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how the Columbans and in particular, 
Columban Fr James McGlynn 
influenced his priestly vocation. 

‘A woman of great faith’ was written 
by her daughter, Dawn Rosa Chiu, 
the Administrative Assistant at the 
Columban Central Administration Office 
in Hong Kong. It is a moving account 
of her Chinese mother’s strong faith 
that sustained her in a time of war and 
hardship. 

In our final article read about the 
cricket match between the The 
Vatican St Peter’s cricket team and the 
Windsor Household team. The match 
was hosted at Windsor Castle, after 
which both team and Columban  
Fr Robert McCulloch met the Queen. 
As Fr Robert said, “Not a bad innings".

Whilst the official Mission Month is in 
October each year, it is a privilege to 
work with priests, Lay Missionaries, 
co-workers and Columban supporters 
who are on mission all months of the 
year. 

I n October, Mission Month 
is celebrated by those 

committed to building a better 
world for all of God's people. It is a 
month to reflect on the spiritual and 
material needs of those living on the 
peripheries of society. 

On pages 4-7 you will read about 
Peruvian children living in poor and 
dangerous areas on the outskirts 
of Lima, Peru. Columban Fr Edward 
O’Connell has established a ‘safety 
net’ for the children who are at risk. 
Six years on you will read about some 
amazing results where children now 
have a place to play, read, do their 
homework and to just be children.

In his reflection about mental health 
issues, titled 'Not all wounds bleed', 
Columban Fr Patrick O’Shea gives a 
brave and honest account of his own 
struggles with anxiety. He speaks 
about the stigma attached to those 
who suffer with such an illness, but he 
reminds us that there are many ways 
for the light to get in.

Fr John Hegerty who has spent 
most of his missionary life in Peru is 
featured in ‘Where are they now’ on 
page 10. In 'Your Columban Story’ 
we hear about how Jackie Mite Box, 
Mickey Daly’s Diary and The Far East 

magazine have kept two Columban 
supporters in touch for many years. 

From Chile, Columban Fr Daniel 
Harding shares stories of migrants in 
his parish of San Columbano, Chile. 
The parish community has recently 
helped a young man, the father of a 
small child with funeral expenses and 
support after the sudden death of his 
wife aged 29 years. 

It is a sad reality that not only 
overseas, but here in Australia forced 
marriages and modern day slavery 
are a regular occurrence. That is why 
Columban Fr Peter O’Neill was one of 
14 who walked the halls in Canberra 
to advocate these topics. 

What a wonderful example of mission 
in action as we read about the 
fishermen in Kerala, India refusing 
payment for rescuing victims during 
the flash flooding in August. Catholics 
and Muslims worked side by side in a 
spirit of solidarity.

In his ‘From the Director’ column 
Fr Brian Vale shares with us his 
participation in the annual Youth 
PoWR (Youth Parliament of World 
Religions) event in Sydney. 

Melbourne diocesan priest, Fr Gerard 
Dowling has penned an article on 
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A child from San Benito, Lima, Peru playing in the 'Maze 
Park' which was cleaned up and back in use with the 
help of the Warmi Huasi team.  (See story pages 4-7)
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armi Huasi is a small civil association (NGO) I set up, 
with two other Columbans and three lay professional 

women 12 years ago to accompany families, especially 
children at risk, who live in situations of poverty. The name 
Warmi Huasi comes from the Indian Quechua language 
meaning 'Women's House'.

We began in 2006 in the parish of Our Lady of the Missions, 
where I work as parish priest, with health and non-violence 
programs supporting families, especially women, in the 
area. Then I was asked in 2008 to visit Lomas de Carabayllo, 
some 20 miles north from the parish, by the Government's 

W

A safety net for children FR EDWARD O'CONNELL

Human Rights Office, to help interview people, displaced by 
the violence in Peru of the 1980s and 1990s, for the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. That was when I got my first 
look at San Benito, the largest of the townships in Lomas de 
Carabayllo, where many lived in extreme poverty.

San Benito was a settlement which started up some 21 
years ago in the foothills of the Andes, on the extreme 
northern side of Lima. It has now developed into a township 
with a population of 12,000 people. When the Warmi Huasi 
team and I helped in the interviews with the displaced, we 
were moved by the plightness of the people. As a result 

When the women of San Benito voiced their concern over their children’s future 
saying, “we have to do something about the young children, they are at risk", 
Columban Fr Edward (Ed) O’Connell and the Warmi Huasi team decided to do 
something. 

The children of San Benito walking through the streets of Peru holding signs that read 'let us celebrate International Day of Play'.
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Homework clubs

with the health delegates from the parish of Our Lady of the 
Missions we visited San Benito, consulted the local parish 
priest and community leaders and with them decided to 
run two projects responding to the greatest needs of the 
families, malnutrition of young children and family violence. 
These were the years 2009 to 2011.

Over these three years we got to know the community 
well, especially the mothers and key local leaders in the 
townships. At the end of 2011 we evaluated our work with 
the community and shared our thoughts on what would be 
the most important need to work on in the following years. 
What we heard back, repeatedly from the women was “we 
have to do something about the young children, they are at 
risk".

In San Benito, they were saying, there is a large number 
of families where the mother is the main bread-winner or 
where the father works far away from home. These women 
have to go out each day to make enough money to cover 
their families basic needs. This results in young children 
being at risk. They are left alone to fend for themselves and 
even babysit toddlers.

The risks faced by the children were:

1. Accidents either at home or in the rocky hillside that is 
their neighbourhood.

2. Poor health due to inadequate diets and lack of adults 
to supervise the preparation of meals.

3. Poor school results with no one to help with homework 
or no time to do homework.

4. No time for play and no safe facilities in which to play.

5. Having to face situations of violence at all times, 
physical, psychological and sadly sexual abuse.

Where were we to start, in the effort to accompany the 
working mothers in reducing the risks faced by their young 
children?

We began working with the mothers in 2012, organising 
workshops on self-esteem, basic first aid for their children, 
healthy diets and child protection. But we soon found 
out that the mothers had little time for such orientations, 
mostly because they lacked time or were so tired they had 
little energy for anything more than just survival. That is 
when the Warmi Huasi team, a social worker, an obstetrician 
and a psychologist decided that the best way forward was 
to trust the children themselves, let them be the architects 
of the project, that getting through to the children was the 
best way to get through to the parents.

Play centre

Reading club

Six years later, in 2017, we are looking at some amazing 
results...

We began by setting up homework clubs in the township, 
in a chapel, a soup kitchen and two community halls, as safe 
places for the children to be after school and where they 
would be helped with their homework. These township 
organisations took on, and still do, the responsibility of 
hosting the clubs and providing mothers, taking turns, to 
accompany the children. Warmi Huasi found the money to 
hire teachers to work with the children three afternoons 
a week. Each year about 80 children attend. Throughout 
the years hundreds of children have passed through the 
homework clubs, all of them passing their end of year exam. 
In the summer break we run classes for other children who 
have failed the academic year. We get them through their 
re-sit exam so they can move up a year, about 50 children 
each year. Often these children then join the homework 
clubs.

We also set up a play centre. The township leaders gave us 
the land, and we built a simple plywood hut, in which toys 
and games were placed, many came as donations from the 
parish in which I work, and volunteers accompanied and 
still accompany the youngsters. On average 50 children use 
the centre in the afternoon during the week.

Then, we opened a reading club in the Warmi Huasi Centre 
in San Benito. Over 70 children attend every Saturday, and 
they are queuing up before starting time to get in to read. 
Some children have read over 100 books and younger 
children are helped in their reading as well. Over the years 
hundreds of children have had a safe place to be in and the 
chance to read and dream of a better future. The local state 
school asked us to help set up a library and reading club in 
their school which has over 1,150 students of primary and 
secondary age. We had to build the library first, through 
donations from benefactors and books were donated from 
the parish in which I work. We also prepared the teachers to 
run the reading club. Now all the students have one hour of 
reading each week.
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Therapy club

We noticed that some of the children in the homework and 
reading clubs had speech difficulties and a number also 
had posture problems. So, we set up a therapy club, with 
the help of physiotherapists from the local municipality, 
and the club is in great demand three afternoons a week. 
Average attendance in a week can be as high as 50 children.

Personal and civic formation with various 
themes

Things did not stop there. From 2013 onwards, we invited 
the children from the homework and reading clubs to come 
together to further their personal and civic formation with 
themes on self-esteem, children's rights and organisation 
skills such as public speaking, how to run meetings, how 
to elect their leaders and how to run a monthly play day 
for all the children of San Benito. About 60 children took 
part and then they got into analysing what were the risks 
in the township for children and worked on a plan of action 
to reduce these risks. In this task they were helped by our 
social worker and child psychologist. 

Children form their own committee - 'Children 
of San Benito in action'

In 2016 these children formed themselves into a Children's 
Committee called 'Children of San Benito in action' to work 
with the local council and the adults in the township to 
make safer a number of public places for children to play 
in and to be able to move around without being molested, 
especially the girls. 

Hard work pays off - 'Children of San Benito in 
action'

The work proved very successful and we had the 
inauguration of the San Benito 'Maze Park' at the end of 
2016. Soon afterwards a second park was remodelled and 
opened, another group of children we had formed and 
were working with, organised that one. The children are 
able to speak in public and many of the leaders are girls. 

By then we realised the importance of getting the children’s 
committees formally recognised by the municipality, and 
this took the best part of 2017 to have them legalised by 
a notary. As then we could help them apply for funding 
from the municipality to improve their parks, many of 
which were very basic or had fallen into disuse and for 
other projects to improve their environment. We passed 
on the word to other children and adolescent groups in the 
townships along the length of Lomas de Carabayllo so that 
they too could apply and in the end we helped five groups 
formalise themselves so that they could apply for funding. 
In 2018, over 170 children and adolescents are participating 
in the groups and three of the groups won a competition, 
through the quality of their presentation and their capacity 
to speak in public about their projects, and this means their 
parks will receive funding and also the municipality will 
provide security so that the children will be able to play 
safely.

A big bonus from the work of the Warmi Huasi team to the 
benefit of children and adolescents was the recognition 
by the Municipality of Carabayllo in Lima of the expertise 
of our NGO as consultants to them in their child protection 
policies. In Peru, each municipality is obliged legally to 
have COMUDENA, (Committee for the Rights of children and 
adolescents), but often they existed only on paper and were 
not activated.

In Carabayllo, we have helped the municipality set up 
norms and laws to protect children and promote their 
participation in the life of the district. Over 113,000 children 
and adolescents who live in the district indirectly benefit 
from the work of Warmi Huasi with the COMUDENA of 
Carabayllo Municipality. The voices of the children are being 
heard and their actions are beginning to transform their 
communities.

The local communities in San Benito and the other 
townships along Lomas de Carabayllo are now more aware 
of the need to protect and listen to the children. The news 
is spreading around the district about the reading clubs and 
the growing voices of children demanding they be treated 
with dignity, respect and that they not be mistreated or 
abused.  
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PERU

Columban Fr Ed O'Connell began his mission work in Peru in 1973 and 
is working in the parish of Our Lady of the Missions in Lima since 1999.

Ariana’s story    
"I have been with Warmi Huasi since I was a year old, I entered 
because there was a Nutrition Program with Miss Milka and 
Miss Charito.

Last year I began to participate in my children's organisation 
of San Benito ONSBA (San Benito Children in Action 
Organisation). It was when we spoke with the Mayor and they 
gave us our credentials as the first child organisation registered 
in the Municipality of Carabayllo.

In the workshops I have learned beautiful things, what I like 
the most is when we play, share and help each other. When we 
did recycling things I learned that it is good to take care of the 
environment.

With my organisation ONSBA, Warmi Huasi and the help of 
my community we have been able to recover a park called the 
'Maze'. This year 2017, it has been inaugurated. Fr Ed and the 
Mayor came and it was nice to see many people there, where 
we could see our dream become a reality.

Also recently we were able to celebrate in the 'Maze Park', the 
Day of the Right to Play where other organisations of girls 
and boys were invited. We played with our mothers and it was 
something very nice. I hope this continues and the municipality 
let us play every day there since almost it is always closed. 

Now Antonio, psychologist, from Warmi Huasi does workshops 
with us, he listens to us and we learn how we should be better 
organised and help other people."

Note: In accordance with the Child Safeguarding Policy, the name of 
the girl in this story has been changed to protect her identity. Ariana is 
now 11 years old.

Photo: Fr Ed O'Connell SSC

Now Antonio, psychologist, from 
Warmi Huasi does workshops with 
us, he listens to us and we learn how 
we should be better organized and 
help other people.

“ 
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Not all wounds 
bleed FR PATRICK O'SHEA 

his year’s Anzac Day commemorations in New 
Zealand made a special attempt to recognise 

that “not all wounds bleed”. There has always been great 
sympathy and understanding for those who suffer physical 
injuries but the same recognition and understanding has 
not been there for those who suffer with mental health 
issues. There was a stigma attached to them that just added 
another layer to the suffering. The mentally ill were often 
put in institutions where they were kept out of sight – a 
symbol of the reluctance to deal openly with mental issues. 

This move on Anzac Day reflects a growing concern 
about mental health in New Zealand. In spite of all the 
advancements that promised to make life easier, there are 
many indicators that the opposite is true. Modern living 
can be extremely stressful. At times it is hard to make even 
the smallest decision without consulting legal, financial 
or technological experts to avoid a minefield of possible 
bad outcomes. The pace and noise of life keeps increasing 
leaving people little space for reflection or quiet. New forms 
of intimidation, bullying and shaming have emerged. It is 
not surprising that in this kind of world people have anxiety 
issues and suffer from depression. 

The good news is that a campaign like the Anzac Day 
one and the influence of people like former All Black John 
Kirwan here in New Zealand, who has opened up about his 
own struggles with depression, is creating an environment 
where mental health issues are no longer hidden away 
along with the people who suffer from them. People have 
been encouraged to speak out and be heard on a range of 
issues effecting them. 

I had my eyes opened to the world of the mentally ill in 
1978 when I spent a year in a chaplaincy training program 
at Worcester State Hospital in the USA. It was at this hospital 
in 1925 that Anton Boisen set up the first CPE (Clinical 
Pastoral Education Program) as he was convinced that 
caring for deeply troubled people, which was his preferred 
term for people with mental health issues, was essentially a 
pastoral ministry. When I started I had no idea of the range 
of issues and illnesses that affect people’s mental wellbeing 
or the forms of treatment that were used to deal with them 
but I learned a great deal that year. 

T

Photo: Tinnko/Bigstock.com
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REFLECTION

Columban Fr Patrick O'Shea lives at St Columban's, Lower Hutt, New 
Zealand.

Last year the issue became more personal when I 
experienced for the first time a number of panic attacks 
triggered by anxiety about travelling from New Zealand to 
Ireland. The day before I was to fly out I found myself being 
taken by ambulance to Hutt Hospital where I spent about 
six hours being checked for and cleared of heart issues. In 
Ireland it became clear that the basic issue was anxiety. 

Although these were my first panic attacks I could see that 
anxiety was an ongoing issue for as long as I remember. It 
was at the root of my decision to leave the Philippines in 
1980 and also Jamaica in 1986. Signs were present even 
earlier in my seminary days and on diaconate in England 
but I was not ready to face them then.

I also noticed that what helped me get through the 
bad times were some good people who had faith in me 
when I had none in myself. I am especially grateful to 
two Columbans Fr Gerry French, who helped me find a 
new direction after I returned from the Philippines and 
Fr Eamon O’Brien when I got back from Jamaica. I also 
have great reason to be grateful to the people of St Clare’s 
Parish in Chester in England, to Mt St Anne’s Retreat House 
in Ireland, to the staff and students at Our Lady of Mercy 
College Parramatta and Loreto Normanhurst in Sydney which 
were for me places of restoration, affirmation and healing 
at a time when I desperately needed them as well as 
opportunities for positive experiences of ministry. 

Something else that helped was a suggestion that what is 
needed is often counter intuitive – though I feel like being 
alone, it would be better to be with people, though I feel 
tired and without energy exercise might be the better 
option, though I need help, helping others may be the 
best thing to do. When I was struggling in Jamaica, reading 
somewhere that depression involves a loss of perspective 
also helped as it made sense of what was happening to me. 
My friend and classmate Enri McAoide reminded me of this 
when I was struggling in Ireland and taught me to keep my 
focus on the present. 

The Gospel story of the Gaderene demonic, which ends 
with a simple statement that the people who came to 
Jesus found the man “clothed and in his right mind” is one 
expression of the concern of Jesus for the full person, body, 

mind and spirit. He also encouraged people not to worry 
and the most repeated message in the gospels is “do not 
be afraid”. Though many mental issues at that time were 
attributed to possession by an evil spirit, the compassion of 
Jesus for those suffering in this way is evident as is his desire 
for their healing and restoration. 

So I write this to remind myself that All Blacks do cry, many 
wounds do not bleed and that as the title of Mary McEvoy’s 
book on her experiences with depression suggests there 
are many ways for the light to get in. 

The Gospel story of the Gaderene 
demonic, which ends with a simple 
statement that the people who came 
to Jesus found the man “clothed and 
in his right mind” is one expression 
of the concern of Jesus for the full 
person, body, mind and spirit. He also 
encouraged people not to worry and 
the most repeated message in the 
gospels is “do not be afraid”.

“ 
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Columban Centenary - Fr Hegerty

Photos: Missionary Society of St Columban

Born in Melbourne on May 
30, 1941 Fr John Hegerty was 
the son of William, farmer and 
grazier and Sheila, nee O’Brien. 
He was the oldest in the family 
of two sisters and one brother, 
Anne (dec), Michael and Patricia. 

John was educated at Metcalfe 
State School and Marist Brothers 
in Kyneton. He completed his 
final four years of secondary 
education at Xavier College, Kew 
in Melbourne.

After working on the family 
property ‘Summer Hill’ at 
Redesdale, Victoria John began 
his studies for the priesthood at St Columban’s in Sassafras in 1965 and  
St Columban’s College, North Turramurra. He was ordained by Archbishop 
Knox in St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne on August 14, 1971. He was initially 
appointed to Peru where he studied language studies in Lima before 
becoming Assistant Priest at Resurrected Christ (Ermitano). 

From 1978-1988 John was appointed to the Australian and New Zealand 
Region where he was Director of Spiritual Year at Turramurra for four years. He 
spent a year in Wernesville, Pennsylvania, USA studying Spirituality.

Upon his return to Peru, he assisted in the parish of Criso Nuestra Vida and was 
Director of the formation programme for Peruvian Columbans. He was also the 
Regional Director and Director of the Columban Spiritual Team. From 2006 until 
present John has assisted in the Parish of Our Lady of the Missions which is in 
its final stages of transition from being a Columban founded and established 
communion of twelve communities to being accompanied and administered 
by clergy of the local diocese.

For many years, John has conducted bible courses for the local people. Each 
year they study a bible course on the Gospels of the year which helps in the 
preparation of the Sunday Liturgy. John says, it has proven to be of help to 
both the priests and the lay ministers who preside at the Sunday liturgies of 
the Word with Communion.

Fr John has recently been back in Australia for a well earned rest and to catch 
up with family and friends. He will return to Peru later in the year. 

Fr John Hegerty in Lima, Peru, 1972.
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Your Columban story

Jack from Queensland, Australia wrote:   
My name is Jack, grandson of a pioneering North Italian family from Povato close 
to the Swiss border.

 I am 93 years plus. I retired to Stanthorpe in South East Queensland from Brisbane 
in 2000 after 50 years in the city. 

I was married for 62 years with my beautiful wife who passed away in 2014 at 91 
years of age.

I first read The Far East in Our Lady of Dolours Church around the 1980s 
and have never missed an issue. 

My strong Catholic faith is from my parents, wife and now at St Joseph’s Church 
here at Stanthorpe.

 
Jocelyn wrote: 
I was given my first Far East when I was 8 or 9 years of age (1949/1950) as a reward 
for not talking when sister was absent from the classroom. I probably only read 
Mickey Daly's Diary but as time went on I started to read the whole magazine.

I was a dedicated 'mite box' collector but if I remember correctly there was a bit of 
high finance involved, ie. borrow and repay with interest.

I still thoroughly enjoy each copy of The Far East and have the greatest 
admiration for the work the Columban Fathers, Sisters and associates are 
involved in for the most marginalised in society. 
 
If you would like to share your Columban story with us, in 100 words or less, 
send your story and photo (optional) to: 
Columban Mission Centre 
PO Box 752  
Niddrie VIC 3042 OR 
E: tfe@columban.org.au

Photo: Andrey Armyagov/Bigstock.com

Benefactors share with us...
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Real people, real stories FR DANIEL HARDING

In recent years, Chile has received hundreds of thousands of desperate migrants 
from other parts of Latin America. Fr Daniel (Dan) Harding tells the story of some of 
these migrants who live in the parish of San Columbano, Santiago, Chile

rsula’s body was to be released from the hospital 
morgue in mid-afternoon. She had died in the early 

hours of that day. Her husband, Michel, full of grief and with 
hardly a penny to his name, spent all that morning trying to 
find a place to give her a funeral. 

The parish of San Columbano welcomed Michel, giving 
him the use of a chapel for Ursula’s wake, which lasted for 
two days. The parish took up a collection to help pay for a 
considerable portion of the funeral expenses. 

In her native Haiti, Ursula, 29, had been a kindergarten 
teacher and Michel, 30, an office worker. Out of desperation 
and full of dreams for a better life, Ursula and Michel spent 
the little savings they had, and eleven months ago migrated 
to Chile. 

Ursula found work cleaning homes and Michel worked as a 
day labourer. They lived with many other Haitian migrants 
in an overcrowded shed, with a shared kitchen and toilets, 
and double bunks and mattresses on the floor for sleeping. 

U In Chile Ursula became pregnant and gave birth to Jazmin, 
a healthy baby girl. However, not long after giving birth 
Ursula become sick with an infection. Speaking very 
little Spanish, she was unable to explain her situation 
to the doctors in the public health system. She died of 
septicaemia, which could have been cured had she had 
better medical care.

Michel and his baby daughter, Jazmin, are now regular 
parishioners. It is very moving to see Michel, the young 
widowed father at Sunday Mass, gently nursing his baby 
girl. All the parishioners make a huge fuss over them, 
all trying to nurse baby Jazmin. Our parish continues to 
support Michel and Jazmin, providing a pram and a supply 
of infant milk powder and the ever-needed nappies. 

Brother and sister, Jesus, 30, and Natalia, 33, are qualified 
civil engineers back in their native Venezuela. Until recently, 
both worked as engineers for different companies in 
Venezuela. However, as the nation of Venezuela continues 



CHILE
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Columban Fr Daniel Harding is the parish priest of San Columbano 
parish, Santiago, Chile.

to disintegrate into chaos, like hundreds of thousands of 
other Venezuelans, they decided to “get out”. With great 
difficulty, they migrated to Chile five weeks ago.

Upon arrival, Jesus and Natalia desperately began looking 
for work. They began by selling coffee, tea and sandwiches 
to passerbyers on busy streets. There is also a chance they 
may be able to get work stacking supermarket shelves. 
They are regular parishioners.

Another parishioner, Angel, 38, was a lawyer and public 
servant back home in Caracas, Venezuela. He is covered in 
stab wounds he received after a group of thugs attacked 
and robbed him. As the nation slides into collapse, law 
enforcement become weaker and criminal gangs grow 
stronger. Angel became one of the hundreds of thousands 
fleeing Venezuela, eventually arriving in Chile.

Angel works selling fast food in a take away restaurant. 
Recently when he related his story at a parish meeting, he 
burst out crying, profoundly sobbing and saying how much 
he missed his family and his country. Everyone present was 
touched and there were very few dry eyes in the room. 

Angel sends the little money he earns back to Venezuela for 
his family. He also sends diabetic medicine, blood pressure 
and cardiac pills back to his family, as these are now 
unavailable in Venezuela.

Celestin, 50, is a qualified mechanic who worked for many 
years in France and his native Haiti. He migrated to Chile 
one year ago, looking for a better life. He wanted to be 
able to send money back to Haiti to support the education 
of his 17-year-old son. Last November however he had an 
accident on his bicycle on the way home from work. He 
ended up with a broken leg, a broken arm and broken ribs. 
Since then he has been unable to work and survives on a 
little money sent by a relative working in France. He speaks 
very little Spanish.

In the parish of San Columbano, we have a team to support 
migrants and advocate for their rights. We are also about to 
begin free Spanish classes for Haitian migrants.

The parish migrant support team decided to investigate 
Celestin’s situation, discovering that his place of work had 

not been paying his obligatory medical insurance. After 
visiting the necessary government offices, Celestin will now 
receive all the back payments he should have received since 
his accident. The parish team will now also accompany him 
into the labyrinth of the public health system, finding out 
why the operations he needs are taking so long to happen 
and why he has not been receiving the free pain relief 
medication, which he is entitled to.

Miguel, 35, comes from Cuba. He managed to get an 
officially approved job in Guyana. From there he decided 
to migrate to Chile, seeking a better life. He walked and 
hitched rides across the Brazilian Amazon, then across 
the Peruvian Amazon, then over the snow-capped Andes 
Mountain Range and then across the Atacama desert into 
Chile. 

Upon arrival in Santiago, he spent three days sleeping in 
the bus terminal, begging for food and eating out of the 
rubbish bins. One of our parishioners met him and offered 
him work. He now is a regular parishioner and gladly thanks 
God that he is still alive and can begin a new life in Chile.

Recently while I was buying some dry dog food in 
a supermarket for my dog, I ran into several Haitian 
parishioners. “Poor families in Haiti make meals of dried 
dog food mixed with dried milk powder,” they told me. Even 
though these parishioners make a very modest living 
selling chocolates and ice creams to motorists at traffic 
lights, they always say to me in their broken Spanish, “Haiti, 
bad, very bad, bad, Chile, good, very good, a better life.”

In the parish of San Columbano, we have a team to support migrants and 
advocate for their rights. We are also about to begin free Spanish classes for 
Haitian migrants.“ 

Photo: Fr Daniel Harding SSC



Advocacy points

ACRATH believes positive change has grown out of the genuine collaboration between government and civil society. Our 
Advocacy agenda addressed three broad topics: 

14 The Far East - October 2018

Going into bat in Canberra CHRISTINE CAROLAN

n August, 14 members of ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) including Columban Fr 
Peter O’Neill,  Australian Peace, Ecology & Justice Coordinator walked the halls of Federal Parliament to advocate three 

broad topics: Modern Slavery Bill, Forced Marriage and Funding.

In preparing for the Advocacy trip, Fr Peter prepared a report critiquing the Australian Government’s Predeparture Guidebook 
for Seasonal Workers. The report was well received by Ministers and Senators.

At the meeting Fr Peter shared with the parliamentarians that he had recently met two workers from Vanuatu who returned 
to Australia for the second time early this year to work on a farm as fruit and vegetable pickers. They first came to Australia 
on the Seasonal Worker Programme in July 2014 with 20 other Ni-Vanuatu workers. 

Over a period of seven weeks the 22 workers worked on six different farms. When they were not paid their salaries, they 
asked their employer who was the contractor for their wages. He refused and threatened to refer them to the police and 
have them deported. Sometimes they were only given one meal a day. 

When one of the workers attended the nearby town’s community fair he came across the South Sea Islander Association’s 
stall which was flying the Vanuatu flag. The two people there listened in shock to the worker’s story of abuse. They acted 
immediately. They hired a van to rescue the 22 workers and rang the FWO (Fair Work Ombudsman). The local Pacific 
community rallied around to provide food and shelter for the workers while their case was being investigated by the 
government. After two weeks they were transferred to their new employer.

Sixteen months later the case against the contractor commenced in court. After four months the contractor was found 
guilty of violating the Fair Work Act and was ordered by the judge to pay the workers almost $80,000 in outstanding 
wages. The Federal Court issued the contractor with a fine of $227,000. The contractor declared bankruptcy and until 
this day he has not paid the workers their salary, neither has he paid the fine.    

I

Modern Slavery Bill

The Modern Slavery Bill is currently before the Australian 
Parliament. ACRATH noted its pleasure at the inclusion of:

• Annual reporting on risks of modern slavery in supply 
chains by large companies and actions to address those 
risks.

• The inclusion of government reporting on procurement

• The establishment of an Anti-Slavery Business 
Engagement Unit to manage implementation.

Advocacy point 1: That the appointment of an 
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner with oversight of 
the implementation of the Act be included in the current 
Bill. We urged that this Commissioner be independent, 
support business as a trusted advisor, encourage best 
practice in the prevention of slavery and human trafficking, 
and promote public awareness.

ACRATH advocated for further legislation (after the current 
Bill is enacted) to include:

Advocacy point 2: The licencing of labour hire firms 
to address exploitation currently being experienced by 
overseas workers. These workers can suffer from coercion 
when they do not know their rights. They are often 
underpaid and can even be offered fewer hours of work 
than was promised. They also can experience inadequate 
living conditions. (Related to Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) 1.3 and 8.7).

Advocacy point 3: The establishment of a National 
Compensation Scheme to eliminate inconsistencies currently 
in place across State and Territory schemes and enable 
compensation/restitution for the full harm experienced by 
trafficked persons.



ACRATH Advocacy Team with Fr Peter O’Neill (third from the right) at Parliament House.

AUSTRALIA
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Forced Marriage

There have been 173 referrals of forced 
marriage to the Australian Federal Police, 
with the number growing steadily since 
2013. ACRATH has written, trialled and 
implemented the “My Rights - My Future: 
Forced Marriage” education program for 
schools, and continues its collaborative work 
on Forced Marriage.

Advocacy point 4: The establishment of 
a national approach to Forced Marriage 
education in schools to ensure awareness-
raising education on forced marriage 
amongst educators and high school aged 
students. (Related to SDGs 5.3).

Funding

ACRATH’s application for renewed 
Government funding for 2018-19 has 
been unsuccessful. We believe that the current 12 month 
funding cycle compromises effective NGO work on crime 
prevention, advocacy and support of trafficked persons. 
The current competitive funding model is counter to the 
cooperative and collaborative approach currently practised 
among counter trafficking NGOs.

Advocacy point 5: We sought a three - five year funding 
cycle from the Department of Home Affairs budget - covering 
the National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking and 
Slavery. This would enable funded NGOs to undertake their 
work in a systematic and productive way.

Outcomes from our Advocacy effort

1. Independent Commissioner? We were in Parliament 
House while elements of the Modern Slavery Act were 
being hotly contested; we were an energetic part of 
that debate.

2. Licensing of labour hire firms? The presence in our 
ACRATH Team of the two representatives from the 
ASSI (Association of South Sea Islanders) Port Jackson 
assisted us in making a strong case to address the 
exploitation of overseas workers. Their presence also 
highlighted the shameful Blackbirding history in 
Australia.

Christine Carolan is the Executive Officer for ACRATH.

3. A federal compensation scheme? Our long term 
colleague, Professor Jennifer Burn, presented a new 
paper on this to the National Roundtable this week in 
Parliament House. Jen reminded us that compensation 
provides validation of wrong done, and financial 
assistance on the road to healing.

4. Forced marriage & schools? We have developed 
new steps for our work in schools raising awareness 
of forced marriage and of strategies to address the 
problem.

5. Funding support? We have some leads to follow up, 
but each lead seems to involve a lot of work finding 
funding sources, time lines and project expectations. 
There is no quick fix on this.

We returned home with thorough write ups of 66 meetings. 
These write ups mention more than 100 follow up tasks for 
us. This will form the basis of our national advocacy work 
for the coming months.

Photo: ACRATH



Mission Intention for October

Mission World
We ask your prayers: The prayers of our readers are requested for the 
repose of the souls of friends and benefactors of the Missionary Society 
of St Columban who died recently and for the spiritual and the temporal 
welfare of all our readers, their families and friends.
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That consecrated religious men and women may bestir themselves, and 
be present among the poor, the marginalized, and those who have no 
voice.

Indian fishermen become heroes of Kerala flood  

Photo: sgam
e/Bigstock.com

T. K. Devasia, Kochi India, www.ucanews.com August 27, 2018

Photo: Denis Vostrikov/Bigstock.com

ishermen in India's Kerala state are being hailed as 
heroes for using their traditional wooden boats to 

rescue men, women and children from swirling floodwaters.

"You are like our God," a woman with folded hands told 
fishermen who saved her along with another female 
villagers and 30 youngsters trapped in a children's home in 
Alappuzha district, an area laced with waterways.

The fishermen, mostly Catholics and Muslims from the 
Arabian Sea coast, formed their own voluntary rescue service 
during flash flooding from August 15-18, 2018.

While some people were just temporarily isolated by 
deluges, the lives of others were in serious peril as rising 
floodwaters submerged homes.

A team led by Raju Thomas from Trivandrum Archdiocese, 
some 200 kilometres away, carried their boats on lorries 
to the disaster area in central Kerala. "We could not see the 
children's home," he said. "We found them after we heard the 
children screaming."

Raju's team was one of several organised by the local 
archdiocese. Fishermen from coastal Cochin, Quilon and 
Aleppy and Trivandrum were among some 1,500 fishermen 
who joined rescue operations.

On many occasions they were able to skilfully manoeuvre 
their small traditional boats into places when helicopters 
were unavailable or unable to reach victims because of 
overhanging trees. 

Trivandrum Archdiocese alone organised 130 boats manned 
by 500 fishermen, said coordinator Fr Shijin Jose. It was a 

F
Selfless seamen refused payment for the loss of their livelihoods.

difficult operation as fishermen had to pass through narrow 
lanes in residential areas. "Many of the boats were damaged," 
Fr Jose said. "But they repaired them and completed the 
mission successfully."

Government officials offered fishermen 3,000 rupees 
(US$42.00) daily to compensate for the loss of their 
livelihoods. However, they refused the offer as they just 
wanted to help people in distress, the priest said.

Several fishermen who joined the operation told  
ucanews that their biggest reward was the relief they saw on 
the faces of those they saved.

According to the KSDMA (Kerala Disaster Management 
Authority) , floods during the entire monsoon season 
claimed 383 lives and resulted in more than 1.3 million 
people being shifted to 3,612 relief camps.



Fr Brian Vale 
director@columban.org.au

ne of the more enjoyable events that I have 
participated in over the past four years has been an 

annual Youth PoWR (Youth Parliament of World Religions) 
event that our Columban Centre for Christian Muslim Relations 
has cosponsored with Multicultural NSW and the Glenburnie 
Programme. On August 19, 2018 this year in Sydney I 
attended another wonderful celebration where about 200 
young people of many different faiths from the Sydney area 
gathered at the SGI Centre (Soka Gakkai International which 
translates to “value creation society”) to discuss their hopes 
and dreams for a more harmonious Australian society. The 
theme that the young people on the 2018 Coordinating 
Committee chose this year was 'Harmony for Humanity, 
Unity in Diversity'. In past years I had been a mentor for the 
coordinating committee with my Columban colleague 
Fr Patrick McInerney who dreamed up this event. It was 
relaxing to sit back this year and be entertained.

I was especially moved when after the traditional 
Acknowledgment of Country we were entertained by three 
Aboriginal women from the Buuja Buuja Butterfly dance 
troupe. Their rhythmic movements accompanied by chant 
and music inspired in me a sense of the ancient heritage 
they were tapping into and sharing with us. It spoke to my 
soul. Dance captures something beyond words and other 
symbols. It would be great if we could feature more liturgical 
dance in our Christian services. 

The other entertainment I was touched by was the Hebrew 
songs of Rev Joshua Weinberger who is the Cantor of 
the Great Synagogue in Sydney. The poignant tone of his 
repertoire of songs also touched a deep part of me even 
though I did not understand the language. A young Muslim 
woman also delivered a spoken word English poem, 
something which is very popular with city youth these days, 
and Buddhist and Baha’i performers performing their sutras 
were also well received.

The speeches were delivered by Christian, Sikh and 
Hindu speakers and were very inspiring. When young 
people challenge each other to move beyond words their 
enthusiasm can be catchy. Some used images such as a 
single note is just a single note but when combined with 
other notes we can achieve a harmony. Patrice Moriarty, the 
Catholic speaker, even had us creating a musical harmony! 

O
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Unity in diversity
From the Director

They all invited us to reach out to people of other faiths and 
to respect the environment.

Later in the programme we divided into many small groups 
and I was in a group of “elders” who shared about the 
importance of networks, of sharing positive good events, of 
encouragement for young people and how important it is to 
be involved in practical actions together. The Coordinating 
Committee had chosen ten issues of concern for the 
people to consider and the ones that were voted as most 
popular were concerned with Community Engagement and 
Interreligious Dialogue. This was not surprising considering 
the nature of the event. It was important that the 
participants were able to have a voice and a vote since it was 
a parliament. As I write this page in late August Parliament 
in Canberra is in disarray with another leadership spill and 
much shouting across the parliament floor. Hopefully some 
of these young people will be better leaders for us in the 
future.

One local NSW politician attended the event and it is a pity 
that some of the federal politicians who favour scoring 
political points by divisive and racist comments were not 
there to learn from the wisdom of the youth. The enthusiasm 
for what was voted on may wane as the days from the 
event increase but the vibrancy and positive exchanges of 
the experience will stay with many of the participants and 
hopefully many will follow through on their commitments. 

There is a greater openness in many young people which 
can appear like they have a blended identity. Speaking 
from one’s own faith position is important but the Spirit 
blows where it wills and people of faith have much to 
share and learn from each 
other. Hopefully this Youth 
PoWR experience will help me 
take more risks in reaching 
out to people of other faiths.
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The Columban and the diocesan 
priest AUSTRALIA

 The Far East - October 2018 19

FR GERARD DOWLING

hen I received the November/
December 2017 issue of The 

Far East magazine in the mail, I was 
delighted to see the photos of the 
priests, who had been Regional 
Directors of the Columban Fathers in 
Australia since their establishment in 
this country in 1920.

My twin sister and I grew up in 
the parish of St Vincent de Paul in 
North Essendon, Victoria, where the 
Columban headquarters had been 
set up in 1920. I had the good fortune 
to be in personal contact with the 
Director, Fr Luke Mullany, and many 
other Columbans who lived across 
the road from St Vincent de Paul. They 
all had an inspiriting impact on my 
priestly vocation.

Providentially our Archbishop of the 
time was the famous Dr Mannix and 
he had asked the members of the 
Society of St Columban to provide 
us with a parish priest. Fr James 
McGlynn chose to carry out those 
responsibilities in addition to his 
formation role with their seminarians. 
During his time in the parish virtually 
every home was visited and blessed 
and consecrated to the Sacred Heart.

Without question, as I look back, I 
would say Fr McGlynn embodied 
for me the life of Jesus Himself. 
If the church’s original criteria of 
designating “Saints” on the example 
of their ministry, he would have been 
accorded that title following his 
death. That is no wild claim of mine, 
and I’m sure that the contemporary 
parishioners would happily endorse it.

Had Fr McGlynn not exercised the 
pastoral role in my formative years 

W that he did, I might not be looking 
back so happily today on my 60 years 
as a priest. Let me recall for you his 
fatherly involvement in the crucial 
decisions that decided the course of 
my life. As things developed under 
the Irish Sisters of Charity, who taught 
in our parish school I was granted a 
scholarship to be trained in elocution. 
And pursuing that opportunity 
required me to journey into the city 
for lessons each Saturday morning. 
Unfortunately that precluded me 
from the classes that Fr McGlynn 
conducted for those wishing to 
become altar servers.

Once he became aware of my 
difficulty he offered to tutor me 
personally on Saturday afternoons, 
much to my delight because I so 
much wanted to serve Mass and 
Benediction. As you can imagine that 
really made me feel special.

As my final years were coming to a 
close at St Bernard’s College, I shared 
with Fr McGlynn my desire to go off to 
the Columban seminary and train to 
be a missionary priest.

He listened to me in a truly fatherly 
fashion and suggested that I might 
study for my matriculation at  
St Patrick’s College in Ballarat. 
Fortunately my parents were in 
agreement, and I spent two years 
at St Patrick’s where many aspiring 
Columban Seminarians had preceded 
me. 

God really had things in good 
hands, because of the counselling I 
received from the resident chaplain 
at St Patrick’s. He discerned that I was 
better suited to live as a diocesan 

priest in Melbourne so I enrolled in 
Corpus Christi College.

Fr McGlynn was perfectly happy with 
that decision and his reassurance was 
a gesture from which I am benefitting 
to this very day.

Fr Gerard Dowling is the host of ‘The Family 
Counsellor’, heard every Sunday evening 
from 10.00pm on Melbourne’s RSN Radio 
Sport National. The show has been running 
for almost 45 years.

Without question, as I 
look back, I would say 
Fr McGlynn embodied 
for me the life of Jesus 
Himself. If the church’s 
original criteria of 
designating “Saints” 
on the example of 
their ministry, he 
would have been 
accorded that title 
following his death. 
That is no wild claim 
of mine, and I’m sure 
that the contemporary 
parishioners would 
happily endorse it.

“ 



A woman of great faith
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DAWN ROSA CHIU

lthough my mother uttered 
her first words in the 

Philippine Ilocano language, we are 
a Chinese family and along with my 
brothers and sisters, I was born in 
Hong Kong.

Coming into this world in 1928 as the 
eldest of five children, my mother was 
Eurasian and my father the son of a 
migrant from Xiamen in the Fujian 
province of China, who had made a 
new life in the town of Apprri at the 
mouth of the Cagayan River in Luzon 
province.

Life looked good in the late 1930s 
when my grandfather packed up his 
family to return to his hometown in 
China intent on setting up his own 
business. My mother was his favourite 
and he really took her under his wing, 
training her to run his new shop in the 
port city of Xiamen.

During my tender years, my mother 
often talked to me about that period, 
boasting that there were times when 
sailors would try to dodge the cash 
register by pretending they were 
drunk, but she would chase them and 
always get the money!

However, war and politics brought an 
end to their happy existence and the 
family packed up once again to return 
to the Philippines, but my mother 
chose to remain with her father, 
who was in the early stages of a fatal 
illness.

His death left her high and dry at 
the young age of 17. She packed up 
and set out to stay with her auntie 
Josephine in Singapore, where she 
intended to wait until she could 
return to China to reclaim the family 
property.

A Clutching the last of her money, her 
first step was to Hong Kong, but her 
way to Xiamen was blocked, as the 
Communist army had closed shipping 
access.

Hong Kong has always been a land of 
opportunity and a guardian angel in 
the form of a cousin working in the 
British colony encouraged her not 
to return to Singapore. Unwittingly, 
he opened the way to a fairy tale 
romance with my father, who was 
a subscript writer at a local cinema 
where my mother just happened to 
fill in her vacant hours.

The handsome subscript writer 
was in college in Canton when 
the Communist forces arrived. His 
father had encouraged him to flee 
to Hong Kong but his romance with 
my mother ensured that they both 
remained. I was born around three 
years into what turned out to be only 
just 10 years of a happy marriage.

We were living in Peng Chau, a small 
island about one hour by ferry from 
the business hub of Hong Kong. I was 
seven on the day a teacher pulled me 
out of class telling me to get ready to 
take the afternoon ferry to Kowloon. 
That was the day my world fell apart.

I found my usually cheerful mother 
in tears. I had learned to be silent at 
these times, but eventually she told 
me we were going to see my father’s 
dead body.

During the coming months my 
mother cried a lot. There were no 
more weekend trips to Kowloon, 
where my father had worked. As the 
oldest girl in the family, I had chores 
to do after school, while my mother 
was out earning our meagre living.

I had learned to manage a cooking 
pot a friend had bought for us, but 
dinner was always late in the evening 
after my mother returned from work, 
as she insisted we eat as a family.

She also insisted we look after each 
other and I would put my younger 
brother on my back, walking him to 
and fro to keep the mosquitoes from 
eating him alive during the dankly 
humid summers.

She also insisted that we say a 
prayer before school and a prayer of 
thanksgiving before every meal, as 
well as one before we went to bed. 
The big ‘must’ each week was family 
Mass on Sundays and when the 
violent winds and lashing rains came 
during the typhoon season, we were 
all to pray for the safety of our fragile 
little hut.

Years later, my mother told me those 
days with her children around her 
were her happiest. But they are now 
past and today my mother lives in 
a nursing home, unable to show 
recognition or communicate with us.

She spoke English and Mandarin 
well, but it was only when a friend 
uttered a few words of the Our Father 
into her ear in Ilocano that I saw any 
recognition in her vacant stare.

Ilocano was her first language and is 
now her last; just as God was her first 
faith and will be her last. 

Dawn Rosa Chiu is the Administrative 
Assistant at the Columban Central 
Administration Office in Hong Kong.

Photos: Dawn Rosa Chiu
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Dawn Rosa Chiu's mother.
Dawn Rosa Chiu's father.

We were living in Peng Chau, a small island about one-hour by ferry from the 
business hub of Hong Kong. I was seven on the day a teacher pulled me out of 
class telling me to get ready to take the afternoon ferry to Kowloon. That was the 
day my world fell apart.“ 
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Cricket at Windsor Castle FR ROBERT MCCULLOCH

ardinal Newman said that great works are done 
by individuals and not by a system. I think that 

goes for ideas as well. Five years ago, many people in the 
system chortled and laughed when the then Australian 
ambassador to the Holy See, John McCarthy, suggested 
that the Vatican should have its own cricket team. I told 
the ambassador he had a great idea and was immediately 
made a foundation committee member of what is now The 
Vatican St Peter’s Cricket team.

The idea was to form a team from the seminarians and 
young priests from cricket-playing countries who were 
studying in Rome at the various seminaries and pontifical 
universities. Ambassador McCarthy said it would show a 

C good newsworthy and positive face about priests and the 
Catholic Church to a wide sports-interested world. The first 
team had Pakistani, Sri Lankan, English and Indian players 
with an Irish manager and a Canadian assistant manager. A 
few generous donors covered the costs including Dr Ishrat 
ul-Ebad, then governor of Sindh in Pakistan, because the 
Pakistani player (our opening batsman) was a seminarian 
from Karachi and the Argentinian ambassador to Pakistan 
because he was a friend of Pope Francis.

The inaugural match was against the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s XI in August 2014 at the Kent County Cricket 
Club. Since then the annual return fixtures have developed 
into both ecumenical and inter-faith matches with teams 
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also coming to Rome from England. A Muslim team came 
from Yorkshire in 2016. 

In July this year the Vatican XI played eight matches in 
England, of which they won seven, against teams including 
Stonyhurst, the 450 years old Jesuit Public School, the 
Commonwealth Office hosted by Baroness Scotland, the 
Houses of Parliament team and several combined  
inter-faith teams. Our final match was at Windsor Castle 
on July 14, 2018 against the Windsor Household after 
which Queen Elizabeth received the Vatican XI and 
committee members.

The Vatican St Peter’s cricket team has opened unexpected 
doors in inter-faith relations and ecumenism. Following 
on from the first match in 2014 against the Archbishop of 

Canterbury’s XI, a Catholic cardinal celebrated Solemn Mass 
in 2015 at the main altar in Canterbury Cathedral for the first 
time since the Reformation, the crozier of Pope St Gregory 
the Great was brought for several weeks from Rome to 
Canterbury in 2016 as a symbol of the desire for that unity 
which existed when Pope St Gregory sent St Augustine 
to England in 596 AD, and Anglican Choral Evensong was 
celebrated in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 2017. 

Not a bad innings!

Columban Fr Robert McCulloch works as the Procurator-General in 
Rome, Italy.



 

When the women of San Benito, Peru voiced their 
concern over their children’s future and safety, 
Columban Fr Ed O’Connell and others worked 
hard to establish a safe house for the children.

Twelve years later the children now have 
somewhere to play, do their homework, read and 
belong.

With your help the children will be kept safe.
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MONTHLY  QUARTERLY 

 $

Total Amount Enclosed

I send my gift by:

(Pay St Columbans Mission Society) Cheque/Money order 

Credit card number:

Email:

 Please send me information on Columban legacy
 I have included the Columbans in my Will

Your Columban legacy:

An acknowledgement will be sent by email.

Card holder name:

Expiry date: Signature:/

  Visa  Mastercard

To help us to be cost effective please provide your  
email address below:

AUSTRALIA return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  
PO Box 752, Niddrie VIC 3042 A.B.N. 17 686 524 625 

NEW ZEALAND return coupon to: St Columbans Mission Society,  
PO Box 30-017, Lower Hutt 5040

TFE@columban.org.au

AUS 2019 Columban Calendar ($12.00 inc. GST & postage) 
*Additional calendar $9.00 each - AUS ONLY  $

 QTY

www.columban.org.au

SHOP ONLINE

 $

A safety net for children - Peru

Photo: Fr Ed O'Connell SSC

NZ 2019 Columban Calendar ($15.00 inc. postage & handling) 
*Additional calendar $12.00 each - NZ ONLY  $

Money order not applicable to New Zealand

Title:          Full Name:

Address: 

Suburb:                 State:      P/Code: 

Mobile:                                                            Phone:

Please fill in all your details below:




