one person 
thanked me, saying, “You spoke 
meaningfully about the presence of 
God in our lives without mentioning his 
name once. I thank you for that.”

I believe that is also the challenge of 
a Catholic newspaper, to tell the story 
of the religious expression of our lives 
in word pictures of faith without the 
technical complexity.

Many years ago, I read some 
pastoral advice from a rabbi saying, 
“If there is a funeral on in town, be 
there; if a circus comes to town, go; if 
people are gathering, join; if there is 
a disaster, get there.”

A

Goodbye to the editor's desk 
FR JIM MULRONEY

Columban Fr Jim Mulroney is the former 
Editor of the 'Sunday Examiner' and resides 
in Hong Kong.

It was good advice for a young priest 
in a parish and it is good advice for 
a newspaper as well and even as a 
small, weekly publication that seeks 
to provide comment and niche news, 
there is plenty to choose from as our 
community is full of fascinating stories 
of faith from the daily lives of the 
people.

A newspaper cannot be written from 
the office, but must reflect life on the 
streets, which can make weekends 
and even nights a hectic affair, but 
reaps a rich reward with first hand 
human stories and my experience 
is that most people like being 
interviewed. I believe it is because 
journalists listen to them. For some 
this is a rarity. For the downtrodden, it 
is dignifying.

As religious people we are called to 
serve and interpreting and describing 
the religious dimension of life in the 
ebb and flow of our secular cities is 
the service of a Catholic newspaper.

As a high school student, I once went 
on a class visit to a newspaper office. 
I admiringly said to a senior journalist 
who was explaining that writing is a 
product of hard work, “But you have a 
gift for putting words together.”

He took off his glasses and said, “It is 
not a gift son. It is a craft - and a craft 
well worth your learning.”

While how well learned is a matter for 
the reader to decide, but the choice 
of content each week belongs to the 
editor. At the 'Sunday Examiner' we 

Columban, Fr Jim Mulroney was the editor of the 'Sunday Examiner’ for 15 years. 
Published weekly, the 'Examiner' was the English language paper for the Diocese of 
Hong Kong.

have adopted the pastoral priorities 
of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences as our editorial policy: the 
dialogue with religion, the dialogue 
with culture and the dialogue with 
life, often interpreted as poverty.

There are many stories in the big city 
and why this one and not that one is 
always a question. I chose because I 
found them interesting, and I hope 
others did too!

To those who trusted me with their 
stories and to those who shared 
information I say thank you, as I do 
to our staff for their fidelity and hard 
work.

To those who think the 'Sunday 
Examiner' is not as interesting as it 
used to be, I simply quote a former 
editor of Punch (a British magazine of 
humour and satire than ran from 1841-
2002), who said in a similar situation, 
“It never was!”

But to those who have done so much 
for our paper by following us over the 
years, I trust you have been enriched.

Best wishes to our readers and 
contributors.



Mission Intention for May

Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the 
repose of the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society 
of St Columban who died recently and for the spiritual and the temporal 
welfare of all our readers, their families and friends.
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That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific mission, by responding with 
creativity to the challenges that face the world today.

Zenit News - zenit.org March 27, 2018

‘Humanitarian corridor’ brings Syrian refugees to safety 

Photo: sgam
e/Bigstock.com
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he Sant’Egidio Community* welcomed a group of 
Syrian refugees from Homs to Italy on March 27, 

2018, Vatican News reported.

The group was able to come to Italy because of the 
'Humanitarian Corridor' project, reached by faith-based 
groups including Sant’Egidio and the Italian Government. 
The project allows refugees to obtain visas to Italy and to 
avoid hazardous sea travel.

Pope Francis cited the benefits of the 'Humanitarian C orridor' 
project during his March 11, 2018, visit to the Sant’Egidio 
Community in Rome.

To address the waves of landings of immigrants and refugees 
from Africa or from the Middle East on the Italian coasts, 
in 2015 the Community began to establish 'humanitarian 
corridors' to make possible access in Italy of refugees and 
those requesting asylum in conditions of legality and 
security. After Italy, other corridors were opened to France 
and Belgium.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Sant’Egdio, Marco 
Impagliazzo, the President of the Sant’Egidio Community, 
reacted to the concerns of migrants expressed by Pope 
Francis in the following: “I must say that to listen to the 
Pope, who speaks of migrants, always strikes me so much, 
because I see two sources in his words. One is the Gospel, 
from which the Pope draws strength - I’m thinking of 
the account of the Last Judgment, Matthew 25, “I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me” - but I think of the 
whole Bible, where the foreigner is always under God’s 
protection. Then there is the Pope’s personal history, 
connected to Argentina, which became a great country, 
precisely because of the mixture of many peoples.”

T

Woman walks near destroyed homes in Homs.

*Sant’Egidio is a Christian community with a network of communities 
in more than 70 countries of the world. The Community pays attention 
to the periphery and peripheral people, gathering men and women of 
all ages and conditions, united by a fraternal tie through the listening 
of the Gospel and the voluntary and free commitment for the poor and 
peace.



Fr Brian Vale 
director@columban.org.au

n this post-Easter time I have been thinking about 
the variety of ways that the Holy Spirit moves us in 

our lives and in our ministries. Just over one hundred years 
ago the Spirit moved the founder of the Missionary Society 
of St Columban, Fr Edward Galvin, to see the need for more 
missionaries in China. The Spirit also moved him to not 
just sit with that recognition of the need but gave him the 
impetus to return from China to his native Ireland and to 
collaborate with our Society’s other founder, Fr John Blowick, 
in making all the initial arrangements for getting official 
Church permission and setting up a new missionary society 
which included the recruitment of priests and seminarians 
and fundraising.

In 1918 Ireland had just lost 35,000 men in the slaughter of 
World War I. 23,000 people were dying or about to die of 
the flu that was brought back from overseas by the soldiers. 
5,000 died in domestic political violence after the Easter 
Uprising. There was also a post- famine yearning to emigrate. 
These were not times that encouraged calm, settled 
discernment but rather an era of great grief and upheaval, 
not unlike what we see in parts of the Middle East and Syria 
today.

I am amazed at the strength of faith and generosity of those 
people who joined missionary societies like the Missionary 
Society of St Columban in those difficult times. Similarly, 
many others were moved to support their cause in the 
midst of such domestic turmoil. Somehow they were all 
able to 'see' and move beyond that vibrant sense of national 
consciousness and identity, beyond their own concerns, 
to develop an international missionary consciousness and 
were able to 'see' the Chinese people and their need. Faith 
can move mountains and see over green hills to distant 
horizons. The heart response at such times can be powerful 
and lead to great actions.

This kind of missionary consciousness is needed today to 
help us see our one world, our one planet and our diverse 
peoples as all belonging together and interconnected, 
despite the news of wars and discord. Just as the founders of 
the Missionary Society of St Columban saw the Chinese people 
as people in need so do we need to have the same heart 
to see migrants from other nations coming to our shores 

I
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Pentecost Sunday - see and listen
From the Director

as people just like us. We need that new 'lens' and heart to 
see Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus also as our sisters and 
brothers.

One of the peak moments in the early Church was Pentecost 
Sunday which we celebrate in this month of May. We 
celebrate the many 'tongues' which recognised Jesus as 
our Master and the calling of all peoples to follow him then 
and in our world today. The Spirit who enlivened the early 
disciples and gave them the courage to share their post-
Easter experience of Jesus is the same Spirit inviting us to be 
missionary disciples today. This is the Spirit which inspires 
us, opens our eyes and gives us the insight to see beyond 
our own cultural lens to what God is inviting us to become. 

This conversion experience is not just about seeing with 
new eyes but also listening with new ears. At our recent 
Columban Regional Convention in Melbourne ordained 
Columbans and co-workers shared what they have been 
hearing in Australia and New Zealand. They recognised that 
there has been a reversal of roles in that civil society is now 
holding the Church to a higher standard of moral purpose 
and conduct. The overarching principle is to promote the 
value and dignity of all persons, especially women. Listening 
to the variety of 'tongues' on Pentecost Sunday and in 
civil society today has a new meaning for our Church. We 
now need new 'hands and feet' to carry out this important 
dimension of our Church’s missionary call. 

aabraham
Typewritten Text
Click here to listen to this article

https://www.columban.org.au/catholic-mission-files/mp3/the-far-east/2018/May/14_From_the_Director.mp3
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Death of a human rights giant 
FR DANIEL O'CONNOR

hen I heard of the death of Asma Jahangir I thought 
she may have been assassinated. On February 11, 

2018, she collapsed while on a telephone call and died 
suddenly of a brain haemorrhage. She has left behind her 
husband, two daughters and a son.

Born in 1952 into a Muslim family and raised in Lahore, 
Asma attended the Convent School of Jesus and Mary. Later, 
she received her Bachelor’s degree from Kinnaird College 
and she did further studies at Punjab University.

During the 1980s she became a pro-democracy activist and 
was imprisoned by the military regime of Zia-ul Haq. Some 
years later, Asma was placed under house arrest by another 
military dictator, Pervez Musharraf.

W

Cartoon: Mohammad Zahoor

Ms Jahangir co-founded the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan in 1987 and in the early 1980s the Womens' Action 
Forum. She was the UN Special Reporter on Freedom of 
Religion from 2004 until 2010, as well as serving on the UN 
panel for inquiry into Sri Lankan human rights violations 
and on a fact-finding mission on Israeli Settlements.

Though short in stature, Asma stood tall against the 
powerful bigots who were her biggest opponents. They 
were scared of her. Her relentless fight for justice and for the 
rights of the people made those in power uneasy.

Her fearlessness made them shudder and her quest for 
regional peace earned her the wrath of the war mongers. 
Asma was the conscience of the nation. She was an iconic 

Based in Pakistan, Columban Fr Daniel O’Connor recalls Asma Jahangir as a brave 
human rights campaigner who was an inspiration to many in her native Pakistan 
and elsewhere around the world.

Cartoon depicting Asma Jahangir’s contribution to Pakistan 
as a lawyer, activist, and brave champion of human rights.
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Columban Fr Daniel O'Connor from New Zealand has worked in 
Pakistan for over 30 years.

TAIWANPAKISTAN

Asma was a torch bearer for human and minority rights, who put up huge 
resistance against intolerance and retrogressive elements of all kinds.“ 

lawyer, activist, valiant and brave champion of human 
rights, and she stood undaunted in the face of extreme 
pressure often shrugging off death threats.

Friends, colleagues within the legal profession, intellectuals, 
minorities, politicians, civil society members and her many 
admirers were in a state of shock and disbelief on hearing of 
her sudden death.

Columbans in Pakistan had the utmost respect for Asma 
and found her to be an inspiration. We had active support 
and solidarity from her on the issues of bonded and 
enslaved labour. She was a proactive advocate in the 
movement to put an end to bonded enslavement of brick- 
kiln workers in the Punjab.

Columbans were on mission in Sheikhupura Parish for 
many years where parishioners struggled to make a living 
under the very oppressive Peshgi system operating in the 
brick-kilns. Poor labourers got sucked into huge debt by 
accepting cash advances offered by the kiln owners to 
help the workers. The labourers often availed of these cash 
advances when a medical emergency arose for a family 
member but this left them more vulnerable and gave the 
owners more control over them.

Working in a brick-kiln factory in many ways could 
be compared to being in a prison from which there is 
no escape. The majority of labourers are illiterate and 
deductions from their earnings are made on 'pay day'. 
Under the Peshgi system, brick makers became lifelong 
debtors whose descendants had to continue to pay off the 
debts.

As a leader in the Human Rights Commission Pakistan, Asma 
Jahangir fought for the rights of bonded farm labourers 
in Sindh. In the late 1990s and early 2000s thousands of 
these poor people were freed from the clutches of feudal 
landlords. Many were rehabilitated on church land in 
Matli Parish, then run by Columbans. Asma herself visited 
Matli and Interior Sindh on a number of occasions offering 
solidarity and support. On one occasion she donated 
money, having received it for an international award that 
she had won, and purchased land to rehabilitate freed 
labourers.

Her sudden death has jolted us and those who shared her 
vision in Pakistan and throughout the world. United Nations 
Secretary General, António Guterres said that her passing 
was "echoing within her native Pakistan and across the world. 
We have lost a human rights giant," he declared.

Asma was a torch bearer for human and minority rights, 
who put up huge resistance against intolerance and 
retrogressive elements of all kinds. Friends recall her 
courageous defence as the 'voice of the voiceless'. She took 
on dangerous cases that no other lawyer would touch, such 
as the case of the Christian man, Salamat, who had been 
falsely accused of blasphemy.

In 1985, she rattled the Ulema/Islamic Scholars Council who 
were promoting anti- blasphemy laws. She did not win that 
fight and was vilified by them and others. She made it a 
priority to defend victims of the blasphemy laws.

Asma was a brave and outspoken woman who showed 
resistance to dictatorships and struggled for the restoration 
of democracy. She was principled, fearless, the kind of 
woman who possessed a determination to confront evil and 
defend the vulnerable; she insisted that Pakistan live up to 
its democratic, constitutional and secular foundations.

She was an 'iron lady' who had the aura of grit and 
determination to fight 'tooth and nail' to champion the 
cause of oppressed women, children, bonded labourers, 
religious minorities, the disappeared and journalists. She 
confronted injustice wherever she encountered it.

Though her death may have deprived the country of its 
bravest soul and a fearless street fighter, her legacy lives on. 
In Pakistan, the institutions of democracy are weak and the 
systems for protecting fundamental rights are under attack. 
Asma Jahangir fought the good fight up until her last day. 

Darkness continues to sweep the country. New champions 
of democracy, human rights and human goodness need to 
follow the inspiration of Asma and rise to the struggle that 
she so gallantly led.
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An ecumenical and interfaith 
occasion FR PATRICK MCINERNEY

he Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations 
(CCCMR) was officially blessed by Bishop Vincent 

Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, on February 28, 
2018. The Centre is located in the Institute for Mission on the 
corner of Marion Street and Flushcombe Road, Blacktown, 
NSW.

The occasion was both ecumenical and interfaith, attended 
by Catholic representatives from diocesan agencies 
(education, youth, mission, parish and school), the Uniting 
Church, Coptic Orthodox, Muslims and a Jewish Rabbi.

Auntie Janice Brown gave the Acknowledgement of 
Country. Fr Patrick McInerney, Director, welcomed all the 
guests and gave a brief account of the Centre’s 20 year 
history and activities. Ryan Epondulan explained his role as 
Youth and Networking Coordinator in promoting interfaith 

T

Photos: Fr Patrick McInerney SSC

relations among youth, including coordinating Youth PoWR 
(Parliament of the World’s Religions). Fr Patrick and Ryan 
then showcased the interfaith resources of the Centre 
and invited and offered collaboration with all present in 
promoting Christian-Muslim relations in Western Sydney 
into the future.

Assoc Professor Mehmet Ozalp, Director of the Centre for 
Islamic Studies and Civilisation, Charles Sturt University, 
a long-standing friend of the Centre, gave a response, 
stressing the need and importance of interreligious 
dialogue from a Muslim point of view. He shared how this 
calling to interfaith relations had changed and enriched his 
life. 

In his address, Bishop Vincent affirmed that Christians 
and Muslims “stand united as citizens of Australia and as 

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv blessing the  
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations.
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AUSTRALIA

Columban Fr Patrick McInerney is the Director of the Columban 
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations in Blacktown, NSW.

brothers and sisters of the human family". Recalling his 
installation when he pledged to follow in the footsteps of 
his predecessors, particularly Bishop Kevin Manning, who 
built bridges between Christian and Muslim communities, 
Bishop Vincent stressed the importance of crossing over the 
religious divide and building an inclusive and harmonious 
society, adding: "I am so pleased that the Columban 
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations is now located in 
the heart of our Diocese and the heart of Western Sydney. 
We are the epitome of multicultural, multi-faith and 
ethnically diverse Australia. The Centre will play a vital 
role in building bridges in our community, bridges of 
understanding, inclusion and solidarity instead of walls 
of prejudice, division and exclusion".

Bishop Vincent also highlighted the example of Jesus as the 
model of Christian mission: "Jesus constantly went beyond 
the borders of every kind and affirmed the humanity of all. 
In so doing, he invites us to step beyond our fears, our tribal 
confines and to expand the boundaries of our love. Our mission 
as Christians is to make peace, to nurture goodwill and to 
facilitate unity in the face of economic and social inequality, 

cultural polarisation and fragmentation. We can be the places 
that refuse to be tribal, that create spaces of welcome and 
encounter and address mutual suspicion".

In concluding, Bishop Vincent prayed a prayer of blessing 
which included the following invocation: "May this Centre 
be a place where truth is deepened, understanding is enriched, 
unity is strengthened and diversity is enhanced. But above all, 
may it be a place where Christians and Muslims join hands in 
friendship, mutual respect and love, so that they may build 
bridges of reconciliation, peace and harmony for the wider 
society".

Bishop Vincent then blessed the staff, offices and guests 
with holy water. After a vote of thanks, all the guests 
socialised and enjoyed light refreshments together, proof 
that the work of the Centre is already bearing fruit.

Photo below: Fr Patrick McInerney (left), Assoc Professor Mehmet 
Ozalp, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv and Ryan Epondulan (right).
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 have just completed 40 years in Chile and for 25 of 
these I have been going to the oldest jail in Santiago 

called the 'Peni', pronounced 'penny'. 

It was built almost 200 years ago for 500 men. Today 
there are 5,000 prisoners and two years ago it had gone 
up to 7,000; so you can imagine the problems caused by 
overcrowding. 

Most of the inmates are addicted to drugs, drink, money 
and sex. Most have nothing to do all day except smoke 
drugs, make arms or 'spears' to fight one another, or talk 
on their mobiles. The law of the jungle is strong. He who 
has robbed most, the biggest drug dealer, or he who can 
wound or kill is the one who dominates the section. Many 
gangs are formed within the prison, so if you do not fight, 
you face hospital or the grave.

At the same time there are many signs of solidarity and 
prisoners do help each other, as one guard, who had 
worked for many years in jails, said to me, "Jail is a mini-
world, where there is good and bad". 

The only real help for them to think about change comes 
through the Catholic or evangelical churches. All have their 
pastoral agents working inside, and we have the privilege of 
going into the yard where they are and into their cells.

It is extremely difficult for most of them to change as crime 
is a way of life for them. Many have never worked a day in 
their lives, as their other 'work' provides them with much 
more money than working for other people. 

To see men or women in jail who are over 60 or 70 is sad, 
but all their lives they have been offenders. Sometimes 
you meet whole families who are involved in crime and 
sometimes you meet just one delinquent in a family with 
the rest all working for a living. 

One woman I met was in the women's jail at the same 
time as all of her seven sons were incarcerated. When her 
children were young she was abandoned by an alcoholic 
husband.

I

CHILE

Photo: Sr Angela McKeever

A cruel place SR ANGELA MCKEEVER

Columban Sr Angela McKeever writes about her ministry at a jail in Santiago, 
Chile, which can be a dark place but where hearts of stone can sometimes change 
enabling some to walk in the light of God.

One day going into the section for homosexuals, I met 
Miguel and I started talking to him. He told me he was there 
for robbing, which had a lot to do with his drug taking. He 
had been living on the street as he had lost his family, work, 
etc, because of the drugs. I asked him, "Would you not like to 
give up drugs?" "No", he said,

"I love my drugs". I had with me the Narcotics Anon (NA) 
booklet, 'Just for Today', meditations for every day of the 
year. He said, "Let me see what it says for my birthday".  

Sr Angela McKeever in Santiago, Chile. 
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Columban Sr Angela McKeever is from Ardee, Co Louth. She joined the 
Columban Sisters in 1966 and after her profession, trained as a nurse 
in London. Most of her religious life has been spent in Chile where she 
has done pastoral and health work before she became involved in a 
ministry to prisoners in Santiago.

The theme of that day was 'surrender'. He handed me back 
the book and said, "Surrender, never!" In spite of all his 
losses, even the loss of his freedom, he was not ready to 
blame his drugs which showed how much in the grasp of 
addiction he was.

Jail is a cruel place, steeped in darkness. We go there 
bringing some hope and light from the Word of God and 
also recovery in Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) or NA. At times 
you do meet some who want to come out of the darkness 
and change their hearts of stone and walk in the light of 
God. So we keep on going, keep on hoping and keep on 
praying for these prisoners. 

ON SALE
The Turning Wheel 

Book
Read about the history of 
Columban mission in Fiji 

from 1952 - 2017. 

Written by Columban 
Fr Francis Hoare SSC

$10.00 exc. GST & postage

ORDER online:  
www.columban.org.au



Australia Brazil Britain Chile China Fiji Ireland Japan Korea Myanmar 
New Zealand Pakistan Peru Philippines Taiwan United States

www.columban.org.au

TFEMAY18DONATE and SUBSCRIBE securely online at: www.columban.org.au

AUSTRALIA return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  
PO Box 752, Niddrie VIC 3042 A.B.N. 17 686 524 625 

NEW ZEALAND return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  
PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040

Thank you for supporting COLUMBAN MISSION
 $

 $
My gift to the Columbans: 

 $40  $70  $120  $240 Other $______

The Far East Subscription ($15.00 per year) 

I wish to donate on a REGULAR BASIS
MONTHLY  QUARTERLY 

 $

Total Amount Enclosed

 Please send me information on Columban legacy

I send my gift by:

 I have included the Columbans in my Will

Your Columban legacy:

(Pay St Columbans Mission Society) Cheque/Money order 

Credit card number:

Email:

An acknowledgement will be sent by email.

Card holder name:

Expiry date: Signature:/

  Visa  Mastercard

To help us to be cost effective please provide your  
email address below:

TFE@columban.org.au

2019 Columban Calendar ($12.00 inc. GST & postage AUS) 
($14.00 inc. GST & postage NZ) 
*Additional calendar $9.00 each - AUS ONLY  $

 QTY

www.columban.org.au

SHOP ONLINE

 $

 

A cruel place - Chile

Columban Sr Angela McKeever is returning to Ireland 
after working in Chile for the past 40 years. She has 
worked with the poorest of the poor people in slum 
areas and for the past 25 years with prisoners who live 
in inhumane conditions.

Assistance for those in the greatest need is 
unfortunately still a reality.

With your help, we hope to continue supporting 
those living on the edges of society. 
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