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W
hat a year it has been. 

We have celebrated 

the centenary of the 

Missionary Society of St Columban 

in fine style in Australia and New 

Zealand. The occasions were 

rewarding witnessing the theme of 

the Centenary in action – Sharing 

Gospel Joy with our benefactors.

The November/December issue of 

The Far East covers several important 

themes including the most wonderful 

of all, Advent and Christmas. 

On pages 4 and 5 you will see that 

changes are afoot with the former 

Regional Director for Australia and New 

Zealand, Fr Brian Vale appointed as the 

Vicar General for the Society. By the 

time you read this, Fr Brian will have 

moved to the Columban Headquarters 

in Hong Kong where he will reside for 

the next 6 years. 

In preparing for the Plenary in 2020  

Fr Noel Connolly speaks about the first 

year being devoted to Listening and 

Dialogue Encounters. The article was 

recently published in the Columban 

eBulletin and provoked a great deal of 

positive and negative feedback. 

In the Advent Reflection, Fr Cyril Lovett 

invites us to think about why we focus 

on Mary in Advent. He gives us three 

points to think about, one of which is 

Mary’s holiness lies in persistent, faithful 

listening to God’s word. 

Fr Jim Mulroney writes an opinion piece 

on the recent agreement between the 

Vatican and the current government 

in Beijing on the appointment of 

bishops in China. After living in China 

for many years, Fr Jim has good insights 

as to why the agreement is somewhat 

controversial. 

Building a stable in his parish in Japan, 

Fr Barry Cairns could never have 

imagined the joyous outcome from 

the project. He said it was the best 

Christmas present ever.

Fr Noel O’Neill tell us about his most 

memorable mountain hike in Korea led 

by a monk and feeling the presence of 

God in the beauty of nature. 

Mission World focusses on the 

recent earthquakes and tsunami that 

devastated many areas of Indonesia, 

especially the island of Sulawesi. Pope 

Francis has sent a first emergency 

contribution of $100,000 for the aid 

of the populations and prayed for the 

suffering and those who had died.

As Vice-Director, Fr Trevor Trotter has 

taken on the role of leadership for 

the ANZ Region until the election 

for a new Regional Director. His 

responsibility includes writing a 

monthly column for The Far East. In 

his first column he reflects on new 

beginnings as we approach the new 

liturgical year with Advent.

Known for his entrepreneurial and 

pastoral skills in South Korea, Fr P J 

McGlinchey was finally pinned down to 

do an interview for a radio documentary 

just prior to this death in April this year. 

As the interviewer Brian Kenny said, his 

story is not just interesting, it is inspiring. 

At The Church Up-Close Seminar for 

journalists, in Rome in September, 

Fr Robert McCulloch gave some 

perspectives about the current 

situation of Christians and Muslims 

in Asia. Working in Justice and Peace, 

Columban co-worker Ellen Teague 

attended the conference as the 

representative from Great Britain. 

Read how over 200 youth attended 

Youth PoWR (Parliament of the 

World’s Religions) held in Sydney in 

August. From the Columban Centre 

for Christian-Muslim Relations, Ryan 

Epondulan shares how many faiths 

came together to discuss the theme 

‘Harmony for Humanity’. 

A special Christmas blessing to my 

colleague, Assunta Arena and her 

husband on the arrival of their beautiful 

boy. Assunta is currently on maternity 

leave. Chris Murray has taken on the 

role of designing The Far East until 

Assunta’s return. 

Wishing you every 

blessing for Advent 

and Christmas.

Janette

Janette Mentha 
tfe@columban.org.au
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With Mary in Advent

Mary is the epitome of the lowly, for whom  

“there is no room at the inn”.

Virgin of the Pear: (oil on panel), Bellini, Giovanni  

(c.1431-1516 Galleria dell’ Accademia 

Carrara, Bergamo, Italy/ 

Photo: © Bridgeman Images
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Fr Tim Mulroy – Superior General

IRISHMAN Fr Tim Mulroy has been selected as the 

new Superior General and will be assisted by three other 

Columbans, Fr Brian Vale from New Zealand, who is the new 

Vicar General of the Society, Fr Alvaro Patricio Martinez Ibañez 

from Chile and Fr Joseph Kang of South Korea.

Responding to the news Fr Tim said, “As Columban 

Missionaries conclude the celebration of the centenary of our 

founding and at the same time prepare for a new century of 

mission, I feel both humbled and honoured to be given this 

leadership position”.

A former primary school teacher, he has been Regional 

Director in the US for the past six years. Originally from Meelick, 

Swinford, Co Mayo, Tim became a Columban seminarian in 

1987 and was ordained at Our Lady Help of Christians Church, 

Swinford in 1995.

The 54-year-old worked in parish ministry in Japan from 1995 

until 2002, when he went to the US as Director of Formation 

Meet our new General Council 

As the Missionary Society of 
St Columban begins its second 

century, a new General Council was 
elected at the General Assembly 
in Taiwan in September. It will 

draw together expertise from 
the US, Ireland, Australia/New 

Zealand, South Korea and Chile. 

(L-R) Fr Tim Mulroy, Superior General, Fr Joseph Kang, Councillor, Fr Brian Vale, Vicar General, Fr Alvaro Patricio Martinez Ibañez, Councillor. 
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at the Columban International Seminary in Chicago, a role he 

held for nine years.

Afterwards he served in parish ministry at St Pius X Parish 

in El Paso, Texas before he was elected Regional Superior in 

November 2012, a role he continued in until 2018.

 “Coming from Mayo, I am conscious that I am walking 

in the footsteps of Fr John Blowick from Belcarra, one of 

the founders of the Columban Missionaries, who led this 

international organisation during its infancy years,”  

Fr Tim commented.

“Today, a century later, Columban Missionaries include women 

and men, married and single, lay and ordained from various 

countries, who strive to build bridges across our divided world 

and promote the unity of all God’s children.”

“As I look at Columban Mission around the world, from 

Mexico to Myanmar, as well as from Peru to the Philippines, 

I am inspired by those people who remain committed to 

living out their faith in difficult circumstances. They remind 

me that the Joy of the Gospel is far greater than the world’s 

problems and suffering.”

The incoming Superior General said that, “As Columban 

missionaries look towards the future, we will continue to 

promote greater understanding and collaboration among 

Photo: © Missionary Society of St Columban

people from different religious traditions. We will also 

continue to emphasize the importance of caring for our 

planet earth, so that succeeding generations will enjoy 

God’s blessings.”

Fr Brian Vale – Vicar General

FR Brian Vale, (former) Regional Director for Australia and New 

Zealand was elected as the Vicar General for the Missionary 

Society of St Columban. The appointment is immediate and 

so we wait for another election to see who will be the next 

Regional Director. In the meantime, Vice-Director, Fr Trevor 

Trotter is holding the fort. 

Fr Joseph Kang – Second Councillor 

FR Joseph Kang, Vice-Director in Korea, was elected Second 

Councillor. He studied theology in Maynooth and spent six 

years in Peru.

Fr Alvaro Patricio Martinez Ibañez  
– Third Councillor

FR Alvaro was Regional Director for Chile until 2017. He had 

been due to take up a new assignment in the US region but 

will now take up his position with the General Council in 

Hong Kong.

Moving on

IT is less than twelve months 

since I moved into the ANZ 

Columban Regional Director’s 

office in Melbourne and it 

is time to move again.

I was elected Vicar General of The 

Missionary Society of St Columban 

at the September 2018 General 

Assembly in Taiwan. I will be moving 

to Hong Kong in late October to take 

up the new position. 

I have enjoyed the camaraderie and atmosphere in the 

Essendon house and office and will miss the friendly staff 

and Columbans.

I will meet many Columbans over the next six years but will 

take some time to adjust to working with the other General 

Councillors and to the busy city life of Hong Kong. 

It will be a transition with mixed blessings.

I would like to thank you, our supporters, for your commitment 

to the Missionary Society of St Columban. Your partnership in 

Columban Mission ensures that those most in need are not 

isolated from society. 

Thank you.

Fr Brian Vale

Hong Kong

Fr Brian Vale
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Will they listen, 
will anything 
change? 

I 
prepared what I thought was a good 

talk, but a couple of minutes into my 

presentation something, perhaps the 

Spirit, moved me to stop and ask my 

audience “what did they think?” One 

man started with a question, “Will the 

bishops listen?” It was quickly obvious 

that he was not alone. There was a great 

deal of scepticism in the room. So my 

“beautiful talk” remained on the lectern 

and we had 90 minutes of sharing.

Criticising bishops is a Catholic sport. 

It doesn’t require entrance fees or 

any special equipment. We have 

been enjoying it for decades. But 

unfortunately because of the Royal 

Commission, clericalism, the laity’s sense 

of being excluded from ministry and 

governance and a growing feeling of 

distrust in institutions across society 

we have now reached a serious level of 

distrust in the Church. In a few decades 

we have moved from uncritical respect 

to deep criticism. I believe a central 

function of the Plenary Council 2020 is 

to help us learn to trust one another.

That is why the process for the first 

year of preparing for the Plenary 

Council is devoted to Listening and 

Dialogue Encounters. Some of my friends 

suggested that we need social analysis 

and professional theological reflection 

etc. These may be needed before the 

Council is over but at the moment we 

need to share our stories, our questions, 

our doubts, our concerns and our 

spiritualties. Many people want to speak 

and to be listened to. If we don’t learn 

to respect and trust one another all the 

other changes will be in vein. 

On World Communications Day 

2014, Pope Francis wrote a letter on 

communication. He quotes Pope 

Benedict, “Effective Christian witness 

is not about bombarding people with 

religious messages, but about our 

willingness to be available to others by 

patiently and respectfully engaging 

their questions and their doubts as they 

advance in their search for the truth 

and the meaning of human existence” 

A couple of months ago I was invited to 

give a presentation on the Plenary Council 

at a Spirituality in the Pub session. 



“Effective Christian 
witness is not 
about bombarding 
people with 
religious messages, 
but about our 
willingness to 
be available to 
others…”
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Columban Fr Noel 
Connolly is a lecturer in 
Missiology at the Catholic 
Institute of Sydney. He 
is also a member of the 
Adult Formation Team 
with Catholic Mission 
Australia and has been 
appointed by the 
Australian Bishops to the 
Facilitation Team for the 
Plenary Council 2020.

(Pope Benedict XVI, Message for the 

47th World Communications Day, 2013). 

Francis goes on to say, “To dialogue 

means to believe that the ‘other’ has 

something worthwhile to say, and to 

entertain his or her point of view and 

perspective. Engaging in dialogue does 

not mean renouncing our own ideas 

and traditions, but the claim that they 

alone are valid or absolute.”

Archbishop Coleridge in calling for 

the Plenary Council and responding 

to the Royal Commission has always 

stressed that it is a question of culture. 

“You can talk strategy and structure 

all you like, but if it doesn’t change 

the culture, you’re really adopting 

a cosmetic approach.” You do not 

change culture through analysis or 

papers but through developing new 

practices and processes and getting to 

respect one another. 

Pope Benedict shortly before he 

resigned warned us that, “The 

laity should not be considered as 

collaborators with the clergy, but as the 

people truly co-responsible for the life 

of the church.”

Many lay people are freed and 

invigorated when they feel we clerics 

are genuinely listening and are inviting 

them to participate in an adult way. 

They love their church and want to be 

involved and have their say. They have 

theological and pastoral insights that 

don’t occur to us, clerics.

Pope Francis calls for a synodal church 

in which people, bishops and the 

Bishop of Rome are all listening to each 

other and to the Spirit, realising that 

everyone has something to learn.

The Plenary Council provides us with 

an opportunity and a process to draw 

close to one another, to share our 

faith, our insights and our questions. 

If we can all learn to share vulnerably 

and fully, people, priests and bishops, 

that will help us to become a listening 

church and help develop a culture of 

relatedness, freedom, co-responsibility 

and hope. That will be a different 

church and real cultural change.

Australia

Photo: ssstocker/Bigstock.com
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W
hat do we know of the woman we call Mother 

of God and Mother of the Church? She was 

probably born in Nazareth, a Galilean town of 

about 1,600 people, in the reign of Herod the Great. She 

spoke Aramaic with a Galilean accent, but she would also 

have heard Latin spoken among the Romans, Greek used in 

commerce and by the elected officials, and Hebrew when 

the Torah was proclaimed in the synagogue. 

She belonged to the peasant class along with 90% of the 

population. They had to pay three-fold taxes to Rome, to 

Herod the Great, and to the Temple officials who took 10% 

of the harvest. 

The Holy Family probably lived in an extended family unit, 

where three or four houses of one or two rooms each 

were built around an open courtyard. There the extended 

With Mary in AdventWith Mary in Advent
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Reflection 

family shared a cistern and a millstone for grinding grain. 

Domestic animals also lived there. Mary most likely spent 

about 10 hours a day in domestic chores like drawing 

water, gathering wood, cooking meals and washing 

utensils and clothes. 

In Palestine of the time, women married at about 13 

years of age, and so the birth of Jesus occurred when 

she was very young. We shouldn’t think of her as fragile. 

As a peasant woman capable of walking the hill country of 

Judea while pregnant, of giving birth in a stable, of making 

a four or five-day visit to Jerusalem on foot once a year, and 

of engaging in hard labour at home, she probably had a 

robust physique in youth and in later years. Like Jewish and 

Palestinian women today, she probably had dark hair, dark 

eyes and dark complexion. 

Why do we focus on this in Advent?

First, because Mary’s history brings her closer to us. She was 

nothing like the Madonnas depicted in such splendour by 

the medieval artists. Though her culture was quite different 

from ours, it was not unlike that of today’s village women of 

Asia, Africa and Latin America. With Joseph she struggled to 

pay the taxes by which the rich became ever richer at the 

expense of the poor. Like the majority of poor people most 

of her life went unrecorded. 

Second, her holiness lies in persistent, faithful listening 

to God’s word. Today we recognise more and more 

that holiness, even the holiness of the saints, consists in 

persevering fidelity in the midst of everyday life. As events 

unfolded round her, often to her surprise, Mary had to figure 

out constantly what God was asking of her. 

Third, today we recognise Mary’s Magnificat as a rousing 

freedom song of the poor. Mary is the epitome of the lowly, 

the marginalised, for whom “there is no room at the inn”. God 

is her only hope, and so she sings the Divine praises with 

great confidence. She was convinced that in God’s Kingdom 

the poor are first to eat at the table of the Lord. She is simply 

God’s handmaid. Christians throughout the world will join 

with Mary in singing her vibrant song this Advent. May it be 

both an expression of praise of God’s power, and a prophecy 

of the type of world we are helping to build. 

Columban Fr Cyril Lovett, Communications Office,  

St Columban’s, Navan, Co Meath, Ireland.

Mary is the epitome 
of the lowly, the 
marginalised, for 
whom “there is no 
room at the inn”.

A madonnara creates her artwork completing the 

second of two visages: she uses colored chalks 

directly on the pavement of the churchyard 

of Santa Maria delle Grazie sanctuary.

Photo: ©iStock/Grazie di Curtatone, Mantova, Italy – August 15, 2011.
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and
Good will

betrayal

The first formal agreement that the Vatican has 
managed to sign with the current government in 
Beijing on the appointment of bishops in China 

became a reality on September 22.

F
or the Vatican this is a 

monumental moment. In the 

1950s, China introduced a system 

of self-elect and self-ordain for bishops 

without any reference to the traditional 

process of all bishops in the Church 

being appointed by the pope.

In the absence of any possible contact 

between the Church in China and the 

Vatican, many priests accepted the 

appointment from the government 

for a wide variety of reasons and 

acquiesced to internal pressure.

Others refused and chose clandestine 

ordination, which ultimately lead to the 

split in the Church which has continued 

to this very day.

The agreement is controversial, as 

many in the Church hold little trust 

in Beijing and fear it may be just 

one more way for China to extend 

its manipulative hand into the very 

heartland of Church authority.

But few agreements between states 

introduce anything new. Rather 

they simply ratify what has been an 

informally developing practice that has 

proven beneficial to both sides.

For well over a decade there have been 

tacit agreements between Beijing 

and the Vatican not to ordain bishops 

without a papal approval. Although this 

was ruptured between 2010 and 2012, 

when four illicit ordinations took place 

Vatican saying that he did not want to 

be ordained without the Vatican nod. 

This prompted a quick visit to the 

Chinese embassy in Rome by Vatican 

officials and the ordination was  

called off.

The swiftness with which this was 

done signifies that it was not a 

new process and had been utilised 

previously. Undoubtedly it has been a 

constant conduit of communication for 

well over a decade.

As a journalist who has written on 

China-Vatican relations for the past 

16 years, the cynical side of me says 

that in the current climate of renewed 

restriction of religion in China, no other 

than a flag-carrying party man will ever 

pass muster as a bishop, putting a bright 

red, indelible stamp on the Church.

However, my realistic shadow tells 

me that there is also sincerity on the 

Chinese side and to approach the 

matter from any other perspective 

would be simply churlish.

But while ‘what’s in it’ for the Vatican 

seems clear, ‘what’s in it’ for China is 

somewhat obscure.

At the Lunar New Year of 2016, Pope 

Francis sent an open letter of greeting, 

published by the Asian Times, an online 

news portal in Hong Kong, to the 

president and people of China.

and one Vatican candidate was blocked, 

it has held up pretty well.

Even the two-year rash of illicit 

ordinations did not tell the whole story.

China ordained its first self-elected 

bishop in the Wuhan area, of which the 

original Columban diocese of Hanyang 

was a part, in 1958, and in 2008 wanted 

to mark the 50th anniversary with 

the ordination of another bishop in 

what was a vacant diocese, but local 

opposition to its choice saw the date 

pass with nothing happening.

The matter went on the back burner 

while China hosted the Olympic Games, 

the Shanghai Expo and celebrated the 

60th anniversary of the foundation of 

the People’s Republic of China.

But in 2011, Fr Shen Gou’an was slated 

by the government to be ordained 

in Wuhan on May 28. He was not a 

popular choice with either the people 

or the priests, and sizeable opposition 

was mounted.

The day passed, but reportedly up to 

US$6 million had been spent promoting 

the ordination; paying off people in the 

right places and renovating significant 

Church buildings in the area, as well 

as paying villagers to ensure their 

attendance at the ceremony.

Placed under enormous pressure,  

Fr Shen finally had a letter sent to the 



 Photo: © Fr Jim Mulroney

A former Columban parish church in 

Nanfeng, which was recently renovated.

The principal author of the greeting, 

Francisco Sisci, explained at a gathering 

at the Foreign Correspondents Club in 

Hong Kong that the rise of China is the 

biggest challenge facing the west since 

the fall of Rome, but an emerging China 

struggles to operate in a world that does 

not really understand it.

He noted too that in 2015, Pope Francis 

and the president of China, Xi Jinping, 

were in the United States of America 

at the same time and the Chinese 

delegation was stunned at how the 

pope completely wiped their man off 

the media map.

Sisci described this as soft power, saying 

that it is the kind of influence China 

craves. He also pointed out that Xi and 

Pope Francis came into office on the 

same day and have continued to offer 

olive branches towards each other.

The pope sent Xi a congratulatory 

telegramme and Xi responded by 

sparing him the negative publicity 

previous popes have been the butt of 

in Chinese media.

The agreement does go some way 

towards clearing the air between 

the two states. China always wanted 

the seven bishops ordained solely 

under government authority to be 

recognised by the Vatican. The pope 

has agreed to this. The pope has 

wanted to have the last say in the 

appointment of bishops and China has 

agreed to that.

An expert in religion and the rule of 

law in China, Liu Peng, notes that the 

accepted way of choosing bishop 

candidates will remain intact, but with 

the emerging name or names being 

sent to the pope for consideration. A 

papal refusal would result in further 

discussion or perhaps taking the matter 

back to the drawing boards.

This is one particular point where 

opponents of the agreement come to 

life. The chief protagonist of opposition, 

the former bishop of Hong Kong, 

Joseph Cardinal Zen Ze-kiun, parodied 

the arrangement as the pope on his 

knees before the president begging 

recognition of his existence.

The voice of Cardinal Zen is one that 

must be listened to, as he understands 

well Chinese ways and wiles and knows 

that the diocesan election system that 

chooses bishop candidates can be 

a total sham. Representatives of the 

voting panel are carefully chosen and 

those feared not to vote the right way 

often find the road to the polls blocked.

How this system will operate in the 

future only time will tell.

But in the words of the Global Times, a 

tabloid newspaper published by the 

People’s Daily in China, the Vatican is 

the historical continuity of thousands 

of years of western civilisation and the 

Chinese government the continuity of 

three millennia of history.

The paper editorialised, “This deal 

signals that, for the first time, these two 

civilisations are meeting as equals, in 

peace, without hatred or war or the petty 

calculations of trade.”

But for those who think this may 

signify a breakthrough in freedom 

of religion in China, it must be 

remembered that China chose the 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs to sign the 

deal, a body that does not meddle in 

internal, day to day operations.

But it will at least give an indication of 

how the dragon in Beijing will react in 

a situation that is not competitive or 

oppositional, and could well provide 

a rare insight into the mechanisms of 

a government where good will and 

betrayal can often sit in the same chair.

Columban Fr Jim Mulroney is the 

former Editor of the ‘Sunday Examiner’ 

in Hong Kong and now resides at the 

Columban house in Essendon.

The former bishop of Hong Kong, Cardinal 

Zen, at the centre of a media scrum at 

the Foreign Correspondents Club.

Francisco Sisci at the 

Foreign Correspondents 

Club in Hong Kong.

China
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Children gather around the crib at Shinkoyasu Catholic Church, Yokohama where Fr Barry Cairns is the Parish Priest.

Christmas present for a missionary
In Japan, Fr Barry Cairns worked alongside a parishioner’s husband to build a stable 
for Christmas. What transpired from this project is remarkable.

Fr Barry writes: 

I WOULD like to share with you 

one of the most delightful Christmas 

presents that I have ever received.

In the mission parish of Katase 

in Yokohama diocese where I 

was stationed we had a special 

catechumenate class for couples where 

the wife was baptized, but the husband 

not yet. Six couples came faithfully to 

the evening classes. I could sense a 

growing enthusiasm in five of the men, 

but one man, Tanaka-san, seemed quiet 

and worried.

It so happened that at that time I was 

building a Christmas crib. I had asked 

an architect parishioner to draw a 

plan for me. He said: “I have drawn 

plans for houses and even a church, 

but never a stable!” I followed his 

plan but I was behind schedule. Then 

Tanaka-san saw my struggling efforts 

and shyly said: “Can I help you?” I 

was delighted. He proved himself to 

be a natural handyman. We worked Tanaka-san
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The statue of Mary and Child 

is from outside the Shinkoyasu 

Church in Yokohama.

Photos: © Fr Barry Cairns

together off and on for three weeks 

and had the frame ready for the First 

Sunday of Advent.

My aim was to create an atmosphere of 

expectation for Christ’s birth by having 

the crib frame at the church entrance 

on the first Sunday, the bamboo roof 

on the second, straw on the third, 

Mary, Joseph and an empty manger 

on the fourth Sunday of Advent. The 

infant Jesus was to be solemnly placed 

in his manger at Christmas midnight 

Mass by a Kimono clad young girl.

But back to Tanaka-san. He was born in 

the island province of Shikoku with a 

long tradition of Buddhism and respect 

and prayer for ancestors in his family.

In a class in early December I had 

quoted our Japanese Bishops telling 

us that the commandment ‘Love 

your father and your mother’ means 

also that after death we pray for our 

ancestors. Baptism does not cancel 

this if they are of another faith. The 

cloud of worry seemed to lift from 

Tanaka-San, but…

In the week before Christmas Mrs 

Tanaka said to me: “Let’s go for coffee 

this week.” At coffee she said to me: 

“My husband wants to say something 

to you.” I can still vividly recall my 

reaction! I knew his deep family 

Buddhist background and so expected 

a polite negative to his baptism with 

the others of the class. But Tanaka-

san said, and his voice echoes in my 

heart as I write this; “Father, am I good 

enough for baptism?” I choked with 

happiness. This was the most beautiful 

Christmas present that I have ever 

received. It came alive again at the 

Easter Vigil baptisms of six stalwart men 

backed by their faith-filled wives.

Since then, over the years, Tanaka-

san and I have together done a few 

other carpentry projects in church 

and rectory – also quite a few coffees! 

He and his wife are a happy, praying 

couple, sharing their faith with their 

children, grandchildren and friends.

Columban Fr Barry Cairns is 

the Parish Priest of Shinkoyasu 

Catholic Church, in Yokohama.

Japan
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Climb every 
mountain

Who may ascent the mountain of the Lord?  
Who may stand in his holy place?  

(Psalm 24)

C
ome the weekend, Americans have their baseball 

and football, Australians have their cricket and 

Australian Rules, and the Irish have their GAA 

and rugby. Come the weekend, what is the most popular 

pastime for Koreans? Mountain hiking. 

Mountains are everywhere, covering more than two–

thirds of the country. And hiking is almost everybody’s 

hobby. It is reported that one in three Koreans goes hiking 

more than once a month. For me, half a dozen hikes in the 

year is my limit.

What first struck me on those hikes was the need to 

have the right gear; otherwise you would stick out like a 
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sore thumb. Cap-cooling yet equally heat-retaining colourful 

parka matched with pants, heavy woollen socks covering the 

bottom of the legs of your pants, climbing boots, two foldable 

hiking sticks to assist you with your balance, and a backpack 

with a bottle of drinking water, a piece of fruit and gimbap (rice 

rolled in sheets of dried seaweed).

My regular climb would be Mudeong Mountain, which is here 

in Kwangju City where I live. A forty minute ride on city bus No 

1187 (that is the height of the mountain) brings you to the bus 

park where you are welcomed by hundreds of other hikers all 

equally clad in colourful, high-tech athletic gear. You notice 

different groups clustering together as they gather around 

their leader and listen to his instructions. You are also likely to 

see that lovely sight of a father and mother with their one or 

two young children bracing themselves for the climb. On the 

way up you run into hikers of all ages, from the toddler on their 

dad’s shoulder to the 80 and 90-year-olds who are seeking 

every opportunity to inform you of their age and await your 

compliments. As a foreigner, I am occasionally approached by 

a high school or a young college student keen on getting an 

opportunity to practice their English.

For Koreans, mountains are not just a place to hike in but a 

place regarded as “holy ground”. According to Korean myth, 

Dangun, who founded the nation’s first kingdom in 2337BC, 

was born on the Baekdu (white-headed) mountain to a 

mother who was transformed from a bear into a woman. 

Korea’s most famous temples are situated in the 

midst of the mountains. Some of them date back 

to the seventh century, about a thousand years 

before the arrival of Christianity. Korean literature and poetry 

praises the beauty of her mountains and makes reference to 

mountains as “sacred places”.

My most memorable mountain hike was when I spent a 

weekend at a Buddhist temple. The monk who was our guide 

invited our small group to join him on a hike to the hermitage 

at the summit of the mountain. As we were about to start the 

climb the monk turned to us and said, “I request you to climb 

the mountain in silence and awake your senses to experience 

the beauty of Nature all around you”.

 I smelled the scent from the wild flowers on all sides of me 

and the peculiar odour coming from the trampled leaves. 

My ears listened to the chirping of the birds as they were 

accompanied with the drumming sound of a nearby waterfall. 

I took my red rosey apple from my backpack and took a 

bite. Its juicy taste was delicious as my tongue kept kicking it 

around in the playground of my mouth. I felt the touch of the 

gentle breeze on my right cheek while it ignored my envious 

left cheek. As I passed and gazed at the hundreds of rocks 

above and below I wondered how many libraries we would fill 

if only we could interpret and write their stories.

The Korean people regard their mountains as “sacred places” 

and “holy ground”. Rightly so. For there you really feel the 

presence of God in the beauty of nature. 

Columban Fr Noel O’Neill is from Limerick City and has been 

working in South Korea since his ordination in 1957. He founded 

the Rainbow Community which provides services 

to people with intellectual disabilities. 

Korea

Fr Noel O’Neill with a group of hikers. Photo: © Fr Noel O’Neill
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Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the repose of the souls of 

friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society of St Columban who died recently and for the 

spiritual and the temporal welfare of all our readers, their families and friends.

Mission Intentions for November  

Universal: In the Service of Peace 

That the language of love and dialogue may always prevail over the language of conflict.

Mission Intentions for December 

Evangelization: In the Service of the Transmission of Faith 

That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited to the 

conditions of the present time.

Pope sends aid to victims of earthquakes and tsunami
Many deaths and injuries on the island of Sulawesi

T
he Vatican announced on October 4 that Pope 

Francis, through the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 

Human Development, has sent a first emergency 

contribution of $100,000 for the aid of the populations 

suffering from the recent violent earthquakes that devastated 

many areas of Indonesia, especially the island of Sulawesi. 

The disasters have caused more than 1,400 deaths ascertained 

so far, and thousands of injuries. Moreover, the volcano of 

Mount Soputan, on the island of Sulawesi, began to erupt, 

threatening a population already afflicted by the earthquake 

and the anomalous wave.

This sum is intended to be an immediate expression of the 

feeling of spiritual closeness and fatherly encouragement 

from the Holy Father towards the people and territories 

affected and will be shared, in collaboration with the 

Apostolic Nunciature, among the areas most affected by 

the catastrophe.

Pope Francis, during the Angelus on Sunday, September 30, 

prayed for those affected, “for the deceased, unfortunately 

numerous, for the injured and for those who have lost their 

homes and their jobs. 

May the Lord console them and support the efforts of those 

who are trying to bring assistance”.

The contribution of the Dicastery, which accompanies the 

Holy Father’s prayer for the beloved Indonesian population, 

is part of the aid that is being activated throughout the 

Catholic Church and which, in addition to various Episcopal 

Conferences, involves numerous charitable organizations.

Zenit October 04, 2018

An Indonesian rescue team carries the body of a victim 

following an earthquake and tsunami in Palu, Central Sulawesi, 

Indonesia, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018. Photo: © Tatan Syuflana: AP
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From the Vice-Director

T
he appointment is 

immediate and so we 

wait for another election 

to see who will take on the role 

of Regional Director. I thank Brian 

for his service to us all in the 

Australia and New Zealand Region 

and wish him well in his new 

leadership role. 

Brian’s election was part of the General Assembly of Columban 

leaders that was held in Taipei, Taiwan, in September. The 

purpose of the meeting was to evaluate the past six years, to 

plan for the next six years and to elect a new General Council. 

It is a time to listen to where the Lord is leading us in mission at 

this time. It is a wonderful occasion to hear what missionaries 

are doing in different countries and to hear the challenges that 

they are facing. 

We heard that the sexual abuse scandals continue to impact 

on many Columban Priests and Lay Missionaries. However, 

they take heart in Pope Francis’s document on ‘The Joy of 

the Gospel” which sets forth a vision for giving the entire 

Church, at every level, a missionary thrust; Pope Francis calls 

for renewal and rethinking the way every person and every 

institution – from the Pope and the Roman Curia down to the 

parish and its parishioners might act.

As we begin the new liturgical year with Advent, we can look 

at both Advent and Christmas through a lens of desire. Our 

Christian tradition teaches us that God desires to be with us. St 

John said it well in his Gospel, “God loved the world so much 

that he sent his only Son” (Jn 3:16).

St Augustine also said it well in the often quoted saying, “Our 

hearts will not rest until they rest in You”. We seem to have the 

perfect marriage here. God desires to be with us and we desire 

to be with Him. What could go wrong?

Well we know that we do go wrong. Our own house is not in 

order. Our desires are disordered. We have to spend a lot of 

our lives trying to sort out our desires. We go looking for God 

Some of you may have heard by now that the Regional Director for Australia 
and New Zealand, Fr Brian Vale was recently elected as the Vicar General for the 
Missionary Society of St Columban.

in many different places and it usually takes us awhile to be 

successful in our searching.

That is why during Advent the Church urges us to do an 

audit of our desires. We have other names for it such as 

“doing penance.” Jesus talked about pruning the vine so that 

there would be more growth. As we do our pruning of our 

disordered desires we will feel the pain. It is penitential.

Then on the third Sunday of Advent we have a happy day! 

The opening line for the Entrance Antiphon is “Rejoice in 

the Lord always; again I say rejoice.” We are happy when our 

desires are satisfied; when we get what we long for. We can 

rejoice because the Lord is always with us. On this Sunday 

we celebrate the joy that we have come to know when our 

deepest desire for God meets the desire of God for us.

It is no wonder that the angels are full of joy on the night of 

Christmas. The God of love has come into the world and will 

always be with us. This is the story we Columbans have been 

telling for 100 years. 

I thank you for your support of Columban Mission and pray 

that we will be able to continue to spread this Good News for 

the next 100 years. 

May your Christmas be full of joy.

Fr Trevor Trotter 

director@columban.org.au

St Augustine also said it well 
in the often quoted saying, 

“Our hearts will not rest 
until they rest in You”. 
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Modest hero
Brian Kenny recalls the late Fr PJ McGlinchey whom he interviewed for a radio 
documentary on the Donegal missionary’s initiatives and projects on Jeju Island in 
South Korea which transformed the lives of the islanders.

I 
first came across stories of the Columbans as a young boy 

when my father would return from trips to the Philippines 

or Peru and regale me with tales of these Irish missionaries 

in far off lands, working in often dangerous environments. It 

was at a time when few people in Ireland travelled to such 

distant places and it’s safe to say that the stories stayed with 

me. A seed was planted.

Years later, I began working in radio production. I contacted 

Columban Fr Malachy Smyth in Korea to ask about doing a 

story on Columban Fr Rufus Halley who had been shot dead 

in Malabang, Mindanao, Philippines, as he was returning home 

from a Christian-Muslim meeting, in what was an apparent 

kidnap attempt. I travelled to the Philippines to make the 

documentary and to see the work of the Columbans first 

hand. This was just the beginning; many more stories on the 

Columban Fathers and Sisters followed, and I’ve been proud to 

work with Malachy on many projects since.

It was while working on one of these projects that I came 

across Fr PJ McGlinchey, and his story like so many Columban 

stories, was fascinating. The problem was, however, that PJ 

wasn’t interested in a radio interview. Of course he’d do a piece 

here and there when he was obliged, but generally he had 

no desire for self-promotion or for his story to be told. He was 

true to the charism of the Columbans to go where the need is 

greatest and work with the people.

Entertaining a journalist who wanted to document his life’s 

work wasn’t his focus.

I tried, and I tried again, and eventually I had Fr Malachy as well 

Irish Ambassador to Korea, Aingeal O’Donoghue visited 

St Isidore Farm in February 2015, where she presented the 

Presidential Distinguished Service Award to Fr McGlinchey.
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Brian Kenny is a documentary maker. He holds a BA 

in Media production and Management and an MSC 

in Technology and Learning. He made his first radio 

documentary in 2005 and has worked freelance since 

then, producing pieces for RTE Radio 1, Clare FM, Newstalk 

and Mid West Radio. ‘A Little Piece of Home – Donegal 

to Cheju’ which documented Fr PJ McGlinchey’s work in 

transforming the lives of the people of Jeju Island was 

broadcast on Highland Radio on Monday 7 May 2018.

Fr PJ (Patrick James) McGlinchey died aged 89 on 23 

April 2018 in the hospice he built on Jeju Island, South 

Korea. In June, South Korea posthumously awarded 

honorary citizenship to Fr McGlinchey. Presenting his 

nephew Raymond McGlinchey with the certificate, 

Korean Justice Minister Park Sang-ki stated, “I express my 

deepest gratitude to the late Fr McGlinchey for his noble 

humanism and the sacrifice he made for this country over 

the last 64 years.”

Korea

as Fr Michael Riordan and a few others try on my behalf! Just 

travel I was told, PJ will do the interview if you’re there! So with 

a bit of planning and a bit of faith I travelled to Jeju to meet 

the elusive PJ McGlinchey!

Although he wasn’t very mobile, PJ came to the airport to 

meet me and smiled warmly as he greeted me, commenting 

on how much he enjoyed watching all the people passing 

by in Jeju’s hugely busy airport during its peak tourist season. 

It was only after finishing the documentary that I fully 

understood why PJ got such enjoyment from sitting in the 

airport that day.

When PJ arrived in Jeju after the Korean War, it was a country 

ravaged by famine. He had very little to offer the people 

other than his faith and hard work, and those he gave them 

in abundance. 

Through a series of what PJ called divine interventions 

he was able to get support from a few key individuals 

and begin to build the communities from the ground up, 

the Columban way. His youth spent assisting his father 

on the farm in Letterkenny was to pay a dividend, as PJ’s 

agricultural and veterinary knowledge was to change the 

islanders’ lives forever.

I knew bits of his story from what I’d read and from speaking 

to others but I wanted to hear it from PJ in his own words. 

Of course, once I was settled into my accommodation 

and looked after, PJ set about passing me off to others to 

interview because PJ wasn’t interested in telling his story, he 

was too busy thinking about the next project or making sure 

everything was running smoothly, to linger on the past.

I met lots of great people who told me all about how PJ 

introduced a new method of pig farming to Jeju, how he was 

instrumental in changing the landscape through planting 

a new type of grass replacing a once-barren land with lush 

green fields. I learnt about his introduction of a new type of 

house in which to keep the pigs and sheep, how he set up 

a factory for young girls so they wouldn’t have to work in 

sweat shops on the mainland and how he worked with the 

Columban Sisters to set up a much needed clinic.

Of course, I insisted, and landed on PJ’s door everyday 

telling him I’d love to hear it in his own words and ever the 

gentleman he put up with me! With a youthful glint in his eye 

and a hearty laugh he spoke about his life enthusiastically 

before constantly reminding me that nobody would be 

interested in this.

He was wrong of course because PJ’s story is not just 

interesting, it is inspiring and that has been recognized as 

such by the people of Jeju and Korea many times over. This 

of course didn’t matter to PJ as his motivation was never 

personal or for any form of recognition, he was a man of deep 

faith and spoke passionately about the Gospel to me during 

our meetings.

He also spoke fondly about his other home, Donegal. He 

talked of the struggles of the people in Ireland during his 

youth and during the times that came before he was born and 

the hardship the Irish people endured as subsistence farmers 

under a colonial system. He drew a lot of comparisons with 

the people he encountered on Jeju and as he spoke about 

the work his father did when he was a boy, assisting famers in 

Donegal, I remarked that he seemed to be doing something 

similar for many years on a larger scale in a far-off island called 

Jeju. He laughed warmly before telling me that was enough 

talking because nobody would be interested in a silly story 

about this Donegal man, but I was, and so is everybody else 

who has heard it. 

Rest in peace PJ. 

Photos: © Missionary Society of St Columban
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Christians and Muslims in Asia  
and blasphemy laws in Pakistan 
At The Church Up-Close Seminar, at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, 
Rome, in September, Fr Robert McCulloch SSC was asked to give some perspectives 
about the current situation of Christians and Muslims in Asia with a specific 
emphasis on Pakistan and the issues regarding blasphemy in Muslim countries. 

C
omplexities, 

overstatements, and 

a balance in analysis. 

These are the three modalities 

which I see as being essential 

for understanding the Muslim 

world, the situation of Christians 

in Muslim countries, and the 

blasphemy laws especially  

in Pakistan.

Complexities. Muslims are 

fragmented and divided. I see the 

major issue for Muslims as not one 

of confrontation with the “West” but their ongoing inability 

to resolve the major ideological religious fault line among 

themselves as Sunni and Shia that runs through the Muslim 

world and Muslim countries. Think immediately about Yemen 

and Bahrein in these terms. 

It is an issue that Christians or those coming from a Christian 

tradition cannot solve. 

This leads to another complexity: the lucrative supply of 

weapons into this ideological arena which is sanctioned and 

encouraged by Western, Russian and other governments 

and by politicians. This is no more than institutionalized 

gun-running on an extraordinary scale. I find it 

incomprehensible how the British Parliament can approve 

the surgical bombing of Syria after the chemical warfare 

there while the UK is a major source of the weaponry being 

used by Saudi Arabia in Yemen. This is selective indignation 

at its commercial and capitalist best. It is little wonder that 

UK politicians want the Archbishop of Canterbury to stick to 

religion and keep out of politics. 

The complexities leading to the First Gulf War in 1991, the 

lies about “weapons of mass destruction” and the invasion 

of Iraq, the subsequent rise of Al Qaeda, the bombings in 

the USA remembered as the 9/11, Afghanistan, and on and 

on. I was in Karachi for all this from when it began in 1991. Its 

result has been the destabilizing of the Middle East, Libya, 

and even Nigeria, with serious effects in other countries. 

Who are the real criminals? What has happened to the 

Chilcot Report? Why have journalists allowed this report to 

slip into oblivion?

The religious complexity is that Muslim nations are unable 

to embrace and enfold Christians who are citizens of those 

countries into the compassion of God. Instead, Christians are 

treated as “dhimmi”, mere second-class tolerated residents, 

or as legally classified and controlled “minorities” for whom 

it is the sacred responsibility of the Muslim “majority” to 

protect as laid down by the precepts of Islam. It is certainly 

not an overstatement to say that in our present world, in 

spite of claims of Muslims that Islam is a religion of peace, 

Islam does not engender civil and political equity and 

religious freedom for all. 

The two Muslim countries in the Middle East where there had 

been a sense of equity and religious freedom for Christians 

were Syria and Jordan, more so Syria in spite of everything else 

that has gone on there. Syria is no more due to the conflicting 

claims of Turkey and Saudi Arabia for regional power and the 

involvement of the USA, Russia, Iran and other countries for 

their own purposes. We only need listen to the lamentations 

of the Syrian Christian patriarchs and church leaders for their 

dying nation and their disappearing people. 

The blasphemy laws. I refer only to Pakistan in this regard. 

The blasphemy laws were introduced between 1981-1983 by 

the military dictator Zia ul Haq who seized power in 1977. He 

used a programme of radical islamicization as the justification 

for his military take-over and his totalitarian control of 

Fr Robert McCulloch
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the country. My theory for him doing this is that he had a 

seriously guilty conscience. His hands were badly stained 

with Muslim blood. During the Black September operations 

carried out by the Jordanian government from 1970-1971 to 

drive the Palestinians from Jordan, the general in charge of 

the operations was on secondment from Pakistan. None other 

than Zia ul Haq. And so he introduced the blasphemy laws to 

calm his conscience after the brutality he oversaw against the 

mainly Muslim Palestinians.

These blasphemy laws, ostensibly introduced to ensure 

respect for Islam, have a valid point to protect the dignity 

of belief and religion. However, they have consistently 

been mis-used and abused as a means to control and 

marginalize non-Muslims through a reign of fear. Christian 

and Hindu teachers, emerging businessmen, talented 

students and professionals have all been brought down 

by false accusations of blasphemy or stand in fear of such. 

There are many more Muslims than non-Muslims in jail 

under accusation of blasphemy. This is an indication of the 

viciousness both in the underbelly of Pakistani society and 

in political life which enables and allows religion to be used 

through these laws to cut down anyone.

In May 2012, the then President Asif Zardari intervened to 

prevent the abuse and misuse of the blasphemy laws by 

ensuring that each and every case be dealt with in the first 

instance by the highest levels of the judiciary and police in 

each province. 

Unfortunately, subsequent governments and presidents did 

not maintain this resolve. 

The Pakistan government knows that it is “between a rock 

and a hard place” with the blasphemy laws. Vatican talk of 

persecution of Christians in Pakistan is poorly advised and 

incorrect and blocks effective discourse with the Pakistan 

government on the matter. The terminology used should be 

in terms of “intense discrimination on religious grounds”.

Asia Bibi suffers greatly in jail. She is encouraged by messages 

and gestures of support from Pope Francis. It is important 

that her appeal be heard by the Supreme Court of Pakistan. 

This will establish a necessary precedent in law for the other 

many pending cases because the blasphemy laws have been 

introduced in Pakistan under the Westminster system of law 

and not sharia law.

Columban Fr Robert McCulloch is the Procurator 

General for St Columbans Mission Society in Rome. 

He worked in Pakistan for over 34 years.

I find it incomprehensible 
how the British Parliament 
can approve the surgical 
bombing of Syria after the 
chemical warfare there while 
the UK is a major source of 
the weaponry being used by 
Saudi Arabia in Yemen.
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Harmony for Humanity
Youth PoWR 2018: An occasion to bring harmony 

for humanity and unity in diversity

O
ver 200 youth attended Youth 

PoWR (Parliament of the World’s 

Religions) held at the Soka 

Gakkai International Australia centre, 

Sydney Olympic Park, on Sunday 19th 

August. Eight religious faiths were 

represented: Aboriginal Spirituality, 

Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Jewish, 

Hindu, Muslim and Sikh. All mingled 

together socially and had a voice and a 

vote in the proceedings. 

This year’s theme was “Harmony 

for Humanity: Unity in Diversity”. Ken 

Zulumovski, Director of Gamarada 

Universal Indigenous Resources, reflected 

on the theme in his Acknowledgement 

of Country, highlighting the diversity 

but unity amongst the indigenous 

peoples of Australia. This was followed 

by a performance from the Buuja Buuja 

Butterfly Dancers, showing harmony 

between humans and the environment 

through dances of the Willy Wagtail 

(Dijirri Dijrri), Womens’ Netting, the 

Creation of the Murrumbidgee River, and 

Speak the Truth (Garri-yala) Dance. 

Fr Patrick McInerney, Director of the 

Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim 

Relations, called on the honourable 

members of the Youth Parliament to do 

much better than the dishonourable 

racism shown recently in the Australian 

Federal Parliament. The Christian 

speaker was Patrice Moriarty. Her 

initial reflections relating the word 

‘harmony’ to 90’s boy bands resonated 

with the audience. She then spoke 

about the need for greater religious 

harmony within our own communities, 

generated through a love for all 

humankind. Karan Singh provided 

insights into the day-to-day life of a 

Sikh; and how the act of serving people 

becomes the serving of God. Hindu 

speaker, Vincy Jain, recalled moments 

when people of different religious 

faiths have come to work together to 

promote peace and respect for all. 

The speeches were interspersed with 

performances that presented the 

harmony theme in artistic forms. Jewish 

performers, Rev Joshua Weinberger, 

accompanied by Paul Khodor and 

Benjamin Adler, gave a mesmerising 

performance of traditional Hebrew 

songs with messages of peace and 

harmony. Muslim performer, Sara 

Mansour, performed a spoken word 

poetry piece about her upbringing in 

the multicultural streets of Punchbowl. 

Yulianto, David, Joseph and Ozlem, gave 

a solemn performance of the Buddhist 

Sutra. Youth from the Sydney Cluster 

of the Baha’i faith brought a sense of 

unity in the room, through encouraging 

attendees to sing along in a choral 

prayer on how we all belong to the 

same creator, and the need to detach 

ourselves from worldly things. 

Ginny Kaur and Ryan Epondulan.
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Discussions in small groups enabled 

the youth participants to dialogue 

with each other, sharing about their 

own faith or belief system, and what 

they are taught about how to treat 

people of different faiths. This was 

an opportunity to gain a greater 

understanding of each other’s 

religious faith. In a second round of 

discussions, they tackled social issues 

in our world today, committing to 

undertake a PoWRful action that 

was practical and achievable. Most 

groups chose discrimination and equal 

opportunity as their issue of concern. 

However, online polling revealed that 

individuals were keen to commit to 

issues around community engagement 

and interreligious dialogue. Thirty 

percent of respondents committed to 

developing positive relationships with 

people from other faiths. Twenty-three 

percent committed to an exchange 

where an individual could experience 

a day in the life of a person from a 

different religion. 

Much gratitude to the Glenburnie 

Program, the NSW Government 

through Multicultural NSW and St 

Columbans Mission Society, for funding 

the Youth PoWR multi-faith initiative, 

and to the Soka Gakkai International 

Australia centre for hosting the event! 

We pray that Youth PoWR continues to 

inspire attendees, including the young-

at-heart, to make a difference in the 

communities in which they live. 

Ryan Epondulan is the Youth 

and Networking Coordinator 

for the Columban Centre for 

Christian-Muslim Relations.
Group discussion on the night.
Photos: © CCCMR
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Christmas for Fr Barry Cairns brought the 
best gift of all when his friend told him 
he would like to become a Catholic.

Your support enables the Mission 
of God to continue in all countries 
where Columbans work.

 Wishing you a blessed Christmas 
and thank you for your participation 
in Columban Mission.

Australia Brazil Britain Chile China Fiji Ireland Japan Korea Myanmar New 
Zealand Pakistan Peru Philippines Taiwan United States

www.columban.org.au

TFENOVEMBER/DECEMBER18DONATE and SUBSCRIBE securely online at: www.columban.org.au

Thank you for supporting COLUMBAN MISSION

 $

 $

My gift to the Columbans: 

 $40  $70  $120  $240 Other $______

The Far East Subscription ($15.00 per year) 

I wish to donate on a REGULAR BASIS
MONTHLY  QUARTERLY 

 $

Total Amount Enclosed

I send my gift by:

(Pay St Columbans Mission Society) Cheque/Money order 

Credit card number:

Email:

 Please send me information on Columban legacy

 I have included the Columbans in my Will

Your Columban legacy:

An acknowledgement will be sent by email.

Card holder name:

Expiry date: Signature:/

  Visa  Mastercard

To help us to be cost effective please provide your  
email address below:

AUSTRALIA return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  

PO Box 752, Niddrie VIC 3042 A.B.N. 17 686 524 625 

NEW ZEALAND return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  

PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040

TFE@columban.org.au

AUS 2019 Columban Calendar ($12.00 inc. GST & postage) 

*Additional calendar $9.00 each – AUS ONLY  $

 QTY

www.columban.org.au

SHOP ONLINE

 $

Being a parish priest in Japan

Photo: © Fr Barry Cairns

NZ 2019 Columban Calendar ($15.00 inc. postage & handling) 

*Additional calendar $12.00 each – NZ ONLY  $

Money order not applicable to New Zealand

Title:          Full Name:

Address: 

Suburb:                 State:      P/Code: 

Mobile:                                                            Phone:

Please fill in all your details below:


